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bation to this work, and with the 
higheft fenfe of the obligations thus 
conferred on mc» 

I have the honour to be, 

With perfect refpeft. 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Your fafthful and 
moft obedient fervant, 

JOHN TAYLOR. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


PREVIOUSL Y to the commencement of a 
journey which has been reprefented as preg¬ 
nant with danger and fatigue, and confe- 
quently but little reforted to, by European 
travellers, it may not be unacceptable, in a 
curfory manner, to inquire, how far the 
communication by the Defart, between the 
Eaft and the Wefl, has been ufcful to man¬ 
kind; to what extent it was known, and in 
what degree it has been conducive to the in- 
tercfts and refinement of Europe,—In this 
complicated view of human afiairs, we bring 
to lecollcdition our commercial origin, and 
by what Heps we liave afeeuded to our pre- 
fent pre-eminence and political influence in 
thcfcaleof nations. 

The army of Alexander penetrated to India 
by ijae route of Perlia, and returned by the 
Indus to the Perfian Gulf, the Euphrates, 
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prcffed with a zeal for its interefts, 

1 have employetl much of my time 
in preparing the publication which 
I have now, by your perminion, 
the honour to lay before you. 

In this undertaking, not a little 
laborious in itfelf, I had difhcul- 
ties to ftruggle with, which could 
only have been overcome by a 
confidence in the liberal reception 
it would meet with from your Ho¬ 
nourable Court, who are always 
prompt to encourage every fincere 
i endeavour to promote the welfare 
of the Company, and of the na¬ 
tion ; nor have I, in this hope, 

been difappointed. 

With grateful acknowledgments 

for the teftimony of your appro¬ 
bation 



( 2 ) 

and the Great Defart. Of this expedition 
Arrian has fiirniflttd us with a circumftan- 
tial detail. Egypt had alfo confefiTcd the 
power of the conqueror. This kingdom, 
before the days of Alexander, under its na¬ 
tive Princes, opened an early conneilion 
with India by the Red Sea^ for it is univer- 
fally admitted, that the progrefs of tlie arts 
was from India to Egypt, from whence they 
reached the flrores of Greece, haly,^ and the 
reft of Europe. The fituation of Egypt, fo 
highly favourable to commerce, did not cl- 
cape the difcriminaling eye of Alexander, 
In a fituation, conncdling by a narrow 
iftUmus Afia with Africa, and communicat¬ 
ing by two feas with India and Europe, he 
determined to dcmolifli 1 yre, to eftablidr a 
new emporium, which he accordingly raifed, 
and gave it the name of Alexandria, after 
himfclf. On the death of that prince, his 
empire was divided amongft his principal 
commanders, and became as many diftindt 
and indepiindent nations; but, above all, 
Egypt, under along race of the Ptolemys, 
continued to increafe in opulence and gran¬ 
deur, During this period, few particulars 
can be coUedted relating to the dtfarts of 

Arabia, 
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Arabia, or of the commumcation by that 
route The Romana, who took poffeflion o 
Egypt on the death of Cleopatra, were the 

only European people of antiquity, " 

Lr. attained a perfoa knowledge of the 
apprears, atBinW p by 

trade with India. Thre me) 
the route of the Great Defalt and the Per to 
Gulf, and alfo by the Ifthniua of Suez 
and the Red Sea. By thefe channels 
riches of the Eaft flowed into the Roman 
Empire, and oeeafioned >hc ^ 

icwels, fpices, fine cloths, ana goiu, 

which it abounded. * 

conqueft of Syria, 

Dcfcrta which occupies the ^ 

Aleooo and Buffora, and extending toward 
Aleppo aiiu j Damaf- 

thc Euphrates on the one hand m 

cus and Paleftine on the other, m ^ 
different from that of the pre cn y • 

city of Palmyra was then the great emp 
"l of eaftem commerce, from vdten^ 

branched out in all ^here 

- 11 flnfres were eftabWn^dt wncr 

wcll-appomttdftage^^ 

the caravans might oc lupi^ formed 

i„fafetyt wells were dug. and 

h otder to „e ftiU 

want of water. a«nains 
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vifible; anti the); fcrve to remind us of the 
magnificence of Palmyra and Balbec, the 
fame and riches of Tvre and Damafeus i 
cities reared and nurtured by Indian com¬ 
merce, fcarccly to be equalled, and not out¬ 
done by Rome hcrfelf. Independently of 
the advantages which the Roman Empire 
derived from this communication, they were 
not ncgledlful of that by the Red Sea ; they 
were taught by the Egyptians, that an inter- 
courfe might be upheld over the defart of 
Suez and the Red Sea to the pcninfula of 
India, the IQand of Ceylon, Malacca, and 
the Bay of BengaL The port of Alexandria 
was again fixed on as the emporium of this 
commarcci and in this port was revived and 
concentrated, not only the trade of India, but 
of that part of oriental Africa which bounds 
the Indian ocean. Tlie Roman vefTcls were 
equipped from the port of Arlrnoe, now' 
called Suez, from whence they navigated in 
fafety thofe feas which arc by modern ac¬ 
counts reprefented as dangerous in the ex¬ 
treme. They failed with the Etefian wdnds, 
and underfiood perfectly in what manner to 
take the advantage of (he different mon- 
foons and feafons of the year, and made their 

returns 
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returns with equal eale, bringing along with 
them the richeft commodities of the places 
they had vifitd. Thefc were tranfported by 
the means of camels to Alexandria, where 
they were embarked for various ports in the 
Mediterranean. The exaa (Ituation of the 
Roman port on the Red Sea has been dii- 
puted. The name of Berenice has been given 
to a port, faid to have been placed n^rly 
where Suez now ftands, or perhaps higher 
up in the country, as the fea has receded 
conaderably from the bottom of the gulf, 
and from whence the Roman veflels were re¬ 
ported to have failed for India, whilft others 
have afferted that the fite of ancient Bere¬ 
nice was on the Ihores of Upper Egypt, dear 
of the narrow fca of Sue2, which is fubjedt 
to partial winds, and badly calculated for 
commerce. This place, now called CoHier, 
is 100 leagues trom Suez, and 
from the Banks of the Kile. It is highly 
probable that the Romans at certain feafons 
made ufe of this port in preference to Arfi- 
noe, and that both thefe ports were fre¬ 
quented by them, as they were 
quainted with the divifions of the feafons, 

and the coafts of Egypt and Arabia, ihe 

g 2 Koirts^ns 
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Romans of the eaftem empire continued for 
-^00 years to fupport their authority over 
Syria and Egypt, till the gnmd revolution 
in religion, under the banners of Mahomet 
and his fucccilbr Omar, about the middle 
of the 'jth. century, w re (led both from their 
hands. 

So far have we derived information from the 
records of antiquity: but the hiftory of tliis, 
as of other parts of the world, is involved in 
darknefs in the middle ages. The crufaders, 
during a part of the iith and 12th centu¬ 
ries, over-ran Syria, but in their turn were 
obliged to relinquilh all the advantages they 
had gained, and to return home, leaving the 
vidlorious Saladin and his hardy Saracens to 
triumph over ChriHian fanaticifm, bigotry, 
and fupcrftltion. It required a confiderable 
time to foften the inveteracy which this Con¬ 
tention of zealots had occaHoned j and st 
was not till the T3th centur)', when the 
gloom of barbarifm Introduced by tlie Goths 
began to be difpelled in Europe, and the 
fpirit of commerce again appeared, that an 
attempt was made to re-eftablifh fo lucrative 
a trade as that tvitli India, by the medium of 
the dcfarts; for by this time the empire of 

the 
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the Saracens had yielded to the power of the 
Turks. ConOantinopk and Cairo were for 
a confiderable period, when Europe was 
edipfed in total darknels, the grand depots 
for the wealth of the Eaft. It will readdy 
occur, that when the fpirit of Chnftianity 
rdumed its fway, and reafon fiicceeJcd to 
the tradtvefs of the crufades, the reftlefs tem¬ 
per of mankind looked forward to new 
fources of fpecidation atid enterprife. The 
crtifaders brought with them from Syria and 
Pakftinc, and alfo from Conftantinople. at 
that time the refidencc of the emperors of 
the Eafl:. a knowledge of policy and rchne- 
xnent, and a tafte for the fine arts, which m- 
tcrcourfe with the inhabitants of thole parts 
had contributed to iiifpire. To this caulc is 
to be aferibed the return of learning and 
fcicnce into Europe, the rife of progreflive 

difeovery in. the Weft. 

So early as the year 1296, John, Duke ot 
Brabant, eftablilhed a company of merchants 
traders, as a fockty of adventurers to 
promote commerce and relearch. This u e- 
ful order of men were tranflated into Eng¬ 
land, and confirmed by king Edward the 
Third. They however made.but little pfo- 

B 4 
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grefs till the reign of Hcniy the Seventh, 
who beftowed on them the name of Mer¬ 
chant Adventurers, ” and under whofe 
^ufpices feveral important difcovcHes ortgi* 
nated: for the long and bloody wars with 
France during three fucceflive Henrys, and 
the inteftine troubles, occafloned by the dif- 
piites between the houfes of Lancailer and 
York, abforbed for a time all ideas but fuclt 
as proceeded from vindidiive rage and un¬ 
conquerable hate. Ideas neither likely to 
produce nor to cnequrage experiments or in¬ 
ventions beneficial to humanity. 

The phrenzy of religion or infatiable lull 
obfeured the iucceeding reigns, till the en¬ 
lightened and enterprifiiig Elizabeth, w'ith 
a view to national profperity, formed this 
fociety into a legal corporation; confidering 
that the charges and rilk of equipping expe¬ 
ditions for the purpofes of trade ^nd difeo- 
very was by much too great to be incurred 
by any individual. It is here worthy of re¬ 
mark, that notwithftanding the infular fim- 
ation of England, and its pofition on the 
globe extremely favourable to commerce, 
this country in rcfpcfl to other nations was 
behind hand in nautical alFairs, In the 

reign 
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reign of queen Elizabeth, navigation, fliip- 
building, and commerce burft forth hke a 
meteor, and the trade to India became *e 
ardent and favourable fpecolatton ; for 
,0 this period all the larger veffels ufed by 
the Eoglifli were built by foreigners, and 
purchafed from them. In the play of the 
Merry Wives of Windfor, writttm by SUkf- 
peate in the year ,602. Sir John Fail^. 
in making mention of his favourite lad.es. 
obfcrves, “ They (hall be exchcquera to me j 
.• they (hall be my Eaft and Weft Indi«, 

" and I will trade to them both:” a cir- 
cumftance which clearly proves the eftiroa- 
rion in which the trade to India was. Wld. and 
the expeflations that were farmed in the 
very infancy of its commencement* 

To the honour of monarchical govetn- 
nients. it is to be obfen^ed, tlrat crowned 
heads have at all times been the uniform 
promoters of ufeful difeovery. By the mcai« 
pf monarchical influence and power* the 
bleffings of humanity have been diftnbutcd 
to the utmoft corners of the earth, an i oti 
fends have been made hippy who were pin¬ 
ing in want, or labouring in ob^ity t of 

wHch his prefent Majefty’s diftmguifhc 

attenttoti 
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attention to the cxtcnHon of geographical 
difeovery, as well as the improvenficni of 
knowledge in general, is an illuHrious 
exampk. But the Getiocfe and Venetians 
having obtained leave of the Porte to fet¬ 
tle confuls in Egypt and Syria, rcvi’ved 
a traffic with India, which they tranquilly 
enjoyed for nearly two centuries, and which 
rat fed their riches and pow'er to the utmoft 
pitch. The dil'covery of a paiTage to India 
by the Cape of Good Hope annihilated this 
commerce, and reduced the Hates of Genoa 
and Venice to their prefent fituation. 

The enterpriiing fpirit of the Portuguefe, 
aided fortuitouily by the religious views of 
John the Second, king of that coimtiy, was 
of cfTential fervice in promoting difcoveiy 
and navigation. Refolving to explore the 
unknown regions of Abyffinia, and to gain 
information regarding the Indies, he was the 
firft monarch \vho induced Europeans to pafs 
the defarts of Arabia and of Africa. This 
prince, the cotemporary of Hemy VIJ, 
about the year 14B4, difpatched Alphonfo 
tie Payva to End out a Chriftian fbvereign 
who reigned in Ethiopia, of whom mention 
had been made by Don Cam, one of 

thofc 
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lliofi: navigators who had explored the coaft 
of Africa, and fuppofed, at that time, to e 
PreOer John, with full powers to enter with 
him into bonds of amitjr and commerce. 
Pedro dc Covillan was alfo appointed to 
accompany him, and to proceed to India by 
the way of Cairo and the K.ed Sea, with 
orders to communicate every circumftance 
that might be found deferving of their at 
tention. They reached Tor in concert, and 
from thence repaired to Aden, formerly a 
rich commercial town, fituated a little to he 
oaftward of the Straits ot Babei.mandcl. 
where CovUlan embarked for the coaft ot 
Malabar, while his companion repaired to 
Olfilcato take tire route to Abyfr.ma Co¬ 
villan returned home by the tvay of Afnca. 
vifited Sofaia, and fevetal ports rn the Ara¬ 
bian Gulf. On his arrival at Cairo, he hear 
of the deaih of his friend Alphonfo, who 
had been murdered in his way to Ethiopia. 
This event dctemnineii him to tranfmit to 
Portugal an account of the difeoverJes he 
had aTrcady made, and of the infoimation he 
had received, and afterwards 
part of the milTion which related to Abyf- 

imia. This he alfo accomplifhed, and had 

an 
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an interview with Alexander, fhc reigning 
monarch. It is highly deferving of our 
notice, that the obfervatjons and remarks of 
this man led to the ultimate difeovery of the 
paiTage by the Cape of Good Hope; and 
tliat he was the firft European traveller who 
lingjy and alone ventured hy the unknown 
and uncertain route to India by land. How 
far (his expedition of Covillan^s has contn- ^ 

bated towards the objedl of our immediate 
inquiry, it is incumbent on us to Ihew. 

It has already been obferved, that the fpi- 
rit of commerce began to re-appear in Eu¬ 
rope about the end of the 13th century. 

At this time the polarity of the magnet was 
difeovered in the Welt, although it is faid to 
have been long before known to the Chinefe, 
and made ufe of by that nation. The magnet, 
for upwards of a century after its difeovery 
in Europe, was not applied to any ufeful ^ 

purpofc, and was likely to prove but of little 
benefit to mankind in gencraL It fortunately 
happened, that tn the prevailing fyftcm of the 
day, extenfion of commerce, there arofe a 
collateral objedl of equal importance. This 
objed was difeovery, with which the ad¬ 
vancement of commerce, as well as of fei- 
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cnee and i>oUtical power, was clofeiy con. 
ncaed. Knowledge in the cradle, of ao 
lingering growth, required all the pro- 
tedion and encouragement whuh the - 
tcring care of governments could beftow- 
Our firft adventurers were contented to ex¬ 
plore the coafts of Europe and the Mediter¬ 
ranean : and on the African Oiore Cape 
Non. the rugged promontory of Mount. - 
las was the Ultima Thule to the South- 
The Spaniards were poCrefTed of the Canary 
mands, which lie at no great diftonce from 
the coaft of Africa, and the llland of Ferro was 
at this time the utmofl boundary of the known 
world towards the Weft. Praaical experi¬ 
ence and indefatigable induftry and perlc- 
vcrcncc mtte courf. of time, f~ted 
allobftadts. andllW opca to the Wefc™ 
world the treafuret of the Eeft. Dtlcovc^ 
originated with the Portuguefe. under the 
aufpices of a great IVincc, the Infant D 
Henry, who, for that purpofe, purchak 
from Maciot de Bethancourt the g«"‘ f ™ 
Canariea. which the King of ^ 

conceded to him. 

Atlantic and the coaft of Africa, Do 

.bout the year I 4 °e. '’’""'fiM 
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filled by Henry IV. fitted out fcvctal vcfTcls, 
and before bis death, which happened in 
1.^63, the Continent of Africa, from Cape 
Non to Cape Sierra Leona, was explored ; 
and the lilands of Porto Santo, Madeira, 
the Azores, or Wclfem IlUnds, and the Cape 
dc Verd, were added to geographic kno%v- 
ledge. Difeoveries along the Continent of 
Africa were uncealingly and determinedly 
contmued, till the year j 486-7, in the reign 
of John IL that Bartholomew Diaz, having 
navigated more than 1000 miles of coaft hi¬ 
therto unknown, arrived at and adtually dou¬ 
bled the Cape of Good Hope. On his re¬ 
turn to the Court of Portugal, he expatiated 
much on the ftorms which he had encoun¬ 
tered in thole feas, and the danger and diffi¬ 
culty which would ever attend all fimilar at¬ 
tempts, Diaz gave it the name of Cabo 
Tormentofo: but this John adroitly and 
properly changed to the Cabo del Buena Ef. 
peranza. In the difcoveiy of this Cape he 
Ibrefaw the future aggrandizement of his 
kingdom, the riches of his people, and his 
own glor)'. Covillan had made it a pirti- 
cnlar objeft to afeertain the exa^l termma- 
tion of the Continent of Africa on that fide 

which 
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which He was then vifiting. From a perfeS 
knowledge of the Arabic, and his intcr- 
courfe with the h/Ioots, Arabs, and not only 
w ith all the traders in the Eaftern feas, but 
dfo with the merchants of thofc parts which 
kc traverled, Covillan gained the eflcntial in- 
formation of this ftormy and dangerous Cape, 
and of any world beyond which they had no 
knowledge. From this coincidence the Kingof 
Portugal was convinced, from letters which 
had preceded Covillan, that the object of lOO 
years refearch was now attained, and the na¬ 
vigation to India within liis grafp. Had it 
not been for the journey of Covillan, this 
circumftance could not have been known; 
and it confequcntly tollows that the exer¬ 
tions and energy of this traveller had a con- 
fiderable lhare in the honour of a difeovery 
fo important and beneficial to human nature, 
and fo particularly intcrefting to the profpe- 
rity and aggrandizement of our own coun¬ 
try. k may be a matter of furpfife tliai the 
Portuguefe, when fully informed and con¬ 
vinced of the prafticability of a palTagc round 
the Cape, fhould have wafted ten years with¬ 
out making any attempt to eftablifti a trade 
with India. John 11 . having died fliortly 

after 
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after the return of Diaz from his fortunate 
Voyage, the fucceffion devolved on his coufin 
Don Emanud, who had married his fiftcr- 
This Prince, in place of treading in the foot- 
fteps of his predecelTor, and ading from 
himfclf, on the bright example which hud 
been fet before him, had rocourfe to the opi¬ 
nions and cotineik of bigoted and ignorant 
nobles, by whofe arguments and influence 
the projed, which had been recommended 
in tile lalt moments of the late King, was 
for a time fufpended. 

The Spaniards, before this period, had 
evinced a confidcrable degree of enterprife 
in the hne of difeovery. Columbus, under 
the aufpicioiis reign of Ferdinand and llabcl- 
la, in 1492, difeovered the Bahama Iflands; 
and fhonly after the Continent of Korth 
America was difeovered by the Cabots, un¬ 
der the patronage of Henry Vil. It is re¬ 
markable, that the objedt of Columbus was 
not the difcoveiy of a new world, but that 
of a paflig. ,0 the Eaft Indi« by .he Nonh 

Weft. J«Ioufyandapprehcni;onfti.nuU(ed 

Emanud, lell the Spaniard IhouJd fnatch 
from his hands the gioiy he had within his 
reach, and pluck the laurel from bis brows: 

the 
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the views of the ckrgy, who were anxibiisi 
to propagate the Chriftian religion in un¬ 
known countries, finally determined the 
choice of Emanuel to equip a fleet of four 
vefleb, and manned with only i5o men. 
This fmall armament fet fail from Belem, 
the port of Liibon. in the year 1497, in 
order to difeover the coafls of India, by the 
way of the Cape of Good Hope, and 
which, with little difficulty, was happily 
tffedled. 

From this period no mention is made of 
any other itinerant till the year 1528, when 
Mendoza, governor of Ornius, (for m the 
couric of a very few years had the Portu- 
guefe eftabliflied thcmfclvcs in many im¬ 
portant litnatjons in the Eaft) difpatchcd 
Anthony Temiec with advices of great im¬ 
portance to the court of Liibon by the route 
of Buflbra, and the Great Defatt, This 
meflenger directed his courfc to the port of 
Tripoli in Syria, where he embarked for 
Italy, from whence he arrived fafc in Portu¬ 
gal. Temicc travelled on a dromedary, at¬ 
tended by a fingle Arab as his proteaor, 
rather than his guide, for he fliapcd his route 
by a compafs. On his return home, hi> 

voL. L c 
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journey was regarded of fo wonderful a na- 
mre, that he was followed by crowds of his 
countrymen, begging of him to relate Ills 
adventures, and by what means he had tra- 
verfed the fandy regions of the Defart. From 
that time to the prefect, many adventurers 
Imvc crofled the Defart in all directions j 
by which means it is now perfectly known, 
Thefc travellers Ijavc amply gratified our cu- 
riofity, and afforded us information on every 
fubjeCt deferving our attention, whether in 
regard to the commerce, natural hiftory, or 
the manners and cufloms of the inhabitants. 
Amongd the firft Europeans who vifited In¬ 
dia by this’ route, we find the names of Ca?- 
far Frederick, who went to that country by 
Aleppo in the year 1561—FeterTeixera in 
1605—Sir Thomas R,oc in 1614^—Darvieux 
But, above all, we mult not omit 
to make mention of an asm in oiir own lull 
tory, which fhould never be forgotten, ivhilc 
we pride ourfelves in the event by which we 
obtained the greatefl: dominion, added to 
the moft exteniive commerce, that has ever 
been poflelTed by any nation, or by any 
country. 
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The influx of wealth into the kingdom 
of Portugal, by means of the trade with the 
Eart indies, ha^'ing begun toroufe the fpirit 
and enterprife of mercantile adventurers, in 
the year 1583, our countrymen, John New-* 
berie, Eldred, and Fitdi, were, by Queen 
Elizabeth, difpatchcd to Iruiia, with letters 
to the Kings of Cambay and. China. The 
objedt of this expedition was to obtain in¬ 
formation on the nature of Indian commerce, 
and the pradlicability of opening a trade by 
the Cape of Good Hope. They vifltcd 
Agra, Lai 10r, Bengal, and Malacca, and re¬ 
turned in the year 1591 by Ormus and Syria, 
and were the firft Engliftimen that vifited 
India by land. Their account of the ^veolth, 
commerce, and abundai\t retburces of the 
Eail, were fo alluring and flattering to Eli-- 
zabeth, that Ihe was induced, in the year 
iboo, towards the clofe of Iter reign, to 
grant the firfl charter of incorporation, 
under the great fcal of England, to an Eafl- 
India Company, confthuting them fble and 
cxclufivc tradeis to the £afl Indies. It is 
fcarcely to be credited, that at this period the 
capital of the Company was only 72,000!. 

C z Let . 
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Lci thi$ be compared with the prefent ftate 
of that imperial body. 

In this place wc cannot help remarking 
the length of time which claplcd before this 
country enjoyed any ihare of the trade to 
India.—The Portuguefe, who firfl vilited 
Calicut under the celebrated Vafquez de 
Gama, arrived at that place on the 17th of 
May, 1489; and we 5 nd, that in the year 
1^00 they had cilabliihed a fatlory at Cali¬ 
cut, under Pedro Alvarez de Cabral; and 
that in the year 1502 they had faftorics at 
both Cochirt and Cannanore. Such was the 
enterprife and rcfolution of the Ponuguefe 
in maritime affairs at this period, that Diego 
Bolello, in tfie year 1536, conveyed to 
John in. King of Portugal, intelligence of 
the ceJlton of Dicu to Acvjgna, his Admind, 
in a vefTcl only aa feet in length, 12 in 
breadth, and 6 In height. The I Hand of 
Dteu WHS fir ft polTcfted by the Portuguefe in 
15 j 5, It is three miles long, aHid one in 
breadth. Diet! Head, wliid; is a bold pro¬ 
montory, lies in 69. 52, Eaft Longitude, 
and 20. 43, North Latitude, and is ftili re- 
tained by the crown of Portugal. 

-• On 


H 


( 21 ) 

On fhe other hand, it docs not appc.it that 
any attempt was made by the merchants of 
England till the year i6oo, when four fliips 
were fitted ont, under the command of James 
Litncallcr, and dilpatched to India, Width a 
view to participate in i trade which, trom 
that period to the-preient day, has been im¬ 
proved wdth fuch wonderrul perfevcraitce and 
fuccefs as to aftonirti all Europe, anil to 
render Great Britain the greateft commercial 
nation in the world: how long this dillinc- 
tiori will continue, time alone nruft deter* 
mine. In the mean while, it is deferving of 
attention, that the feenes to w'hich thefe ob- 
fervations refer, are, at the prefent crifis, 
particularly intorefting. Whatever may be 
the particular views of the rulers of France, 
or rather, perhaps, of that fingle mind on 
w'hich the deftinies of Fnuice and of Europe 
appear To greatly to turn, there is little doubt 
that the Turkilh empire is on the very' verge 
of dilTolution, The enervation of the Sul¬ 
tans, from the period that they ceafed to head 
their armies in perfon, and fhut themfclves 
lip in the haranii the indolence, ignorance, 
and felfifli fcnfualitics of the great officers of 
ftate j the infubordi nation of the Pachas; 
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dilaflefliion of the Provinces; and paiticti- 
larly the ftate of Greece, indignant of the 
barbarian yoke, and panting after freedom: 
all thefe oircumftances announce, to the in¬ 
telligent obferver, the fubvcrlion of the Ot¬ 
toman throne, and that thejiaflern empire is 
foon to become the grand theatre of conten¬ 
tion among the predominant powers of Eu¬ 
rope. The progrefs of commerce and colo¬ 
nization has, for three centuries, kid the 
fcencs of conteft among rival powers in the 
wide ocean ^ But from the never-ceafing vi- 
ciUimdes of Imman affairs, the attention of 
flatcs and fovereign Princes, is about to be 
drawn in fome meafurc from the Atlantic, 
the Pacific, aud the Indian oceans, to the 
Mediterranean and the Nile, to the gulfs 
of Arabia and Pcrlia. 

There is a ftriking affinity to be remarked 
between theTurkilh empire, at the prclcnt 
moment, and that of the Mogul dominion in 
India, when the governors of provinces and 
great officers of rtatc began toftiake off. which 
they did by degrees, all dependance on the 
Emperor. It only remains to be known whe¬ 
ther the Greeks and other nations am to reco- 
ver thcirlibcrty by the aid of France and Spain. 

or 
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or that of RufTia, hi cohcert with Great Bri¬ 
tain The flufliTating ant! uncertain politics 
of thcDireaoi)' of France; that verfatility 
which guides their conduit, and their'eafy 
and rapid tranfition from one lyftcm de¬ 
pravity to another, prevents all rcafdiimg oit 
the fubjed of the war, or forming ^coticlu- 
lions from fixed or determinate principles. 
Sordid and fanguinarj, their motives are in- 
flutneed by fclfifhnefs or caprice i and what¬ 
ever they rcfolve, is uiidertaken with a view 
to eiiricU and I’atiatc thenifeh-eS' at the cx- 
ptnee of ever)' thing dear or valuable. The 
recent invafion of Egypt exhibits a juft 
pifturc of the arts which the French na¬ 
tion have hitherto praftitcd, to fuhjugatc, 
or, in their own language, to organize 
country, who, from particular circiim- 
fiances, may be unable to oppofc tlieir law- 
kfs depredations. Manifeftoes have been 
publifticd, declaring, that their grounds of 
complaint arc not againft the Turkifh go¬ 
vernment, but to punim the rebel Beys of 
Egypt, tvho have itifulted their national flag, 
imprifoned their merchants, and w'ho have 
thrown off their dependance on their lawful 
fovereign. By this oftcnratious and no Icfs 
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del u five manIfefVo, they engage to become 
the champions of the Grand Seignior, to 
fight his battles, pimifh his rcbt-nious fob- 
jc€ts, and declare thcmfelves true Muf- 
fulmen, and defenders of inamifm, Thefe 
arc the means by which they arrogate pow¬ 
ers wiiich never exiflcd, or never can be al¬ 
lowed, pit her by the law and cuflom of na¬ 
tions, or human jurifprudence. It is alfo 
announced, that by the invafion of Egypt 
they attack the Ei^glifh and their power in 
India. Language fo novel in the hiftoiy of 
nations may poflibly be attended tp by the 
parailtes of a tottering and enfeebled throne j 
yet in this cafe the Turks muft have loft ail 
energy of charadler, and be approaching ftill 
nearer to diftolution than we have yet ima¬ 
gined, Allowing this inert ion on the part 
of the Turks, Buonaparte and his army have 
never the lefs to ft niggle with in furmoun table 
difhciiltics j and tliofc are of luch a nature 
as cannot be overcome, Befidp thp influ¬ 
ence of the Beys, the whole ftrengthof the 
three Arabias will be excited and dmwn to 
one focus, to hurl deftrudion on their head. 
The vicinity of Mecca and Medina, and 
the jealou fy of an European force, fg near 

to 
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to the tomb of their prophet, and the refi- 
dence of their High Prieft, the SherreefF .of 
Mecca, will be a powerful ftimulus, and 
cruladc under his banners will commence 
with all the fury which the zeal and frenzy 
of religion can infpire. It will become a, 
war of enthufiafm and opinion, where caclr 
individual will feel himfelf intcrefted; every 
foil will have its Caefar, and the fpirit of 
Mahomed and the firft Caliphs w ill be rege¬ 
nerated, and the glory of the Saracens will 
be remembered and imitated. Buonaparte, 
though in a fertile country, cut ofF from all 
communication either by the Mediterranean 
or the Red Sea. will loon become deftitute 
of every nccefTary, and be reduced to the hu¬ 
miliating fituation in which St. Louis found 
himfelf fome centuries ago on the banks of 
the Nile. 

In whatever manner the Turks maybe in¬ 
clined to a( 5 l, the invafioQ of Egj'pt will 
tend more or lefs to the event which we 
have already prognofticated. The Arabs 
will afeertain (Ireir Hrength, and what tlicy 
are capable of performing; on the other 
hand, it will expofe the imbecility of the 
Turk)III government, and incTp'itably produce' 
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a revolt throughout their Afiatic provincc-t. 
where their power is only nominal, while 
European Turkey will be left a prey to the 
Emperors of Ruflia and Germany r the un- 
l»app7 Greeks w'ill find ddiTerers, and bt 
reclaimed from a favage and licentious life, 
to a rank and eftimation in civil order and 
fociety. The exigence of the Turkilh 
power can neither be accefTary or necefTaiy 
to Britain,* on the contrary, the Arabs are 
the natural guardians of thofc countries, 
provinces, and leas which divide Europe 
from an immediate communication wdth 
India, It is their intereft to maintain the 
fovereignty and independence of the de- 
farts of Arabia, of Sues:, and-of Thebaisj 
and the Arab chiefs, and not the Turks, 
impofe on the trade with the Eaft thofc 
rellridlions by which the commerce of 
the Eaft-India Company is ftrengthened 
and concentrated. Fortunately for this 
body, exifling circumfiances, opinions, and 
fuperflition, operate powerfully in their fa¬ 
vour, and prove the befl and fare ft bvil- 
wark to prevent European nations from 
opening a commerce by the Red Sea. Tip- 
poo, although a Mahometan, and a power¬ 
ful 
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fill as well as ambitious Prince, has not been 
able to promote a direct communication with 
the city of Conftantinopk and European Tur¬ 
key- His objea was to eftabliHi faaories at 
Mocha, and In other ports on the Red Sea, 
where the commodities of his country might 
be fold, and where he might have in ex¬ 
change whatever articles he flood in need of 
from the European market- Could we allow 
ourfelvcs for a moment to fuppofe that it 
wen* poflible fbr the French to cftabUlh them- 
felves in Egypt, there cannot cxift a doubt 
but that the menacing pofition which they 
would alTumc, would, with fuch an ally as 
Tippoo, be extremely unfavourable and even 
dangerous to the Britifh intcrefls in India, 
Welhould be then continually on the watch to 
guard againfl their machinations, as the fitu- 
ation«f Egypt would enable the French to 
waft to the ihores of India, m Icfs than a 
month, a numerous body, and kindle the 
flames of war, which has more than once re¬ 
duced the treafury and the refourccs of the 
Company to the lowed ebb. But wc have no¬ 
thing to apprehend: tlic Company have the 
fineft and beft-appointed army in the world j 

men who arc equal to the defence and pro- 
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icftton of Britifli India ; and wc may con- 
folc ourfelvcs, ’\.'\'hile that country is governed 
by wife and prudent meafures, that it may 
long continue to remain a valuable append¬ 
age to our empire. 

The Arabs are extremely., tcnacioua and 
jealous of their trade in the Red Sea, and 
private intrigue has prevetwed a general cx- 
(tnflon of commerce in thofe parts : tlie in-* 
fluence of the SherreefF of Mecca has been 
particularly exerted, with the view of draw¬ 
ing to his own port of Gedda the whole Of 
the cufloms, and prevent any participation in 
the high parts of that fea. 

Amongft the firft Engliflvmen that vilited 
Mocha was a Captain Sharpeigh in the 
Afeenfion. The Pallia of Sanaa, the ca¬ 
pital of the province of Yemen, which lies 
jSo miles N, N. E. from Mocha, difap- 
proved of his coming, and wumed him 
again A it in future. The Paflias of Cairo 
and Suakem, Simulated by the Arabs, and 
fiipported by the SherreefF of Mecca, feized 
the opportunity of making application to the 
Grand Seignior j they reprefented to him 
fliat the Afeenfion liad pinchafcd all the 
choice wares of India, to the great diminution 

of 
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of the cuftoms; and that if a ftop was not 
put to fiich pradticcs, it would be the over¬ 
throw of trade in thofe Teas. The Grand 
Seignior, by his Firmaun, commanded the 
Pafha of Sanaa, that if any more Englifh 
or other Chriflians came into thofe parts, 
that he aiould coniifeate their fhip and goods, 
and kill or captivate their men. Matters 
were thus tituated when Sir Henry Middle- 
ton, on the J3th day of November, 1616. 
arrived with three fhips and a viAualler at 
Mocha, charged with Utters from James the 
Firft to the Pafha on the lubjcdt of com¬ 
merce. But the Pafha, in place of encou¬ 
raging trade, feized Sir Henry, and fent him 
prifoner to Sanaa, from whence he contriv^ 
to make his efcape on board of his own Ihip. 
To obtain fatisfadtion for the infult, Sir 
Henry laid thevefleVs in the harbour of Mocha 
under embargo. This meafure produced apo¬ 
logies on the part of the Paflia, and a fum of 
money w'as obtained as an indemnification. 
We hear nothing more of any attempt to renew 
this intercourfc till Captain Andrew Shil 
ling, in the year 1618, was, in conUquence 
of Sir Thomas Roc*s ncgociation, fent Uom 

Sural to fettle the trade at Mocha. ® 
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tranfai^^tons toak place ’when the Turkifli 
empire was more formidable, and had more 
authority over ihetr diihint dependencies 
than they have at the prelcnt moment. Eveir 
in the year 1712 the power of the Grand 
Seignior over Yemen had fo far diminifhed, 
tiiat he condefccndcd to fend an AmbafTador 
to the King of Yemen, to complain that, 
bccaufe Europeans were allowed to load 
large ihips with cofiee, it was become fcarce 
and dear in Turkey, and the cuftoms of the 
Grand Seignior were hurt by it. The Am- 
boiTador ufed every effort and perfuahon in 
his power to prevent this trade in future, 
and with a view to divert the fimc into other 
channels. The King avoided the demand, 
was civil to the Ambaffador, but difmi0ed 
him without hh errand. 

The intcrcll which the Turks have, or ra¬ 
ther wiHi to polTels, in this trade is obvious. 
The policy which induces the Turks to 
be aiding and aiTilHng in precluding Eu¬ 
ropeans from any communication with India 
by Cairo and the Red Sea, to the total de¬ 
privation of European trade in that quarter, 
is evidently calculated to lay open tliat com¬ 
merce to themlelves, and to engrofs nil the 
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advantages thereof, which the Eaft-India 
Company have uniforr^ily endeavoured topre^ 
vent. The objea of the Turkilh empire, 
is. to dofc the ports in the Red Sea againR all 
European powers whatfoever; at the fame 
time to have them opai for the importation 
of the imniifaa:ures of India, in vcITcls be¬ 
longing: to the Muffulmen of that country. 
Tilts trade, with the coffee, gums, and the rich 
produce of Arabia, would be carried exchi- 
livdy into European Turkey. Conllanti- 
nopk would become the grand emporiiun of 
caflcrn commerce by the Red Sea. It is the 
imbecility of the Porte that preT-nents the 
completion of a plan fo beneficial to the 
Turkifh government, and which would ren¬ 
der nugatoiy and abortive all farther attempts 
on the part of the Eaft-India Company 
againft it. It is evidently not from political 
relation, or from any coincidence of mutual 
and reciprocal interefi, that the Turks are in¬ 
duced and fo readily inclined to Uften to the 
remonftranccs of our Ambaflador. It is 
their inability, and not their indination, we 
have to thank. The Arab Shcicksl and not 

the Pachas, fent by the Porte, have now the 

control 


■( 3s ^ 

control on the borders of the Red Sea } it 
is the intcrcfl of the Sherreeff of Meccai of 
the King or Imaum of Yemen» and of all 
the principal and leading men in Arabia to 
deal \tritii Europeans. By their medium 
th^' receive India goods, which are vended 
in Arabia and Turkey, and on which the 
Arabs impofc heavy duties: thefe duties by 
no means flow into the trcafurcs of the 
Grand Seignior, but, on the contrary, are 
retained by ihemfelves. The Porte, not- 
withlanding their inability of didlating to 
the Arabs, hnd it to their advantage to aflift 
them, in keeping fhut the overland com¬ 
munication ; and while they want the power 
to engrofs the trade to theraftlves. Hill en¬ 
deavour to prevent the participation of Eu¬ 
ropeans : for it is better that the Arabs, as a 
component part of the empire of the Turks, 
Ihould continue to enjoy the benefit w'hich 
the trade produces, than that any other na¬ 
tions flrould deprive them of it. The quef- 
tion therefore is, whether Is it for the in- 
tereft of Great Britain to aggrandize an 
empire, whofe commercial views interfere 
fo much with our own j or, ihould the 
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Arabs be protected and encouraged as thi! 
natural guardians of the barrier between 
Europe and the Eaft Indies, by the medium 
of the Defarts, and whofe advantage it is, 
while they permit a free trade in the Red 
Sea, at the fame time to prevent the Part 
of Suez from being the refort either of Eu¬ 
ropean or of Turkilh traders for the purpoie 
of conducing commerce w'ith any part of 
Europe. 

Tlie brilliant vldtory which has been re¬ 
cently obtained by Admiral Nclfon over the 
Toulon Fleet at the mouth of the Nile 
hands unparallelled in our Naval Hiftory: 
an adion fo decided, and at the fame time, 
achieved at a moment fo critical arid peri¬ 
lous, will, it is to be hoped, accelerate the 
approach of peace. This fplendid victory 
bids fair to open once more the harbours and 
ports of the Mediterranean to our Ihips, eRa- 
blifh our naval pre-eminence in that quarter, 
and in I’ome mcafurc reflore our trade to the 
Levant, which has been long ufurped by the 
French nation. It effcdtually cuts off Buon¬ 
aparte from every profpeif of rcfource or in¬ 
deed afliltance of any kind from the Direc¬ 
tory. It may probably involve the imme- 
VoL. L D diate 
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Jiatc furtcnJer of Malta, and ihc capture of 

the ci-devant Venetian iflands i and what is 
of the greateft confequence, it exalts and 
promotes our weight ami CDnfequcnce in the 
eyes of maritime nations. 

The ilcclaration of ^var by the Porte agalnft 
the Diredory of France^ even though the 
Divan (liould enter heartily and zealoufly 
into the views and mcafures of the Allied 
Powders, will neither avert nor procrafti- 
nate the impending fate of the Turkifh Em¬ 
pire. The Paflias and Governors of diftant 
provinces wdll not neglect the advantage 
arihng from a ftate of affairs fo unfettled, 
wavering, and precarious, and fo tempting 
at once to rapacity and ambition. The coa¬ 
lition of the Ruflians and the Turks is mon- 
llrous and incongruous; and, being merely 
a temporarj" expedient, cannot in any way 
alter the Jifcordant and oppofue views of 
their refpedive nations. 

The intercfl of Great Britain, on the con- 
clufion of the war, will remain in flatu 
quo, and cannot be affei^ed by any mcafures 
which the ncccflities of the times, aird the 
extraordinary pofturc of public affairs, may 
cither encourage or compel the Court of 
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Ruflia, whore throne is filkd by a dtrcendnnt 
of the Greek Empiie of Byzantium, or the 
Grand Seignior to adopt. 

In the tnidft of this arduous and expcnfive 
warfare, in which the political horizon daily 
wears a new compledlion, the Bridfli Mi- 
niftry will no doubt bear in mind the 
claims of this country to a port or ports in 
the Mediterranean. Now is the moment 
when a perntanent eftabliihmei^t fliould be 
effeftedi and the Ifland ot Candia at once 
presents itfelf as the objcdl of our choice. 
Such is the ihitc of the Turkifh. Empire, 
that the Porte would readily cede this valu¬ 
able and important ifland to the Crown ot 
Britain. 

It would appear that the French, like 
other reformers, have attempted to make re¬ 
ligion fubfervient to their purpofc, and to 
become acceflary in iomc mealure to am¬ 
bition and plunder. The flirine of the Pro¬ 
phet, the Chapel of Loretto, the Pope, the 
Sherreeffof Mecca, and the Lama, arecc|^ually 
rcfpcdlcd. I heard of a new religion avhile 
i was in Arabia, which had been recently 
clfabliflicd, and w*hat ^vas moft extraordt- 
naiy, in the vicinity of Mecca; but the 
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doctrines wliicli it inculcated had not fpread 
beyond the bounds of a particular family, 
and it was by no means likely to become ge¬ 
neral, or to extend over a country where pre¬ 
judice and enthufiafm are fo drongly rooted, 
and innovation fo dangerous, and where the 
paiTions of the inhabitants and the influence 
of climate tend equally to fupport and pro- 
n^ote the precepts of Maltomct. The def- 
tiny of Buonaparte is fixed; and although 
the fplciidonr of his former days may here¬ 
after illumine the page of hiftory, his expe¬ 
dition toEg)''pt will be recorded as an a£t of 
cxtiaragance and folly. 



travels, 



TRAVELS, 




The particular fituation of my private 
concerns requiring immediate attendance in 
India, and no opportunity of- a fea convey¬ 
ance by any eligible mode ofFering at this 
feafon of the year, 1 judged it moft advifa- 
ble to undertake an over-land joume)'. Early 
in the month of Auguft 1 addrefled the 
Court of Direftors of the Eaft-India Com¬ 
pany, acquainting them, that in confequence 
of their perm iffion, previoufly obtained, 1 was 
in rcadinefs to fet out for India on the ftiorteft 
notice, and requefled to be entrufled with the 
care of difpatches to their preiidencies abroad. 
The Court having granted my requeft, on 
the 2ift of Adgiifl, 1789, in the afternoon, 
I received from the Deputy Secretary a packet 
D 3 for 
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for Bombay, covering others for Bengal and 
Fort St. George, for which a receipt was 
taken in the iifual form. Some letters oi 
confe<[Ucnce from the Board of Control not 
being ready, 1 was detained till the next 
morning. 

At lo A. M. of the 22d, I left London^ 
accompanied by Mr. Adam Blackader, 
a furgeon on the Madras eilablifliment, who 
had the Company’s permifTion to return 
to his ftation over-land j a friend, who 
propoted to accompany us to Venice j and 
Mrs. Taylor, whofc intention was to return 
back from the laft-mentioned place. 

Our equipment for this journey con- 
fiftcd of a flrong travelling coach, com¬ 
pletely fitted up. We laid in a large ftock 
of portable foup, curry fluff, and fome 
good tea. The two former articles are of 
the greateft ufe in many fituations. particu¬ 
larly on the Defart, and the lift is a thing 
never to be procured, even at any price.— 
Cofiec is to be had every where, and confe- 
quently unneceffary to be provided before¬ 
hand, Mr. Blackaderand myfelf w'cre fcvc- 
rally provided witlt a gun and a pair of pif- 
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tols, both plainly mounted, with tite aeccHky 
apparatus, twelve lliifts of linen, one coat, a 
few pair of ihoes and Aockings, and a pair 

of boots, , 

Wcjudgedil ufeful, as we after wards tound, 

not to negledt a fmall medicine box, contain¬ 
ing the moft neceiTary articles m the protei- 
fion of pbyfic and furgery. We procured 
the beft maps of the country through which 
we were to pafs, with a road book by Du- 
tens, deferiptive of the fituation, loll, and 
produce of each diftrid, population, curio- 
fities, &c. &c.i a compafs by DoUand, a fpy 
ghfs, a thermometer, and fome phofphorus 

matches hermetically fcaled. to w hich i re¬ 
gret not having added a fmall fextant, Thefc 
articles were put up in a fmall compafs, which 
was after^vards reduced to a trunk for each 
perfon. independent of our bedding- 

Wc had two fervants, one a native of Ben¬ 
gal, and but of little ufe; the other a native 
of Italy, w'ho underdood French and Ger¬ 
man? hewasbedde a hair-drcller, valet-de- 
chambre, courier, taylor, cook, and purveyor 
for the party, willing to employ his talents 
in each capacity, as by turns they became 

nccelTary, ^ ^ On 


( iO ) 

On our arrival in the evening at Dover, 
wc were informed by the mailer of the packet 
boat, that the tide would anfwer about one 
in the morning. Determined to fpend the lafl 
evening in Old Kngland as liappily as we 
could, a good fupper was ordered, and wc 
continued our libations till wc were told it 
was time to embark. 

The dil^urlxinces in France rendered our 
paflage through that country precarious, if 
not dangerous, particularly being in charge 
of public papers; for bcfvdcs the Comjrany’s 
packet, there were others of conlideraWc 
import. The banditti were in full pofleiTion 
of the road, particularly to Marfcilles; and 
the affair of the Brcft plot, ivith the fudden 
departure of our AmhalTador, the Duke of 
Dorfet, from Paris, and tome other conco¬ 
mitant circuitjftanccs, rendered the name of 
an Englifhman ratlier unpopular. Thcfe 
confidcrations induced me to determine on 
the route through Germany, as being lefs 
Ilabk to either infukor delay. 

In this fituation Ofttnd was the port I deter¬ 
mined to make; the freight thither was fettled 
at ten guineas for thepaffengers, and two gui¬ 
neas for the carriage. A flock of proviflons 

and 


C 4‘ ) 

and wine, fufficleot for three days, being 
laid in at our own expence, we fet fail, with 
a fair wind, for the Continci« of Europe, 
leaving bch'ind the chalky cliffs, fo well de- 
feribed by the pen of our immortal Shak- 
fpeare; 

__How fearful 

And dizxy 'ds lo caft out eyes fo low! 

The CIOW 5 and choughs ibat vicing the midway air 
Shew fcarcc fo grofs iU beetles: half way down 
Hangs one that gaihers famplurc;—dreadtol trade 1 
Methinks ho feent* no bigger litan his head; 

■The fintermcn, that walk upon theWh, 

Appear like nrnce, and yon tail inchoring hark, 
Diminlfii'd to her eock; her cock a buoy, 

Almoa too fmall fur fight. The murpiuriDg fuige. 
That on the unntinihcr'dullc pebbles chafes. 

Cannot be heani fo high.—I'll look no luoie^ 

Left niy brain turn, aivd the deficient fight 
Topple (low'll headlong. 

The accommodation on board thefe pack¬ 
ets are exceedingly good t they arc fitted up 
in a particular fiyle of ncatnefsi the beds 
are clean, and every thing carries the appear¬ 
ance of comfort. The fea was fmooth, and 
left us quietly to enjoy our nap. Although 
we embarked at one A. M. of the 23^* fuch 
WHS our bad luck, that by a fliift of wind 
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we were prevented frgm reacliing Ofttrid rill 
late next evening. On onr arrival at the 
Hotel de la Cour Imperial, kept by an Eng- 
lilhman, we found that the carriage had 
fuflained Tome damage in t!ic cmbaTkation, 
It was allb necefTary to have our baggage 
examined at the cuftom-houfe. A pafT- 
port ^vas abl’olutely requifite: neither did 
the poft-mafler feem inclined to give us 
horfes, had every thing elfc been in train i 
Neceility obliged us to take up our abode for 
the night: in the morning (but not till near 
eleven o*do<:k) we had our trunks examined 
very civilly by the cuftom-houfc officers, 
who, for a trifling gratuity, did not in lift on 
tumbling about our fmall quantity of bag¬ 
gage, or of expofing it to the crowd. Our 
trunks were now plumbe, anti our pafTport 
delivered,-—-Here let me caution travellers 
to be careful in this refpeft. If their bag¬ 
gage be ftalcd in this manner, it is fure of 
paffing unmole lied through all the Emperor*s 
dominions, and the fame in France; that js, 
till fuch time as you have occalion to open 
your baggage, which may not be for fomc 
days, and then the fame thing is renewed: 
the operation is merely IkAening a piece of 

kad 
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lead with the cuftom-houfe Hamp in fuch a 
manner, that your baggage cannot be opened 
without rutting the firing to which the feal 
is attached. 

With two German poft ill ions, and four 
bad horfes, preceded by, our courier, we left 
Ofiend at half paft eleven, and took the 
road to Bruges.—The pens of many travel¬ 
lers having been employed, with fufficient 
induftry and circtimftantiality in defcribing 
the different countries traverfed in our route, 
I (hall fatisfy myfclf with merely detading 
the names of places, with the difiance of 
the ftages, and the time on the roadj and 
with adding a few obfervations that 1 judge 
cither interc fling or neceflary for the guid¬ 
ance of future travellers. 


i 
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MAJOR TAYLOR'S ROUTE 

fllOM . ^ 

. : 't; = 

LONDON to VENICE, , i 4^ 

12» AtJOUST, J789- . I 


In time of peace travellers may from 
Harwich to HelvoetJluys, and from thence 
by the Moordyke and Antwerp to Mcchlen, 
by water; from whence to Lovain it is only 
two pohs; or from Flulhing in the fame 
manner* 'fhere is a canal from Oflend to 
BruHcIs for thofe who may choofc that 
route. Travelling by water is remarkably 
cheap, and very commodious, all through 
the Low Countries, and in the fummer fea- 
fon it is extremely pleafant. The traveller 
has by this mode the befl: means of mixing 

• and 
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ami becoming acquainted with the clifpo- 
fition and manners of the people of the 
country through which he paifes: a circum- 
flince which cannot fail of being approved 
by the lovers of pure unfullied nature, \oii 
liuve befidcs an opportunity of viewing the 
country as you glide gently along, of reading 
and converfing at pleafure, or of making 
your remarks as objefts worthy of attentioa 
may occur. 

There is no necefhty for a traveller's mix¬ 
ing With the lowcfl clafles of the people: 
on the contrary, you may hire the roof or 
bdt cabin, where you exclude all other 
palTcngers, and aiTociate or not with them, 
according to circumftances or inclination. 
This mode of travelling is convenient in re¬ 
gard to baggage; it is not rubbed to pieces, 
as is always the cafe in poftiiig; and you 
have porters and men with hand-barrows 
ready on the arrival of the Traekfehuyt to 
convey the baggage wherever you order it. 
All this may be performed at a very mode¬ 
rate cxpencc. although it cannot be recom¬ 
mended for expedition. 


Route 
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oerlcnced 3 ETcat delay from want of horfci- 
Tone procurahE before two in the mom.ug- 
Hores is a ditty village, where you 
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Th^poa-houfe Is out of the town, a poor hoofc; 
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excenlrngly fle^ep and bad road; ^ fo? 

bad_litre another debyi not a horfe 
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RouteLondon to Venice. 
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R^murh, 


tj. In fonfi^quencc of iht great refort to iluft plac&j H 
traveller Iws n light to expe^ the bell accom- 
mndativn. We were here vvichLn a Ihort difV 
UiiCG of Spij but through very- deep roads* The 
approach to Aii-ln-Cliapelbi* for four miles* h 
iinfpeatibly bad, bL*ing inolitttftifiousi ivali heavy 
faiui \ the cotioify about overgrown wUh buihes, 
and eattrcmely wild in appearanCi:*—halted dl night 
to procune calh from the bai^kcr* 
i8* Indifferent accommtKlauoii* Ho horfes—complained 
to the CcHnmandanti whoaJTufcd us we fhould have 
the iirft that came in- 

I g. A dirty VTibge~!ioihing good e 6 be had herr* 

50i At the Vi lie de Pngue lokrahJc i arriviiig jud before 
the gaicii ill lit j oblincil toremam till five next morix-* 
lug dept i n ou r. cloihes^ 

Good accomiiiiOiiatiDti.—The laft ftage alon|f the 
banks of the Khicic io the town; the country bean, 
tifiilf vtfith plcalant viiligcs on tbe fide of tile fiver--’*; 
halted till the horfe^ fed* 

A dirty^ mean place ^ no accommodation* Hcii^ 
we were informed that the fair at Franckfert pre¬ 
vented onr gettiiiig hoffe^ f and although w e arrlv^ 
at one o'clock* w e were deiatncd till within twenty 
minutes of lix at a wretclied public-Iioufc—ba^t 
visuals aoii four wine^ with abimdaace of impo- 
litiorL«*<-at lad no hoiic^lor the fenants—^ibedri'i ing 
bad, 

•3. A very cemfortabk pofi-hotile. The I aft llagc^ 
tiOEwitliliandifig every incomeiiiente* p^ved the 
moft pleafiisg one we had expcf icnced- The Rhine 
conffiied between the In Us* with Heat hcHjfvs dole 
on die fiv^rr; tlie vineyards eKiended on ihe (ides of 
the mouufitixis^ and an excellent road keeping flje 
Vqh I. E 
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Rtmirku 


•tafl direflion of the dream j added hq (he to- 
nuntic bcjLiy of the countiy. Our hoft, undef 
various pretences, delayed dur departure till morn- 
iiigj pleading the ^tes being Ihut, and iHat horfeS 
were not procurable; but to make amends, he gas'O 
* us fotne ot the bell wine we had yet tailed. 

•1. Good accommodation—on the conHuence of the 
Rhine and MofeUe, palled the fornicr on a pant vo- 

p.5. Poor and ill built—no accommodation,—This (bge, 
we were under the neceffity of taking fix horTcs, 
the road beiiig ticlremcly Iteep and mount liuoi^. 
At two leagues from Cobknta palled ilic^hot baths 
of Embs, which belongs to the Piioce of Orange, 
No horfes, 

a6. Vety bad accommodation—,-Tlie lall flage fist hories 
. half way only.—A lliik out ot Nallaii crohed the 
Lahn in a flat-bottotued boat* 
a;. A poor, ill-built village, with had accomm^atloti 
‘ —no horfes till three 111 the morning ; obliged to 
lleep in ouf clothes in wretched beds; fet out with 
fix horfes, on account of the bad road.,—Hot njine' 
ral baths. 

tS. Good accommodation,—Warm baths.—No horica 
to be procured, 

sp. Good accommodation.—Laige, fpactous city, but 
narrow Ilntcis.—CrolTed the Rhine to the town 
over a handJbme bridge of boats, 
go. Bad accommodation—the town llecp, ill-biiUt, an^ 
dirty_On the Rhine. 

31. At the poll an elegant hotel. We arrived here 
with our horfes jaded I having broiighl them on two 
Rages, hailing nearly an hour at Oppenbelm to re- 
ficth them. On coming to the poll at half pall fix 

Ea P.M. 
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Rouitfrom Lot^m to Vetiiee. 
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Rcmarhu 
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P M dlfcovcicd a TchcBic to detain us alt ntglit 
for the beucfit of tlie hoiifc; w'iih much trouhk we 
got liorfcs at nine, hui too late, as the poll-maUcf 
well knew, to gain admittance into Manntim: we 
were, ihcicfore, obliged to fl^P to the carriage, 
nndcf a very heavy rain, at a foiall village withm 
thnrc miles of that place, where we changed horles, 
and at five 6‘clock crolTed a very handrume bridge of 
boats to Manheini.--On thc^ Rhine, _ 

Elc"^iit accolnmoJal^^>n■^^ with cxcdkot ’winc, ci- 
pecTally Burgundy and Tokay—^filled a balket vi^ith 
Qd viduals, and fome of ihe belt wine; having 
bufinefs to trantaft with the banker, haliea tea 
hours.— On the Rhine and Necksur. 

A ueat little tun, when: Wc dined very comfortaDly. 

_ f .q(t f tage the iron-work which fiipMrttrf the 

hind fpring of the carriage gave way—had it re¬ 
paired,— The poll a lingle howfe—bad accommo- 

A dirty village i bad aecommodalton—^The jvoftil'* 
lion at Waughaufil by fomc mlftake took the wrong 
roail, ami carried us confide rably out of tlie way: 
the ncarcll and belt is as follows, 

Waughaufil 

BrulcTial , . , , 1 Poll 


do* 
if do. 
do* 


35 


Kcnilingci) . » 

G'utawingcn 
Confiat . . , - ; 

At Craben the miflakc was difcovercd, but too 
TO return, and after much altercation 1 procured 
frum the poft-mafter the nearell tonic—travdl mg 

gfi, Th^pod but indifferent.—Obliged to hire a chaifc 

for the feivanis* i.„i,t-. 

E ^ 37* * oleraWc 
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Rm&rh. 


S . Tolerably good at the poll.—Tedious road. 

The port icarcfily tolerable—Nothing belter to bo 
" ’ had. 

od. Tolerable accotnmtjdation. 

^b. The inns arc poor, and accotninodaiioft bat indit* 
ferent. 

4t. Neat accgmiModatioi!—A fiuall vill^c. 

l<i. Decent accommodation in a very indiffensnt vilbgc 
—Slept in our clothes. 

43. Single houfe, very ^ood—horfes excelleat. 

44. Good accommodation j good drirers and hotfts,— 

’ The Danube, which we crolFcd at Ultn, is hcie an 
inconCtdcrable llream, but very rapid.-^Thc Danube 
is not navigable much higher than this place. ^ 

45. Bad_Pretty country-—horFes and driving. 

46. Good.—A neat iUtle fortified town, rtinarkably 
dean. 

47. A fingle houfe, very handforne,—This part ot the 
country extfcfnely 'pleqfant, wiih good roads, par¬ 
ticularly here, whete they am not inferior to ihaVof 

Bailj_.the clumps of trees and the didant view of 

the Alps affording a plcafiog pTofpeff; the people 
here utiderlland Iialian, and fpcak it a little, 
id. Accommodation very Indifferenl at the poll,—This 
^ place is famous tor a large and handrome abbey- 
being fatigued, remained all night. Stands on the 

river Illcr. f r ' 

49. The poll a fidgk houfe; very good. AnearyaFceol 

from Kemptcfi. 

fiO. No aocumaiodfliian—road good amougfl bills.— 1 nc 
poil-maflcr here can fave a traveller fomething to 
m ooibt of diltance, by fendiog him a near roerf 
^ E 4 direfl 
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dkcfl la Lcrmcs, and iticrcby arading Fucft'^iv; 
but in This crafc ym cnylt pay a guilder a hoiic lo 
the ptill-iiiaftcf of dial placc> aiid m tloli^g To yuu 
hvii bolh money and dlfiance. 

^1* Poor accommodaiLoiu^—A romantic finiauDn; an 
old caftle, waier-tal]* furTOiinding liHISj and a co- 
Teitd bridge, which is fteqiicntiv met widi in tlie 
Tyrol I ihc river Lect runs patl, and near to the 
butKtm of the Alps: the bridges being of wood, aie 
coveredj id pteferve thernt from the rain. 

The pod good* and neat.~Fivc ndtes from Fuefcn, 
whicn is nearly the iiammcnceiUEiit of the Tyrol, 
you begin to alceiul the Alpsf, and foon after pafs 
ihc litiTe ibrt of Nubaj, which formerly was gar- 
rifojiEal, blit fines the war between ihc Emperor 
and the Tuiki the garrifon of Nubas^ as well as 
all the other Awall forts on the Alp% arc wiihdrawn: 
they arc bulk in iituations lo command the indt 
difScuk palfes.—Rciia Hands alfiion the liver Leek* 
Good accommodation?i—Clofc by ihc river Loyfa, 
beweeo Reka and LermeSj paUtd tbrougb ihc 
cattle of Fhrenburg, but which coniaiiied no iroups. 

54. But indifferem accommodation.—The road bemg 
very dangerous ttest ibgc, drank ica whilll the 
moon was getting up* 

55* The port a fingk boufe, with good aconmmodaiian. 

^6. Kxceflfiit inns—No hnrfes. Cuiiiii Potocki, the 
Politti Ambafladot to the Forte, having gone on a 
fhori lime before we arrived, obliged to watt the 
return of the Jjdrfcs, along with marry other travel- 
kr?, ihc Conni's fuite being nearly one Uundred 
er loji. 
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Rtmrki, 


ifi. PoR a firtglc 1 tad a^oiran^tlon^Cjm* 
this ftagc with fix horfes; 

CO. Good accomtncxIaticiii^A fmall , 

66. Poft a finglc houfe up a«ommodsnon.^hc road 

ffcarrow ^md confinedj bnt tolerably § ■ « 

ll' vilbpi g«d; 4 - 

63. .L= ».8u.»« 

the RuhTA altd Elfoch* ^ 

64. The poft a fingi* houfe, wilhout accommodatio 

for tiavellers—iTic road along the SilJ. ^ 

65. The poUafioglc hnufe t no ^cominodnioii—-««» 

a narrow defcti'l along the Sul. _ 

66 . Dined at the Son, an excellent 

high order. This town is rematltahly dean and 

67. SVecommodatioB.—Here the cooniry begins to 
open. 

68 . No accommodaiioti. , vi 

69. No accommadaiion—Road -Np _ 

obliged to wait the moft part of die tu^i m the 

carriage. 

70 . No accommodation. - r>u mir 

71 Good accommodation—No hoTfes.—Ghang^ ^ 
^ for the better, taking fite low r^d to Venice 

in place of the hilly one by the way of Balfono. 

7a. No accommodation.— The road pretty good along 

7S.and74f'^hanged horfes at Roveredo, wkhoui grt- 
” Zltxxt of tl^ carriage, and arrived a. Ala. where, 
after putting to the horfei, we proceeded on. 

75. Acconmiodation not good. lodifferciw 
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mi- 


gDOJ 

way 

y,txh 


InJiffcrtnl acCfsminodalitin.—Halted twenty 

Excellent mps—^breakfafted—^On the Adige, 
Ifidiffcrent accofnmodaiifin—Fine roads, 

laurfesarji drivers, n 

Bad acCocumodation^—a little place^^On the 
tfeither broke dawn; kaltcd and repaired. 

Good accommcdalioD, and excellent loads^ 
great cxpeditionF 

8i No accocnniodatkjii^’-^Iloads go™. 

«!t. The Anpilad'OroancxceUent mn, where we lup- 
pctl,_10n tlic Brenta. i ^ i 

6dwii the rivex Breata In a covered boai. and crofled 
the Laguac to Venloc, wbieh toot *i5 ten 
fiom Pilua: I apprehend, from anr lea^wig r^m 
at niEht, that the iKjalmcii were not very 
and that it may be done in mucb iefs tune. 1 htre 
ait a few SncotifideTahk locks on the river, if it 
maybe termed fo, having awre the appeal^ of i 
miid ditch;—By land from Pudua to Dolo ii tea 
JiiiRUfb miles; front thence to Fnima the lame 
dilUnce; Fufini being aiuaied where i^c Brcnti 
debouches into the Lagiine, you muff take 
boat to esny you acmw to VciUCCi whidi is diiwt 
i^KUi four or five milhs* 
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As the hafty manner in which w'c tntvcllw! 
left but little time for obfervation, I fhall 
only take notice of thofe fccncs which^ in the 
courfe of the joumc)'', appeared to me the 
moft ftriking and worthy of remembrance* 
The inquilitive traveller will be able to pro¬ 
cure the beft books deferiptive of the towm 
and countries through which his route may 
condudl him at all the principal cities in Ger¬ 
many and Italy, where he may allb provide 
himfelf with the moft correct maps of the 
refpedlive ftates of which they arc the capi¬ 
tal: on thefe authorities he can better rely 
than the information afforded by modem 
tourills. 

The majeitic flow and beautiful fcencry of 
the Rhine muft ever clain^ the attention of a 
traveller. This noble river takes its rife in 
thecountT)'^ of the Grifons, and empties itfelf 
into the fea below Leyden. On its varie¬ 
gated banks arc fituatcd fome of the fineft 
cities Germany has to boaft of j and we mull 
-ever regard with admiration the bridges of 
boats fo frequently met ^vith on this delight¬ 
ful ftream. The Pont Volant at Cobicntz, 
conflrtiftcd to receive with cafe a coach and 
fix horfes completely hamefled, and by one 

movement 
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movemenl tranfported to the oppofitc fliorc, 

is alfo worthy of remark. 

The port from Remmagan to Andcrnack, 
along the banks of the Rhine, is particularly 
ftriking: as we approached the town by 
moonlight, nothing could exceed the pidn- 
reftjiie appearance of its ancient fortifications, 
and intlantly recalled to memory the id. a of 
a certain kind of feene painting, where the 
riling moon ilifeovers the battlements of an 
ancient fortrefs, probably the rcfidcnce of 
fomc captive fair; and in this comparifon 
there is fome analogy, at lea ft in point of 
beauty, foriihe daughters of our hoR were 
the prettiefl girls 1 faw in Germany : I really 
believe their charms, joined to the father’s 
difficulties and obftades already mentioned, 
proved a ftrong incitement to my companions 
confenting fo readily to remain all night. 

The town of Manhcim, tiic elegant rcR- 
dence of the Eledlor Palatine on the conflu^ 
ence of the Rhine and Kcckar, demands our 
notice j the regularity of its Ibcets, the gran¬ 
deur of its public, and the neatnefs and 
uniformity of its prh'atc buildings; the 
ftrengtir of its fortifications, and advantages 
from nature in point of fituation, with its 

elegant 
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elegant bridge of boats, contribute at once to 
its faluhrit)'^ aoJ bcau^ 3 ^ 

The baths of Embs, two leagues beyond 
Naflau, belong equally to the Houfes of 
Orange and Heffe Darmibidt. The com¬ 
pany who came here are lodged chiefly in the 
old palace belonging to the Utter, We halted 
only a few minutes, during vvhich time we 
were i'upplted with a pamphlet deferiptive 
of the plaee, and the virtues of its waters. 
Swallbactc and Wifbaden have likcwdfe mi¬ 
neral fprings, but I did not find that they 
were much frequented, excepting by thbfc 
whofc finances would not permit their vifit- 
ing the more faChionable reforts of Aix-la- 
Chapelle and Spa. I cannot entirely pafs 
over the grand and ftriking beauties of the 
Alps, whofe lofty fummtts rjfe in majeflic 
grandeur to the Iky. Fc«: fome flages pre¬ 
vious to our arrival at Fuefen we had 
an cafy afeent: five miles beyond this place 
we began to encounter the Alps through a 
narrow and rugged road to Reita, We found 
great improvements going on in this refpeft, 
the way in fome places being extremtly dan- 
gerous, particubrly on your way to Naaa- 
rcith, Near to tlus place, on your left, 

{lands 
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ftands the Vecrftecn fort, and the lake Seg- 
mundfburg, remtirkable for its JltULitton. 1 he 
tops of the Alps were covered witli fnow j but 
their narrow confined valleys, inhabited by 
an induflrious people, appealed in the higbell 
cultivation. It is with afionifliing care they 
colled their hay from the fides of the niouti- 
tains, from fmall patches fcarcely acccffiblc 
to their native goats, and forming a kind 
of Hoping terraces to their very futnmit. 
Thinly fcattered we perceived the folitary 
manfions of thefe poor but happy people t 
and here and there a humble ileeple re¬ 
minded'us, on the bofom of thofe wild and 
tremendous mountains, that we were iUll in 
a Chrifiian land. 

In paffing the cafilc of Elircnbcrg the 
memory of the great Charles the f ilth 
.recurred to ray mind, and the fatal efieds, 
occafioned by the Proteftsint confederacy, be¬ 
ing illegally and unjuftifiably put under the ban 
of the empire by that monarch. This callle 
was feized in the year i ^46 by the famous 
Sebafiian Schcrtel, who commanded a body 
of troops raifed by the imperial city of Augf- 
burg in fupport of the confederacy, v,'ith a 
view to prevent the Pope^s forces from pe- 
VoL. I, F netrating 
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nctiating into Germany, and joining tfae 
Emperor. This experienced officer would 
have rendered cflential ferviccs, had not the 
orders of the Ekaor of Saxony and the 
Landgrave of Hcffic direfted his retreat ; on 
which the Italians gained poffieffion of the 
defiles, and amongfi others retook from 
Schcrtel’s garrlfon the fortrefsof Etirenbcrg. 

The material confctjuence of this caftle 
confifts in its defending the entrance of the 
Tyrolcfe, and being a ftrong barrier be¬ 
tween Italy and Germany. Maurice of Sax** 
ony got polTcffion of it in the year 1552, at 
the time he fo nearly furprifed Charks the 
Fifth at Infpruck; and if it had not been 
for the mutiny of a mercenary corps, that 
monarch would have been reduced to 
the mortifying flate to which he fubjeflcd 
Francis after the battle of Pavia, and lo re¬ 
cently the Eledor of Saxony tjnd the Land¬ 
grave of HclTe. He fled with his minlfters 
precipitately from Infpruck, leaving his 
baggage to be plundered by the foldicrs of 
his fucccfsful opponent^, 

* Robert Con's Hi fiery, vol. ir. 
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Between Volarni and Bcrr>' the road 
lies in one part along the fide of a fteep moim- 
tain, extremely dangerous for carnages, wtth 
a river immediately under, witliout any wall 
to prevent the moft dreadful confcquenccs, 
niould the horfes take fright, or your con¬ 
veyance by any means be thrown off the 
road. Wc paffed this defile in the middle of 
the night, attended by heavy min and fevere 
fUlhes of lightning, with loud claps of 
thunder, which fer^-ed to heighten the lertor 
of the Icene. We were met by above fifty poor 
wretches on our approaclung the 
but as it feemed doubtful whetlujr t cy i 
not intend fometbing very Uiffer^t 
affifiance, we prepared accordingly. V 
afterwards found, by their great complai- 
fance, that their intention was, to fupport t c 
carriage from any accident of tumbling over 
the precipice, by fuppoitmg the oft whee^^ 
with their fhoulders; and tlmt they ha a - 
fcmbled in fiich numbers waiting the arnv 
of the Count d^^rtois, hourly expeaed m 
Italy. A little money at a barrier or arc ic 
gateway, at the end of the pafs, whic was 
opened to us, eafed us of their importunityj 
and indeed a ftratagem of my fervaiii s, 
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rode courier, was of conllderabJe ufe* The 
firft party of thofe people that we jnet afked 
him if he belonged tb the Count’s fuit: he 
anrwered in the affirmative, and that the 
Count s carriage was in the rear; conict^uciitly 
, the lirft carriage was allowed to pafs under 
an eafy efcort, and at an eafy expence. 

At Volami the pofi-ma/ter detamed us iome 
time from the want of a bulletin, which llg- 
nifics a permifllon from the ftate through 
which you pafs to procure port horfes at an 
caficr rate than if you travelled without fuch 
permifllon. This Is eafily obtained by your 
banker at any of the principal tow’ns, and 
entitles you to fome eonfideration. We 
ffiongly infiRed that the application was 
made and obtained at Venice, and the poft- 
maflcr at lafl gave up the point. 

In travelling tlirough Germany and the 
Tyrolcfe, a traveller meets w ith toll-bars very 
frequently, which occafions fume detention^ 
iinlefs his courier perfcdly underibnds the 
intricacies of the German coins. In the 
Tyrol a general paflport is fometimes given, 
upon payment of a certain fum, which is by 
far the beft method. The variety of money 
met wdth on the road is perplexing. Books 

arc, 
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arc, however, eafily procured at the large 
towns, afeertaining the value of all coins 
uled in Germany: every petty prince claims 
the privilege'of coming his owm money. 

The living gn the road is in general but 
inJIfierent, and I would advife travellers, when 
they met with good wine, to be particularly 
careful in laying in a flock for two or three 
days, as it is not always to be met ^vith; on 
the contrary, you are often fupplied at inns, 
decent to appearance, with poor wines, ajid 
fometimes even four. As to Burgundy or 
Bounleaux, it is hardly ever to be had 
good; the wine of the Rhine is tliat alone 
on which you can depend. It was much 
our cuflom to have a balket w^ith w'ine and 
cold meat in the carriage j by which means 
wc confulted our appetites, and not the 
formality of hours. Indeed, had we not done 
fo, accommodation would have frequently 
been wanting, and we thould have fuftcred 
the mconvcniencc of hunger for a tong Rage, 
or perhaps two. In the article of bedding, 
if you do not carry your own, nicety mull 
not be looked for; but indeed tlie carriage, 
w'ith good blankets, is. in my opinion, pre¬ 
ferable to moil German beds you meet with 

F 3 on 
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on the road. Should tlie traveller have 
time to make it convenient, by remaining 
all night at large towns, the cafe is dif¬ 
ferent, and the only exception is the ihects 
being damp, and the mattreflcs not very 
dean; but the rooms arc fpacious, the beds 
^ roomy and agreeable to the eye. After all 
the little difagreements that a traveller expe¬ 
riences, efpecidly an Englifhman, he muft 
furely he amply repaid by tlie variety and 
novelty of the fccnc j and even in fo long a 
journey, Oiould nothing more pleafmg than 
the city of Venice prefent itfclf, 1 fliould 
think it a fufficient compenfation for all the 
difficulties encountered by any travdler. 

Venice, as you approach it from the La- 
gune or Salt Lake, on which it Hands, fills 
_the mind with wonder and refped. It ap¬ 
pears the miftrefs of the fuirounding waters, 
and the emporium of the world, riling, as it 
T>verc, from the bofom of the ocean, while 
every moment as you draw nearer to this 
magnificent city adds to your allonifitment. 
Its palaces, arfenal, paintings, and fculpturc, 
have all been deferibed ^ and I fhaJl only add, 
that I muH place the view of the city of 
Venice, and its furroundmg dependencies, 

from 
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from the top of St, Mark’s fteeple, 300 feet 
from the elevation of the water, as the Eneft 
fight I ever beheld- 

It will be obferved, that our great ground 
of complaint during this journey xvas the 
delay occafioned from the want of horfes^ 
the poft-mafters frequently not keeping up 
their proper number, or elfe employing them 
their farms or other drudgery; as alfo 
from the badnefa of the roads at fome times, 
and the bad driving of the German poftih 
lions I wliom neither money nor menaces cmi 
roufe from theii; lethargy. In Italy the driv¬ 
ers are much more alert, and approach nearer 
in every refpedl to thofe of England. 1 lio 
hamefs all through both Germaity and Italy 
is infamoufiy bad. frequcnily nothing better 
than common rope, and often of iintanned 
leather, fo rotten that you are continually 
appreheniive of fomeihing giving way j and 
your temper is much tried by the tedious re¬ 
pairs of your phlegmatic guide, who dif- 
mounts to adjuft this hamefs with the fo* 
Icmnity of a fenator. From this faft it is 
necefTary to have harnefs for tour or even fix 
horfes, efpccially with a coach, as you are 
fometimes obliged, in long llages,aiid where 
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the roads arc bad, to take that number* Good 
Engliili laddies for your fer\'anrs will ena¬ 
ble them to continue on horfeback much 
longer than if they were fupplied with the 
vile uncafy German ones. Afterwards they 
will be found particularly ufeful, ihouJd a 
traveller prefer the Great Dcfart, as they arc 
much more pleafant than the faddtes procured 
in Syria, and withal much cooler in warm 
weather. The lightncfs, and at the fame time 
the flrcngth of your carriage, is a circum- 
ftance to be conhdered in travelling through 
Germany; were thele properties united in a 
poft-chaife, 1 fltould prefer it to any other 
conveyance, whether Englifh or foreign. 

The want of horfes conftitutes, as I have 
already faid, a great grievance, and is a con¬ 
vincing proof of the bad cffeils of monopo¬ 
lies, No peribn in the town or village hut 
the poll-mafter dares to give you horfes, unlcfa 
with his permiflion; and for this cxcluiive 
right the Emperor receives a handfome duty, 
to the great annoyance of travellers, particu¬ 
larly of thofo who come to fpend their money 
abroad, and who, befides delays, experi-; 
ence great inconvenience in bciog frequently 
obliged to halt at dirty inns-without accom- 

mpdation 
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modation of any kind. To an Englilli tn- 
vcllcr nothing can be more difgufting. For 
thefc delays there is no rednefs. 1 attempted 
at juliers to complain to the Commandant, 
in whole hands 1 was told the authority lay: 
he acc|nainttd me that 1 fliouUl be fupplied 
with the firft hories that arrived, allowing 
them half an hour to eat their com. But 
this w^as nothing to tvliat we fuffered at 
Wilbad, a place famous for its hot baths. 
On our arrival we were told the horfes would 
be immediately put toj but, to our utter 
mortification, before that happened, the dili¬ 
gence came in, fwept the ftable of eveiy 
horfe, and left us moping in the carriage 
to contemplate the miferies of Iiuman life 
in the figure of cwry invalid, as they 
crawled from their quarters to walk in the 
garden, or to ufe the medicinal tvaters of 
this place at an early hour in the morning* 
The poft-maficr, feeing us determined not to 
alight, procured us horfes taken from his 
hay-cart, after a detention of one hour and 
fifty-five minutes. 

Thcfe and fimilar delays occafioned, 1 may 

aCTcrt, our being two days longer on the road 

than 
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than WD flioiild otherwife liave been: there 
were, however, fomc circumflances in favour 
of the pt>fl*m afters—^the great demanil for 
horfes to tfanfport the French refugees, the 
revolution at Liege, and the annual fair at 
Franckfort, contributed confiderably to the 
icarcity. For trvo days we experienced a 
hardfliip from Count George Potocki, the 
Ambaflador from the republic of Poland to 
the Porte, having with a fultc of nearly one 
hundred people got before us on the road, 
taking all the poft-horfes, and obliging our 
party to wait tlieir return, or what was 
equally unpleafant, to hamefs his jaded cat¬ 
tle. At Trent, to put a ftop to the like in- 
convenicncc* we changed our route, and ar¬ 
rived in Venice nearly twenty-four hours 
before the Count. I irtention. thefe trivial 
matters only to put a traveller on his guard* 
and to advife him to lay in a ftock of patience 
as a very neceftary article for the journey- 
It fometimes happens that you arrive late 
In the garrifon towns, and that bctvveen the 
time of your arrival and departure the gates 
arc fhutf in this cafe, patience muft be called 
in to wait the opening of the gate at day¬ 
break : 
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break: this circumftancc happened only 
twice: once at Cologne, where we intended 
to flop a few minutes to rcfrtfh, but were 
obliged to remain till five next morning, 
fleeping in our clothes till that hour again; 
and at Andemacli. 

Having mentioned the revolution at 
Liege, I cannot help cxpreiTing the joy af^ 
forded me by this dawwngof Liberty, that 
trueft blcfling of mankind, the fpontancous 
growth of our native foil. May it continue 
to floorifti without licentioufncfs, and with¬ 
out that fanguinary tendency which, during 
the levolution in France, has for ever ftained 
its annals with irrepaiabie infamy and re¬ 
proach ! Prcvioully to our getting to Liege, 
we found the inhahitants of the country 
wearing the cockade of Liberty, and on our 
arrival at the gate w^e wxre under the nccef- 
fity of evincing our fatisfadion by purchaf- 
ing cockades for ourfelves and fervants, and 
fixing them in our hats. The gate was 
guarded by armed citizens, who received us 
under fixed bayonets: we were very civilly 
conducted to the poft-houfe. on the other 
fide of the town. The poft-maller during 
breakfait informed us, that all the military 
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had been expelled, and the town was entireljr 
guarded by the citizens: many of the prin¬ 
cipal inhabit ants, to avoid the precarious and 
uncertain lefuk of tumulcuons proceedings, 
had left the place i but the Prince BiOtop itill 
remained at his palace, about three miles 
dillant from the city. This revolution has 
been followed up by many others: Europe 
has been ravaged contending armies, and 
all the horrors and miferics of war have 
been ejtperienccd by the devoted inhabitants 
of thofe countries where rite fpirit of repub¬ 
lican ifm and organization has gone abroad. 
The fword is yet drawn: neither is there the 
Icafl probability or even a polfibiiity that 
Europe, the moft civihfed quarter of the 
globe, can exill under the lyftcm of terror 
and aggrandizement which now threatens 
the overthrow of every eftablijhed govern¬ 
ment, or even that the Frertch people wil! 
thcmfcivcs permit it, 

VVe were accommodated at the Ils Tres 
Res very expenlivcly, though not the bell 
tavern in the place. Petrillo's is efteemed 
the moll fafhionable, and confequently the 
moft approved ; but Count Potocki had pre- 
viouHy engaged every room in tire houfe. 

Both 
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Both thcfc houfes are on the Grand Canal, and 
which is hy far the bcil fitnation in thcciry. 

September 1789. Soon after our ar¬ 
rival I waited on Mr. Ritchie, the EngUfK 
Conful and Charg^ des Affaires, in abfmcc 
of Mr, Stranger the Rcfidcnt at that place. 
To that gentletnan I delivered my letters, 
and acquainted him, that having charge of 
packets to India, it was my W'ith to profe- 
cutc the jouiTiEy W'itb all pofliblc difpatch, 
and requefted his afliitance, Mr. K.itchie s 
Rate of health not permitting of great pcrfonal 
exertions, he informed me that liis Deputy, 
Mr. Watfon, would tranfad the buiinefs to 
my fatisfadlion. 

Septemher loth. Mr. Watfon waited on 
us next morning to breakfafl. After ex¬ 
tolling his abilities and fervices to the Com¬ 
pany in the courfe of laft war in forwarding 
difpatchcs, he informed me, there were few 
or no vcfrels at that feafon bound for the Le¬ 
vant: had w'C arrived, he-faid, a month ear¬ 
lier, there was plenty of opportunities . to 
Cyprus or Alexandria procurable on cafy 
terms: however, that be would go on the Ex¬ 
ha nge, and do t!ie beJf t but he advifed our 
being filent regarding our intentions of pro¬ 
ceeding 
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cecdtng to the Eaflward ; adding* that any in¬ 
timation of that kind would conridcrably en¬ 
hance the price of a paflage. On the re¬ 
commendation of Mr. Ritchie* we impli¬ 
citly relied on this man in every particular, 
and expelled foon to hear from him. 

Sept, iith. Although we were extremely 
anxious, we faw nothing of him till the next 
day, when we were told, his endeavours had 
not been fuccefsful, from the large Turns afked 
for the trip j that, however, he had a per Ton 
in his eye, who, he doubted not, would 
treat with him on more rcafonable terms, 
Difliking this delay, 1 could not avoid con- 
fulting the banker. Mr. Martin, on our in¬ 
tended journey:. he advifed our proce^ing 
to Patras in the Gulf of Lepanto, and by the 
Morea to Conflantinopie by land, and from 
thence to Aleppo s at the fame time promif- 
ing to look after a veflel. 

When we faw Mr, Watfon in the morn¬ 
ing, wc were made acejuainted that the ne- 
gociation was going on: no pofitive terms 
had been fettled, but in the courfe of the 
day matters would be brought to a conclu- 
iton. In the evening he came again to inform 
us, that every thing was finUlied; that the 

agreement 
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agreement would he drawn up in the mom^ 
ingf but that he had much dreaded the in¬ 
terference of the hanker, who^ he told us^ 
had nearly interrupted the bufinefs by his 
imprudence in endeavouring, as he had 
kindly proinlfed, to accelerate our departure. 
The fliip would be ready to fad by the i6th 
at farthcfl, and he would wait on us with 
the agreement j a copy of which will be 
ft^imd in the Appendix. 

It was now oeccllaiy to tltink of our flock 
for the voyage, which was laid in under the 
management of Mr. Watfon. On the i6th 
the adling Conful acquainted us by note, 
that a Venetian man of war being in. die 
Channel, prevented our fltips getting 
through; but that the carlicft opportunity 
would be embraced for that purpofc. 

The lyth at night the vcflbl got through 
the Channel, and nearly twelve miles diRant 
from the city. As it was intended that we 
Ihoiild embark next day, a proper coach w'as 
provided, and our baggage and Rock fent 
otf very early in the morning. By this time 
it W'as agreed, that Mrs. Taylor ihould pro¬ 
ceed on die journey, the friend whofe inten¬ 
tion 
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tion it was to have acconipaJ^ied her bacfe 
having been left extremely ill at Aix-Ia-Cha- 
pelle. There was no Eiiglilli family in 
Tvhoic care 1 could leave tier at Venice; and 
ilie was not only willing but extremely dc- 
iirous to accompany me in the fatiguing 
journey that I had undertaken, 

1 find it here extremely proper to obferve, 
that to repofe too much tnift in matters of 
this kind in any fubordinatc agent mull ever 
be wrong. In place of agreeing with the 
maftcr of a Sclavonian Ihip, which was done 
for us. and who belonged to a nation unculti¬ 
vated and favage, Mr. Watlbn would have 
done well to have asreed with the com- 
mander of a fmall Eaglilh brig then in the 
harbour, and ready to fail for the iHand of 
Zante; from whence we could cafily have 
procured a pafiage to any port in the Levant. 
The circumftancc of an Eoglifh vcllel being 
at Venice was kept a profound fecret: and 
1 cannot help thinking, that for a fmall fmn 
ivc were put on board of a Ihip, badly man¬ 
ned, a bad failer, and fuhjcdl to every in¬ 
convenience and difadvantage: for, after a 
tedious and difagrceablc pall'age to Zante, 
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wt fauod iliat the Englifh brig had arrived 
more ihan three weeks before us, w'as loaded, 
and had failed for England, and that we were 
neceflitated to hire another veflel at the cx- 
pcncc of 200 guineas, in onlcr to pcofecutc 
our voyage. Let me caution travellers 
againfl Sciavonians in particular, and againfl 
the artifices of all menial agents whatfoever. 

It is proper to mention, before leaving the 
continent, that calli is eafily procurable at all 
large towns on the circular notes of London 
bankers. Their correfpondents, to whom 
you arc introduced by a circukir letter, arc 
numerous, and you are paid the exact value 
of whatever you depofit in their liands in Lon¬ 
don, without dcduclion or abatement of any 
kind. The utility of this plan is univcrfilly 
acknowledged by all travellers who have ufed 
ihcfc notes, and highly merits the attention of 
the public, and of which further notice will 
he taken. From feme extratfls procured at 
the India Houle, Trielle was pointed out as a 
very favourable port for embarkation to the 
Levant. In order exadlly to afeertain this 
point, 1 addrefled the Conful, Mr. Stan¬ 
ley, from Infpruck, the 5th of September, on 
the fubjedl, re<jucfting him to w'riie me at 
Vot. I. G Vcnkc; 
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Venice, from whence the pa^Tage is not more 
than thirty-fix hours when the wind is fair. 
That gentleman replied under date the 13th 
September, by informing me, “ There wms 
** no veflel bound to the coafi; of Syria } the 
** only fliip for the Levant was one loading 
" for Conllantinoplc, and which w^ould 
** depart the end of the month;” adding, 
** fiiould you think it more expedient to hire 
** a vcffel, I imagine Venice a more proper 
“ place than Triefte.” 

Without attention to the marine divifion 
of time, I lhall commence my fca journal; 
which, although dull and uninterefting, 
is nevpthelefs ncceflaiy for the information 
of the traveller, 

Friday, igrh September, 1789, At four 
o’clock P. M, of tiiis day we reached the 
Madona del Scarpello St. Anna e St, Anto¬ 
nio de Padua, 12 miles from Venice, hav¬ 
ing left that place, after an early dinner, 
about one o’clock, the wind being contrary. 
This veflel, with fo many high-founding 
names, was about the burden of 300 tons, 
mounting 18 fix-pounders, and navigated by 
30 Sciavonians, Captain Georgio Woivo- 
dich, tlic commander, wa« of the fame na- 
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tion, and a native of the Bay of Cattaro in 
Dalmatia. The cabin and flitc-room 'W'cre 
fmail for the fize of the fhip. Captain 
Woivodich reierved for himlelf and his mate 
part of the fteerage, and appropriated the re- 
inainder to our fervants. The mate was the 
only Italian on board, and adied as chief and 
only officer, purfer, fteward, and fecretary: 
for fuch was the ignorance of oiir com¬ 
mander, that he could neither read nor write, 
nor did he pofTefs the common requifites of 
good breeding. 

September 19th, All this day the wind 
ivas blowing hard and diredfly again fl our 
quitting the channel, 

September 20th. To-day the wind was 
much as yefterday, with unpleafant rainy 
weather. 

September 21 ft. At four o’clock A. M. 
we weighed anchor, and were towed out of 
the channel by boats, in company of a fmall 
Englifh brig, 

September 2 2d, We made the coaft of 
Iftria this morning by eight o’clock, the fhip 
being clofe in with the town of Revigno: our 
Captain went on fhore, and returned in two 
hours with fome fine grapes, vegetables, and 

G a bread 
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bread—Stood along a rocky and barren Ibore, 
and paffed the Cabo di Iflria with moderate 
weather* 

September 23d* PalTed the iilands of 
Ozerot and St. Pedro—moderate and fair 
weather, with light breezes, 

September 24th. This morning coaflcd 
the long ifland, which is apparently barren, 
without houfes or culture of any kind, and 
abounding w'hh volcanic hills—Weather mo¬ 
derate, with light breezes—During the night 
we parted very near to the fmall ifiands of 
St* Andre, Leilia, 6tc. and before fun-fet the 
ifland of Agorta was in fight. 

September 25th. In the night hca\y 
fqualis with much rain—PalTed Agofla, as w c 
did alfo the ifland of Mel Ida in the evening- 
September 26th, Parted the little republic 
of Ragufa in the night. This place pays an 
annual tribute to the Turks of 20,000 piaf- 
tres, and enjoys a confidcrable trade* ''I'his 
morning three Venetian row-galleys parted 
us for the Bay of Cattaro. I'liis being the 
port in Dalmatia mentioned in the agree¬ 
ment with the Sclavonian, wc entered the 
harbour at half part twelve o*clock, and fa- 
Juted the fort of Cartle Novo with three 

guns. 
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guns, which was immediately Teturncd, 
There being but little wind, it was not till five 
o’clock that we call anchor witliin half a 
mile of the ihore, ivherc there is deep w'ater^ 
and not far Jiftant from the fort; at this place 
we had reafon to expeil a detention of no 
more than two days, and indeed there was 
but little profpc< 5 t of fpending comfortably a 
much longer time : the country round us 
appeared very mountainous, with no culti¬ 
vation: grapes, it is true, grew on the fides 
of the hills, clofe down to the water-fide, 
but no appearance of grain of any kind. 
The tops of the mountains were cov'crcd 
with volcanic lava, which is the calc all 
over the Dalmatian coaft, and exhibits a very 
barren and forbidding afpedl:. 

The bay itfcif is deep, large, and commo¬ 
dious, and completely land-locked. From 
the Bocca or mouth of the bay to the town 
of Cattaro the diflance is about eighteen 
miles. Cattaro is the laft town in Venetian 
Dalmatia, the inhabitants of which are gene¬ 
rally termed Sclavonians, from fpcakingTlie 
language, and ufmg the arms and drefs of 
Sclavouia. It is very probable that they ori¬ 
ginally are defeendeJ from the fame ftock; 
but the general ufc of the language is rc- 

G 3 markable, 
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markable, this being the mother of die Ruf¬ 
fian, Poliih, Hungarian, and Bohemian. The 
day after our arrival we accompanied our 
commander to Caflle Novo, whither he and 
liis crew went to perform mafs. The forti¬ 
fications are now in a very ruinous flate, 
and arc daily becoming more fo, as no 
money is allowed to be expended for the 
purpofe of repairs; they are ex ten live, and 
cover the hill from the fide of the bay almofi 
to the top. The garrifon confifls of about 
fifty foldiers, the moft horrid figures 1 ever 
faw: the houfes are few, and thofe very 
mean and poorly built. We could not prop- 
curc any refrefliment but at a mifcrablc 
cook’s-fhop, kept for the ufe of the foldiers. 
This day being Sunday,and market-day with 
the inliabitants, we had an opportunity of 
feeing the people from the country, who 
came to difpofe of ihcir fruit, eggs, and but¬ 
ter j tlieir appearance befpoke much of a fa- 
vage nature. The men were all armed and 
' Ui flinguilhcd by a peculiar ferocity of af- 

pedl: ihey are, as well as the women, well 
made, flroTig and htahhy, and both remark¬ 
ably neat and clean in tlictr drefs. leaving 
determined to fee the to\i.-n of Cattaro, we 
hired a boat for ourfclvcs, and on the 28th 
• we 
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wc fet out from the iliip* The hay in its 
courie to this place wanders amongft the 
mountains f and fecms like difllnift lakes, 
communicating with each others At the 
foot of the mountains, villages and houfes 
are fcattered about, and the country appears 
fruitful in vines, with a little grain: but the 
people feem to apply themfelves chiefly to 
the building of boats, as we faw many on 
the ftocks,and others repairing. 

The town of Cattaro extends about half 
a mile from the extremity of the bay to the 
foot of a very elevated mountain. The 
works, after furrounding the town, alcend 
in a zig'.zag to the fummit, which gives 
it, at a diftance, a very romantic, and at 
the fame time a formidable appearance. 

On landing from the boat, we walked to 
a little coffee-houfe in the town, where 
we were foon joined by feveral of the prin¬ 
cipal officers, who behaved with great 
attention and poUtenefs, Count Gregorino, 
a native nobleman of'confiderable landed ' 
proper^ in the neighbourhood, amongft 
others, introduced himfelf, and attended us 
to the houfes of the Commodore of the Ma¬ 
rine and the military commandiog officer. 

G 4 We 
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We haJ the opportunity of feeing every 
perfon in the place to the beft‘advantage j 
for the two galJeys which we accompanied 
to Caftle Novo conveyed from Venice the 
new governor, and whofe inftailation took 
place this day. It is cuftomary to relieve 
the governments fubordinate to the ftate 
every three years, and it is a matter con- 
dudled with no little ceremony i the troops 
were drawn op on the ramparts, and a mili- 
taiy guard at the landing-place, where he 
was received by all the public officers, at¬ 
tended by tl^e principal inhabitants, who 
condudlcd him to the palace under a falute 
irom the guns of tiie fort; the troops after¬ 
wards hred three volleys. 

After dining at the beft tavern in the place, 
we were viftted by the Brigadier or com¬ 
manding officer. This gentleman was eafy 
and communicative; he produced a corref- 
pondence with General Elliot and Commo¬ 
dore Colby, of which he w^as extremely 
vain: numberlefs compliments were be- 
ftowed by him on the gallant defender of 
the old rock, and on the Engllffi nation in 
general. His command here did not much 
exceed one complete regiment, with a few 
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artillciy men. J could not refrain from 
betraying a fmile when he talked of the 
ftrength of the place, and termed it little 
Gibraltar. The Montenegrines, who arc 
the inhabitants of the adjoining mountain* 
and the Turks, who are likewdfc in the vici¬ 
nity, he faid, obliged him to ufe great cir- 
cumfpeAiotti neither of thefe people are even 
allowed to enter the gates of the town, 
which are regularly iliut before dark, and arc 
again opened by day-light. The lavage na¬ 
ture of the Montenegrines occafion great 
alarm to the Venetians, who are fo a pp re hen- 
five of a furprize from this quarter, that tlic 
public markets are held outfide of the walls. 
Their lit tk tcrritoiy is 11 tu a ted on the confines 
of Scutari and Albania, from whence they 
carry on a continual predatory war againft 
the Turks, to wham they are impkeabb 
enemies: this enmity is cultivated from the 
tendereft years; and it is cuftomary for the 
mother to prefcr\'e a rag dipped in the fa¬ 
ther's blood, provided he had fallen by the 
hands of the Turks, and which is daily 
Ihown to the cliildren from the firft dawn of 
reafon to the years of manhood, Abb£ For- 
tis, in his Travels in Dalmatia, relates the 

fame 
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fame circumftance of the Morlachi. He ob- 
obfervcs, “ iliat as their fricndfliips art 
** itrong aiid facrcd, fo their quarrels arc 
** commonly unextinguifiiable : they pafs 
** from father to ibn, and the mothers fail 
** not to put their children in mind of their 
duty, to revenge the father if he has the 
** misfortune to be hiSlcd, and to flioiv them 
** often the bloody Qiirt and arms of the 
dead.*'- The ideas of barbarians muft 
ever be the fame; but we remember a litnilar 
fcniimcnt in more poliflicd and civilifed 
focicty, Anthony, King of Navarre, when 
alkal by Francis the Second of France into 
the apartment where he w^as politively told 
he would lie put to death, ■* If they kill 
** me,* laid he to one of his gentlemen, 
carry my Ihlrt all bloody to my wife and 
fon; they w'ill read in my blood what they 
ought to do to revenge it.** 

The Brigadier having taken leave. Count 
Gregorino attended us to view the church, 
where we faw many relics of ntartyrs and 
liints, with a long etcetera of church onia> 
ments in gold and filver not dcferving of a 
moment s attentton. returned home to 
the Count s houle, where wc were entertained 

with 
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u ith coffee, melons, and other rcfrefhmcnts. 
The Count was in the habit of being civil 
and attentive to all our countrymen, who un¬ 
fortunately for them are under the ncceffity 
of vifiting Cattaro. He produced a booh 
wherein he req^uefted ^vc would fcvcrally iti- 
fert our names, and in w hich our predecef- 
fors had fet us the example. Amongll other 
names, I obferved that of General Hartley, a 
man whofc charader as a foldicr renders him 
valuable to his country* and his amiable 
manners endearing to (ociety% 

Our repaft being finifhed, the Count ac¬ 
companied us on board the galleys, where 
we were foon after honoured with a vilit 
from the Commodore's family, con lifting of 
his wife, fon, and two daughters. The 
fon* who ivas an officer belonging to the 
galleys, ivas lb polite as to order the fluves 
to their ours, for the purpolb of Ihovving us 
how orders were given by a pipe or boatl- 
wain’s call to thofc unhappy wretches, who 
arc moftly chained to the benches. It was 
with difficulty we could prcs'cnt the young 
gentleman from firing a lalutc; and had 
prefling invitations from die ladies, who pof- 
fclTed very agreeable and engaging manners, 

to 
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to drink tta on Aiore, and to remain all ntght 
at Cattaro. The civility we experienced at 
this place, as entire Grangers, without any 
introdudion, muft appear ftriking; and I 
Ihould feel it an adt of ihjufticc not to ac¬ 
knowledge the obligations we were under, far 
!cfs deprive them of any fharc of that praife 
which is due to their hofpitality and kindnefs. 

Fatigued with the variety of the. day, we 
were glad to return to our boat towards 
duik of the evening t one of the men having 
got very drunk, became exceedingly noify 
and troublefomc; he was an intelligent fel¬ 
low, but at the fame time a bold determined 
villain. When the fumes of the liquor had 
fomewhat evaporated, he recounted to us the 
different murders that had beco lately com¬ 
mitted in that part of the country. As for 
himfclf, he had only killed one man: it was 
true, he faid, he was obliged to fly his vil¬ 
lage from the apprehenflon of the deceafed’s 
brother, who had vowed revenge ^ but as the 
diflance was only eighteen miles, he could 
eafily Icc his friends and relations whenever 
Ire thought fit. Such is the wretched ftate 
of Venetian police, that murderers and raf- 
cals of every defexiption may calily evade 

the 
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the puninimcnt of the law, by rennovitig 
froni one to another for they arc 

never ibught after out of tnat wlicre the 
murder is committed, and even that crime 
may, by the agreement of the relations of 
die perfoti who has fuffered death, he com* 
muted for gold. The Venetians ihemfclvcs 
are by no means backward in acknow'lcdg- 
ingthe defea in their laws, which they attri¬ 
buted to the true caufe, the imbecility of 
their government, Apprehenfivc of revolt, 
they regard the Sclavonian inliabitants of 
Dalmatia as the beft feamen and foldiers of 
the ftate; and by permitting amongft them- 
felvcs the free exercife of their fierce and fa- 
vage dlfpofition, they bind them more effec¬ 
tually to their intereft, than if a contrary 
condufl W'as obferved, and juftice done as 
in other countries, In this tt would be 
deemed oppreflion, and fit very reluctantly 
on the haughty and implacable fpirit of a 
Sclavonian, There being but little wind to 
affift us in our paflage, and even what we 
had not very fair, we did not reach the Ihip 
till twelve o*clock at night. Next morning, 
as the fiipulated period for our fiay here was 
expired, Tve made a reprefentation of this to 
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ttic Captain j tv ho gave us for anfwcr that the 
flijp was kaky. After much altercation he 
agreed to fail in the evening, or early the 
following morning. To fpend the day. Mr. 
BJackader and myfclf went on fhorc to flioot. 
In wandering amongft the vi»tyards, we 
%vere accofed by a man in the Italian drefs. 
who was attending his people in gathering 
grapes and preihng the juice; he civilly of¬ 
fered us liis new wine, and loaded our fer^ 
vant with fruit. This perfon was a pro¬ 
prietor of land, and kept a fhop in the moun¬ 
tains. w here he fold to the coimtiy people 
gunpowder, Ihot. tobacco, and fuch other 
articles as were beft fmted to their wants. 
He had travelled! to V^cnice, where he had 
feen fomething of civililed manners, and ap¬ 
peared to re^t the uncultivated Ihte in 
which the minds of his coimtrymen were 
immerged. On my exprefling a defre to 
know in what eftimation their women were 
held, he informed me, that the men ivere 
extremely jealous and feverc; that they had 
little caufe for the former, as virtue was pre¬ 
dominant amongft the fair fex; and point 
mg to a pretty*faccd girl, whowas gatherin<r 
grapes at a huk diftance, he alTurcd 

that. 
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that^ notwithftanding his afiidulty and atten* 
tion, coTTibincd with the advantages which 
he might exped to derive from his fitiiation,. 
he could never obtain the fmalleft favour. 
We advanced a few Aeps to view more 
clofely this charming innocent; but our 
friend, perceivipg the return of Jier father 
witli the horfes that had conveyed fbmc new- 
made wine from the field, begged of us to 
retire. Our notice of the old man’^ daugh¬ 
ter had not efcaped him; for he turned to 
his mafter with rage in hJs countenance, 
and defired him, as we were informed, to 
defifl from any defign on his child,^ for 
\vhom he looked to a virtuous conneiition ; 
and that if he dared to diflionour her, he 
would ftrtke his knife to his heart. I can¬ 
not help imagining that the old man had 
very great grounds for fufpicion; but, be 
(hat as it may, wc took our leave, convinced 
there was danger in making love to a liand- 
fome Sclavonian. It has been jullly re¬ 
marked, that favages are more jealous than 
the cultivated race: and we cannot help ob- 
ferviog, that levity in women is more and 
^ore encouraged by fefinement of manners, 

and 
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and advances hand m hand vjdth the riches 
and luxury of their country. 

Game is extremely fcarce in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Caftle Novo* and I cannot 
fay that fifh is plenty: in iliort* no 
where experienced fuch bad living or lefs 
comfort than during our ft ay at tliis place. 
It w'as not to be wondered at if our pati¬ 
ence w'as exliauftcd; for, although our 
Captain was engaged by a folcmn promile 
to fail laft night (September 30) or early 
this rnoming, it was not till two P. M. that 
he could be prevailed on to get under weigh. 
With alight wind, and the tide in our fa¬ 
vour, we drove out a little diftance, but 
at eight in the evening it became quite calm, 
\Vc came to an anchor in three fathom* op- 
poflte to Caftle Novo. The lliip we found 
to be very leaky. 

Oilober i. This morning, at feven A.M. 
W'c weighed anchor with a light wind from 
the S. E, or the Sirocco as it is termed all 
over the Levant. We cleared the bay veiy 
ilo\vly,and at twelve o’clock faluted the little 
fort at the entrance of the harbour with three 
guns. By this time it began to blow frclh* 

which 
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which obliged tlic crew to be at the pump 
every two hours. At five o clock the wind 
incrcitfed, and our Captain became alarmed. 

He camcftly requefted our pcrmillion to put 
back: but this we pofitivcly refufed : the 
coafts of Dalmatia and Albania were Ml in 
ftght. 

ad. The wind all night continued con¬ 
trary, with heavy rain, and the morning 
did not prefent a very plcafing profpea.— 
Although the weather was hazy, we could 
perceive, at feven A. M- Ragitfa on our lar¬ 
board quarter, and by one o'clock the cur¬ 
rent had fet fo ftrongiy againft us, that the 
Captain was apprehenfive of being driven to 
the leeward of his port. I f this fhould liavc 
proved the cafe, w-e were fcnfiblc that he 
would not beat up, and wc were rclu^anily 
obliged to return to Cattaro, whqre we an¬ 
chored at five P. M. in much our former Jltua- 
tion. We found tw'o galleys from Corfu had 
arrived during our ablence- 

3d, The wind was now in the S. E. 
with very blowing weather, attended with \ 
inceflant rain, \Vc were now literally pri- 
foners on hoard. Next day t4th) it conti¬ 
nued to blow hard, with the wind at S. E- 
VoL. !. H 'Ve 
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We» however, went on fliore, and dined a( 
Caftle Novo, having been invited to a mar¬ 
riage fead. The Sdavonians, at this fete, 
exhibited a medley of hofpitallry, jealoufy* 
kindnefs, and ferocity; plentiful libations 
lerved only to increafc the fervour of thefe 
contending pailions, and to imprefa iia Hill 
more with an unfavourable idea of tlicir bru¬ 
tal and favage manners. In the evening, on 
our re turn on board, wc received a compli- 
inmtary vifit from an officer of one of the 
galleys t this gentleman had been in England, 
the language of whieh he fpoke with tolera¬ 
ble fluency. He was commiflioned by Count 
SoranzD, the commanding officer of the gal¬ 
leys, to requell our Gompany the next day. 

5th. The Count having fent Iiis boat for 
us, we repaired on board to dinner, Eveiy 
mark of iittention was fficvvn to us on this 
occafion, and, before wc took our leave, he 
infiilcd on our coming on board in the morn¬ 
ing to fpend the day with him. The Count 
remarked, that as the place itfclf was ex¬ 
tremely inhofpitable, he was more defirous 
of removing the chagrin which muJl doubt- 
Icfs arife from the fituation we were in, and 
where nothing but horror could be infpired. 

6th, We 
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6th, Wc as yet had no change in the \vtiid, 
and consequently no vcflel had yet left the Bay 
for tlie Levant, Agreeably to our promife, we 
again dined u'lth the Count, and experienced 
the fame hofp i t all ty a s before, H e b ad on each 
occafion a proportion of his officers at table, 
with whom he appeared to live on terms of 
harmony and friendniip, A circumfiance 
which occurred this day gave me a very 
fliocking idea of Venetian depravity, - and 
the abufe of ariflocmtic powder, fo very dif¬ 
ferent from the manners of our own coun¬ 
try:—two very handfome Venetian women, 
of inferior rank in life, were proceeding as 
palTcngcrs on board the Connt*s galley, to 
join their hufhands at Corfu —In flicwing 
us the difrerent aparitucnts and accommoda¬ 
tion in the vclTcl, wc were introduced into a 
little cabin occupied by thefe ladies : it was 
intimated to my companion, Mr. Blackader, 
rhat if he thofe to amufe himfelf in a little 
amorous dalliance with either the one or the 
other, or even wdtli both, they fltould be 
per fed 1 y at his fcrvice. Not a little aflo- 
nifhed at this, we found, on inquir}', that 
an inlinuation to this cfiedl from the Com¬ 
modore would prove the fiat of Jove; difo- 
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bedicncc would be a crime of die firil mag¬ 
nitude; neither would this be confidered afi 
an outrage ; for it was a matter in courie for 
ladies in their fplicire to be pcrieitly com- 
plaifanc to the dit^ates of their fuperiors. 
We joked the Count on the lingularity of 
this privilege ; he in turn ridiculed our feru- 
pies, and fpoke in raptures of his affability 
and good-humour. This was not all the 
indelicate pradlices we remarked } for, pro¬ 
ceeding to the lower deck of the galley, we 
difeovered, by candle-light, theAnglo-Vene- 
tian in a fit nation not very proper to be de- 
feribed, but which a little attention to con- 
■vcnience on the part of the fliip-builder 
might have eafily remedied, and at the fame 
time engaged in a familiar converfation with 
three women, who were employed ironing 
the officers^ linen in an adjoining apart¬ 
ment, and which was only lepanucd by a 
thin curtain. The treatment of the crimi¬ 
nals, who are employed in rowing the gal¬ 
leys, became alfo a matter of attention: w'c 
obfen'cd them almofi naked, lying on the 
benches to which they are chained both day 
and night, their only covering being a finglc 
wrapper, or coarfe blanket i fucli is the Ve¬ 
netian 
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nctian mode of pvinifliing delinquents, more 
terrible: than death itfelf. If ever in my* life 
I felt the glow of (atisfatSion, it was on this 
occafion: proud of being born in a land of 
freedom, where ncitber the rich nor powerful 
can aflume, nor the poor and humble will 
obey, mandates contrary to the civs I and re¬ 
ligious coiiftitutions of the country, anti 
where they would rejett with fcorn and in¬ 
dignation all attempts and all cufloms fo 
degrading to human nature and to the la’ws 
of fociety and focial order, 

yth. Count Soranxo did us the honour of 
dining this day on board of our Ihip, which 
was fpent with great chcerfulnefs and hila^ 
rity; we took final leave of this gentleman, 
as he was to fail for Corfu the following day . 

8th. The oars with which thefc galleys arc 
provided enables them to make fome progrefs 

in light winds, even although they ihould 
not be favourable j and by keeping dole un¬ 
der the land they are Iheltcred equally from 
the violence of the wind and currents fo 
prevalent in the Adriatic. As our fituatioii 
now became rtill more intolerable, I deter¬ 
mined to take a furvey of the bay, and cn-r 
deavour to procure fome other conveyance 
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from til is fccne of mifery and horror,—pth. 
Several raafVers of vellels, for large fums, of¬ 
fered 10 land us at any port on tile Levant; 
but they uniformly refuted to work out of 
the harbour, or to fet fail without a direct 
and leading wind. A Turk from Dulcigno 
wiflicd me to make a purchafe of his crazy 
bark at the exorbitant price of 400 chc- 
quins, which he agreed to navigate to Alex¬ 
andria i but this would by no means anfwer 
jOur purpofe. In the evening, when we re¬ 
turned on board, the Captain paid us a vifit: 
he was from the boat people perfedlly ac¬ 
quainted with our intentions of leaving him. 
hie now offered to avoid flopping at either 
the ifiands of Zantc or Candia, and to fail 
on the firff: change of wind i in this cafe it 
■would be neccfTary for him to unload his 
cargo for thefe places, and to put it on 
board of other veffels. For this ferviee he 
demanded 260 chequins to Cyprus; and if 
he arrived there in fifteen days, he was to 
receive a farther fum of 40 chequins, 1 ac- 
quiefeed in thefe terms, and we foon found 
that the people were fet to work to caulk 
the Ihip, 

aoth. The long-boat was repaired, and 

fitted 
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fitted up to carry the cargo on board of the 
other veffels which the Captain intenJed to 
hire at Cattaro. We employed oiirfclves 
in laying in our fea flock for the voyage; 
but on the Captain's arrival from Cattaro 
he informed us, that he could not pro¬ 
cure any means to forward his cargo to 
their places of deftinatton; he at the fame 
time added, that if we would allow him to 
put in at Zantc for a day and a half, th^i he 
would fail next day. 

iith. Early in thc’mornmg the Captain 
came to induce us to enter into the agree¬ 
ment propofed laft night, and oiTering to 
be toivcd out of the bay j but the detention at 
Zaote W'as a material objetlion to our enter¬ 
ing into- any terms where delay was likely 
to accrue, having already experienced too fe- 
vcrcly its bad effeds. After much conver- 
fation and controverfy on this fubjedt, ^ve 
agreed to allow tw'enty-four hours at Zantc, 
but in calc of failure on hie part the writing 
to be void. This the Sdavonian had no idea 
of, and the matter ended* No vcfiels were 
as yet ft\rring, and the wind w’as variable, 
with mild weatlier* The crew ^vent to mafs 
in the morning, and in the afternoon, in the 
{■1 4 abfence 
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abfcncc of the Captain, who was on fhoreat 
his houfc, we took up our fmall anchor* 

12th. Wind S. £. Much ratn in the 
night. 

igth. Winds. E. All night heavy rain, 
with thunder—weather in the day cloudy, 
with occahonal: Ihowers. Nothing ilirring 
m the harbour. 

14th. Light winds from the S. by E. 
with rain—the weather very cold, which 
gave us hopes of fnow, which the crew in¬ 
formed us would change the wind to the 
Tramontane or North, Ih the evening, 
blowing liard, with three anchors down, 
15th. Wind S. £. by E. Extreme bad 
weather all night, cooftant heavy rain, with 
violent gufts of wind. In the forenoon the 
rain continued, bringing with it lightning 
and loud claps of thunder. The clouds very 
heavy and thick, entirely covering to their 
hafe the adjoining mountains : the bay of a 
brownifli hue, from the red earth brought 
down from the hills by many cataradts; in 
fhort, our htuation was di final—^no profpcdl 
for the better; weather the moft unpJeafant, 
with a wind immediately contrary, and 
likely to continue* 


i^th. Wind 
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i6tb. Wind S. E. by E. Some rain in 
the night, with light winds^the morning 
Ihowery- At three F* M. a fnow anchored 
near to Caftie Novo; we fcnt on board for 
intelligence,’ when flie proved to have lelt 
Venice four days before us, and had been at 
fra ever fince. This vciTel, whofe detona¬ 
tion was Corfu, with one hundred and lixty 
foldicrs for the garrifon, had experienced as 
well as us violent S. E. winds. The Cap¬ 
tain tried the Italian Chore, hoping to find a 
change of wind, but to no purpofe. After 
beating many days againll contrapr winds, 
and being greatly in want of provifiems, he 
determined to put into Cattaro for a fupply. . 
As we were almoft without liquor, wc ap¬ 
plied foe Ibme. but to little purpofe, as we 
could only be fpared a few bottles of EngliCb 

beer. 

The afternoon proved fqually* i-vith tlie 
wind variable, and the Captain informed us, 
that for thefe twenty-tW’O years he had not 
wimeCTed fuch boifterous weather, feverd 
houfes on the fide of the mounrains liaving 
been entirely fwept away by the violence of 
the cunem from above. 

lytb. Wind 
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lyth. Wind E, S. E. Hard rain and 
heavy clouds. 

iSth, Wind Eaikrly. I Jght breezes and 
latterly variable—the weather fair, and the 
heavy clouds difperfed. 

iptli. Wind WeAcrly. This morning all 
the fhtps bound for the Levant got under 
^veigh, via. three large veffels for Smyrna, 
together with fome fmaller for different parts 
of the coah, and by ten A.,M. they were 
clear of the bay. All this while our Captain 
fhewed no difpofitlon to move, notwith- 
Hahding that he had affured us, in the moff 
pofit ive manner, that hb veffcl, on a change 
of wind, ill Du Id be the jirft to get away, 
T his man appeared to us to be fettling buii- 
nefs on fhore, and we afterwards learnt that 
a family quarrel was the caufe of his delay. 
After repeated meffages from us, he came 
On board at ten at night, when he gave it 
out that he meant to weigh in two hours. 
Having loft the favoiimblc opportunity of 
the morning breeze, it was now out of hia 
power to ftir t for a little brig, clofc in with 
Caftle Kovo, attempted to clear the bay 
about eleven oVlock, but was foon entirely 
becalmed under the liiUs, 
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20th, We began to weigh before daj^- 
break, and it was not till eight A. M. that 
our anchors were up* At this time it was a, 
petfed calm, witli the tide in our favour, 
and the boat was employed in towing the 
Ihip^s head round. At two o’clock a little 
breeze ffrung up from the N.W* which 
continued to increafe till the evening, when 

it proved a fine wind. 

21 ft- A frefli breeze all night from the 

Northward —early in the morning paffed 
* Durazzo. The coaft of Albania and three 
ftiips in fighti 

azd. Wind N. W. Light brazes and 
fair weather—in the morning Corlu and the 
iftc of Fanus a^hcad. Six vclTcls in fight. 

•jod. Very little wind all nighi—in the 
morning n light brwac from the N- fJ. W. 
with feir weather. Paffed the illand of 

Corfu, , • L 

24rh. Little wind in the night—m the 

morninga light breeze from N, W- In fight 
the illands of St. Maure and Cephaloain, 
with nine ftiips. 

25th. Firft part of the night, wind as 
above—in the morning the wind fliifted 10 a 

finart breeze ffom the S* S. £* attended wu 

ram* 
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rain. St. Maurc and Ccphalonia bore from 
vs nearly as yeftercUy at fun-ftt. 

The wind being high .ind extremely 
fqually. our Captain was afraid to carry fail, 
by which means we made no incredible deal 
fyt I«way I he now begged our permiiTion to 
get into portj but our experience of his Ibr* 
mcr condudt taught us to deny the requeft: 
we therefore continued working off and on 
till funTct, at which time the idand of Zante 
was in view, diftant about thirty miles. 
Three (hips in fight, 

26th. During the night the wind in- 
creafed to a Iicavy gale from the S. E, at¬ 
tended with rain and a great fweli. The 
ihip pitdicd very much, and took a great 
deal of water; all fail was taken in. and at 
day-light the north end of Cephalonia ap¬ 
peared on our lec-bow, diftant only four or 
five miles. The fiiips in company all re¬ 
turned to Corfu, wliile we continued tacking 
oft and on under our top-fails j but we left 
ground confiderably from bad fteerfmen anil 

Jee-way. At fun-fet, head N. N. E. fquallw 
weather. ^ 

27th. Light wind in the night from 

S. a heavy fca, and out fhip nuiking 

five 
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five points tee-way. Corfu In figitt at ^ay* 
tight. At twelve oVJock, blowing liajrcl, 
flood in fhorc and tacked within a mile of 
the illand of Paxu. Afternoon calm—and 
at half pail lix P. M. a breeze fpmng up 
from the E. N. E. which continued increaf- 
ing. The coafts of Lavadu and Epiro in 
fight. Two IWps in company, 

aSth. Wc experienced a brifk gale until 
four o'clock this morning, after which it 
fell calm.—At eight A. M, a breeze from 
the E. by N- Ccphalonia was now on our 
weather-bow diftant two miles. At half 
part eleven the port of Ccphalonia on our 
beam, the ifiand of Zante dilknt about fix- 
teen miles, and the Morca in fight. At 
twelve o'clock the w'ind became variable, 
and the tranfitions fo quick, that there was 
po knowing for a minute together in what 
manner to trim the fails. A: funTet, Cephas 
Ionia dlflant two or three miles, and at feven 
P. M. Zante right a-head, diflant four miles, 
aveatherfair. The ifland of Ceplialonia has a 
barren appearance to tlic coaft, bur inland it 
carries the appearance of cultivation, vine¬ 
yards interfperfed with houfes, groves of 
olive trees, and fmali villages. The ifland 

is 
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is in general mountainous and llony, parti¬ 
cularly on this tide. 

29tli. Wind E, by S. beating to wind¬ 
ward all night. In the morning, on com¬ 
paring our (ituation from that of yefterday at 
fun-let, we found tliar we had loft ground. 
At ten A. M, wind S, W. made fail—no 
lliips in fight—a heavy fwell from the Gulf 
of Patrafs* At half pall ten the wind fiiifted 
to E. and E, by N.—tucking all day. 

30th. Light winds in the night from 
the E, by N, as yefterday—a large Ihip \vith 
RufTian colours in fight all day—wind va¬ 
riable. At fun-fet, clofc in with the north 
end of Zante, but almoft calm. Caftle Tor- 
nefi, a fmalJ Turkifli fort in the Morca op- 
pofite the iftand, was in view with the Ruf¬ 
fian Ihip at anchor. 

31ft. Laft night niollly calm-—in the 
morning, windS. E. with the road of Zante 
on our Jarhoard-boW'j where we oblervcd fix 
large fliips at anchor. Many fmall boats 
and Tartans in fight. At Jialf paft nine .A. M, 
a fmall boat laden witli grain from Cepha- 
fonia came along-fide, bound for the port of 
Zante. Thefteerfman came on board, and 

it was determined that Mr, Blackader fliould 

\ 

immediately 
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immediately land at Zame» in order to oic 
his endeavours to procure fome other means 
of conveyance to the coait of Syria, the bad 
condod of the Sclavonian having made our 
ftay with him altogether impoflible. TIic 
beat people accordingly agreed to row Mr- 
Blackader and his fervant on (horc for ten 
pauls a piece, value about lixpcnce each. 
Our Sclavonian Captain had for fome time 
fufpedted our intentions of quitting his fliip, 
and depriving him of the •prefent he ex¬ 
pected on landing us at Cyprus, From 
this and other reafons he now acquainted 
us,'that he could not permit of any per- 
fon leaving the fliip till her arrival at 
Zante: when we found that argumenr had 
no eiledt, w'c had recourfe to more violent 
mcafures—w'e reprefented to him our being 
employed on the public fcrvice of our coun¬ 
try ^ that we had an ample paffportfrom the 
State of Venice, of which he was a fubjedt, 
and we Ihould confidcr a detention of this 
kind as an infult to our nation, and take 
meafures accordingiy. To eiui the dtfpute, 
he gave us to underAand, tliat if wc at¬ 
tempted to quit the fhip, he wotdd give 
orders to his people to detain us by torce. 

This 
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This declaration was too plain to be 
underftood. To give up the point wc con- 
'ildcFcd as a triuinph too great for this Bafhaw, 
and to aft with prudence and rcfolution rc- 
cjHired fomc delibcnition. In ihis dilcmina 
it was determined, that Mr. Blackader 
ihould walk over the fide armed, and at the 
i’ame time to declare the confcqucnces in 
cafe of his being molcfted. As the matter 
was now pufhed farther than our Captain 
either wifhed or expefted, he privately fpokc 
to the boat people to influence them to re- 
fvifc to fulfil their agreement, alleging, the 
officers of quarantine would make them 
fuffer feverely for landing paflengers ^vithout 
a bill of health, (a circiimftance they pre¬ 
tended they were not aware of when the 
agreement was made); they however con- 
fented to carry a letter to the Britifh Conful. 
Wc informed the Conful of our having in our 
poflclfion difpatches of importance; that we 
were detained on board a Sclavonian fhlp; 
and concluded, by requefting of him to make 
application to the proper power for a boat ta 
be fent off and to convey us on fhore. 

The w'ind being at this time contrary, 
there could be no certainty as to ouc arrival 

at 
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at Zantc, and aeonfiderable delay might have 
been prevented by Mr. Blackader's going on 
Ibore in a row-boat, with power to hire 
another veflel. Our refteflions on this fubjedt 
were not the moft plcafant, independently 
of the Lnfult which had been offered to us. 

All the day the wind continued light and 
variable— at fun-fet, the fhips in the road 
appeared plain from the deck. 

November ift. All night little wind and 
variable — at fix in the morning a fmart 
breeze from the E. by N. enabled us to fland 

ill for the port of Zante, 

The fix (hips before-mentioned proved to 
be part of a Venetian fquadron, confiding 
of four linc-of-battle (hips and two frigates, 
with an Admiral‘s flag flying at his main-top¬ 
gallant -mad head. — At nine A. M, tacked. 
A fhip from the S.'E. quarter entered the 
harbour and falutcd the Adniiral with feven 
guns, which he returned with five. In 
paffmg we were hailed by all the diips of 
war, and at hdf pad ten came to anchor 

w'irhin a mile of the town. 

We found feveral final 1 veflHs riding here, 
moftly from the Levant, and condquently 
performing quarantine, but no Englifh vcf- 

VoL. I. I 
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fcl amongft them. At twelve o’clock the 
boat was ready to take us on Ihorc, where 
we accordingly proceeded ^ but on our arri¬ 
val at the Health Office wc were informed 
that the officers belonging to it were gone to 
dinner, and that it would not be open till 
two o’clock, at which hour we were defired 
to return. 

The ports in the Mediterranean, from the 
apprchcniions of the plague, arc under.the 
ncceffity of iiiiving an cftablifhmeni of this 
kind, in order to examine the pades of all 
Ihips, and the bills of health of the pafTem 
gers granted at the port fronrt whence they 
lad failed : fiom the nature and purport of 
thefe pailes it U determined whether the 
veflll obtains pratique or clearance, or ihall 
undergo quarantine, and for what length of 
time. 

Quarantine dlfllrs very materially in the 
Mcditcrtuneaii, and fcldom is lengthened to 
the exail number of forty days, frequently 
eighteen only being deemed neceffiary. It is 
of great eonfequence for a traveller to liave a 
bill of health feparate from the crew, for the 
fake of difpd.tch. Tliis is obtained at a fmall 
ex^rence ^ and he fliould alfo be particular to 

which 
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\vhlch port he repairs if coming from the 
Levant j feme ports are more ftridt than, 
others, anti the preference is to be given 
where the time you are detained is fliorteft* 
and the accommodations to be met with in 
the La2arctto are good. 

At two o’clock we accordingly ictumc 4 
to the Health Office, where wc found the 
Alfifiant to the Britilh Conful waiting to 
receive us. This gentleman’s name was 
Forreffi j by his means, although the office 
is particularly firia:; we found Utile diffi¬ 
culty in landing. Wc w^ere condudted by 
him to the houfe of Mr. Sargent, the 
Gonful, to whom we had letters from Mr. 
Richie at Venice. Mr. Sargent, who was 
at this time a very old man, received us 
politely; and when we had told him of the 
manner in which our Sciavonian Captain had 
conducted himfelf towards us, he ofFered to 
procure immediate juftice, by complaining 
of him to Admiral Enio, the officer com¬ 
manding the fquadroii in the liarbour. This 
we however declined^ as it was our intention 
to vilit the Admiral when wc could become 
our own advocates. We took leave, and 
before returning on board paid our refpe^^s 
1 3 to 
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to Mr*Strani, an opulent merchant of Zantc, 
whofe civility and attention to ftringers Mr* 
Forrcfti wiflicd us to experience. In jufticc 
to him and his amiable wife we muft ac¬ 
knowledge, that wc received from them ttic 
kindcrt treatment during our ftay. In the 
morning, Mr. Forrcfli came to us in a 
proper boat, in which he propofed we fliould 
pay our rcfpctls to the Admiral: civility is 
feldom thrown away, and in this tnftancc 
wc were abundantly repaid. The good Ad¬ 
miral was affable in the extreme, and fo 
willing and ready did he appear to affiil and 
forward us in the profecution of our voyage, 
that wc found a fair opening to I^ate our fitu- 
ation in the Sclavonian Ihip j he paid every 
attention to (he recital, and promifed us 
ample fatisfaflion. In our prefehee he gave 
orders that rite Captain Ihould attend on board 
on a certain day, with pofitivc inftru^^ions 
that he (hoiild, in the mean-time, ufe all 
difpatch in difeharging the vcfTcl j and 
fhould he want boats for the puq>ofe, thofc 
belonging to the fleet fliould be lent. I'lie 
Admiral requefted our company to dinner 
on that day, when wc Ihould be prefent at 
the reprimand and admonition whicli he in¬ 
tended 
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tended to give him. After the convcrfation 
ended, which turned much on the ftatc of 
politics in Europe, we went on Ihorc, and 
look up our abode in the houie of Mr. For- 
refti,—‘Here let me pay a tribute to the 
virtues of Admiral Emo, for he is now no 
more. He died in the fcrvicc of the Repub¬ 
lic, in the enjoyment of the fupreme com¬ 
mand of the Mediterranean fleet, and what 
is Rill better, in the full poffeflion of the 
efteem and veneration of his countrymen; 
who frequently declared, that no fucceflbr 
equal in profcflional abilities, in honour, or 
integrity, tvas to be found in the Rate ! 

The ifland of Zantc is fltuated in Lat. 
37 * 53 * Long, 21 . 3. E. twenty-four 
miles in length, and twelve in breadth; it is 
inhabited by upwards of 6o,Ooo people, 
W'hcreof 20,000 arc in the town of Zanic. 
The inhabitants are chiefly of the Greek 
church, excepting the officers of govern¬ 
ment, who are generally Catholics of the 
Roman church. They are remarkably jea¬ 
lous of their w'omen, and in confcquencc 
frequently commit the mofl horrid murders: 
and as they arc good markfmen, they >'*iR 
tliooi their obje^ at a confiderable diflance, 
I ^ and 
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and afterwards make their efcapc and elude 
the purfuit of Jufticc, The fruit of the 
ifland is cxquifite, particularly their peaches, 
pranges, and currants; of the latter, the 
produce is twelve millions of pounds annUr 
ally, all which arc exported: the currant 
is a fraal! grape, originally from Corinth, 
from which circumftance it derives its name. 

The walks and valleys are delightful, and 
they have fomc pleafant country houfes, 
where the inlrabitants retire for health or 
amufement. The iflaml is much fubjetl to 
earthquakes; the llrong fprings of bitumen 
evinces the volcanic matter in the bowels of 
the earth, anti thefe frequent coiwulfions of 
nature arc therefore not to be wondered at. 

The caille, which is iltuatcd on an eminence 
above the towTi, is an old work, and now 
in ruins. It formerly had a governor, but 
the military force is very inconfiderabk-, and ^ 
what there arc being undifeiplined, and 
much add idled to thieving. 

During my flay at this ifland I had an 
opportunity of forming fomc idea of the 
charadcr of the modern Greeks, and of 
becoming acquainted with many ctreum- 
paiiccs relative to that people, from the bell 

and 
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■and mofl undoubted authorities. Amongft 
others, I was under particular obligations to 
Mr. Speridion Forreili for his intelligent 
communications. '^J'his gentleman was by 
birth a Genoefe, bad been i'ettlcd in Zante for 
many years, and adted as Brttilh Coiiltil, for 
the infirmities of Mr. Sargent prevented his 
fulfilling the duties of his office. Mr. For- 
refti’s merit, and his fervdees to the Englifti, 
was often evinced; but it was more confpi- 
cuoufly fo in tlie bold and fuccefsful attempt 
by which lie regained and reftored to tlic in- 
furers the Grand Duchefs of Tufean)', an 
Englifh vefTel, with a cargo on board va¬ 
lued at no kfs a fum tlian 8o,oool. In the 
voyage from l^ghom, the was feized by a 
noted pirate of the name of Vifcillie, wlio, 
witli only three others, had entered on board 
as common leamcn. After killing the chief 
mate and helmfman, off the if!and of Corfica, 
and turning the pallengers and crew on fliore, 
w hich was fuffered in a manner, I muff: fay, 
derogatory to the charadlcr of Englifhmen, he 
failed for Zantc, and caff anclior on tire caft 
fide of the ifland, with a vic’w to obtain fea- 
mcn tocondudi the prize to fome market where 
he might difpofe of the property. In this fitu- 

I ^ ation. 
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ation» being unable to procure the ncccflaiy 
afliftance, and information being received by 
Mr. Fonefti of the true ftaic of the cafe, 
he determined to retake the (hip, and ac¬ 
cordingly fet out with a party of twenty 
men, the greateft part of whom he concealed 
behind a ridge of rocks, in the large boat in 
which he had left Zante : taking the fniall 
boat with four trufty, determined fellows, 
with concealed arms, he rowed towards 
the (hip, but on coming along-fidc he was 
pofitively refu-fed admittance on board 
After a parley of half an hour, Vifeeilie 
agreed to receive him fingly. The pirate 
candidly acknowledged to Mr. Forrclli the 
manner in which he had obtained pofTeflion 
of the ihip, butrcfiifed, on any terms, to 
deliver her up. They went to the great cabin, 
where they drank plentifully of grog, A 
barrel of gunpowder and a match w'as placed 
on the tabic, with a fcntincl ready to blow 
up the veffcl on any appearance of coercion. 
Returning to the quarter deck, Mr. Foriefti 
found the opportunity \TOuld be loft if be 
quitted the Ihip before effecting Ids purpofc, 
as the wind was fair, and the pirate had de¬ 
termined that evening to cut the cables, for 

he 
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he could not raife the anchor^ and to truft his 
prize with the Greeks of the Morea. 'With 
the moft undaunted refolution Mr. ForrefU 
drew a piiiol from his pocket, with which 
he wounded Vifcillie under the left breail. 
The monfter endeavoured to ^vc the con¬ 
certed fignal to thefentinel below, by ftamp- 
in- with his foot on the deck; but this was 
pr^’ented by the aaivity of Mr, Forrelti. 
who tripped up his heels, when he fell wjth 
violence againft one of the quarter-deck 
euns. The Zanteze feamen m the boat 
were now called on board, who irrtmediately 
fecured VifcilUe’s companions, and particu¬ 
larly the perfon below, who. feeing 
chief wounded and a prifoncr, iiad not fuffi- 
cient firmnefs to execute bis dreadful pur- 
pofe. Thus, by the means of one man, was 
a valuable fldp and cargo refeued from the 
bands of a pirate, whofc indefatigable zeal 
in the purfuit of villany, his courage, his 
addrefs, and enormities, leaves him fcarccly an 
equal. Vifoillle ^vas a native of Dalmatia, 
of low extracTbn, but whofc mmd was ca- 
pable of executing the moil determined en- 

icrprizes. At one time he was made pri- 
^ loner 
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foner by the Venetians, at CafHc Novo, in 
the biy of Cnttaro, when, to his ef- 

capc, he had the addrcis to prevail on the 
fentinel under whofe charge he was to rob 
bis officer, fet himfelf at libertj'', and even ro 
accompany him in his flight. Strange to re¬ 
late, that at the diflance of a few m iles from 
the place of his confinement, he had the 
atrocity to murder his liberator for the fake 
of a booty amounting to no mote than four¬ 
teen Venetian chequins 1 {! 

Mr. Foircfli was handfomely rewarded 
for his bra'vcry and rcfolution, and was ap¬ 
pointed BdtiJh Conful at Zantc on the death 
of Mr, Sargent. \Vc confided in this gen¬ 
tleman to forward us on our n'oyage; and as 
wc had fully determined to quit the SeJavo- 
nian fhip, it became neceffary to conluJt him 
on the fubjedt. When he confidered, from 
the latcncfs of the fcafim, the iitiie proba¬ 
bility of any veflel arriving at Zantc in her 
way to the Levant, he had fome tiioughts 
of trufllng us to the care of the Mainnottes. 
Thefe people arc famous for their IkilJ in 
the management of their boats, whofe fwjft- 
nefs is rtmarkable; and had not the arri- 

vaj 
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val of on veffel afforded us reliefj 

we fhould have gladly accepted the pro- 
pofaK 

The Mainnottes are the wretched remains 
of the ancient Lacedemonians. The high 
and rugged mountains that run from noith 
to fouth, and lofe themfelvcs in Cape Mata- 
pan^ the Tenara of the ancients, form the 
moft fouthcrly headland of the Morca; 
whilfl the bay of Coron, formerly called 
Mefllna, occupies the wefl, and the bay of 
Colochina, or- Laconick Gulf» the call ward 
of the Cape. 

The Mainnottes pofTefs a clvaradtcr dif&r- 
ent from any people in modem Europe. 
Of the Greek church they are alike the 
enemy of the Cluriftians and the Turks. Pi¬ 
rates by fea, robbers by land ; oppofed to 
cor fairs of all denominations, they feem to 
regard themfelvcs as privileged plunderers 
on the deep. Retrained by no laws, human 
or divine, they arc neitherjufl to themfelvcs, 
to their neighbours, or their friend. Cuftom, 
which becomes fecond nature, fandiions, 
and even the religion of the Mainnottes ap¬ 
proves the worft of crimes. The dexterity of 
the Spartans is here refined into fyflem and 

maturity. 
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maturity In moft coumries religion Is at 
Icalt a feeble check to irregnlaritics, and has 
a tendency to guard the property of others; 
in this the CalogerSt or monks, from their 
cells and eaves, arc the fpics and fentinds 
to give warning of the approach of veffcls. 
On their appearance they pioufly turn out to 
tneourage the banditti, and to partake of 
their phinder. They demand the tenths of 
the church, and by this means religion be¬ 
comes a cloak to their infamy and knavery. 
The vices of the Mainnottes arc many, their 
virtues few. Were they deprived of cou¬ 
rage, and the independence of their nature, 
there could no where be met fo defpicable a 
race. Unworthy to aflTociate with any na¬ 
tion, they form no alliances, but depend on 
thcmfclvcs, the ftrength of their country, 
and their own infignificance. 

They are dextrous in iiandling the oar, 
and in ufing the fail; their veflels being 
alike adapted for both purpoles. The befl- 

* Lyctirgus, ihe Lacedetnonian bw-giver, with 3 
vkw ID render the citizens dextrous and cunoing, or¬ 
dained that the children thoiild be prafllfcd in thkving, 
and ihofo vfho were caught in the fail thoiild be revertly 
w hipped Mon rrjiat 1 1 E IT. 
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failing Turkifti or Venetian galleys fall vctV 
fliort. either of the (kill of their feamen, or 
the fwiftnefs of their crtiizers; and the cir- 
cumftance of their drawing little water, and 
being able, when purfued, to run into flial- 
low creeks, gives them a decided advantage. 

The Brazzo de Maina, as their country 
is termed, contains about 40,cx30 fouls—^the 
tops of its mountains are frequently covered 
with fnow, whilil the bottom affords good 
pafhjrage for their numerous herds of cattle 
and goats—their grapes arc delicious, and 
make wdne not inferior to that of Lepanthe, 
eflcemcd the beft in Greece. Game they 
have in abundance, particularly quails: thefc, 
when failed, afford them, an agreeable and 
wholefomefood, but thS: plenty of wild hogs, 
bears, and deer, is altogether incredible. 

The iineft water in the world is diffillcd 
from their mountains, and running ffreams 
interfedt the countr)'’ more than anjr other 
of the fame extent. What luxury is here 
for the gratification of fo abandoned a peo¬ 
ple 1 It is faid, that the mountain of Te- 
nflra yields rock cryftal, minerals tJf various 
kinds, and even fome precious ftones-—In 

the niidff of this mountain is an extraordi- 

nary 
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I 

nary crater, very wide, and of an immenfe 
depth* This opening was by the ancicLit 
Greeks confeciatcd to Ncptime, and is now 
fuppolcd by the ignorant Mainnottes to be 
the gateway of the devil, by which he vifits 
the earth. By the Lacedemoniana it w-as 
eftcemed one of the gates oi hell. In the 
fame maimer as the lake Pencus was lup- 
pofed to be another, and tire fource of the 
Styx. Hercules was reputed to have en¬ 
tered the Tenarean crater, when he con¬ 
quered and carried off the triple-headed Cer¬ 
berus when defending the infernal manfion 
of his niaftev Pluto. 

The Mainnottes ftill remain in a confidcr^ 
able degree independent of the 1 urks, and 
are divided into two jr.acesthe inhabitants 
of the foutUem diftriib arc denominated by 
the Turks Caeovouguis, or the Rafcals of 
the Mountain/^ wldle thofe who poffcfs the 
low country to the northward are Icfs fa- 
vage and ferocious. They maintain a re¬ 
publican government, at the head of which 
are their Papas or Priefts of the higher order, 
to whom arc joined one or two of their moft 
opulent families. There is no doubt but 

their entire fubjugation could be eafiiy ef¬ 
fected, 
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fe^cd, were it ferioufly undertaken; buf as 
I have already obferved, they are too inhgni- 
ficant; and betides, they arc now bridled 
with citadels and garrifoncd with Janizaries, 
which makes them cautious of plundering 
the Turks as they formerly iifed to do. 

In former times, and indeed net much above 
a century ago, the piracies of the Mainnottes 
were fliocking to humanity. When a Turkilh 
vefTel was captured by them, they repaired 
to Malta and fold the crew; w'hcn a iitnilar 
misfortune happened to a Chnlhan, the 
Turks became the purchafers; and it was no 
uncommoTi matter for a Mahometan to bar¬ 
gain with a Matnnotte to feize and carry 
into flavery Tome particular Chrillian whofc 
fortune or Irtuation might excite his en^y—- 
lb little fcrupulous were they in this rclpedt, 
that the w'ife or child of their neighbour was 
equally obnoxious to their arts. So much 
terror and dread did this unnatural trafiit: 
occafion amongft themfeU'es, that when any 
of their "famous corfairs were preparing for 
fea, the handfome women and children were 
carefully iecured, left they Ihould be flolen 
and fold into other countries. On this fub- 
je£l a ploafant ftory is related of two famous 

corfairs 
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torfairs of fhe year 1669 :—Thcoilora and 
Anapliottls, friends and neighbours^ con- 
netted by bmilarity of profeflion and difpo* 
Litton, were married to handfotne women. 
It happened, in the divifton of a Venetian 
prize, that a quarrel enfued between thefe 
venders of their fellow-creatures—each in 
his turn vowed revenge. Theodora fuc- 
cceded in feizing on the wife of Anapllotus, 
and carried her for Tale on board a Maltefc 
cruizer, then at anchor in. tlte road of 
Matnna. The commander of the Maltefc 
refufed to give the price demanded i urged 
his having on the fame day purchaied a more 
beautiful woman for a lets fom : and, to 
convince him of the truth, he ordered her to 
be produced. Theodora was ailonilhed to 
behold his wife, who, in like manner, had 
been carried aw'ay by the flratagem oi Ani- 
pliottis. The mind of Theodora was en¬ 
raged, and the idea of extricating his own 
was, for the moment, lofl. in the favage grati¬ 
fication and revenge of difpofing of the wrife 
of the other at the inferior price oficred by the 
purchafer. The bargain being finiihed, and 
both wives in the pofleflion of the Maltcfe, 
Theodora repaired to die houfe of Anapli- 

oiris— 
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ottis—the meeting was of a different nature 
iroi’n what might be expected : he found 
Anapllottis budljr employed in fitting out a 
velFel to attack the Maltefe, and regain the 
fair captive. In place of anger and re¬ 
proach, they prudently agreed to join theii' 
forces, and to recover their wives by any 
means that might bell fuit their purpofe i but 
the pur chafer was too judicious to oppolc, 
and quietly gave up what with fafety to liim- 
felf he could not retain. The hufliands re¬ 
turned in triumph to their refpedlive houfes 
all parties were reconciled ; and mutual for- 
givenefs clofed this extraordinary tranfic* 
tion. 

The enormities of the Mainnottes were at 
lafl fufEcient to attradl the notice of Achmet 
Pafhaw, Grand Vizier to Mahomet the 
Fourth, To revenge the death of twelve of 
their corfairs, who were, by the orders of 
the Vizier, impaled at Candy, in the year 
1667, they had tlie audacity to enter the har¬ 
bour of Candy in the night, and to bum the 
Turkifh fiiips under the guns of the fort, 
Thcircunning,refolution,andartifice, enabi cd. 
them to offer many other indignities to the 
Turkifh government. To footh, if pofliblei 
VoL. I, Iv their 
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their iavagc temper^ the Vizier pro mi fed 
them double price for whatever provifions 
they could fupply hts camp before Candy. 
This liberal offer they rejedctl. Their faft- 
failing vclTcls frequently intercepted and 
plundered the Turkifh galleys loaded with 
warlike (lores and provifions; neither was 
their being filled with Janizaries fufficient 
to protcdl them. The evil at length became 
fo very alarming, that the moft experienced 
Admiral in the fervice of the Turks, Haflan 
Baba, was ordered with a fmall (quadron to 
cruize againft them. On the appearance of 
the Tuikilli fleet on the coaff, the whole 
country was immediately in arms, and the 
women and children in motion to their rug¬ 
ged and almoft inacceflible mountains, with 
what property they could haffily colledl. 
On rhis occafion, a woman of the family of 
Gitacaris, being fent to by her hulband, on 
her way to the mountains, to know where 
(he had depofited his arms, (he indignantly 
replied, Let him come and look to my child, 
and 1 will occupy his place.” Delivering her 
infant into the hands of an old woman, (he 
colledied together thofc of her own fex, and 
jaipaircd at their head to the place of lendez- 

vous. 
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voas, where the nrcn were already in ajtris; 
waiting the landing of the Turks, In fpite 
of entreaty, they refolved to abide the confe- 
quences of an alTault. HafTan Baba, not 
choofing to rilk an attack againft fo deter¬ 
mined a people, where even tJtcir women 
were warriors, attempted to open a negoct- 
ation^ but without efieft. His fquadron 
■was repeatedly fired on from the Ihore, and 
in the night a party of the Mainnottes fwarrt 
otF, and cut tlu* cables of the Turkilh fleet r 
the morning difeovered two of their fliips 
Branded on the beach, and the remaining 
Ihips, from the lhallownefs of die scater, in 
no condition to afhft them. The crews of 
the Branded galleys were made prifoners, and 
the Turkilli Admiral put to lea with tire re¬ 
mains of his fleet. 

The Vizier, unwilling to pufli matters to 
greater extremities, had recourfe to policy. 
By means of fome Mainnotte prifoners, he 
contrived to fow the feeds of diflention and 
and jealouly amongB the people, and he fuc- 
cceded fo far as to prevail on them to allow 
two citadels to be built, under the pretext of 
proiedling their trade, but intended, in fa<B, 
K 2 as 
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as a check and control over them. This 
fyftctn.of Machiavclian policy appears to 
have been adopted in all nations, and in all 
ages. Fomenting dlfputes, and exciting 
quarrels in fociety, whether on religious os 
political topics, has ever been made the iii- 
ilrumenrs of fubverfion. Nations have, by 
this means, become an cafy prey, and ihe ta- 
vouritc axiom, divide ct inipera. occaftoned 
the grcatcll: public calamiticsr- 'tlic drift 
was foon difeovered by the more fcnftble ot 
the Mainnottes, w'ho, rather than tamely 
fubmit to the yoke, made application to the 
Fope to be admitted Into the bofom of the 
church, and to,an cllablilhmmt in his tem¬ 
poral ppflellioTis. This requeft was refufed; 
and the Grand Duke of Tufeany, to w*hom u 
fimilar petition had been ptcfeiitcd, alfo de¬ 
clined. The Turks were fcnlible of the me, 
rit of the Mainnottes as expert fcamen, and 
would gladly have conciliated their good-will 
and fricndfhip on any terms. They were of¬ 
fered exemption from many tmpolls whicJi 
the Chriliians and even the Turks are obliged 
to pay, aud promifed the free and unUmited 
cxctc'ifc of their religion j but it docs not ap¬ 
pear 
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pear that they ever formally bargaintil away the 
independency of iheir character, or that they 
yet yielded up their liberty to the Turks. 

It may appear fomewhat paradoxical that 
a cruel and ferocious nation niould want true 
courage. Natural bravery is a paflton too 
fublimc and refined to pollefs the breaft of 
a Mainnotte; but Indeed braverj' and fero¬ 
city, courage and cruelty, can never aiTtj- 
date in the human, or even in the animal 
creation. The Uon is brave, generous, and 
open ; the tyger cruel, cunning and daf- 
tardly. We have fcveral inflances of the 
cowardice of the M^innottes ini opco war, 
and even of their deferting tlicir country al¬ 
together, Tlie Vencrians had a corps of 
Mainnottes during the famous fiege of 
Candy, but it was foon perceived that the 
fpirit of the Spartan heroes no longer ani¬ 
mated their breafts. In, the year i jjo the 
Rudians attempted, in their favour, a diver- 
fion in the Gulf of Melhiiia. When the town 
of Mifitra was taken by capitulation, the 
Mainnottes ilaughtcred men, women, and 
children. This barbarity of conduft drew 
from the Ruflians fevere animadverfion i but 
as they were not allowed to conduct the war 
K3 
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on their own fanguinary principles, they, to 
a man* deferteJ tlic Rullian army, which 
obliged them haftily to evacuate the Morea, 
i'hcir former predatory cxcurfions on the 
confines of Meffitiia liad obliged the Go¬ 
vernor of Modon to go againfi the northern 
MainnotteSj as being the nioft afiailable, and 
the lead likely to make rcfidancc. On this 
intelligence four thoufand eniharkcd in fix 
large vclTds, and fet fail for Corfica* in order 
to fettle themfclycs at Paomia^ but owing 
to their fiiips being over full, and a heavy 
ftorm arifing, not one half of their numhef 
reached the place of their dedination. Many 
other inftanecs might be adduced; but we 
do not wiQi to overcharge the picture. 

In taking leave of thefe people, I cannot 
omit quoting the words of a celebrated au¬ 
thor: ** The firft Greeks," fays he, “ were 
** fmall nations frequently difperfed, pirates 
“ at fea, unjudatland, without government, 
and without laws*." How nearly this dc- 
feription of ancient Greece approximates to 
its prefent unhappy fituation? Wliat room 
there is for reflection, and what a ufciul Jef- 
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fon iltould it teach mankind, when wc con- 
fider tliat the borders of the Mediterranean 
Sea either has been, or even at this moment 
is, the moft luxuriant country in the world i 
Eimous for being the feat of leirning. of do- 
qucnce, and of the arts j io fuperior in all rc- 
i>Jpei!its to the reft ot nations, that Nlontcf- 
quieu, in deferibing the fplendour and mag¬ 
nificence of ancient Greece, juftiy obferves t 
“ What a fourcc of profperity mull they 
** have found in thole games with w bich 
" Ihe entertained, in fome meaturc, tl^c 
whole globe j in tbofc temples to which 
** all the kings of the earth lent their oftlr- 
“ ings ; in iltofe fcftivals at which fuch a 
concourfc of people ufol to afiemble from 
** all parts ; in thofe oracks to which the 
** attention of all mankind was direded; 

and, in fhort, in that cxqtiifite talte for 
** polite arts which flic carried to fuch a 
height, that to cxpccl ever to furpafs Iter 
'* would be only betraying our ignorance." 
IvCt ns now view the reverfe, and contem¬ 
plate the melancholy piclUre Agriculture 
is ncgicdled, the arts dclpifed, arms no longer 
honourable, and an equitable commerce no 
more encouraged. Were 1 to fix on a fpot 
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where an)' p^eten^^ons to civilization exift, 
and where the people are more abandoned in 
their morals, and more licentious in their 
manners than any others, 1 Ihould turn with 
indignation and forrow to the country ex¬ 
tending from the Cabo de lilria, at the ex¬ 
tremity of the Adriatic, to Cape Matapan, 
the moll foutherly promontory in Europe, 
On a minute inveftigation of the features 
which have fo Urongly marked the cha- 
raftcr of the inhabitants of the ilatcs of If- 
tria, Dalmatia, Albania, and Greece, we 
will find it has originated from many caufes, 
from numbcrlefs viciflituJes and convulfions. 
The decline of the Greek Empire, fucceeded 
by the tyranny and opprcfTion of the Turks, 
under whofc government property is infecure, 
and there Is confequently Uttlc inducement to 
live qviietly'anJ peaceably at home, Iras con¬ 
tributed much to the degeneracy of the peo¬ 
ple, more cfpecially when we coniider their 
fanatlcifm and mortal averhon to the religion 
of their conquerors. Under pajticuhr cir- 
cumftances, the mind of man is cafily in¬ 
duced to fvverve from a litc of virtue and 
induf^ry, and from the inditutes of religion 
flowing in a wrong channel: influenced by 

pcrfonal 
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perfonal pique and animofityt He ts led fjrpm 
a£ts of violence and rapine, till at laft he 
becomes funk in vice and barbarifm. Greece 
has experienced, and fo it is ordered by the 
unerring principles of nature, that all other 
countries have, or hereafter Ihall experience, 
the alternate periods of light and darknefs. 
The afeent to civiliitation is tedious and 
difficult, but the fall is often extremely 
rapid. The Empire of the Eaft had long 
been in a ftatc of progreffivc decline, till the 
Turks, by the conqueft of Condantinople, 
gave it the finifhing blow, Scanderbeg, the 
Jaft Prince of Albania, long and obftinatcly 
oppofed the Turks; but with him expired 
ihe laft efforts and ihe virtue of his country. 
His adherents, divided into imalt parties, be¬ 
came the freebooters of Greece, and lived in 
a ftatc of the moft favage fociety. The 
Montenegrins, Suliotes, theChimarcans, the 
Paramathians, are of this defeription, and 
alfothc Arnautes, who inhabit the Morea in 
wretched caves, and vvhofe inveteracy to the 
Turks yet remains with undiminiflied ardour. 
Such is the flate of modem Greece t but the 
day may yet come when the arts Oiall be re¬ 
vived, and that fine country again flourifli in 
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all her former digniiy and fplcndour. And it 
may be confolaiojy to the human mind to 
remark, amidft the convulfions which have 
ravaged Europe, and to which at this moment 
there appears no determinate end, that the 
theatre of war may be changed to the ihorcs 
of Greece and Ahaj where, if %vc find a 
latent fparkof that fpirit and animation which 
ufed in former days to pcr\'adc the commu¬ 
nity at large, ^^anil we will even now difeover 
feme vemains amongft the Greeks of that 
facred ekdtric fire) a hope may yet revive, 
that the hour is near at hand when their 
c^tpirtng virtues ihall be again called forth, 
and the ignominious chains with which they 
have been fettered broken to pieces, and tiiey 
be reftored to that place in focicty which the 
merit of their ancettors fo detcrvedly aurhoi 
rized. 

The difTolution of the Turkith Empire has 
long been predifted, as w'cli as the downfal 
of the Papal pow'cr. One of thefe events has 
actually taken place, although much fooner 
than was expected, and the completion of 
the other may, perhaps, be not far dillam. 
On this fuhjedl, whilft laft in India, I met 
with a very eccemrk political fpcculation, 
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piibliflied in Calcutta in tlic year 1790, cu- 
“ Tl^c Partition of the Dominions of 
the Pope, prcceikJ by that of the Ottoman 
Empire.’* 

In this treatife it is endeavoured to com¬ 
bine tbofe events as depending in fome 
mcafure on each other; it is not at all im¬ 
probable that the very fame caulcs which 
proved the deftrudtion of the one may tend 
to accelerate the extermination of the other; 
and limilarity in both, in many refpedls, 
may be eafily traced. 

The author in fomc former publications af- 
fumed the fignature of Elias Habefci: aji enig¬ 
matical name taken from the Arabic Sahib- 
el-Sicia, or the friend of the unfortunate. 

Tile real nimie of tills traveller was Gica, 
or, as he flyded himfcif, Count Gica, and of 
Greek cxtradlion. The Count has, no 
doubt, taken the idea from the grand plan of 
Henry the Fourth of France, whofe paflion 
was, to frame a political iyftem by which 
all Europe might be governed and regulated 
as one great family. The Turks, or other 
powers adverfe to Chriilrianiity, would have 
been totally expelled, from Europe; the 
Emperor of Germany would have become 

the 


( HO ) 

the firft arid chief magiftratc of the Chriftian 
republic; and the whole upheld on the fohd 
bafis of dividing Europe equally amongft a 
certain nuntber of powers in fnch a manner, 
that none of them might have caufc cither 
of envy or fear from the poiTeflions or power 
of the other. Count Gka, as a Greek, 
wifhes for the renovation of the Greek Em¬ 
pire at ConftantinopJe to form the bulwark 
agoinft the Turks, while Henry more fcnii- 
bly propofes the kingdoms of Hungary, 
Poland, and Bohemia, to be eler^ive, and 
particularly to be bellowed on princes of a 
military Ipirit, who were to become the 
baniera gainll the infidels- I am afraid the 
divifion made by Count Gica is neither fo 
equitable, or the ftrudlurc fo 'rvcll cemented, 
as that propofed by the great Henry. To 
evince the difference of times and of fenii- 
mt nts, the Pope, from the juftice of the lat¬ 
ter, w'ould have become a powerful fecidar 
prince, while the Count reduces him from 
all his temporal dignities to the fituation of 
Bilhop of Rome. While fomething is due 
to the Count's ingenuity, we cannot help 
‘ being firuck with the fiiblimitj' of the defign 
of Henry the Fourth. To his immortal 
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honour it had not for its ob]cA the ambiti¬ 
ous views of Charles the Fifth» who aimed 
at nothing Icfs- than univerfal monarchy, as 
the French now do at univerfal republi- 
canlfm. To the kingdom of France no ac- 
qiiifuton of territory was required, and Eu¬ 
rope would have been governed by fix here¬ 
ditary and five eledive monarchies, with 
four republican Hates; and the general con¬ 
cerns of this quarter of the globe have been 
regulated by a council, compofed of deputies 
from each, to have aficmbled in the moft 
centra) fituation for all the parties. Had this 
efietlually taken place, Europe might have 
efcaped the prefent fanguinary and defirudlive 
war: but [ apprehend the fcheme was top 
extenfive, and comprehending the intcrefl or 
the ambition of too many, ever to have been 
acconipliflied. It is^ worthy of remark, that 
the Count, in his diftribution, admitted of 
no incrcaic to the Britifli Empire, efiimating 
ihc pofieflion of India as a full equivalent: 
but as, without Egypt, the intercourfc be¬ 
tween them cpuld not he perfedily fafe and 
expeditious, he allowed, as a natural confe- 
quence and equitable right, the propriety of 

that 
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that country being fnbjedt to the Crown of* 
Great Britain. 

The renovation of the Greek Empire, and 
the cxpulfion of the Turks from Europe, 
has long been a favourite axiom: it has 
been a defiJeratum in this quarter of the 
globe, and neceflity may occafion a new re- 
cftabliflimcnt of that order and focial cont- 
padl which millaken policy has hitherto re- 
jedted. The French appear inclined to turn 
their arms to the Eaft, and to feck freflv 
fources of rapine and plunder. Whatever 
their view's may be, it w*ould be well if tlie 
fcourge of humanity were transferred from 
civilized and populous kingdoms, and tlic 
torrent be diredted where the baneful influ-> 
cnee may be Icfs felt, and certain good com- 
penfatc for partial evil. The RuiTians are 
inclined to favour the projedi:, and it w-ould 
hind that nation more efFedlnally to oppofe 
and check the daring and fa^aX fchemes of 
Frci^h republicanjfm. Can no flop be put 
to thofe principles which have nearly ruined 
Europe, and which threaten to be c.-ttended 
to the utraoft limits of the habitable ivorld ? 
Let us then roufe and cover the Mediter¬ 
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rancan with our fleets, and the borders of 
Turkey and Greece with our armies—the 
caufe xvoLild be nobie, and the p refen t odious 
iyfleni of politics would be changed: the 
opprefTed Chriftians and Greeks would flock 
to otir Itandardj the Bofphorus would be 
opened to the {hones of the Black Sea, and 
Poland afford abundant fupplies . Let us not 
forget theilluilrious Catharine, who, withal! 
her catalogue of vices, confldcred her fecond 
grand fon, Conflantinc, as a Greek from the 
womb, and looked forward to the throne of 
Conftantinople, Let us remember the ar¬ 
dency with w’hich that nation fuppHcatcd 
her interference—their exertions in the caufe 
of freedom—and that the Princes of Georgia 
and Armenia arc not inimical to a cliangc. 
The throne of Turkey, raifed by the fword, 
but by the revolt of its provinces immerg- 
ing into rapid annihilation, can obtain little 
fupport from the means by wlijch it was ef- 
tablilhcd. The glories of Mahomet the 
Second, and Solyman the Magniiicent, are 
obfeured; and the only remembrance that 
remains is a wide disjointed empire, neither 
cemented by power nor upheld by incirnatiom 
They are thcmfelves iwaic of that convul- 
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fion which naufl inevitably happen, and they 
look for fhclter in the former dominions of 
the Caliphs, where the arts tiourilhedt and 
where philofophy reigned, but which the 
effeminate Turks barbaroully reject. 

Kingdoms as ivetl as lamilics arc con- 
nefted by tics of reciprocity; and the fame 
incidents in point of lituation and iiabits of 
induffi}'^ and commerce equally operate on 
both. Let the lituation of either be near or 
diffant, they tend from circumilanecs to the 
fame meafures of mutual profperity. RuiTm 
is the natural ally of Britain, and were tlieir 
intereffs more immediately united, a doubt 
cannot exift but a baits would be cftabliflicd 
produdive of the greateft relative advan¬ 
tages. The ambitious views of the French 
Directory, and the problematical deffgns of 
Buonaparte, bid fair to accelerate the point 
of union between England and Rullia. From 
the viciffitudes of the prefeni war we arc 
excluded from any port in the Mediterra^ 
nean;—^an ellablilhment eflentialto our com¬ 
merce, and particularly fo to our communi¬ 
cation with India, both by the Gulf of 
Ferffa and the Rea Sea. The interclU of 
Rullia in the trade of the .*\rchipelago, the 
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Levant) and the whole of the Mediterranean, 
requires no iUuftration;—on the other hand, 
the views of France to occupy Meffina, 
Corfu, Malta, Candia, and Cyprus, and 
even Egypt, cannot fail to attraifl the atten¬ 
tion of Ruflia and Britain, and irreMibly 
oblige them to concentrate their forces, in 
order to repel an attack fo pregnant with 
danger, and fo deftrunlive in its confequences. 

The Greeks, as I have already obfcrved, 
will cheerfully join this federation, and ma¬ 
terially allift to render the views of France 
nugatory and abortive, to the natives of 
which country they have a mortal antipathy. 
The Greeks cflimate their population at 
nearly feven millions j but I fhould imagine 
that this account is much overcharged. The 
capitation tax paid by the Morca and its few 
jurifdiflions amounts to no more than 3,560 
purfes rumi of 560 piaftres each*, and the 

* When purfes mmi are mentioned in the epurfe of 
this mork, it ts to be underilood that they contain five 
liundred dotlars or piaftres each. Out of a pound of filver, 
equal 10 one hundred drachms of which thefe piattres are * 
coined, not more than forty draetims is of pure filirer, 
the remamtiig fixty bafc alloy—The piaflre niiiu Is the 
Glser piece whieh pafTes from hand to hand, whillt the 
burrent piallre Is that in which accounts are kept, and 
dufluatcs according 10 the rate of exchance, 
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fum paiil into theTurkifli Miri, or treafuryr 
for the whole of European Turkey fearccly 
exceeds 20,000 purfes, Moldavia and Waf-- 
lachia, from whence the Porte draws great 
ftippUesof grain, ace not Included in this ftate- 
tnent. 'i'he number of men that could be 
CTifily raifed from the ftates ot Greece would 
undoubEcdly be numerous. During the late 
conreft between the RulTians and the Turks, 
the Greeks flattered thcmfelves w'ith the 
:tppi:ara.ncc oi an artny ot that nation on the 
plains of Adrianople of 300.000 men, Jt has 
been cepreiented that the Greeks are patient 
of control in war, and calily fubjeacd to 
militar)'^ difeipline: but 1 Ihould apprehend, 
that iheadourof their paflions%vouU bul de¬ 
fiance to rule, and that their con rage is that of 
enterpri zc ,and their fyftem tliatof devafiation. 
The Greeks, once in arms, it would be a diffi¬ 
cult talk to reduce them to- order, or prevent 
their predatory difpofitioii. They declared 
10 the late Emprefs of Ruifia, that they 
aiked not ibr treafurc: tve only afk,” faid 
they, “ for powder and ball, which we can- 
** not purchafe, and to be led to battle. Wc 
are come to offer our lives and fortunes— 
not to alk. for your ttcaiUrcs.** The ad¬ 
ventures 
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ventures of Lambro • is a convincing proof 
of the unwiilingnefs with which the Greeks 
gK'eup their martial purfuits. The termi¬ 
nation of the laft war between the Ruffians 
and the Turks occafioned the Mediterranean 
to fvvartn with privateers j they attacked the 
Iliips and vcflels of every nation, friend or 
foe, a nd it was computed that no lefs than 
300 French veflels were captured by thofc 
piratical adventurers, compofed of Greeks 
and other inhabitants of Dalmatia and Eu¬ 
ropean Turkey: the crews of the captured 
fhips were murdered, and fometimes tied to¬ 
gether and thrown into the fea: frequently 
they were fet adrift in the boat, and, in Ihort, 
the moft horrid cruelties were exercifed. 
Amongft the foremoft of thefe defperadoes, 
we find the name of Lambro, who became 
a terror to the funounding (bores: his outfet 
was in the caufe of liberty and his country; 
but when he found that the fword was 
ihcathed between Rufiia and Turkey, he dc- 
feended to the vilefi and moft ignoble prac¬ 
tices, Under the colours of Ruifia, he attack- 

♦ This iTiaQ^s is Lambro CanirSaiiij tut he was 
generally known in the MeJiterrariean by ihc name of 
Lambro. 
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nt And plundered, particularly, the French, 
the Turks, the Venetians, the Genoefe, ajid 
the vcflels belonging to the different flatcs of 
Italy* The evil became fo ferious, that re* 
prefentations w^re made to the Court of 
Rulha; that Court difclaimed all connec¬ 
tion with the pirate, and every exertion was 
uled by the French to feize him. Lambro 
was at length fubdued, and he fied to his na¬ 
tive country, where he w'as kindly received. 
In the hiftot)' of this man may be read that 
of his countrymen. It is only the melioiating 
hand of time, and the advancement and pro- 
grefs of fcicncc, that can reftore the Greeks 
to the bonds of focial compadt, the habits of 
induftiys and the full enjoyment of thofe 
blcflings which originate m a regular atten- 
non to the moral duties, and tvhich difttn- 
guiOi a'civilized people from anationof bar¬ 
barians,——But return to the ifland of Zante, 
We experienced great politenefs and hof- 
pitality from the inhabitants, who, were it 
not for the vices imported from Italy and 
V'enice, would much better deferve the enco¬ 
miums of a traveller. The ufe of the fflletto 
IS much pradfifed here, aW it is dangerous to 
be much abroad after dark. Independent of 
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the natives of the place, wc ha<l the goexi 
fortune to be introduced to Madame Gui- 
mairc, wife to the ci-devant Auftrian Conful 
at Salonica. Her buiband from tbc war bad 
repaired to Vienna on political aflalrs, and the 
lady had fougbt an afjrlum in Zante. As 
Ihe was defeended from EngliJh parents, 
Ihe was plcafcd to be extremely kind to 
our party, and, during our abode here, her 
attention to us was gratifying in the extreme. 
Neither muft we forget tl\c kindnefs of two 
young men, Dandalo and Minotte, oflicers 
in the Venetian fleet, and defeended from 
the firft families in the ftate : they attended 
us every day, and they vied with each other 
to make our flay agreeable. The family of the 
former has, I obferve, been aflivc to op- 
pofe the revolution which has lately taken 
place in Venice, and where the grafp of power 
has overthrown a republic which has ex* 
ifleJ litice the fubverflon of the Roman Em¬ 
pire by the barbarians of the North—a pe¬ 
riod of more antiquity than moft of our 
cxifling ilates, whofe duration may not in 
all human probability have fo long a conti- 
jtuance, however far the rcfliicmcnt of mo» 
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dern organization may vainly attempt to 
raife a fabric on a more folid foundation 
than the unilablc piles on which the city is 
cre^cd. It niuft be remembered that Venice 
has for pafi repelled the attack of the 
furrounding element* and now rears its head 
as an ornament to the world. 

Our Hay here being now prolonged fo much 
beyond what w'c had ever conceived, not*- 
withilanding that. Admiral Emo, on, the 
day we dixaed with him had ordered the Scla- 
vonian Captain to be ready to fail by the 19th 
of the month, under pain of exemplary 
punifliment, and who w^s bcfidcs flinctiy 
charged to bring with him on his return a cer^ 
tificate from us of our being perfectly fa>isfied 
with his condudt and treatment, we refolved 
to embrace the opportunity', which the arrival 
of the Roman Eagle, an Englifti vcflel, now 
prefented, to quit fo uncertain and prEC^ricus a 
conveyance as that wc had beiorc experienced. 
The Roman Eagle, commanded by Cap¬ 
tain Crolbie, was a brig of 170 tons burden* 
and had failed from Liverpool for Marfeilles, 
from whence fiie was now arrived in ballafl at 
Zantc, with a view to load currants at this 
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ifland, and to complete her cargo at the port 
of Patras in the Morea. I entered into an 
agreement with Captain Crolbie to carrj' ns 
to Latachea, or Scandaroon, attd to fail po- 
iitiveiy on the 12th of the month j for this 
fervice I agreed to pay him the fnm of 200I* 
We embarked on the day appointed, and on 
the J3th, at eight o’clock in the rnornlng, 
our veiTel was rowed out of the harbour by 
two boats from the Venetian man of tvar, 
there not being a breath of wind ftirring. 

We did not negled, previouily to our de- 
*parture, to take leave of our friend the Admi¬ 
ral, tvhen this good old gentleman recom- 
mended US ftrongly by a letter to the protec¬ 
tion of all the Venetian Commanders and 
Confuis, wherever chance might, in die 
courle of our journey, throw us In the 
way. 

The letter was 1 tel 1 :imony of the urbanity 
of his difpoUtion, his good-will to theEnglilh 
nation, and polIrenefs towards us. 

November 14th. Wc had not lofl fight of 
the idand of Zante—the wind was northerly, 
with ft^ualls and rain, and by obfervation at 
twelve o*clock we were in Lat. 37. a. N. 

L 4 15th. The 
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j^th. The wind flill continued northerly* 
with ftrong gales* and cloudy weather, at¬ 
tended with romerain. Lat. 35,1'y. N. 

16th, ^\ind N. K. ilrong gales* and 
cloudy weather. W'jth fudden fqualls and fre¬ 
quent ihoH’crs of rain, Lat. 34. 44. N. 

17th, Wind N. N. E, a very hard gale, 
ivith a head fwclL—^At twelve o*clock we 
faw the iflandof Gozo. bearing N. E. by E, 
diHant four or five leagues. Lat. 34. 27, N. 

iSth. This day wc found the wind ex¬ 
tremely light and variable, and fometimes it 
w'as quite caltn. The day being clear, and 
Gozo bearing from us N. E. by N. djftant 
three or four leagues, we had fight of the 
ifiand of Candia, with ^Mlount Ida riling from 
its centre. We could not readily forget the 
once-famed file of Crete, now fubjugated by 
the Turks, and immerfed in indolence and 
flavery, 34. 22. N, 

19th- Wind S. with pleafant weather. 
Lat. 34. 19. N, 

20th. Wind N, with moderate xveather, 
Lat. 34. N. 

21ft. Wind as yeflcrday, with fine wea¬ 
ther. Lat. 34. 13, 
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22ci. Wind to-day W. and by N. The 
weather continued moderate, \vith a clear llcy. 
At ten in the morning we difeovereU the 
weft end of the ill and of Cyprus, or Kubriis, 
as it is called by the Turks, bearing N. E. 
diftant ten or twelve leagues. Lac. 34. 12, 

23d, Wind S. S. W, weather fine—at 
twelve o^clock Cape Tigilo bore N, by W\ 
diftant only three miles, Lat. 34. 44,—m 
five P. M, Cape dc Gatto bore E. by N. dif¬ 
tant ten leagues. 

a4tb. Wind at S. W. and moderate—at 
two o’clock P, M. we brought up in twenty- 
three fathoms in the bay of Lemica; a boat 
immediately came off, in which we went on 
fhore, accompanied by our Captain. We re¬ 
paired to the houfe of the Englilh Conful, hut 
found he was removed to Aleppo, and that 
there was no one to fupply bis place : this 
occafioned fomc diflSciil ty , but at laft wc pro¬ 
cured a pilot to conduct us to Latacbca, for 
which Captain Crofbic agreed to pay him 
thirty piaflres. We found but little accom¬ 
modation and Icfs civility in this ruined 
place, which, though once a confidetablc 
city, is now reduced to a niiferable village. 
The roadftcad is good, which is all theev- 
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cellence it has at prefent to boa ft of; tlw foil 
is luxuriant, and produces cotton, filk, and 
drugs, and the fait-works in the time of the 
Venetians were confidcrable j the wines arc 
rich and pieafant, and the ifland of the Pa- 
phian Deity might indeed become a paradife, 
were it not for the foperftition and indolence 
of its prefent Inhabitants, and the arbitrary 
government of the Turks, which is every 
where felt, to the total deftrudiion of com¬ 
merce : for the wretched policy of the Turks 
leaves no room for exertion. T he capitation 
paid by the Chriftians on this iftand amounts 
to eight hundred and fifty purfes each, con¬ 
taining five hundred piailres rumi. The 
Abb£ Mariti informs us, When the'Purks 
conquered Cyprus, they reckoned in it, 
befides women, children, and old people, 
** y0,000 men fubjedt to capitation: and 
“ the G rani I Seignior, at the rate of fix’c 
“ pi ail res per head, drew from it an annual 
•' revenue of 400,000!. But defpotilm hav- 
*' ing overran this ifland, its fources of abun- 
“ dance dried up, and its population de- 
“ rri^fed fo much, that at prelent there arc 
frarccly 12,000 men fubjedl to capitation. 
Sth'h U the oppreffion and rapacity w hicli 
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f* the governors, tnixgi ft rates, clerks, and a 
" multitude of fubaltcm agents, cxcrcifc a- 
gainft the unhappy Cypriots.” The pre- 
fent race of men are not only fervile, but 
obfeq^uious to every thing that can be de¬ 
manded j their piiefts think it no difgraec 
to acquire money by any means, however 
degrading or derogatory to their charadler 
and profeflion. The women are handfome, 
gaudy, and wanton in their apparel, and 
retain a piedileAion for thofe orgies for 
which their anceftors were fo renowned. 
The fervour of love, the growth of warm 
and genial climates, w^as in this ifland in¬ 
grafted in the mind, and became material to 
trxiftence. They had temples confecrated 
to Venus at Cythcria and Olympus, and 
there iftlied fprings from the bofom of the 
earth which promoted vigour, and excited 
inclination. Intercourfe between the fexes 
was encouraged by the Cyprians, and that 
paflion which foftens tyrants and ditftatcs 
to the moft ferocious was chcrifticd and 
enjoyed. The moft tender and. fufceptiblc 
excitements of the breath were lively and 
unfettered, while reciprocal and unfolicited 
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cnddarmcnis kindled and Simulated deftre. 
Nature, thus invigorated by mutual fym- 
pathy, uncontrolled by cold phlegmatic 
rule, was taught to flow in channels of 
ecftacy, revolving and unbounded. At this 
day, the females of Cyprus pofl'efs alt the 
allurements and incitements of fancy, and 
we cannot forget, in their figure and Jhapt, 
the elegance and fymmetry of their fair 
progenitors, who were wont to facrificc I’o 
freely and abundantly at the altar of V'enus, 
Thcfe lafeivtous and enticing Mefliiiinas re¬ 
mind us of the Foetus defcnption : 


Age candni wilher or cuflam Jlatc 
** Her infmiic vinnctics: Other wdmen cby 
** The appetites they fcedi but Ibe makes hungry 
Where molt fhc ratisfies,” 

Far from applauding the “ foft dcluflon,'^ 
which tends only to weaken the mind, and 
overpower the underflanding, I fliall take 
leave of the Cyprian damfeh, and leave them 
in the full enjoyment of their libcrtinifm 
and gaiety. Their prominent beauties, which 
fo fairly entitle them to our admiration from 
particular circumflonccsj becomes kfs invit¬ 
ing, 
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itig, anti makes us reject their embraces, not 
only as dangerous, but difgufting to the pure 
fpirit of virtuous and connubial love. 

At feven o’clock in the evening we left 
this once-cielightful iHand, returned on board, 
and with a light breeze at N. N, E. we fet 
fail at ten P. M. for Latachca. 

25th, The wind w'as eaflerly, blowing 
ftrong, with a high fea. At fix in the even¬ 
ing wc found Cape Greco bearing N- N. E. 
difbnt two or three leagues. Lat. 34. 49, - 
26th, This morning the wind fouthcrlj", 
blowing hard. Made the Coad of Syria^ 
and fhortly afterw'ards we had fight of La- 
tachea. The pilot w^as now confulted wdic- 
ther he would undertake, under the circum- 
flances of a llrong gale, to make the port of 
Latachea, confideriug the narrownefs of (he 
harbour, and its being much expofed to a 
heavy furge. The pilot offered to make the 
attempt, but the prudence of the Captain'de¬ 
termined him to delay it till next morning, 
when we expeded a change of weather. 

27th. The wind this morning changed to 
the tveft, which made the attempt ft ill more 
impradicable. We therefore continued oa 
the coaft of Syria, in expectation of more fa¬ 
vourable 
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vourable weather to enter the liarbour^ wliidi 
we had underftood from all quarters to be 
extremely difBcult ^d dangerous fo late in 
the feafon. 

28th. To our great difappointment, the 
wind all night continued llrong at weft, 
with a very high fea« We had now no al¬ 
ternative, but that of bearing away, ar four 
in the morning, for the bay of Scandaroon- 
At fun-rife we attempted to enter the mouth 
of the bay, but foon perceived wc had made a 
imAake, and in tacking the vefTcl wc were 
nearly on lliore. Wc now flood in for die 
road, and at three o'clock in the afternoon 
came to an anchor. As foon as the veffel 
was properly fccured, Mr. filackader. Cap¬ 
tain Crolbie, and myfelf, landed at Scanda- 
roon- We were conducted to the houfe. of 
the Englilh agent, and received by him in 
the Turkifli drefs. We were entertained 
with coffee and pipes, in the eaAeni flyle, 
and vifited by fcveral of the principal Turks, 
immediately In the fcrvicc of government: 
they came to Icam the news of the war be¬ 
tween the Emperor and the Porte. As wc 
had but little to communicate that could 
afford them fatisfa^ion, wc w^cre not very 
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forward in yielding the infoittiaiion they 
fequired. 

It was formerly the cuftom to have aCon- 
i'ul here, under that of Aleppo, but of late 
years, owing to the duty of trade. It has 
been judged fufficient to have only a porfon 
as fadbor or agent appointed by our Conful 
at Aleppo, to tranfadl the bulincfs of the 
Engliih nation. We found a Ficnehman of 
the name of CalVillon in the office. He has 
rcfidcd at Scandaroon for many years, and 
appeared a polite, obliging man, but much 
tinged with the Turkilh gravity, and indeed 
his appearance befpoke fo much of the cha- 
rader, that I was at a lofs to which natioo 
really to aferibe him. Having opened our 
bufinefs, and receiving an affuiancc of pro¬ 
viding for our journey without delay, we 
took our leave to retiim on board, though 
not till after his obligingly offering accom¬ 
modations at bis houfe. This place is alio 
called Alexandretta : it is cftccmed the fea- 
port of Aleppo; but, from certain inform¬ 
ation, Latachea is much better entitled to 
this diffindtion. The natural indolence and 
want of energy in the TurkiQi government, 

in not extirpating the banditti that fnfeft the 
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road between Aleppo and Latacliea, parti¬ 
cularly the Curds, who inhabit (he higher 
parts of Syria to the northward, and are de¬ 
clared enemies to the Turks, gives prefer¬ 
ence to the port of Scandaroon, Thelfe men 
are equally brave in defending themfeivcs, 
as they are in the attack of caravairs. When 
the Turks are victorious, tlieir heads pay for 
the offence j but they are not afi:xious to en¬ 
gage the Curds in equarcombat. Pardes of 
ttreir horfe hi\'e been frequently feen within 
a mile of Aleppo; and it is unfafe at all 
times to be more than three or four miles 
diftant from the city ^vithout a guard. 
Their women arc armed, and left to defend 
tlicir encampment when they ride in fearch 
of plunder, but which is generally fixed in 
fome concealed place. On a recent occafion 
tlicfc ladies repelled the attack of a party of 
Turkith cavalr)'. In former ages the bor¬ 
ders of the Euxine had its nation of Ama¬ 
zons. We read of Peiithelelia and Thalcf- 
trts in the tlays of Priam and Alexander, and 
wedifeoverin the tribe of the Curds that 
their race is not yet extinguilhed m the Eaft. 
Such arc the banditti to be apprehended in 
your journey through Syria. 
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Tlie bay and road of Scandaroan has par-> 
cular advantages over the Poat Latachca. 
This harbour is extremely narrow, and ex- 
pofed to the ftrong wefterJy winds. The 
entrance is only capable of admitting one vef- 
fel at a time, and that of inconUderablc bur* 
den. In violent weather, and particularly in 
welterly winds, which blow in the winter, it 
is frequently impoflible to bring up the fniuU 
craft that refort hither, and confequcntly they 
run on the fand, and are fometimes bulged. 
On the other hand, Scandaroon can at all 
Icafons be vifited %vith fccurity, as the road is 
fafe, and as there is .1 good beach for land¬ 
ing. I muft however remark, in the fmit- 
nicr fcafon there is a frequent communi¬ 
cation kept up between Cyprus and Lata- 
chea, at which time there Is no danger, and 
large boats are to be hired for fifiy or lixiy 
piaflres, that will run you over, with n tole¬ 
rable w'Jnd, in thirry-lix hours. Here we 
have a Con fill regularly appointed; and from 
the circumftances already mentioned, is a 
place of conliderubic trade, with a neigh¬ 
bourhood aboiiiiding with many remains of 
antiquity to gratily the taftc and curiolity of 
travellers. 
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Notwithftaiiding the di fad vantage of the 
harbour of ^atachca in the winter^ it is by 
much the nioft eligible port* provided the 
commander of your veflef or boat 'will uniklcr- 
take to carry you in* The pilots procured 
at Latacheaare efteemed abkt although I c:tn- 
not pay this compliment to ours^ as I verily 
believe his incapacity or want of refolu- 
tion occahoned our bearing away for Scan- 
diu'oon. 'I'his maji was hired at thirty pial- 
tres only, one half of what others demanded; 
and it is probable, had our Captain given 
more, and employed an abler pilot, we W'ould 
have faved two days, and got into Latachea, 
m place of Scandaroon* 

in the fummer the inhabitants of all the 
diflrkts fituated in the vicinity of any of the 
gulf's of the Le\"ant arc particularly fubje^t 
to intermittent fevers. Thofe of Scandafoon 
are more particularly fo from the marlhes 
and fwamps hirronnding the town in every 
direction—a circumftancc which,in fummer, 
renders Latachea preferable, although the 
rtay of a traveller is generally fo fhort that 
little danger can be apprehended. 

The morning of the 29th we landed our 
baggage, after having given amongft the 

crew 
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crew every thing that was unncceflary to the 
lanct expedition we had before us. 

Moniieur Caftillon being under the necef- 
iity of lending to the country for horfes, we 
propofcd taking a view of the place and its 
environs. We difpatched an exprefs nicflen- 
gcr to Mr. Devezin, the Britilh Conful at 
Aleppo, for whom we liad letters from 
Mr. Ritchie at Venice, requeftmg him to 
prepare a caravan and neccl^^ics for the 
journey, if no regular caravan offered at the 
time. The expence of a meflenger is fome* 
thing about five piaflres, a moderate fum for 
lb long a diflance. 

Farther than what 1 have already noticed, 
this place has little to boalf of. The houfes 
arc in general extremely bad, and the Buzar 
ihockingly dirty and inconvenient. The 
town is quite dcfencelefs; the Turktih 
governor hoifts a flag on his houfe, which 
has fomething the appearance of a fortifica¬ 
tion, without being fo: the %vhoIe number 
of houfes does not exceed two hundred, in¬ 
cluding the meaneft hovel. The fituation is 
ftill more milerable than the town itfelf. I 
have already obferved, it is furrounded on 
every fide, excepting tow'ards the lea, by 
M 2 marllrcs, 
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nurflicsT which in the hot feafbn is produc¬ 
tive of trouble feme and tedious diforders; 
to avoid which, the inhabitants of any dif- 
tih^ion retire to the neighbouring tow^n of 
Beilan, iituated in the adjoining mountains, 
where they enjoy a much purer air. I was 
aflonilhed to oblbrve the principal Turks 
look healthy, whilft all the Europeans and 
Grangers were emaciated by the untvholc- 
fome climate. Here the French and Vene¬ 
tians have Confuls, and indeed the trade is 
divided chiefly between them. We found 
fevem) (hips belonging to both nations at 
anchor in the roads. 

Our Cicerone, W'ho w-as a Frenchman, 
condudled us to the Chrillian burying- 
ground, w here I perceived many handfomc 
monuments, particularly fome in memory of 
our countrymen, dead nrore than a centmy 
ago. The ground is enclofed by a lofty 
wall, and you enter it by a door not higher 
than three feet: we w'ere compelled to 
iloop to view theie monuments of morta¬ 
lity. 

VVe were Ihewn an ancient fortification, 
laid to have been built by the Cbriftians 
during the Crufades, and fomc time in their 
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polTeffioJi, No antiquities prcfeYifcd them- 
felves to oiir obfcrvation. At a diftance in¬ 
deed ot about three iniks we were deOred 
to look at fomethiiig wlucli had the appear¬ 
ance of pillars, and we were at the fame time 
informed, that tSuy go by tbe names of 
Jonas s pillars, from its being the identical 
Ipot where he was difgorged from the belly 
of the whale. We were anxious to vifit a 
place of Itich fcriptural antiquity, and re- 
quefted tlie company of our guide, who was 
very obliging and communicative, and an 
amateur of the Englifh language. This 
man, with a very fignificant Ihrug, aflured 
us, that the journey w-as utterly impradti- 
cable, for the troops of the rebel Pacha of 
Fayas was in pofTelTion of the ground, in 
order to watch the motions of the Turks 
from this quarter. He at the fame time 
added, that he had lately occafioncd the death 
of an Englilh captain and two of his feamen, 
and gave the following account, which w'as 
afterwards confirmed to us:— 

Fayas is a pretty ex ten five territory, fitu- 
ated at the extremity of the Bay of Scanda- 
roon, whereof the capital, a l^-port, goes 
by the fame name. This place is fubflan- 
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tially. fortified bjr ftrong walls, flanked by 
baftions of folid mafoiuy. The diflridt is 
governed by a Pacha under the Grand 
Seignior, and tributary to the Porte. Since 
the commencement of the RuiTian and 
German war, the ruling Pacha rebelled 
againft the authority of the Empire, and had 
for fome time bid defiance to its commands, 
and orders had been repeatedly fent to the 
neighbouring Pacha, to fend his head to 
Conftantinopic, 

The Payas country is, from fituation, na¬ 
turally ftrong, mountainous, and rocky, and 
the Pacha had been able to defend himfclf 
both in the fort and in the hills againft his 
adverfaries. He conftantly plunders all 
paflengers, particularly pilgrims going to, 
or returning from Mecca, and was of late 
the terror of the adjoining country. 

The commander of a imall brig, of the 
name of Fowlis, repaired in his boat with 
four of his crew, fome time in the month of 
Auguft laft, to take water for his veflel at a 
fmall fpring near to the pillars; on his land¬ 
ing, he was fur rounded by a body of armed 
men belonging to the Pacha of Payas, who 
plundered him of his money, and every thing 
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of value about his perfon. Tlic officer who 
commanded the party detainedliim till orders 
arrived from his mailer, when they Wefe all 
ordered prifoners to the fort, where they 
were confined, put in irons, and treated in 
the harfheft manner, 

Tlic view of the rebel was to gain the fum 
of 4,OCQ piaArcs, at which he valued his 
ranfom. In confequence of the leverity ex- 
ereifed on theft unhappy people, the Captain 
and two of the feamen diedj the Pacha, 
finding himfclf dilappointcd in his hopes, 
granted Hheit)'^ to the remaining two. 

On the relation of this narrative, a reflec¬ 
tion naturally occurred, that Mr, Fowlis 
fhould have been made acquainted of the 
danger of reforting to that fpot, as water, 
though perhaps not fo good, was to be had 
in the neighbourhood of Scandaroon. To 
this fuggeflion I was afTured by Mr. CaflU- 
lon, that he had repeatedly and earneftly 
warned him of the confcquences, but the 
hfgh idea he entertained of the Britifh cha- 
radler fuggelled it a fufflclent pafTport over 
the world, efpectally when his nation was 
not engaged in any w^ar. It is evident that 
this idea may be carried to excels. 
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To a Britifli fubjed it is a matter of fome 
moment to learn wlmt fteps were taken for 
his relcafc; but it may be alked wiiat Aeps 
couki be taken where a barbarous and un¬ 
feeling rebel was the party principally in- 
terefted? Only one in this lit nation feemed 
at all pradlicablc, viz. to pay the ranfom ; 
:md there is but few who would advance a 
film of tlris kind to a man without property, 
and perhaps without any profpci^ of being 
again repaid, 

I was at fomc trouble to difeover the real 
means attempted on this occalion to obtain 
the enlargement of the unfortunate prifoner. 
Sir Robert Ainflic, our Ambaflador at the 
Porte, Mr. Devezin, Britilh Conful, and 
Monf. Caftillon, were the principal agents. 
All 1 could Icim was, that Sir Robert found 
great fault with the Con ful's negociation with 
the Pacha. On mentioning the fubjedl to 
Mr. Devezin at Aleppo, he requelled of 
Mr. Blackadcr and me to afford him what 
information we could on the fubjedt, for the 
AmbalTador's information, and perhaps for 
his own exculpation. Nothing could be done 
without the advance of money, and I did 
not find that Sir Robert Ainllic gave any au-* 
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thoriry for fo doing, and Mr.-Devezin did 
not cbooi'e to tnift to the Levant Company 
for his reimburferaent. It is true repeated 
orders were procured from the Porte for their 
rekiife, but thofe orders were of no effedl m 
the couritry of Pay as. To negociatc the 
bulinefs with Mr. Deveziii, on the part of 
Giptain Fowlis, a young man was permit¬ 
ted by the Pacha to viiit Aleppo. The nar¬ 
rative fwom to by him was nearly as before 
related : the bad treatment he had received 
occasioned a fevere fever; on his recovery he 
proceeded to Great Britain in a fhip from 
Scandaroon bound to Venice. In whatever 
manner this budnefs erided, 1 am afraid but 
little reparation W'as received for the injury 
and infult. 

We returned to our fadlor's lioufe to din¬ 
ner, which was ferved up in the French 
(lylc, although intermixed with many of the 
Eallem dilhes. In the afternoon we fettled 
with our Captain, and after an early fupper 
wc retired to reft, being accommodated with 
a tolerable bed by Monf. Caftillon. 

In the morning tve found tliis gentleman 
buiily employed in landing goods from an 
Englifti brig, configned to Mr. Smith at 
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Aleppo, and which we found at anchor on 
our arrival; he infomaed us that the place 
was vitited by fix or fi*ven annually. 

On inquiring for our hoxfes, we were pro- 
mifed them at one o^clock. It was accord¬ 
ingly determined to dine early. In walking 
along the lirand, we entered a fmall cncannp- 
mem of Turks from Mecca: they were on 
the return to Smyrna and its neighbourhood, 
and wiihed much for a fea conveyance, from 
the dread of the Pacha of Fayas, through 
whofe country they had to pafs. Their ap¬ 
pearance was much the fame as that of the 
better kind of Moormen we meet with in 
India; their drefs, arms, and tents, and in 
general their appearance, differed but little 
from their brethren in that quarter; their 
compiedlions were fomewhat fairer, and 1 
apprehend they were clothed more after the 
drefs of the people of Mecca than that of 
the Turks. 

After having fufRciently fatigued our- 
felves, wc returned home about twelve 
o^clock. After dinner, wc were fupplied 
with horles, and four w'ere allotted for our 
baggage, which we had by this time confi- 
derably reduced, by leaving every incum¬ 
brance 
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brance on board the brig» and tmfting to 
Aleppo for 1 frefh fuppljr. 

For thefe horfes we were charged at the 
enormous rate of forty piailres for two days 
journey to Autioch* befides a prefent for the 
attendants, 

A guide was procured for us, who was 
alfo to be fupplied with a horfe, and to re» 
ceive fourteen piailres on difeharging and re- 
turning our cattle. This man was a Maho¬ 
metan, and feemed a good-natured impofing 
fellow. Indeed, he evinced himfelf fo in 
every fituation; he was very attentive to us, 
and particularly careful that nobody elfe 
Ihould cheat us of our money but himfclf. 

The 30th of November, at three o^clock, 
we mounted the moft wretched cattle I ever 
faw : thej' were of a fmall breed, and moft 
dreadfully fupplied with old Turkifli faddles, 
very hard and uncomfortable. 

The caution given in the beginning of this 
narrative, to take efpecial care to be provided, 
with good faddles and bridles before leaving 
England, will here be brought to remem¬ 
brance. 

Monf. Cadillon, in his Turkifh habit, iiVas 

mounted on a very handfome Ipirited horle, 

and 
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and accompanied os a few miles: we pro* 
teeded over a kind of caulcway acrofs the 
jvvamps, and approached the foot of the 
mountains T diftant about four miles from 
Scandaroon, when our friend, the TurkiJh 
Frenchman, took his leave. 

We now afeended high and rugged moun¬ 
tains till half part fix, and it was nearly 
dulk i^'hen we arrived at Beiian, the firft 
llage, dilhint from Scandaroon eight or nine 
miles. Tlic road all the way appeared to me 
impracticable for any carriage, although of 
a tolerable breadth. We alighted at a poor 
houfe, provided for us by our guide Maho¬ 
met, and it was with fomc difficulty we 
could procure either light or firing. The 
room allotted us was by much inferior to a 
hay-loft in England, without even a carpet 
or indeed furniture of any kind. We pro¬ 
cured a few eggs, on w'hich we fupped. 
We had taken care to lay in a fmalt fiock of 
wine and fomc cold roafted fowls, enough to 
laft us the time we expeded to be on the road. 

The toevn and dillriA of Beiian is go- 
% crncd by a Pacha, to whom tlie Mofieem 
.ol Scandaroon had notified oiu* being tra- 
^^ellcrs ■ to Aleppo, fhis place is the moH 
1 romantic 
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romantic I ever fiw ; fituatcd in the middle 
of tlie mountains that rife over the flag- 
nant waters and unwholcfome marlhes of 
that port; thither the inhabitants in the fum-i 
mer and autumn fly for flielter from the 
noxious vapours that arc exhaled from them* 
and benefit by the purenefs and falubrity of 
'the air. Here all is cob! and agreeable, 
^v‘hilfl the atmofphere of the plain below is 
Ailed with difeafe, and conveys certain dc- 
flrudfion to every flranger. and even to the 
natives themfclvcs. 

The houfes in this village arc placed In 
the moll Angular and in the moll irregular 
way it is polfible to conceive t the groiniJ 
floor of one being frequently iiigher than the 
roof of the adjoining houfe, and in this man¬ 
ner it is throughout a continued variety, A 
thoufand little ftreams run from the moun¬ 
tains, and exhibit a moil plealing profpedt to 
the eye; it refrefhes while you ga^e on the 
fmall cataradts and the rudenel’s of the fceiie, 
The Ample yet bold varieties of Nature: 
which are here difclofed afford bothfuhli- 
mity and grandeur, flits the mind with con¬ 
templation on the Aupendous w'orks of 

creation. 
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creation, and leaves us equally at a lofs to 
account for their origin or continuincc. 

The inliabitants are few, and principally 
Syrians, who Jive by making butter and 
breeding fheep, goats, and fowls, all which 
they fell at Scandaroon, and to the ihipping 
at that place, ft may be eafiJy conceived 
that they are miferably poor, but they poflefs 
content, which riches cannot give, and they 
derive liealth from the wholefomcncfs of their 

Witl, our beds fpread on the floor, we en¬ 
joyed a tolerable nap till five next morning, 
having previoufly ordered our horfes at fix 
o clock. 1 he weather being cold, we were 
gluJ of a fire in the comer of our room, at 
which mir fervant made us fome coffee. It 
was not till feven o'clock that our baggage 
was loaded on the horfes, at which time we 
fet forward : the expence of this night's in¬ 
different lodging was a piaftre for each of 
our party, which is the common price given 
by European travellers all over Syria. 

fhe road lay through the higher part of 
the town, over fomc bridges, thrown acrofs 
without ledges; ihcfc cataraifls arc very ha¬ 
zardous 
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■^artlous to pafs. Before leaving Bcilartt wc 
were Joined by twenty men belonging to the 
Pacira, who preceded us a mile or two, and 
then returned back, after receiving a few 
parahs per man, as bukihifli: this is a mere 
ceremony to obtain from travellers a triRing 
gratuity. 

At nine o*clock we fell in with a fmall 
guard placed by the road fide to protedt paf- 
fengers, by the orders of government. To 
thefe people a fmalt prefent was liketvife 
given: proceeding over the hills, the Lake 
of Antioch prefented itfelf below. At eleven 
o*clock w’e reached the bottom, and moved 
on along the Ikirts of the lake towards a 
caravanferai built for the accommodation of 
travellers, and which contains at the fame 
time a guard for the protection of the trade 
that pafies backivards and forwards. This 
caravanferai is furrounded with a high and 
firong wall, forming nearly a fquare, and 
fituated within a few yards of the road. To 
the right, an ancient cafile gracefully dif- 
plays itfelf on the fide of a lofty mountain, 
Bill in tolerable condition, though unbha> 
biied. 

The fertile plains of Antioch here opens 

on 
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on all fidcs, and rctnmds us of the former 
fniitfulnefs of the foiJ. before the opprefibn 
of the Turkifh government was felt in this 
devoted land. For the firft time, ux* beheld 
the tribes of wandering Arabs in tlicir en- 
campmentSj attending tlirir oumerons herds 
of cattle, the palhire intermixed with beau¬ 
tiful flowers, yielding them a delicious re- 
part. Tiic Arabs appeared totally indifferent 
to us. harmlefs, and inofienfivc. 

Before approaching a fmall river about 
hve miles diftant from the city of Antioch, 
we perceived three horfemen approaching 
our party. We had been luckily joined by 
two of the Turkifh cavalry in their ivay to 
Aleppo, who had, in a friendly manner, 
agreed to accompany us. The fight of the 
horfemen roufed our Janizaries: they loaded 
their carbines and piftols, and placing a 
number of cartridges in the folds of their 
turbans, let forward on a hand-gallop, ac¬ 
companied by Mr. Blackader and rnyfelf. 
W'e were received by tlie horfemen with a 
fmile, and after a few compliments they took 
their leave- Our friendly Turks informed 
us they were w'cll known to them, and three 
of the nioft: notorious robbers in the w hole 
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country; adding, tliat if luckily wc had 
not been armed, they would not have left 
us a rag to cover us. Whether this was 
intended to convey an idea of their own con- 
fequence, or to intimidate us, f cannot pof- 
fttively fay, but they appeared to me the 
moft civil robbers 1 ever heard of, Thefe 
men were well armed and mounted, and 
feemingly well fitted for the purpofe of de¬ 
predation. Our guide, Mahomet, alfo con¬ 
firmed the intelligence of the Turks. 

At four o'clock we crofled the river Oron- 
tes, or Aflj, over an ancient bridge to the 
gate of Antioch, now called Antakea by the 
Turks, We were flopped for a few minutes 
to give an account of ourfdves, and then 
permitted to pafs. We were conduifled by 
our guide to a caravanferai, where we took 
up our abode. The accommodation of tra¬ 
vellers in all countries which have the finallefl 
pretenCon to civilization has uniformly be¬ 
come an objedt of public attention, more 
particularly in the Eafl, where the bonds of 
Ibctety were Jirft cemented, and commerce 
and intercourfe encouraged and protedlcd. 

Of this truth, the plains of India afford 
the moft convincing proof: over all that 
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rt'idclj-cxtcndcd country, public as Well 
private munificence has contributed largely 
to this ccnvcnience. The Choultries of 
the Carnatic and the Serais of Hindoflan 
iniprcfs this convidlicin flrongiy on our 
mind. 

In the days of the Caliphs, caravanferais 
were not negicdcd, and we can trace the 
ruins of many whicli the barbarifms of the 
Turks and their unaccommodating manners 
have nearly configned to oblivion. M^hat 
yet remain are commodious, and well calcu¬ 
lated both for the rcpole of the traveller and 
the lafety of his proper t>'. 

It is by no means difficult to an obferving 
mind to trace theprogrefs oi improvement in 
this as well as In other mrianccs. We ow'e 
to the Cruladers of the iirh and 12th centu- 
iries the introduction of our own Serais, 
which are a faithful *^opy of thofe in Syria 
and Palcfline. Surrounded with lofty ivalls, 
with mafly gales, and not exceeding two 
ftories in height, the upper part of the build¬ 
ing is divided into feparate chambers for the 
ule of itinerants, and the lower part appro¬ 
priated for the reception of baggage and mer¬ 
chandize: to each apartment there is afepa- 

rate 
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rate key. The keeper of the principal gate 
has the privilege of felling coffee, and pipes 
and tobacco, to allay the fatigue of the wea¬ 
ried traveller. For thefe accommodations 
the price is a piailre for each perfon, befides 
any extra charge for necefTaries required. 
Let this deferipdon be cotnpared with the 
old inns in the city of London, when a ftrik- 
ing refemblance will be difcovcred, and their 
origin traced to the real fource. 

On our arrival at the caravanferai, we 
were foon furrounded by a concourfe of peo¬ 
ple, who, from curiofity, came to view Eu¬ 
ropeans in the drefs of their country, for at 
this time we had not afTumed the Eaflcm 
mode. This curiollty bordered ftrongly on 
impertinence. They handled every thing 
they faw, and I was in doubts wfiether every 
article of our baggage would not have been pil¬ 
laged by this rafcaily fet, as the Antakeans are 
notorious in Syria for their difhonefty. The 
plated buttons on my coats they miftook for 
fllvcr j and this circiimftancc afforded amongff 
themfelves matter for fevere altercation whe¬ 
ther they were made of that metal or not. 

I procured a room, with a padlock and 
key, as fpeedily as poffible, where I ordered 
our baggage to be depofited j and recollecf- 
N 2 ing 
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tng J h'iii 1 letter fox ao Armenuin, who ai 5 l» 
3S agei^t for the EngH& nation, £ di/paiched 
a nueff^gcr, hoping, from dri* introdii^tton, 
to fare fonicthit^g better than what prefent 
appcatapi^cs befpoke. Wo were now ;fii:rveil 
with cjofiee, the bell thing to be had at thefc 
places, when a man, vciierabic in appearance, 
approached* ns wkh much civility, ECtjuofl:- 
ing us to oiaJte ufe of his apartments. \Ve 
accepted his invitation, and found the room 
much more comfortable than, oor own. h 
was dean, and fpreadWith carpets; on the 
^vall hui’kg his arms, to perfedt order. Ho 
was, like ourfdves, a traveller, and his caurt'' 
tenance befpoke more of the milk of human 
kindnefs than is ufually met with in thofe 
regions. He talked of joining our party, if 
wc would wait for otw day; ghvo a& Kis pipe, 
and iccirLcd to take Tome concern in our fare. 
Our bulinefs requiring difpatch, we declined 
remaining longer in fuch an unfavourable 
place, and determined to proceed in the 
monnng. By this time a niefFenger arrived 
to conduct us to the houfc of (he Armenian, 
My fervant w*as left in charge of our 
thing?, and after taking leave of our good 
old friend, and lequeHing him to join 
us in the momipg, we quitted the dcieftable 
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carasratiferai, and arrived in half aft liour at 
the hotrfe ftf our invircr. 

The citj of Annoch, once io fiimotis, owed 
its origin tothcdjfrncmbermcnf of the empire 
of Alexander, When tloc death of that prince 
had terminated his glory,there was no fucccATor 
of equal enterprize or magnanimity to oc¬ 
cupy his throne. The leading captains of 
his army dcteTmined to icize on, and to di¬ 
vide amongft themfeIves, the empire of the 
world, which he had acquired by military 
Ikill and unexampled perfeverance* The 
kingdom of Syria was at this time governed 
by Seleucas Nicator, who easily alTUmcd the 
government, and laid the foundation of the 
SjTCN.Macedonlan Empire. It teas an ob- 
^edt of the firrt importance to Seleucas to 
have a capital proportioned to the magnitude 
nf his newly-acquired kingdom; and he 
fixed on a fpot on the right bank of the 
river Orontes, eiglween miles front the Me¬ 
diterranean Sea, where he built the city of 
Antioch, and adorned it with all fhe beauty 
and elegance of Cfrecian arcUittdlutc. The 
refinements of luxury were, in thofe 4piys, 
carried to an enormous height; and in par' 
ticular, the orgies of Venus were, in a cli- 

N 5 mate 


( i 82 ) 

mate congenial to the foft defircs of Jove, 
held in the higheft eflimatlon. The groves 
of Daphne were famous for being the afy- 
lum of Nlector, and the feat of voluptuous 
enjoyment. In after-times this feat of plca- 
fure and efTcminacy was prohibited to the 
Roman foldiers, left it ihould enervate ami 
fediice them from their duty. Daphne was 
five miles diftant from Antioch, and within 
the labyrinth of its fhadowy bowers, It con¬ 
tained a temple facred to Apollo and Diana, 
but at this moment not a veftige is to be diG 
covered. War, the fcourge of humanity, 
and famine and earthquakes have frequently 
defolatcd this delightful city. Formerly it 
had a port of conftderable importance on the 
north bank of the Orontes, and on the lliores 
of the Levant; but the harbour is choaked 
up, and there is not a fingle inhabitant re¬ 
mains, The fun of Antioch is fet. The pre- 
fent city is a mifcrable place, extending four 
^ hundred yards from the fide of the river to 
the bottom of a mountain, on the fummit of 
which, and round the town, the Crufaders, 
during their being in pofTeffion of Syria! 
built a ftrong wall. Nothing remains of 
its apeient grandeur befides fomc ftupendous 
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ciufcways and maffy gatcw'ays of hew a 
ftonc. The ft reefs arc fhockingly dirty, 
narrow, and the houfes mean and low, and 
it is only reforted to by the caravans of 
Aleppo, Latakea, and Scandaroon, The 
direft road from Aleppo to thcle ports is in 
the poireftionof the Curds, which obliges the 
merchants to go fevcral miles out of their way 
by taking Antioch in their route. It is al¬ 
lowed on all bands that the rh'cr Orontes 
might be made navigable for boats of a large 
conftrudlon; the ftream is rapid, but they 
could be towed up againft it, and from this 
circumftance it might become a place of trade 
and confequcncc. But we muft not look for 
energy amongft the Turks j and the Syrians 
never pollclled it. Before this can be ac¬ 
compli died, the kingdom of Syria muft pafs 
into the hands of ibme new conqueror, 
who will give birth to coterprife and in- 
Juftry. The bridge over the Orontes is 
low and inelegast, confining of five arches. 
According to the tradition, St. Paul was 
baptized in this river. Whether this be the 
calc or not, a diflike to Chriftians is ftrongly 
implanted in the inhabitants of this city ; and 
it was the only place where we fLiffercd any 
K 4 indignity. 
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indignity, or even the fmalleft appearance of 
incivility. 

In proceeding to the caravanfcral tve hatl 
the mortification to be fpit at, with the ap- 
pcliarion of Chriftim dogs I*' Mrs, Tay¬ 
lor was feized by tlie arm, and attempted to 
he pulled from her horfe with a degree of 
brutal violence: one of the fervants luckily 
held her fall, but her arm bore evident tefti- 
mony of the rude manner in which the men 
made the at tempt. My Italian fervant was 
leized by the coat, but a fpirited ftrokc from 
his horfewhip made the fellow quit his hold. 
The Black vvas more roughly treated, and he 
had the impnidence to prefent his pjrtol at 
one of the mod daring, I ievercly repre¬ 
hended him for his folly, confiderlng the 
brutality of the people, and their diflike to 
Chriftians; if any accident bad happened, it 
would have moft undoubtedly proved fatal 
to the whole party. In turning the corner 
of a flrcct, a young fellow attempted to 
fnatch away my whip i neitlier did he relin- 
quifh it till after fomc Uruggle between us. 

1 have given fomc features of the inhabitants 
of Antioch, and what a traveller may expeft. 

I would advife avoiding the town, and rather 
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to feek any flielter tlwii fo inhofpitable a place. 
A tLut would have been a thoufand times 
preferable, but this wx bad not. Another 
thing that perhaps made againil us, was the 
European drefs: it would be therefore bertet 
to appear a laTurtjucas foon as poflible after 
your arrival in Syria. 

The Armenian received us politely in his 
hall of audience, and welconicd us to his 
houfe. He was in company with two or 
three more of his religion, fmoking the 
Turkilli pipe, with a bottle of annifeed-wa¬ 
ter before him, from tvhieh he and his 
friends made frequent libations. Being feated 
on a carpet in the Eaftern ftyle, he ordered 
our baggage to his houlc, and a repaft to be 
prepared. After having afliiled us in fettling 
with the guide for the hire of our horfes, 
he very civilly requeued we would refrefh 
ourfclves for a day or tw’o with him; this 
we declined, and requefted his interference 
to procure us cattle in the morning at an 
early hour; orders were accordingly given, 
with every promife of alliftancc on his part. 

At feven o'clock fupper was announced: 
it contifted of fevcral d i lives, compol^ chiefly 
of ftih dreffed In different ways, according 
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to the mode of the country: they were 
placed on a large filver waiter^ raifed about 
a foot from the carpet, on which the com- 
pany fat in a circular manner. Our party 
confifted of our hoft, the old .^rntcniati, iiis 
fon, one of his friends, and ourfclvcs; Abun¬ 
dance of bread was thrown at the feet of tiic 
guefts t but there was neither knife, fork, nor 
fpeon. Our entertainer helped the company 
liberally with his right hand, which he had 
previoufly waihed for the purpoie. The 
mode in which this repaft ^vas condtufted 
appeared to us truly laughable. The hearty 
way our friend dived his hand, with the 
flccvc of his gown tucked up to his cJbo*iv, 
into a large di£h, and transferred it with 
feme violence to our plates, and this too 
without afking or availing our confent, 
formed a Itriking contralt to the delicacy of 
European manners. Notwithftanding this 
fecmfng want of cleanlincfs, great regard 
w*as paid to ablution. Water trom a illvcr 
evver and clean tow'els were ferved the com¬ 
pany both before and after lupper. Our 
drink confifted of thick wine of the country, 
fomething refembling bad Madeira before it 
js made fine by the ufual ©peration. The 
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annifeed-water was by no means forgotten j 
and upon the whole \vc made a very tole¬ 
rable meal. Supper being ended, the com¬ 
pany retired to the oppofitc compf of the 
room, where pipes were prepared. After a 
ihort time fpent in this way, n c w^erc vif ted 
by an itinerant Italian phyfician, drcllcd in a 
mo!V whimfical manner; he wore a very 
formal wig, ’with a cocked hat, large whif- 
kers, a red filk Turkifti gown, under which 
appeared fome other clothes, partly Euro- 
, pean, and partly Xvirkiflii He was ex¬ 
tremely inquilitive for news, particularly of 
the war between the Emperor and the Turks. 
He alTured me, that all Syria would rejoice at 
the fuccefs of the former, as it yielded the 
inhabitants a faint profpe^t of better mailers 
and better times. This poor man feemed 
fenfibly affeded at the miferies of the Sy¬ 
rians, of whom he fpokc handfomely, and 
added, that their poverty prevented the ef- 
feds of their generofity towards him. He 
was extremely defirous to return to Italy; 
but, alas 1 like many others, he had outlived 
his friends, and was now doomed to roam 
through the plains of Syria, in order to 
pick up a miferablc pittance by his fltiU in 
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curing the diforders incident to thcfe inhof- 
pi table c] i mes. He appeared to be refpefted 
by our hoft, though I afterwatds ilnderftood* 
that, like a number of vagrants and wanderers 
of his countiy, fome Jaux^pas of his youth 
was more ttian an objection againft vijiting 
his native land. To the honour of the Eiig- 
lifli nation, adventurers of doubtful hiftory 
from foreign, countries are every whert to be 
met with in all parts of the TurkilhEinpirc, 
ivhilft we rarely find an, Englilhman, who, 
like them, arc grovelling in a country of 
flaves, expofed to fcorn, and liable to every 
infult degrading to the human mind. 

The phyiician having taken leave, with 
many compliments and wiflies for our fuc- 
cefs, chairs were placed in the area of the 
building, which, like all the Eaftcm houfes 
of confeq.uencc, was fur rounded by a high 
wall, fecuTcd with a ftrong gate. Here the 
Imoking was ^ continued, and we were Joined 
by an Armenian, who appeared as the droM 
or mcTty-andrcw of the family. He dif- 
played numberlefs antick gefturOS, and pof- 
fibly exprefled many witty fayings, if J 
may judge from the immoderate mirth of 
the fpedlators,. for the language I did not un- 
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^Tftiind. This amufcrHcnt continued till 
ten o’clock, when beds or mattreffes were 
i'pread ofi. (he carpet of the hall, witli com- 
fbrtabk pillows, and we laid onrfclvcs dorvn 
to r<ft. 

The var iety of this day wemid have afforded 
ample compenfation for its fatigues, coold 
the unpleafant fcnlation tlmt remained on our 
minds, ariiing from the condodt of the people 
of Antioch, have been effaced. Snug within 
our caftlfi. for fuch is the houfc of every 
man in this country, we rejoiced in being no 
kjngdr fubje^b to thofe infults and imperti¬ 
nences to which, remaining at the caravan- 
lerai, undoubtedly wmuld have fubjeited us; 
and wc were happy to think that the morning's 
fun would convey us from a place we bad 
fo much reafon to deteft. 

Early the next day coftl-e was ferved by a 
very pretty Armenian girl, daughtcr-irnlaw 
to Qttr hoft. She was fair, and feemed by 
heif little attentions defiroijs to plcafe; her 
fine black hair hung dow n her back in a 
hyndred fmall plaits, wliihl her forehead and' 
l^reaft were adorned with chequins connected 
togc<h^ by a firing. Her drels confified of 
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the Turkifh drawers, and a long robe, wliicti 
from her neck reached to her heels,, made of a 
kind of filk and cotton Huff, intermixed with 
flowers of gold. She wore no covering on her 
head, and, unlike thofc of her fed in India,-no 
handkerchief to cover her mouth. On her 
feet ihe had a pair of Turkiih flippers, which 
fhc pulled off as flic approached the company 
of the men. She did not e?tt or even fit 
down to table with her hufband j but wliat 
was to me ft ill more aftonifliing, was, to per¬ 
ceive this fcemingly delicate woman folacing 
Iierfelf in die morning with a plentiful cup 
of aiinifced-watcr. My fair countrywo¬ 
men will, no doubt, condemn the flavciy in 
which the Eaftcm ladies arc maintained, and 
pfeafingiy refled on the diflercnce of their 
iituation, which at once ftamps them the 
companion of man, formed to be the partner 
of his cares, a relief to his woes, and the 
fopport and comfort of his old age. Conti¬ 
nue then by your condud to deferve that ad¬ 
miration fo defcrvcdly your due, and to fup- 
port that charader which places you fo dif- 
tingiiiflicdly above all your fex, whether in 
the foreign Courts of Europe, the fcquef. 
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fercil apartments of Eaftem monarchs, or tfic 
more humble walks of middling life, where- 
cvcr it is found. 

Our guide, who rcqueftcd to accompanjr 
IIS to Aleppo, appeared at half pa ft fix 
O'clock with the fame number of horfes as 
before, for which the bargain was fettled at 
fifty piaftres; the baggage wtis loaded and 
every thing in readinefs a little after feven 
o'clock* Our hoft advifed us to walk to 
the ourikirts of the town, in order to avoid 
the like in fill ts we had before met with 
amongft the Turks. Near to the tomb 
of the Prophet, and in Paleftine, w'hcre 
Chriftians fcldom refort, they are interdided 
from appearing on horfcback, or from wear- 
ing green, the fa\^ouritc colour of Maliomet; 
but in commercial cities riding on horfcback 
is generally permitted. This recommenda¬ 
tion we moft willingly complied with, but, 
after all, we did not entirely efcape the ma¬ 
lice of the people f the boys, as wc pafled the 
ftreets, called us by the vileft epithets, nor 
could the protedlion or interpofition of tlic 
Armenian agent who accompanied us prevent 
it. It was not till eight o'clock that we took 
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leave of our conductor, and raounted our 
horfcs to proceed on our journey. 

Tile city of Antiocli at difFferent times 
fuffered feverdy from the rage of bigotry 
and fuperftition, infeparably attached to the 
zealots of the 12th and 13th centuries, when 
the fpirit of enUiulialm, roufed by dciigning 
prlcfls, induced the powers of Europe to at¬ 
tempt .the redudion of Syria and the Holy 
X^and. The remembrance of tlie hardlhips 
and cruelties impoled at this penod have 
been handed down from father to fon, from 
generation to generation, ami this deep-rooted 
unalterable prejudice has 

“ Grown wiih tlieir growth, 

« And l}renghteii«d with thejr Jlrength." 

At this diiy its cfFeds arc vifible* Nothing 
- but a free intercourfe with European nati¬ 
ons can wear out the venom of detcftatlon in 
which they hold us ‘ little addidcd to trade, 
proud, revengeful, and villanous to noto¬ 
riety, there is little chance of alteration whilfl 
the government remains in the hands of the 
Turhs, and where lucli latitude js given to 
plunder and depredation. 
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After tome n’nie, palling along the remains 
of an old caufe^'l■ay', we cjinttcd the ancient 
boundaries of Antioch, through a mafi}''gate¬ 
way, builr of hewn flonc, ftill pretty entire, 
and with the Lake on our left, began to move 
along the foot of fome riling ground w'hich 
lay on our right hand. 

Adieu to Antioch, the former rclidenceof 
monarchs, on whofc nod depended the fate 
of millions: the feat of learning and po- 
Iltcncfs, famous from the firft ages of the 
Chriftian a;ra for the licentious fpirit of its 
inhabitants, the efFeminac)* of their naanners, 
their guilt and turbulence. 

The Syrians of the capital, naturally 
indolent and dilTolurc, were enervated witli 
excefs of plcafure, and whilft they tailed 
the delicious poifon, their minds were 
llrongly tindtured with the fpirit of feJltion, 
Ever dilTatisficd with their fituition, fre¬ 
quently has the rod of chaliifement been pre¬ 
pared for the people of Antioch, andthejuil 
wrath of the Emperor Theodofius had doom¬ 
ed the city to be degraded from the capital to 
a fubordinate village, deprived of its reve¬ 
nues and its privileges, had not the more 
temperate mcafures of I Icllibutus and Cefa- 
V^OL. I, O rius 
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rius prcvailcti on tlic Emperor to grant a fred 
and a general pardon, 

Whilft 1 traced the ancient boundary of the 
city^ flill marked by a ftrong wall, winding 
to the top of a high and rocky mountain, 1 
could not omit to bewail the fatal end of all 
iiunaan grandeur, and the fad reverfe of pomp, 
pride, anti ollen ration, Antioch, the gay eft 
city of the earth, the birth-place of the fo- 
phift Libanius, the reiidencc of Julian and of 
Empire, now dwindled, to an inconfiderablc 
town, inhabited by an illiberal fet of rnt:n» 
whole unlettered and barbarous minds tri¬ 
umph over the fpiritot learning and genius. 
The eloquence of St. John was here unrival¬ 
led, and Antioch has produced the ahJeft and 
beft writers of the firft ages of Chriftianity, 
As we contimted to afeend the riling 
ground above Antioch, \vc were met by a 
party ot Tuf kilh cavalry, proceeding again ft 
tlie rebel Paclia of Pay as. This detachment 
appeared well clothed and armed, and to¬ 
lerably mounted, 1 hey were led by an offi¬ 
cer, who came gently along fmOking his 
pipe on horfeback. We accollcd him 
in the Eartern ftyle, wiiich he politely re¬ 
turned. One of his foldiers oblerving fomc 
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coltl meat in a baiket, requefted the leg of a 
fowl, which 'vas immcdjatcly given to him. 

I always found the Turkilli foUiers open 
in their comm tin i cat ions, gencTous in their 
difpofition, and free from the vulgar and eii- 
thuliaflic preiudiecs common to their religion. 
Our travelling companions, the Janizaries, 
already Liken notice of, daily iii\ ited us to 
partake of their bread and fruit. In return, 
our wine and meat was to them a grateful 
prefent, and I found hofpitality, good hu¬ 
mour, and complacency, blended in men 
trained to the profeihon of arms, and inha¬ 
biting a country wlierc the mild manners 
of cultivated fociety had been exchanged for 
the ferocious bigotry of fanatic Mahomedans 
and the Scythian manners of the predatory 
Turcoman. 

Riding llow'ly on in front of our Itttk ca¬ 
ravan, my mind infeniibly reverted to the 
former flourilhing ftatc of Syria. I fancied 
delightful lituations, once the abode of great- 
nefs and power, and figured on either hand 
palaces and temples, groves and fountains. 
I was at once t ran (ported from a negicdled 
country to tlie faired prov'ince of the Eaftem 
hemifphcrc. My reverie was interrupted by 
' O 2 the 
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the appearance of a rapid ftream, where it 
was neceflaiy to halt for the caravan. On 
the oppofitc Jide Hood a fmall village, inha¬ 
bited by people whoft decent occupition was 
to cultivate the ground, and whofc fimple 
manners imprefTed the idea of primitive ages, 
yet were they not without their afflictions* 
The liardy Turcomans frequently occupied 
the banks of the river and plundered the 
Aleppo caravans, whilH they obliged the 
neighbouring villages to fupply themfelves ^ 
and their hortes with wdiatever they Hood in 
need. 

The country had as yet afforded but little 
appearance of cultivation: here and there" 
the hufflandman attended his plough, whi Iff 
large herds of fheep and catrle roamed over 
a grateful and luxuriant foil, capable of pro¬ 
ducing every thing that nature could require 
or even delicacy demand. 

On the arrival of our party, f was happy 
to recogniic the benign countenance of our 
venerable friend who fo cordially received 
us at AntiocJi, He was mounted on a Hrong 
little horfe, and was attended by a fervant, who 
on anotlicr rode behind him. On ids fcrvimt's 
back was Hung his niafler’s carbine, and he 
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carric^I in Iris Jiuml a Tixkifii fcymeter: 
the olil man IiaJ his girJle provided with a 
handfome pii>ol j at his wrift liung a tmfty 
fword, the companion, of his youth, and now 
the pride of his old age. In a barbarous and 
ill-reguiatcd country it is necefliiry for men 
to arm and colleil again ft the depredator and 
afTalTtn, and we now found our caravan con- 
/iderably augmented fince our quitting the fea 
coaft. The principle of felf-defence is im¬ 
planted not only in the human but in the 
animal creation i inflindl fupplics the want 
of rcafon in the brutes, and teaches them to 
look for fafety either in their courage, their 
cunning, the fwiftnefs of their foot, or in a 
colic died body. The great Author of our 
being has wifely allotted to all his creation 
whatever is moft aptly fuitod to the temper, 
or heft adapted to the welfare of his crea¬ 
tures ; whether the haughty and imperious 
man, who boldly affumes the fuperiority of 
the world, or the creeping infedt, whofe 
tranfitory exiftence endurcth but a few days. 

Tranfported to the oppofite fide of the 
river in an auk ward boat, my aged friend and 
1 flowly approached a delightful country, 
which prefented itfelf at the difiance of a 
O 3 few 
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lew miles; the frelils had been recently co¬ 
vered wjthgraift, whihUhe olive tree afforded 
a plentiful han’dVi the cot ton-bu Hi appeared 
in high vigour and great abundance. To 
me this fpot was. of afI I had yet fecn or 
aftenvards faw, the paradife of Syria : in- 
dullry appeared evidently the caufe of fo 
much regularity, and ol the beauty difplayed 
on the face of the countn'. The quantity of 
game which vve obferveil, particularly par¬ 
tridges, befpoke the labour of the hulband- 
man: abundance feemed to reward the pea- 
fant for liis toil, and nature appeared arrayed 
in fmiles. A drizzling min accompanied us 
to Salkcnd, the principal village of the dif- 
trita:, wliither our guide had galloped on to 
provide lodgings for the night. 

The unhappy date of the country, and the 
flill more wretched ftatc of TurkiJh policy, 
obliges the Syrians to live together m confi- 
derable numbers, and to choofc fituations in- 
accellible to cavalry, in order to prevent as 
much as pofllble the incur lions of the Curds, 
who make frequent vilits to the plains of 
Syria, 

On our approaching the village, our atten¬ 
tion was attracted 1^ the appearance of many 
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wtil-ciilt t vated gardens: P! en rnppea red to 
have fixed her abode in tliis fpot, and I for 
a moment forgot that i was in the land of 
tyranny and, oppretTion, 

Afcending the height oh w'hich the village 
flood, we were met by onr guide, who con¬ 
ducted us to a houfe he had provided for our 
reception. 

The upper part was allotted for our reft- 
dence t it confifted of a long hall \vith a fire¬ 
place at one end i it had recently ferved as 
the granary of the family. Being cleaned, 
out, and mats fpread, a good fire ivas pre¬ 
pared to dry our clothes, and orders given 
for a plentiful meal. It ivas now three 
o’clock, and we had tafted little fince our 
leaving Antioch. 

Wc were vifitedby the family, which con- 
fifted of an old man and his wife, their fon 
and daughter-in-law, an aged grand-mother, 
and fevenil young children. 

It has often been remarked, that the foft 
effeminacy of the Syrians difpoJed them to a 
free indulgence of a pafTinn fo happily de- 
feribed as the mo ft amiable weaknefs of hu¬ 
man nature: born in a delightful climate and 
a prolific foil, which without the aid of labo- 
O 4 rious 
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rious fervitudc gratified the wifhes and fup- 
pUed the wants of the inhabitants, it is no 
wonder that the Syrians incline their thoughts 
to love; their extreme levity was dcfcribcd 
in lively colours by many with whom I con- 
verfed, and 1 truJl that the caution with 
which 1 received the information, and my 
own want of credulity, wilJ^ in adding my 
teftimony, be fufHcient to engage the confi¬ 
dence of my readers when I fpcak of the 
Syrians as they are: 

'* Nothing estenuatt, or fei cIotvei aught in malkc/' 

It is hardly to be believed that in a coun- 
tr\'' which has any pretenfion's to the man¬ 
ners and cufloms of the prefent age, or even 
to the feelings of mankind, that the natives 
\yould readily connive or even confent to 
give up their wives and daughters to the em¬ 
braces of a Granger; and I Jliould be forrv 
of myfelf to flamp dilgrace, or to affix a 
character on a people, were it not efiablifhed 
from my own knowledge, and confirmed by 

the moll unequivocal authorities *. In this 

* 

• Vide Camphetrs Journey over-land, page 
part 111, And PbiilccE, who irivdkd m lymeptioiis 
iIle: r^n:c: thiiigp 
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fad: all travellers agree, both in the prefent 
day, as well as thofe of former times. 
But indeed this circumflancc is not confinwl 
folely to the Syriajis: it is the pradicc 
amongft difterent Indian tribes, and alfo in 
Lapland, where it isfaid, that, to mend the 
breed, for the Laplanders are extremely ngly, 
the hulband makes an offer of his wile to a 
handfome ftranger. 

The extreme affability of the old ladies, 
whofe faiadous complexions were but badly 
fupported by their age, difgufting red hair, 
and their indecent freedoms, was to me 
a matter of furprife. At fupper we were 
joined by the children and wife of the young 
man: flic was iiandfome and engaging, 
and it was not paradoxical that my compa¬ 
nion was rather llruck witli her appearance. 
Our attention to her children, to whom wc 
gave fome different European coins, might 
poffibly have excited her avarice: be that as 
it will, (he enjoyed the banquet till it was 
time to retire to rcA. 

We had been abundantly fupplied with 
eggs, milk, fowl, and kid, which, w'ithout 
our wine, afforded a tolerable repaft. The 
bath was now prepared, and my companion 
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rcnred lo the grtatcfl: luxury in the EaJlem 
world. The batl) tn this village is far fu- 
perior to the confequcnce of the place, and 
befpeaks better times,, My friend’s ablutions 
continued till after midnight, when he retired 
to prepare for the fatigues of the enfuing day. 

We enjoyed tolerable repofe till five 
o’clock the next morning, when it was time 
to arrange and to prepare ourfcives for tha 
journey. As I have already mentioned, the 
cxpcnct of lodging is a piartre for each per- 
fon, to which we added a fmall prefent for 
the neceffaries the family had afforded us. 
The poor people were Wghly pleafed, and I 
iKlicve had reafon to regret our departure. 

At half part feven we mounted our horfesj 
levcral of the villagers came out of their 
hoiifes to have a fight of Europeans in the 
drefs of their country: they particularly ad¬ 
mired our Englilh fire-arms, and it is not 
here improper to remark, that the natives 
are troubkfome to a great degree in handling 
every thing of this nature; the loweft of 
them will, without ceremony, attempt to 
take from your girdle your piftol, fpy-glafs, 
or whatever may attradt his notice. In this 
curiofity they no doubt Ihculd be checked. 

1 have 
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I have been told of fome of thefc fellows 
making no fcrople of taking advantage which 
polTeiHon gave theiTif and running off with 
the prize. There is a different condud to 
be obfervfd to the better kind of people, who 
will politely afk, and who ftiould not be rc- 
fufed. 

In all nations there is a wide diftinc- 
tion in point of manners between the inha- 
bitants of towns and thofe of the country, 
and in none more than in Syria. 

The farmers and peafants are mild, cour¬ 
teous, and primitive in their manners, affa¬ 
ble to ftrangers, and difpofed to oblige j 
whilrt thofe wlio have a more familiar ac¬ 
quaintance with the world from inhabiting 
large towns and attending caravans are proud, 
prefumptuous, infolent, and licentious; and 
1 diould advife all travellers to avoid any ap¬ 
pearance of freedom or intiniacy with peo¬ 
ple of this defeription. The lead familiarity 
admits their raking liberties, wdiich only 
ferve to chagrin and difguft you with the 
journey. 

We commenced this day's march by ai- 
cending a hilly road which continued for 
fcveral miles, and terminated in the bofom 

of 
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of foine rugged mountains, where we couM 
perceive fonic Jlgns of cultivation; preJently 
the report of a piflol was heard, and at the 
fame time our caravan was ordered to halt: 
this detention proceeded from a poll efta^ 
bliihed here. It is in fad! a cuflom-houle, 
where a toll is paid on all merchandize and 
by alt paJTcngers, at the rate of fo much on 
each load, whether it be that of a camel, 
horfc, or afs. Here the territory of another 
Pacha commences, and who impofes this 
tax as a fund for protcdling the traveller and 
his property from the depredations of free¬ 
booters i but I am forr}'' to fay it is more a 
pretext to obtain money, than with a view 
to the protcdlion of trade. 

TJie fum exadted from us for ourfelves 
and baggage amounted to two chequins, 

I unded^ood from our guide that much more 
had been demanded, and it was not without 
fome contention that we were permitted to 
depart fo ealily. The calc cannot be otlicr- 
wife where fo much room is left for extor¬ 
tion and fraud, and where tyranny and op- 
prelTion arc fubftituted for regularity and 
good order. 

The mountain we had now to afeend ap¬ 
peared 
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pcarcd rugged and uneven, and it was v.ltli 
Ibme difficulty tliat our horfes kept thdr 
footing, the guides being in many places 
under the neceffity of leading them by the 
bridle. Having got to the bottom, we tra- 
verfed a barren plain, and entering a defile, 
rvere conducted to a delightful and wcll-citl- 
tivated fpot. It feemed cncompafTed as lar 
as the eye could reach by little hills, and ap¬ 
peared fetjueftered and retired from the un¬ 
cultivated waftc ivhich we had pafled. 'I'hc 
inhabitants were very bufily employed in til¬ 
ling the ground: the foil was the riclicfi: I 
ever (aw, and mouldered in the fame way as 
the fineftgarden ground in Enr£n>c. At the 
furtlicr end of tlie valley we palled through 
the little village of Arminaz, furroumlcd 
with neat fields and gardens, abounding wiih 
fig and other fruit trees: this pk-afing prol- 
pedt continued but a fhort time. Tt was now 
a little paft one oVlock, and the warmeft 
day wc had experienced in Syria, wdien we 
again immerfed into another inhofpitable 
and dcfolatc track. The hand of opprclBon 
had here ufurped its obdurate reign; the tor- 
fa ken villages befpokc the tyranny of the 
government, and fheh was the flatc of uni- 

verfal 
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Vcrfai decay on many of them, that it ap. 
pcared as if the inhabitants with one con- 
icnf and on one day had agreed to leave a 
dwelling they could no longer pol?efs with 
eale or fafetyj to quit the monuments of 
their fiithers, and to feek new habitations 
in more diflant dimes, where they could 
enjoy undifturbed the fcaniy pittance denied 
them by the wretched policy and unjull ex¬ 
tortion of the unfeeling Turks. As far as 
the fight could fervcT not a human creature 
was , to be feen; a continued plain only 
bounded by the horizon and the difmal prof- 
ped of the fcattered and deferted villages, 
afforded to the mind but few agreeable or 
lively images. Moving quickly on to quit 
the dreary and uncomfortable feene, wc 
overtook a fmall caravan guared by fome 
*lurk]fh Ibldiers. Thofc merry fellows 
feemed defirous to pleafe us, and to fiiew' 
their dexterity, fliot fevcral fmalt birds with 
fiiigle ball, at the didance of feventy or 
eighty yards, Thefe they prclcnted to us, 
and willingly and thankfully received a few 
parahs in return: they were armed with 
match-locks, but clothed in no regular or 
uniform manner. 
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Mark Maffereen now prefented itfclf as 
the firll inhabited villapje wc had for a long 
time feen* At three P. M. we entered this 
place, where it was intended we fhonld re- 
frefh ourfelves for fomc hours. ^Vc were 
condutlcd to a tolerable good houfe, and re¬ 
ceived by a decent man both in appearance 
and deportment: he was at great pains to 
make our lodgings dean and agreeable. Tire 
apartment allotted us confiftcd of a long hall, 
on the floor of which plenty of new mats 
and fome Turkey carpets were fpread : a 
wood fire was lighted in tl^e comer, and 
preparations made for a good dinner. In 
the interim, our friends, theTurkilli foldiers, 
Who occupied the adjoining room, invited 
ns to partake of an exceeding fine water 
melon; being fcated in a circular fonn 
on the carpet, the melon was produced and 
equally divided by the afliftance of a feyme- 
tcr, which ferved inftcad of a knife, Wc in 
return regaled thofepoor fellows w ith a cou¬ 
ple of bottles of indifferent claret, with 
which they retired contentedly to fleep till 
after fun-let, when they intended to make 
their principal and indeed only meal. The 
mutual civilities interchanged by theft* peo¬ 
ple 
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pie ana us was particularly plcafingj they 
Were m point of appcai'ancc In tiieir drelsy 
their horfes, and arms* of fiiporbr rank to 
that of a common janizarv, and their wliole 
manner bclpokc more refinement than could 
poffibly be expeded from an illiterate foJ- 
dier. We could readily rely on tlieir flip- 
port, and it added much to our fccurity and 
comfort in travelling, having the company 
of people fo well inclined towards us as tlity 
on every occiiion ap|jeajcd to 

Wc were given to underftand the caravan 
wc met would fet out at eleven o’clock at 
night; it tvas therefore necellarj' to make the 
mod of our time. This being the lad dage 
to Aleppo, is particularly dangerous, and is 
generally performed in tlie niglit, to prevent 
an attack. The Turcoman retires in the even¬ 
ing to his fcqucllered camp hid in fomc ob- 
fcitre valley, where he may pafs the night in 
fafety with his family, to whole care it has 
been entruded during Ills abrence, and It is 
a known fact that thtfe encampments Jiavc 
been gallantly defended againlt the Pacha's 
troops, by the valour of the ’W'tjnnen only. 

It cannot be contradlded that the ftmde 
breaft is capable of the greateft ads of 1 k> 

Toifin 
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roifni and bravery. The exiftence of Ama¬ 
zons has been equally doubted and aiTerted 
by writers of antiquity t and even in more 
modem times the veracity of Columbus, the 
difeoverer of America, lias been called in 
queftion, when he affirms, that in the ifland 
of Guadaloupe he found a nation of female 
warriors, who obUinately and refolutely de¬ 
fended them lei ves againil the embraces and 
the horrible propenfitles of the cannibal 
Caribbs, and who only, at ftated periods, 
allowed and fought intercoufes with men. 
We liave, in our time, been witnefles of An¬ 
gular adts of determination and courage in 
women, of which tlie French revolution is a 
lively and ftriking example. ForgetfiJ of 
the delicacy of their fex, they affumed the 
habits of man: they worked the artiller)^ 
and charged at the head of the cavalry, w'hile 
others fought on foot, under the bellies of 
the Auilrian horles, fearlefs eitlier of th(i 
fabre or of being trodden to death. Where- 
cver the faculties of the mind are moll zea- 
loufly and forcibly intcrefted, in revolutions, 
confpiracy, or love, in all thofe cafes forti¬ 
tude is to be found in the female lex, equal, 
VoL. 1. P 
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if not fapcrioFt to what is dlfcovcrabfe i» 
man. Among^l others maf be inftanced 
the two fillers who fought in the battle of 
Gemmappe, in the capacity of aides-de-camp 
to GeoeraJ Dumouricr. Thofe female war¬ 
riors were llrongly recommended by tliat 
General to the Prefident of the National 
(.Convention, and to theMiniflcr of War, for 
their heroilm and bravery. The Commif- 
ffoners to tlve Army of the North report them 
in the following words:—** Above all, we 
“ muff infonn the Aflembly, that we faw in 
'= the camp two fillers, Mifs FcHalas and 
'* Mifs Thcophila Fernic, who had dif- 
*' dngulilted themfelves in fevemi fkir- 
“ miihcs, and had adtions with the enemy ; 

iijid who, in, addition to a manly courage, 
" difplayed, in iin eminent degree, the molf 
'* amiable virtues of tlicir own fex^ — >mild- 
'■ nefs, fweetnefii of difpofition, and mo- 
“■ defiy," 1 am alraid fo much cannot be 
fhid for all the ladies who devote themfelves 
to a camp life, and who partake voluntarily 
in the hardlhips of war. 

Strange it is that thefe daring free-booters 
ihould be permitted to infeft the vicinity of 

a city 
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a city like Aleppo, and to approach within 
half a mile of the walls which cnclofe above 
lixty thoufand iiihabitants, including a regu¬ 
lar military force. 

After dinner Mr. Blackader and myfeif 
took a walk in the town. Kot yet having 
quitted the European drefs, wc were regarded 
very attentively by the people of tlic place. 
Their impertinent curioiity became almolh 
infiipportable, and we were glad to retire, 
without being much benefited by our excur- 
lion, to enjoy a few hours repofe previous to 
our departure. 

This town is entirely open, and con fills of 
a, few' tolerable houfes, and about two hun¬ 
dred very bad ones. The place contains 
a pretty good hitmmum, and appears to be 
ufed principally as a halting-place for the 
caravans bound to and from Aleppo, 

We were called a little paA eleven o^clock, 
and by twelve w^e were ready to proceed. 
The morning was remarkably cold; the 
tnoon was getting up when wc commenced 
our march. Mutual confidence in each 
other made us regardlefs of danger, and vve 
proceeded on without apprehenfion or dread. 

Pa As 
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As our party ad’k'anced towards Aleppo tlfe 
weather became more unpleatimt j thick and 
heavy clouds obfeured the moori; the air be¬ 
came dampand raw, added to themoft piercing 
cold that f had for a long^ time experienced. 
Finding it impui?ible to remain on horfe- 
back, I dirmounted to warm myfelf with 
walking, I continued on foot at a fmart 
pace till day-break, when a wild expanTc of 
uncultivated and barren waftc prefented it- 
felf to view. The countiy was level, ajid 
almoft etitirely covered with linaJl ftones. 
'I'hc Turkifli foldiers had for the whole 
niglit been coidtant in their attentions, and 
even took off their warm cloaks to fhelter k>s 
from the cold. Towards morning a chain 
of lights, moving almoft in a parallel di- 
redion, attradeJ our notice; it proved to be 
Uie Hadge from Mecca returning to Aleppo: 
they were to the number of fomc thoufands, 
as we were afterw'ards informed. 

Not a houle nor a tree was now to be 
fccn. About a quarter before nine the 
ground appeared to fwell gently to the 
eaft, which at laft terminated in a fmali 
eminence in our front. One of the foldiers 

pointing 
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pointing to ihc fpot, acquainted us, that 
from it Aleppo was to be feen. Anxious to 
get a fight of the capital of Syria, I rode 
briikly on, accompanied by our Janizaries. 
How great was my aftonilhment to behold, 
at the diftance of three or four miles, a mag- 
'nifictnt city, riling majcftically from*tlie 
bofom of a defart. Its ancient caftle, raifed 
on an artificial eminence In the centre of the 
city, tvhich it feems proudly to command, 
had a wonderful effc&- Its turrets, mina¬ 
rets, and domes, varioufly interfperfed with 
the flat and terraced roofs of the houfes, 
added to its maflj' gate and elevated walls of 
hewn ftone, gave it grandeur and dignity. 
The fentiments of the niind at firft fight are 
formed by the profpcdis which it contem¬ 
plates. Aleppo, piiU'cd in a fruitful coun¬ 
try, W’ould not create the wonder and amaze¬ 
ment with which wre regard it in the midft 
of its arid plains. The fimne feelings that I 
experienced when beholding the city of Ve¬ 
nice from an elevation of three hundred feet, 
in the mill of her ocean, now operated on 
my mind, and the want of furrounding oh- 
jedls afforded no comparifon to diminifit fo 
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rtriking a light; an object confid^rably iiw 
creafed and heightened from its burfHnt' 
upon you at once, and where gradual ap¬ 
proach does not prepare the mind to form 
conjcdurcs on its importance. 

We reached the gates of Aleppo at eleven 
o’clock, where we tvcrc met by the country 
mufic, who conftantly attend tg w'elcome the 
arrival of every caravan. Near to the gate 
a lervant of theConful’s mounted on a hand- 
iomc Arab horfe delivered me a letter. This 
perfon had been difpatched by him to con- 
diiCt us to the confulajy houlc, where v,'t 
arrived in half an hour. 

Devezin, who adled in the charadter 
of Conful for Great Britain, received us \t'ith 
great politenefs. After fatisfying him on the 
fubjedl of European politics and news, he 
was particularly inquifitive as to what we 
had learned regarding the fate of Captain 
Fowlis, and the mcafiires taken by the Porte 
to fnpprefs the tyrannical proceedings of the 
Pacha of PSayas, We "readily undertook to 
give him our information by the following 
letter* which he forwarded to Sir Robert 
Ainflic 
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*• MICKA.EL DEVXZrN> ESCti 
Codful w liis BritMxnic Majeftyt Aleppo* 

“ S1R» 

Having called upon us for information 
refpefting the proceedings now carmng on 
again ft the Pacha of Pay as, we 'will very 
w'illingly afford you, in your public capacity, 
every infomiation that fell witliin our know¬ 
ledge at Scantlaroon, or during our journey 
from thence to this place- 

“ On our ariival at Scandaroon, the 27 th of 
]aft month, we were informed, that in con- 
fequence of reprefentaticins made by you to 
Sir Robert Ainflie, and by him to the Otto¬ 
man Porte, on account of the capture and 
detention of Captain Fo'W'Us, as well as (he 
Pacha's recent conduct to the pilgrims, or¬ 
ders had been lately fent to a neighbouring 
Pacha to collect the force of the country, 
and immediately to attack the Pacha of 
Fayas, to feize him and his adherents, and 
to fend him prifoner to Conftantinople, In 
confcqueitce of thefe orders, liis town was 
inixfted by an army of fifteen thou land men, 
between whom and the Pacha's people fc- 

vcral ikirmilhcs liad taken place. Wc ob- 
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fenced the lignals from the camp, and met 
with feveraj detachments proceeding to join 
the army. In a few days after our leaving 
Scandaroon a vigorous attack was expeded j 
and from the poJltivc orders of the Porte, 
there is every rcafon to hope that the Pacha 
of Payas ivill be foon fecured, at leaft if the 
large force oppofed to him pertbrm their 
duty. Not many days previous to our arri¬ 
val, the Pacha flopped and plundered a cara¬ 
van of three hundred pilgrims,- and it is faid, 
that he has eredlcd four poles jn the front of 
his houfc, in order to hang certain principal 
men he expedted foon to have in His poflef- 
fion. 


Wc were fony to learn that Captain 
FowlJs and Jus people attempted an efcape, 
which might, in fome degree, have exafpe- 
rated the Pacha, and impeded hts enlarge¬ 
ment. In this attempt he was hred upon by 
the ftntry, and retaken. We can add no« 
thing farther on this unpleafant fubjedt i but 
beg ,to remain. 


*$ 
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Vour moR obedient humble fervants, 
(Signed) “ jouK tavloh. 


Al>AM BLACKADEBL.' 
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We continued at Aleppo from the 4 th of 
December to the t 5 tb, all this time being 
fpent in procuring a guard, and preparing to 
crofs the Dcfart. Wc lived with the Conful, 
and as foon as pofilble appeared abroad in 
the Turkilh habit. The weather was very 
cold, and wc w'ere glad to be w^rapt in fur 
from head to foot. Wc vidted and were vi- 
fited by the French Conful, and mofl of the 
European inhabitants, and on the ivholc had 
no reafon to be diflatisfied with either the ci- 
vilitj'', fociality, or mode of living at Aieppo- 
I attended the baths, and enjoyed much be¬ 
nefit and gratification from this clean and 
falutaiy cullom. They are large and elegant, 
and reforted to by all ranks of people. 

The city of Aleppo, or Haleb, as it is now 
called by the Turks, w^as the Bera;a of the 
ancients, and fituated in latitude 35 . 45 . 
23 . N. and longitude 3 ^, 20 . E. The mag¬ 
nificence of Aleppo, as you approach it from 
the Dcfart, ftrikcs the traveller with aftontihr 
mcm; but on entering the gates you find 
the flreets narrow, dark, and dirty. The 
mofiiues and principal houles are built of a 
kind of marblej they are fuperb, and for 
ftrength and durability they are equal, if not 
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fupcrior» to any buildings in the empire o/ 
the furks. The baths are partjcularJy de¬ 
fer ving oiir attention j for elegance and ac¬ 
commodation they are not outdone by any 
in the vvorld. The caHie too, w hich nibs 
from the centre of the city, and aiTumes a 
pre-eminence over the furrounding build- 
ings» claims our notice. AJthmrgh a place 
of neither fecurity nor defence, facing much 
gone to decay, it nei'crthclcfs gives an air 
of great noblenefs and grandeur to Aleppo. 
The inimbitants have been varioufly com- 
puted; but in the countries which are inha¬ 
bited by the 'I’urks and Arabs, all calculation 
is fallacious. The plague, war. or famine, 
alternately depopulate the richeft and beft in¬ 
habited places. Aleppo has been laid to con¬ 
tain 24O,cx30, people, but at this moment I 
do not imagine that 70.000 arc to be found ; 
of tfieli: 8000 may be Clmlbans and 3oooJctt s " 
The young men of Aleppo arc ftiong and well 
built, and the women, when young, arc re¬ 
markably bandfome, though rather too much 
on the en Jon point, cfpecially their necks, 
which in Ionic young women arc of a pro¬ 
digious /izc. They are in general disfigured 
by the difeale of Aleppo, which is an ende- 
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mia! difordcr of this place only. It comes 
like a fmall pimple^ and its approach is dif- 
covered by a (liarp itching. It increafes 
and inflames coniiderably, till it becomes an 
ulcer the iizeof half a crown. The diforder 
lafts twelve months, and moftly firies on the 
hands and face, where it leaves a deep brown 
mark, svhich through lile is never effiiced. 
Strangers are fubjedt to this complaint, and 
few efcape it, provided they make any ftay 
at Aleppo. It is faid to originate in the had 
qualities of the water, in the fame manner as 
we aferibe the wonn in the leg in India to a 
fimilar caufc, and alfo the fwelled leg of 
Cochin*, The inhabitants of this city are 
refpedlabic, and decent in their manners, and, 
more civil to Europeans than any city or town 
fubjed to the Turks. This reflnement princi¬ 
pally arifes out of the fpirit of commerce, and 
f bc intcrcourfc with other countries, particu¬ 
larly with India. The inhabitants of Bulfon 
and Aleppo, who have more frequent opportu¬ 
nities for obfcrvalion, and more immediate 

* Altnoft every third perfou ihit you meet in The 
ftreets of Cochin have ibcir legs ajiU fo*-l fiTclied to 2 
molt immoderate fixe, thought to ojiginstc from the 
bad water In that neighbouihooJ, 
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connection with that country, are a poltlhed 
people in comparifon with thofc who inha¬ 
bit the frontier towTis of Turkey, or thofc of 
India or PakHinc; fo much does com¬ 
merce meliorate and improve the mariners, 
and cien the difpoCtions, of thole nations 
who feck for new fources of opulence and 
power in the habits of perfevemnee and in- 
The capitation paid by the CJinf- 
tians amounts to fix hundred purfes: but 
this revenue muft be fiibjedl to great fluCtu- 
ation, cfpcciully in thofc times when the 
plague fweep^ away fo many thoufmds of 
the inhabitants. This diftemper is reckoned 
to vifit Aleppo every ten or tw elve years. 

The city and dillriCl of Aleppo is go, 
vemed by a Pacha, nominated by the Porte; 
but in reality it may be called an independent 
goicrnment, as little or no dependence can 
be put on him. During the late war with 
-Ruflia. the quota of troops to be fumiflied 
by Akppo was fix thoufand men, but it 
was with the grcatcil difficulty that the Pa¬ 
cha Could prevail on a few of that number 
to fet out for the army. They did fo Avhh 
great iinwillingnefs, but very loon returned, 
curfingthe Turks, and williing the deftme- 
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tion of their empire. The diftant depen. 
dcncies of Conflantioopic do not feel any 
.part of the impulle or of that energy which 
connetfls and cements an empire: they may 
be compared to the ramilications of the ba- 
nyati-iree, which do not depend on the pa¬ 
rent flock, but take root from the branches, 
and at Jaft may be feparated and flouriili of 
tliemfelves. In fadl, the intcrefts of the 
Porte and thofe of the Eaftem provinces are 
totally diflimilar, and one day or other this 
oppofition will aflift to accelerate her down¬ 
fall. The military force of the Pacha is veij' 
inconfiderablc, and they feldomgo far beyond 
the walls of the city* The Arabs arc entirely 
independent of the 'I’urkifh governmenr, and 
they behold it with an eye of contempt and 
difregard: they allow the Turks only the 
Ihadovvof power, whilft the fubftance is en¬ 
joyed by ihcmfelves. 

The trade of the Levant has been rapidly 
declining fince the difeovery of the palTage 
to India by the Cape of Good Hope ; for¬ 
merly there was upvrards of forty Englilh 
merchants fettled in Aleppo: but I much doubt 
the prefent exigence of two houfes of refpcc- 
tability of our nation at that place, in the 
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>\:ir 1700, M. Dcvcssin, the Englifh ConfiiJ, 
inforraeJ me, “ That the Levant Company, 
“ on taking the fcaJe or commercial fliuation 
of Aleppo into confitleration, came to a re- 
“ folutlou of abantlouing it, as the trade 
thereof ivas by no means adc^juatc to the 
expcricc of fupporting a ?ro-ConaiJ and 
haclory any longer.” That gentleman 
perfectly agreed that the trade could not 
liillaiii lb heavy an expmec as the eftab- 
lilhincnt occalioiicd, nor that the allowance 
was fiiliicicnt for him without trade, not 
even including that paid by the EaA-India 
Company, The nth of AprO, jjgi, was 
fixed by the Levant Company for hb de¬ 
parture : lince which time we have had no 
regularly-appointed Confui at Aleppo. 

VVhen the fituation of Aleppo is conii- 
dcred, we arc flnick with aftonifliment at its 
Jola ol trade: — ^no place can be better adapted 
for commerce, and, independent of every oh- 
ftrudion, were a regular and well-appointed 
government ellablilhcd, it would again draw 
to its centre a very great proportion of its 
fonner abundance. In point of inland trade, 
I)y caravans, it Hands unrivalled j Armenia, 
Georgia, Natolia, and the great cities of 
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Diarbckir, Bagdad and Damafciis: Pcriia 
and Egypt may i>e conEdercd in the range of 
its commerce* The ports of Scandaroon 
and Larachea on the Mediterranean open a 
fpcedy conveyance to the fliores of Europe i 
bni diofc advantages are loft in a countty 
where property is unproteded, and where 
government have not the means to guarantee 
tire fafet}^ of eitlier the trader or of his mcr- 
chanJife. 

The proportion of other European fettlers 
is equally fmall with thofe of our own coun- 
tn': in fhort, the trade has dv/indlcd into the 
iitmofl: inlignificancc, and if a change does 
not fpcediiy take place, it muft^end in the 
total deftruaion not only of Aleppo, but of 
ever}'^ place in Arabia dependent on the Turk- 
illi Empire. The environs of Aleppo exhi¬ 
bit a pidlurc diftrcfhng to the eye, and equally 
hurtful to humanity t out of forty large vil¬ 
lages that formerly furrounded the city, not 
one is left now inhabited: tlie ruins are to be 
feen, and it 'ivill require the power of ages to 
obliterate their remembrance, Thehoufes arc 
compofed of ftrong clay mixed with gravel, 
beat together with heavy mallets; the roof 
of each apartment is feparate, and being of a 
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conical form, they appear like nnmberlefs 
bee-liivcs of a Jargc di men lion. 

Aleppo is remarkable for the goodnefs of 
the mutton and other viands; filh is pro¬ 
curable from the Orontes and the Lake of 
Antioch ; eels are in particular to be had in 
great plenty : they are lalted, and are much 
eaten by the natives; vegetables and fruit are 
like wife abundatvt; among the latter are 
grapes, mulberries, figs, Piflachio nuts, pears, 
plums, peaches and walnuts. Their water 
is brought from the dilbmcc of five miles, 
and is extremely good; but the water pro¬ 
curable ill the city is bad and very brackifh. 
There does not exift a doubt of the advan¬ 
tages which might be derived from the local 
and relative fituation of Aleppo. It is capa¬ 
ble of high improvement, ajtd even the foil 
immediately in the vicinity is rich and luxu¬ 
riant. On the weftern fide it is watered by 
the little river Coig, which, tliough a fmall 
ftreani, is never totally dried up. The 
grain principally prcxluced in this neghbour- 
hood is wlieat and barley j the firft is indige¬ 
nous to the foil of Syria, from whence it has 
been tranfplantcd into the climates of Europe, 
Nature iierc produces, but with us art and 

induJlry 
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induin’ improve. Let us not therefore ar¬ 
raign the juftice of Providence; for if it 
plants in one foil, we reap the fame article in 
another, and the genial influence of Heaven 
extends in different degrees throughout the 
univerfd globe. 

As I have already ohferved, the firft coup 
d’oeil of Aleppo is admirable. The buildings 
being all of ftone, and the houfes not being 
burdened ivitli heavy clumfy roofs, gives the 
whole an air of inconceivable ncatnefs. The 
roofs of the houfes are all flat, and terraced 
with hard cement; from each houfe there 
is a communication with the terrace above, 
by which the inhabitants of whole ftreets 
enjoy-the fociety of each other, efpecially in 
the cool pleafam evenings, without the trouble 
of going into the ftreets* As the Chnftian 
European inhabitants have a quarter allotted 
to themfclves, it is particularly ferviceable to 
them, efpecially during the time when the 
plague and other epidemical difeafes rage in 
Aleppo, They makeit amleon tiiofe occaflons 
to (hut their gates, and never to ftir abroad, 
but they enjoy fociety, air, and cxercife from 
the tops of their houfes. The food neccflaiy 
for the ufc of their families is drawn up in a 
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batket and carefully fumigated and purified 
before it is made ufc of. 

Wc hired a caravan at Aleppo exprefaly for 
ourfelves, for which we paid befides the 
outfit above 4000 plafires, Wc were al¬ 
lowed fixtecii camels for our raits^ baggage, 
and water, beiidcs thofe ufed to tranfport 
ourfelves. The number of our guard amount¬ 
ed to forty Arabs well armed., with match¬ 
locks and fey meters, commanded by a Sheick. 
We provided ourfelves with cold fowls, wine, 
fpirits and potted meat, and on the Defart we 
found plenty of hares, and now and then pro¬ 
cured iliccp, goata and fowls, from the little 
villages we met with on the way. The moft 
ufua! way in wliich Europeans travel in crofT- 
ing the Defart is on horfcback, or in the Mo- 
hafia. The Mohaflli is nothinji more titan 
two boxes about nve feet long, flung over the 
back of a camel, with a canopy thrown over 
to fhelter you from the fun, which is rup-^ 
ported by alhort tent-pole, fixed on the camel's 
laddie ; by which means, a camel carries tw'o 
people. Provided ’with thelp and other ne- 
cefiary articles, we took leave of Aleppo on 
•the afiemooit of the 1 jth of December 1789, 

and 
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and marched one hour, or throe miles, from 
it, when we encamped for the night. 

On the 16th, at eight o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing, \vc quitted the neighbourhood of Aleppo, 
and at five in the afternoon a^ived at Shake- 
Abdulla, where we found feveral wells of 
water j our road was over a barren and Itonjr 
country^; our courfe this day S. E. by S, 

17th. The caravan fet off at feven A* M. 
and arrived at ^ebcll at lialf paft fix. We 
faw feveral parties of horfemen at a confi- 
derable diftance, moving in various direc¬ 
tions on the Defart. Courfe S, 

18th. We quitted this ground at half palt 
fix A. M. and at one o’clock arrived at 
Zeigiih, ^courfe S- S. E.) where we found a 
tank filled with water and furrounded with 
high grafs. The water was frozen at leal't 
three inches thick, and it was not until we had 
broken the ice with large hanimcrs that we 
could procure water to drink. From this 
tank wc filled our Ikins, and took as much 
w ater os to laft us four days. Amongft ilie 


long grafs we difeovered a drove of wild 
hogs; after a long purfuit we were fo un¬ 
lucky as to return without fuccefs. At three 
0^2 o’clock. 
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o^clock, every thing being atljufted, we moved 
on, and at fix P. M. encamped on the De- 
fart. Courfe S. E. 

igth. We marched at feven A, M. and 
at half pnft two came to a place named alfo 
Zergah; here again we faw many wild hogs 
and plenty of horles. The Jerboa, or rat of 
the Defart, is alfo verj' plentiful in this place: 
they arecxtremely Iby and difficult to befhot 
from the quicknefs with which they get 
under ground on perceiving the flaih of a 
gvin. I law here a Hyena, but could not 
get near enough to get a fhot at him. He 
ivas extremely lliy and timid, Notwithftand- 
ing the dreadful accounts given of the fero- 
cioufiicfs of this animal, it is far frombeing 
the aifc, and to me. who have feen many, 
they appear entirely otherwife. The coun- 
txy fiill very barren and little vegetation. 
Courfe S. E. by S. 

20 th. Marched at feven A. M. and ar¬ 
rived at Tinyatyrc at feven P. M. This 
day wc law iome comitrymen with aSes, 
cutting grafs, which made me fuppofe that 
we were in the neighbourhood of a village. 
The gmfs was Jong and coarfe, and grew in 
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ik'tithed tufts in a loofc fandy foil. Courft 
S. E. 

2 ift» I-^ft Tinyatyre at fevcn A. M. and 
arrived at Coma at tour. Here we found 
a warm fprinjj of water. Its temperature 
w’as moilcrately hot, and it appeared to ns 
much reforted to, for we fiw fcveral horfe- 
men, and the marks of different encamp¬ 
ments, with numberlefs foot paths crofling 
ihe Defart in all direiflions. Here the Sheick 
informed ns, that we were not far from Tayba, 
r a large town or village. During this day’s 
march ho pointed out to us a fniall white 
building, w hich he acquainted us was within 
a few miles of Tayba. Having met witli a 
defeription of this place by an old trivcllcr, 
I fiiall here t.ake the liberty of infcrtlng it, 
as the place is little known, and not much fre¬ 
quented. Courfe S, E. 

Captain Roberts, who crofTed the Defart 
aboVC hal f a cent u ry ago , t n a Ic ttcr 0 f his t o M r. 
FlaiRed, fays, he faav ’iveli-\vroiight capitals 
of the Corinthian order, without naming the 
place, which made him imagine he had meant 
Palmyra i but his Arab fervant, who travelled 
with !um, aflured him that he came tite fame 
track with him over the Dcfart ; that he vi- 
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fitcd this place, and took a drawing of fome 
parts of it with a pencil; add to this, that 
Palmyra lies fixty miles S, W. of this place. 
Tayba is a walled town, feated on a rifing 
ground, and makes a tolerable appearance 
when you come within a proper dlftance. 

The Englifh merchants, who were here in 
i 6 gi f obferved the profpedt was helped by 
a well-built fteeple, to which the Mahome¬ 
tans had joined a mofque, fuppofed to he the 
remains of a Chrdlian church, bccaufc it was 
built with more art and beauty than is gene¬ 
rally to be met with in Turkifh fabrics. The 
people that inhabited this town Teemed to be 
more civilized, and of better faihion, than 
they had hitherto met with in the Defart; 
but it is now defolate, and the houfes in rums; 
the gateway is arched, and very flrong, with 
marks of its having been cannonaded, Juil at 
theentrance is an infcrjptionon a wall, the cha- 
radters of which Capt, Roberts did not under- 
Rand, though they might probably be Palmy- 
reeni for Dr, Bernard affirms, he met with fome 
of that kind lyhen he vifitcd this place. The 
moll remarkable building which he faw w'as 
a fquarc tower,wEtch doubtlefs was the Ree- 
pie above-mentioned; it is built of hewn 
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ftonc, and is pretty entire, only the upper 
pare is out of repair t there are one hundred 
and fifty-five fteps on the infide to go up to 
the'top of it, and adjoming thereto are the 
ruins of a cliapel, but the parts whiclt are 
left arc not fu fliclcnt to give a juft idea of its 
dimenfions or architecture i however, there is 
part of a room yet landing, whofe dinien- 
lions may be about as large as a bed-cham¬ 
ber, and in it are two Corinthian capitals, 
one of which is very badly wrought, but the 
other feems to be pretty well executed, and 
may probably give rife to the encomiums of 
Captain Roberts. Mr. Plaided fays, that he 
fhould have been very particular in meafuring 
all its members, if the Sheick, who now pre¬ 
tended to have a great regard for him, had not 
fent to acquaint him that he was in danger from 
fome concealed Arabs, How ever, he obfer\ed 
that the Triglypts, which bend backwards in 
our modern capitals, and Hand upright, ky fiat 
in this, and leaned on one fide. The Hone or 
akbafter of which it was made feemed to be a 
very fine lort; but the other, and three or 
four fhafts or columns, were only of free- 
llone. There were two ilrafts of pillars fixed 
in the W’all, which had the appearance of 
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marble, about four feet long, and eleven 
inches I'n diameter, but they were without 
bafes and capitals; over thefe was an arch 
turned with the fame fort of bricks of which 
the reft of the building is conftruded. 

Two miles to the weft ward of Tayba there 
are high hills, on which ftands a building 
R-fcmbling a chapel, and nearer the town is 
a noble quarry of white tranfparcnt alabafter, 
of which the capital above-mentioned was 
moll probably made. This place and the 
adjacent couiitiy gave Mr. PlaifteJ more plea- 
furethan any thing he had met with ftnee he 
left Buftbra. 

22d. \^e marched from this hummum at 
fc\en A. M. and got to Lachadamie at four 
P. M. This day we pafted near to the re¬ 
mains of a fmall caftlc in the Gotliic ftylc. 
The name of this place, wc were informed, 
ftgnified in Arabic, the Brother’s Buildings, 
CourfeS. E. halfE. 

2^<X, Left Lachadamie a little before 
feven, and arrived at Lachadicr at half pall 
three o’clock, A great plenty of hares. 

24th. Left Eachadier at half pall lix, and 

arrived at Jupp Chanum at lix P. M. We 
found^hcrc two Avells of brackifti water, ex- 
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tremdy decpj and cutout of the rockp with 
a border of mafonry round the Infide. This 
place, we undeHland, is called by the Arabs, 
the Slieep's Well j and although the country 
round is extremely barren, in former times it 
might have afforded paflures to numerous 
Hocks. Procured feverai hares from the Arabs 
at a trifling rate. Courfe S, E. by E, 

25th, Marched from Jupp Chanum at 
eight A. M. after liaving drawn water from 
the wells, and at four o*clock in the after¬ 
noon we arrived at a fpot on the Defart, very 
naked, and marked by nothing extraordinary, 
excepting a few ranges of low hills. Courfe 
S, E. 

afith. Our caravan moved this morning 
at half part fix. We found the country truly 
barren, not a blade of grafs for the camels ; 
the Arabs were confequcntly obliged to feed 
them with barley cakes. We pal fed a few 
barren hills, and fome beds of rivers enrtrcly 
dry, and faw but few hares in the couric of 
the day. Some teal flew pafl, Tliis place 
is called by the Arabs Manic. Courfe S. E. 
by E. 

ayth. Left Matiie at half pafl five A. M. 
and arrived at Ghura Laflaliye, qr other- 

wife 
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wi/c Gour Alaflaf, ten minutes before four 
o'clock. The country much the fame as 
yeilcrdaj''. PaiTcd a ver)' deep well, but 
with little water, Courfe S. E, by S. 

28th. At feven A. M, quitted this en¬ 
campment, having" experienced a very rainy 
night and morning. We travelled over a 
country barren, rocky, and uneven. PafleJ 
a didiciilt defile, ’where we found very bad 
footing for the camels. We arrived atShack- 
abujamus at four P. M. not a flirub to be 
ieen, excepting fome little vegetation in the , 
bed of a dry river, Courle S, S. E,- 

29th. Left Shackabujamvis at half paft 
fix A. M, and at Aqoilack Horan,(or other- 
wife AugIat-ijI-Horraiin.][ CouHc S. S. E. 
half E, At half part four P, M. encamped, 
in the channel of a river, much frequented, 
where there arc many wells of good water. 
This day's march through a very defart coun- 
rry,neither fhrubs, hares, nor birds to be feen. 
Sent out men to reconnoitre, and to bring in¬ 
telligence. The country is exceedingly bar¬ 
ren, being hard gravel and fmall Hones. All 
travellers agree, that thefe wells colledt great 
numbers of a bird common in Syria, fome- 
thing refembling a partridge, cfpecially in 

the 
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the hot feafon. Wc f:nv none, but the caufc 
is evident ; the plenty of water all over the 
Dcfart at tliis feafon affords thefe birds the 
means of fatisfying thdr thirft, 

30th. Wc quitted Aquilack Horan at 
feven A.M. and at two arrived at a deep 
ravine, where we halted. Here we were laid 
to be four days journey from Hillah, and 
two hours journey' from Cubelfa. Coiirfc 
B. S. E. This village lies in the direa road 
from Aleppo to Bagdad, and has long been 
fatuous as the refort ot thieves i from its ge¬ 
neral bad name, it is better entirely to avoid 
it, unlefs your caravan is particularly llrong. 
As our route led clofe pail CubelTa, and the 
Shcick having received intelligence that the 
way was clear, he refolved to take the lliort"* 
eft road. To-day we faw feveral hares and 
oftriches, and found their eggs lying on the 
ground, expofed on a Hoping bank facing 
the caft to be hatched by the influence of 
the fun. During the morning and evening 
it was very rainy, and we tound plenty of 
excellent rain water Handing in the rocks- 
and cavities. "I’hc Dcfart which wc pafled. 
W‘as very barren, the foil gravel, inter- 

fnixed with Hones, We could'not per¬ 
ceive 
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cejvc a finglc fiirub, excepting a few in the 
channels o± diy beds of rivers* where they 
rind moifture. In fituations of this kind 
the caravans are halted, and the camels al¬ 
lowed to graze for a lliort time. 

,31 ri. At half an hour paft rix this morn¬ 
ing the camtls were loaded, and we conti¬ 
nued our ro Lite through a rionj- countrj^'m- 
termixed with fome few bulhes. At nine 
o’clock we pafTcd the village of Cubcllh, dif- 
tant about two miles. This village is fix¬ 
ated in a grove of date trees, iind appears to 
conlill of n parcel of miferabk huts, and the 
country round is extremely barren i ne- 
venhelefs we Ikw a feiv deer and fome 
hares. At half palf three wc arrived at our 
ground, and encamped on a green Ipot, beinrr 
t^hc bed of a rivukt. Here we found no 
fpnng, but our caniels were refrefhed from 
feveral popis of landing water that we 
palled during this day’s march j although not 
rit for ufe, flill it proved very- feradcoable to 
the thirrty camels. I'his place is called by 

the Arabs Mahommaddie, or Mohammedy. 

In us neighbourhood the herbs and ve¬ 
getation evinced an appearance of Ipring* 
and yielded a fine aromatic fniell. '1 o-duy 

a camel. 
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a camel, being unable to procceJ, our Slieick 
would willingly have killed it, in order to 
diftribute its fleilv amongft his people; 
but at the lame time he dillikcd the delay, 
and turned the animal loofe on the Dc- 
lart, 1 cannot help obferving, that it is very 
probable -that water might be cafily procured 
for the camels by digging to fomc depth m 
the bottoms of the channels, f was lorry 
that wc had no implements to make t!ie ex¬ 
periment ; a circumftance which Ihould not 
be ncgleCleti by future travellers, Courfe 
S. E. by E. 

January ift, tygo. This morning, at ten 
minutes pall li-V, we moved forward, and a± 
two o’clock came to feveral fprmgs ot mi¬ 
neral water, ftrongly impregnated with ful- 
phur. We halted here to let our camels 
drink. Thofe creatures had no objedlion to 
theimfavoury taftc,but tome it was deteftable. 
The fprings are named Bredaun, or Ul-Bur- 
daun. After halting about a q^uarter of an 
hour, w'c continued our match over a dry 
barren foil, and at twenty-five minutes paft 
four we encamped for the night. To this 
encampment the Arabs had no name. Be¬ 
fore wc approached the fprings of L'l-Bur- 
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daun, we faw fcvtral large wiJd ducks, and 
a great number of teal fitting on the water: 
they took flight, and continued Iiovering 
round during our flay. This place appears to 
be much reforted to, I'hereare I’e^'cral graves 
upon a fmall rifing ground, clofe by the 
water, and one miferablc hovel, which merely 
affords a traveller flicker from the fun: it ivas 
occupied by a few Arabs of a very Angular 
appearance, whofe hiflory I could not learn. 
They appeared fomething in the flyle of the 
Indian Faquiers, and I took them to be wan¬ 
dering mendicants, or Santons. They had 
no arms, and did not afk us for any tiling, 
but were dvU and inofienfivc. Our courfe to 
Burdaun was S, E. by S, and to our encamp¬ 
ment S. E. 

2d. We were ready to march this morning 
at five minutes pafl fix. At tvvelve pafTcd the 
bed of W'hat muff be in certain fcafons a large 
flream; and at one o^cIock, at a confiderable 
diftancc, wc perceived the village of Shittat, 
Here a naked Arab informed the Sheick of a 
large body of thieves being in the neighbour¬ 
hood, and IhortJy after it was imagined that 
feven or eight horfemen had been feen, 

1 hefe circumftances determined our chief to 

change 
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tbange his route. The caravan was ordered 
to take a foutherly dire< 5 tion, and we con¬ 
tinued moving in a direci: line, totally out of 
the road, till twenty-five minutes pall two, 
when we halted at a place called Auchallj» 
This movement was diredtly fouth; our 
fituation entirely concealed us from view, and 
there was no polfibility of being difeovered 
by an enemy, until they came clofe on the 
brink of the precipices that furrounded us on 
all fides to the height of twenty or tw-ent)-- 
live feet, From this lurking place a mefien- 
ger was difpatched to g^in the necefl'ary in¬ 
formation, and in the mean-time every pre¬ 
caution was taken: no perfon was permitted 
to afeend the height befides a fentry, who 
was ordered to fit down behind a rock to 
give the alarm in cafe of the approach of an 
enemy. Firing w’as forbid in the camp, 
and the arms put in proper order, reloaded, 
and primed. 

gd. The camels were ready at half paft 
five this morning. Our meflenger had or¬ 
ders toi join us on the march he came at the 
time appointed, and gave us the pleafing in¬ 
formation, that the fuppofed thieves proved a 
caravan of merchants of nearly three hun- 
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(Jred camels; that they had purchafed a quan¬ 
tity of dates at Shittat, for which the village 
is famotis, and intended difpofingof them at 
Aleppo and Daniafcus. The Sheick now 
turned towards Shirtat, after wc had rewarded 
the meflengcr with a few piaflrcs. He was. 
contrary to my idea of a fpy, tolerably well 
dreifed in fear let, and arnicd with an exceed¬ 
ing good match-lock, two piilols, and a fey- 
nictcr, and appeared more an object to be pil¬ 
laged, than a perfon fent to procure inform¬ 
ation, and to pafs unobferved. At eleven 
o’clock we arrived in the neighbourhood of 
the date trees, which envelope the village of 
Sbittat, where we pitched our tents. From 
the profped: of a dreary defart, you are at “ 
once aflonifhed with the appearance of an 
extenfise grove, not Icfs than four to five 
miles in extent j no cultivation of any kind 
appeared beyond its limits; and it would feem 
that the inhabitants had detennitK'd to content 
thcmfelves within the circumference of this in- 
fulated fpot. Our lit nation was on the banks 
of the di}' bed of a river, a mile and a half 
diftant from the Ikirts of the grove. The 
bottom afforded us excellent water, and in 
great plenty ; the moiflurc occaftoned a plen¬ 
tiful 
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tiful I’lipply of grafs^ on which the horfes 
and camels fed moft luxurioufly. About 
half an houi after our arrival the Shdek 
fent a mcllage, acquainting us of his dif- 
patching a party to Shittat for a fupply of 
provifions, and wifliing to know what we 
wanted from thence. One of our camel- 
men oflercd to provide us in fowls, milk, 
and eggs, which were the only neceflaries 
wc required: he returned late in the even¬ 
ing with a few^ good fowls, but he faid 
neither eggs nor milk were procureable i but 
in order to lay out all the money he was 
entmfted with, he purchafed a fmaJl quan¬ 
tity of very fine dates. The Arabs make 
you pay on the Defart half a piaftre for a 
fowl, and from four to five for a Iheep: thefc 
prices appear high, more cfpecially where 
money is fo valuable. Our guards had, 
fomc days previous to our arrival here, treated 
us with a war dance, in which their colours 
were placed in the centre of the company, 
who formed a ring w'ith their fwords drawn. 
They danced in a circle, and fung at the 
time an Arabic fong, accompanied by many 
odd jeftures, according as the fubjedt varied. 
This having been done out of compliment 
VoL.I. R to 
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to US, it was neccdary to return their civi- 
Jity, which wc did by a prefent of twenty 
plaiires, and regaled the w'hole party wiili 
their favourite food — barley bread, and the 
beft dates the village afforded, an equal divi- 
iion being ferved to each nian. Their own 
fupply ivas brought Into camp on alTcs, an 
animal verv ufcful and common on the De- 

-a 

fart, and conliffed of a very fmall portion of 
tobacco, dates, barley, flour, and rancid but¬ 
ter for tiieir camels. The butter they maice 
up in balls, and feed tliem ^vLth more or lefs 
according to the plenty or fcarcity of vege¬ 
tation on the fpot wlierc they encamp. To¬ 
day was given up to the cxerclfe of the 
match-lock, at which the Arabs are ex¬ 
tremely expert. We appropriated feme fpare 
.arms, which we had purcliafcd at Venice, as 
a reward for the beft markfmati, and in 
tltree different trials the Sheick, not with the 
appearance of ftridt juftice, carried off the 
prizes, being two pair of piftols and a gun. 
The mark was a flat ft one placed on end, at 
the diftance of one hundred and fifty yards, 
not mucii larger than a common plate. This 
they felJotn milTed ; and it is remarkable 
with what rapture an Arab kifted a very 

handfomc 
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Imudfome fowling piece, merely bccaufe he 
hit the mark with what to him was a no¬ 
velty, never having before ufed any thing 
but a match-lock. Courfe S. E. by E. 

^th. The camels bei ng .loaded , at half paft 
hx this morning we fet forward over a bar¬ 
ren Hat dclart. We crolTcd the bed of a 
river, and at eleven A. M. we palTed to our 
left the ruins of a fmali fquare fort, dillant 
about half a mile, which the Arabs called 
UJa Kayder. Courfe S. S. E, At half pali 
til tee the Shcick thought proper to halt in 
a veiy wild fituatjon, with little vegeta¬ 
tion near us ro refrelh our camels, and to 
which the Arabs had no name. This even¬ 
ing It began to rain with great violence; for 
our fecurity in the night, we were very atten¬ 
tive to have the tent pins and weather ropes 
well fecured before dark. Courfe S. £. 
by E. 

^th. All night the rain continued without 
intcrmiflion, and notwithftandtng our care, 
we could not avoid being wet;, however, 
we made the heft of our fituation, and as the 
morning had fornc* appearance of fair wea¬ 
ther, about half pall nine o^cIock w*e were 
ready to fet out: our hopes were fqon ended 
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by repcMei] heavy Ihowers, which obliged 
us to haJt. At half pall twelve the rain was 
now kcconipanicil by thunder and lightnings 
iiifomuch that the camels turned from the 
ftomi, dnd obftinately refufed to move for¬ 
ward. The camels never pcrfeverc in the 
face of a ftorms but immediately turn.their 
backs to it; they arc much injured from 
wet weather, which, if it is of long continu¬ 
ance, generally ends ttt the dcflruclion of 
numbeni of them, Owmg to the bad wea¬ 
ther laft night and this morning. One of the 
camels was unable to proceol ; it was there¬ 
fore put to death, and divided amongft the 
Arabs, who feafted on'it with great delight. 
Their cookery is plain, and truly hmple. A 
hole made in the ground, which, after being 
wdl heated and filled with burning embers, 
ierves to receive the raw meat, which the)’* 
keep turning till fufhcicntly roafted : they 
are at little trouble in preparing for this ope¬ 
ration i their hares, &c. arc never rttinned, 
the fire burns the hair off the wool; and they 
are fond of their meat roailed to a cinder. 
Their naftinefs in the eyes of Eitropeans b 
much again If them. They make no fcruple 
of eating the flelli of carfleb which has 

been 
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been tied to their fuddles, and even fit ten on 
for days togctlicr. The Arabs are the reverfe 
of cleanly: and we cannot fad to remark, that 
as civilization induces indullry, indudiy, in 
like manner, pron^otes cleanllnefs and deco¬ 
rum. The nice and delicate feelings of the 
human mind are not developed till the age of 
barbarifm is paft, and that the community 
begin to experience the neceffity and comfort 
of accommodating, individually, to thole 
habits which pure nature docs not incul¬ 
cate. Should we fe4arch for an illullration 
of this fadt, and where mankind is (fill in 
its moft uncultivated Hate, wc lhall find it 
on the late voyage of La Peroufc- Speak¬ 
ing of the Indians in tltc country around 
Port Francois, bctw'cen the 57th and 59th 
degrees of north latitude, on the north-well 
coaft of America, he lays, Their cabins 
“ pofiefs a naflinefs and ileneb, to which the 
“ den of no known animal in the world can 
** properly be compared. They never re- 
“ move thtml’clvcs more than two Heps for 
‘'the performance of any necelTaty occalion, 
“ in wluch they feck neither for Ihadc nor 
'* privacy, as if they had not an inftant to 
“ lofe } and when this happens during a 
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meal, they take their place again, from 
** which they ne^-er were at A greater diilance 
** than five or fix feet. The wooden veflcis 
" in tvhich they cook their fifli are never 
*' waihed i they ferve them for kettle, difii, 
“ and plate,” The fame account of thofe 
Indians is given by Captain Nixon in his 
voyage, ** The infide of their dwellings 
** exhibits a coniplete pidlure of dirt and 
*• filth, indolence and lazincfs. In one cor- 
“ Her arc thrown the hones and remaining 
" fragments of vidluals left at their meals; 

in another are heaps of fifh, pieces of 
“ ftinking flcih, greefe, oiI," &c. TheKam- 
fchatchadalcs, the Siberians, and the Ha- 
bridcatis, inhabit nearly the fame degrees 
of north latitude ; and it is to he feared 
tliat they arc but little more cleanly than 
thofe we have deferibed. The Arabs, al¬ 
though not quite fo difagreeabie and filthy, 
arc, however, extremely dirty, In their 
garments they are fiovenly to a great de¬ 
gree, and they do not hefitatc to eat the 
fiefh of cvci}^ animal, let it be what it may, 
and whether it has died of difeale or by 
accident, or whether it has been killed ac¬ 
cording to the inftitutes of their religion, ■ 

The 
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The Sbetck was under the ncccflity ot 
feeding the camels with barley flour, made 
into balls, as there was very little to be 
picked up on the Deiart. Our efcort ap¬ 
peared fomew’hat chagrined, from their being 
expo fed to the weather, which, from the 
want of tents in the caravan, was unavoid¬ 
able. 

6 th. The weather all laft night proved 
extremely rainy. Our tent having but two 
clothes in the top, we experienced great 
inconvenience from the livct i to lemeily 
which, as well as we could, tlic Moliaffas 
were brought infide to lie in; they proved 
very uncomfortable from being fo (hortj for 
my part, I was feized with a violent cramp 
in my legs, from the contradiion which 
they occafloncd, but they ferved the ufeful 
purpofe of keeping us dry. At eight o'clock 
the weather was fomething better. At nearly 
eleven the caravan moved, and wc could per¬ 
ceive, at a great diftance, the Tomb of Ally, 
called by the .^rabs Mefhed Ally. At one 
o’clock were much about abreaft of it, 
which was now dtflant four or five miles to 
our left, k is aflcrtcd, tliat the dome of the 
great moftjuc is covered with pure gold. It is 
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not for me to determine the point; the Arabs 
Kill have it to be the cafe, and it is cer¬ 
tainly fplendid from a diflance; but gilded 
copper would have a fimilar effedl. This 
building is a particular protege of the faith¬ 
ful, and held iaejod by all ranks and defertp- 
tions of people. In point of iiiuation or or- 
namentfthe fucceffor of Mahomet has little 
befide his canopy to boa'll of. The counti>^ 
round is llony and barren, with neither birds, 
nor harcs,nor vegetation. Webegantoexpert- 
ence the weather con(idcrably warmer, which 
in fome degree made amends for the broken 
ground we this day palTed over; added to 
which, the damp ocGilioned by the heavy 
rains made travelling much agalnll the camels. 
Near to Melted Ally there appears the bed 
of a confiderabie river, though, I am told, in 
the hot fcafon the inhabitants, who are but 
few and poor, are much dillrefred from the 
want of water, and are obliged to bring it 
from a dillance. At half pall three the ca¬ 
ravans halted at Wadcr-a-Hami. Our Arabs 
ventured to-day to fly their hawks: unluckily 
for tile poor fellows, one of them made off, 
and although he W'^as followed a conlidenble 
dillance, neither the lure nor imprecations 
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cou \6 prevail on liitn to return. The Arabs 
are expert in this art* and of which they are 
extremely fond, 

yth. The weather proved bad In the night, 
and prevutted our marching rill ten minutes 
before feven. The country we pail'ed over 
afforded little verdure; but wc iound three 
fmall Itreams, occatloned by tlic late rains. 
At five P. M- the caravans halted at a place 
called Anafeyd, clofe by a ftream, where the 
ground was exceedingly barren, being a mix¬ 
ture of fand, gravel, and ftones, and not a 
ihrub to be feen. A little diftancc in front 
we could perceive feven or eight men on the 
plain; the Arabs faid they were people from 
the mountains not far diftant. Within three 
miles of our rear we favv diflindlly a ruined 
village, called Alataly, Our Sheick in¬ 
formed us, that formerly it xvas con fide mb le, 
but that the inhabitants were obliged to leave 
it from its being the re fort of all the thieves 
in the country, and who made no fcruple of 
taking whatever provifions they were in want 
of; and that they continued this violence to 
fuch a degree, that the oppreffed people were 
glad to look out for quieter and more iecure 
habitations. Courfe E. by S, 
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8 tl\. We l)t‘gan our miirci) this morning, 
at a qvuirter before feven, and continued our 
route over a barren and dreary country, in¬ 
ter! perfed with tbme bullies of lavcntfer and 
thyme. At ten o'clock we came in fight of ■ 
a fpirc, which we %vcrc informed ferved as a 
mark to a fountain of excellent water named 
Eyn-iil-Cyan, During this day's journey the 
Shelck was alarnieti by the appearance of a 
caravan at fomc diftance; he difmounted from 
bis camel, and requefted ilic tife of my horfe 
and fpy-glafii to reconnoitre. For the fir ft 
time I rode a camel, and in my opinion, with 
a proper faddle, it is a very eligible mode of 
travel ling, and preferable to the Mohaffa, 
When the Sheick returned he Informed us, 
that the caravan confifted of fome hundred 
afTcs loaded with *fak. We could perceive 
fmoke in many different directions, but at a 
great diftance i not a hare was to be feen 
this day, ^ At half paft four o'clock we ar¬ 
rived at a place to which the Arabs had no 
name, Cuurfe S, E. 

9(h* Marched fifteen minutes paft fix, and 
arrived at Bcllmarice, by fome called Em- 
dichtd, on the banks of the Shat-nl-.Atcban, 
at five minutes paft four. The river is con- 
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fiiierablc, but I am informed it is dried up part 
of the year .* its caurfe is marked by (horn- 
,bidhes of a tolerable fize. Our camels dif- 
covered evident marks of fatigue, proceeding 
from our late bad weather. To-day we had 
fmart ihowers attended with a high wind: to 
mend the matter, there w^as no food for the 
poor animals, excepting a few dry buihes. 
We procured very few hares for fome days, 
which obliged us to have recourfe to our 
ftock. Courfe E. S. E. 

lOth, At twent)'' minutes before feven wc 
moved tow'ards the plains of Semawat,or Sa- 
mawa, and ar twenty minutes paft four we 
encamped w'ith the town of the fame name, 
bearing N. N.W, diftant about five miles. 
It appears pretty large and furrounded with 
walls, flanked by towers in the Eaftern ftyle 
of fortification. The Sheick told us it con¬ 
tained three hundred houfes. As we ap¬ 
proached the Euphrates, the. country dil‘- 
played more vegetation; the buflics appeared 
ftrong and healthy, but the foil cold and 
damp. Courfe E, by N, 

iith. We refumed our march at a quar¬ 
ter after fix, and at a quarter paft twelve 
halted at Omalhunta, op account of our ca¬ 
mels, 
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mch, the animals being mnch jadc<i. We 
leamt from five Dcrs’izes whom we fell in 
w'ith, that they had left BulTora five days be¬ 
fore. Thefc people travel without danger 
over all the Defart from village to village, and 
are fupported by the liberality of the Arabs: 
they are known a: a diftance by means of 
theii little homs, whkh they blow when they 
approach travellers: our people were won¬ 
derfully attentive to them, and beftowed 
their dates with a plentiful hand. At this 
place there is fine grafs for the canwls, the 
country abounding with many high bnjhes 
of different kinds: W'e were now difiant 
from the river Euphrates only about t^vo 
miles: its banks difeovered trees, and afforded 
a pleafant fight when compared to our late 
profpedts. At nine o'clock this morning 
we paffed a ruined mud fort on our left, called 
jeriab, and were joined hy a man from Se¬ 
rna wa. He arrived with fcarcc any clothes, 
from an apprehenfion, as we underftood, of 
meeting Arabs of a different tribe, and who 
never fail to plunder thofe not belonging to 
their own. He was happy to take the pro- 
tedion of our caravan, and our friendly 
guards fupplied him with provifions, ,To- 
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1%'s march we found water m abundance, 
having patted many large ftanding pools; it 
proved exceedingly good. During the night 
we lay here, a lion made its appearance in 
camp, to the great annoyance of the camels. 
The camels arc not picketed, but are made to 
lie down in a circular form with one leg tied: 
rhefe animals were fo alarmed, that they rofc 
almofi inftantaneoufly, and drew' up in regu¬ 
lar line to oppofe the invader. After a few 
Ibots were difdiargcd by the fentries, the lion 
thought proper to retire, I was awakened 
from a found lleep by the noife made by the 
camels, and i imagined that a body oi ca¬ 
valry had entered our encampment, I ran 
out, and was happy to find it was not tlie 
cafe. The Arabs are vigilant fentinels, aral 
always guard againft furprife, Courfe 
£. S. £. 

i2th. From Omalhunta our caravan 
moved at half pa ft fix; at ten o^clock we 
palled to our left the village of Tahir, fitu- 
ated on the bank of the river; at two, a 
fmall tomb, Eben Ally, was feen to our right. 
To-day's march lay over vaft plains, chiefly fait 
grouild; the line of the river was beautifully 
marked by the trees along its banks: the 

fmoke 


C 254 ) 

fmoke of mafty fires at night befpoke inha-* 
bitants. The plenty of ftandiiig water ren¬ 
dered our (kins of very little ufe to us. En- 
camped at twenty minutes to five at Shicamh; 
our courfc E. by S., E. S. E. and E, accord¬ 
ing to the courfe of the river, 

igth, Marclied this morning at twenty- 
five nil mites to feven, much gratified with 
die idea of being near the dwellings of man. 
On our firft outfet this morning we dlfco- 
vered many marks of fmall encampments 
and cattle, and at eight the firft horde of tra¬ 
velling Arabs prefented themlelvcs to our 
view; they appeared to the number of three 
hundred, and were drawn up in fmall bodies 
behind the banks which had been thrown up, 
with.their colours in their front; wo could 
alfo perceive others marching in regular or¬ 
der : their arms confified of fpears of about 
fix. feet in length: fome few had feymeters. 
On our nearer approach, their horfemcn, to 
the number of twelve or fifteen, advanced to 
reconnoitre, and after fome delay one of 
them rode towards- us flourilhing his fpear r 
he halted at the difiance of one hundred 
yards. The fighting men of our caravan were 
at this time regularly formed, headed by the 
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ShcSck, wItUthcir matches lighted, and ever)' 
way ready for a^flion. The baggage was in 
ilic rear and proteded by the armed fervants of 
the caravan. In this order we moved on, Mr. 
Blackader and myfclf, on the firft informa¬ 
tion, having defoended from our mohaffas and 
mounted our horfes. The Shcick feemed by no 
means anxious to avoid them. One of the horfe- 
mcn called out in the language of the coun- 
tf)', which difeovered them to be a tribe of 
BuITbra Arabs, under the Montefeic Shcick. 
We were foon joined by the reft of the horfe- 
men, w'ho accompanied us more than two 
miles. We were offered by thofe generous 
people, fheep, butter and milk ; but the 
Shcick told us our march would be long, and 
that we Hiould arrive at a village in the even¬ 
ing, the moft plentiful on the banks of the 
Euphrates: we therefore took leave, but cot 
without furveying diem with an attentive 
eye. The horfemcn were in appearance well 
clothed, mounted, and armed, with fedate 
and fen Able countenances. The foot were 
clothed with little cllebcfides a wrapper round 
tlic middle, and but few had turbans : their 
arms were tlic nifty lances before deferibed. 
Their tents, which appeared to belong only 

to 
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to the grandees, were black and tow. but re¬ 
markably wclJ pitched: they vv'ere made of a 
mixture of woo] and camel’s hair, fulfidcmly 
thick to be cool and to refill the rain. In 
the neighbourhood of tJsis encampment it 
appeared clearly that a confiderable track 
had been cultivated tail year, and had pro¬ 
duced grain: there were many ditches to con¬ 
vey ihe water from field to field: their flocks, 
tt^hich confified of cattle, Iheep. goats, a few 
horfes and camels, found there excellent paf- 
ture. and 1 fuppofe amounted to fome thou- 
fands. Wc continued over immenfc plains 
of pafture ground, but without a firgle bulh 
or any thing tliat could tie ufed as fire-wood, 
meeting many finaller bodies on our march* 
who took no riotice of us. Xhe firfl-menti- 
oned party was the advanced guard of the 
Montefcic Sheick, svhofe encampment was 
difeovered at five o’clock on the banks of the 
Euphrates : in thirty-five minutes afterw’ards 
wc arrived at the village of Shoogal-Shugh, 
where we pitched our tents at half a mile’s 
diftance from the Arab encampment. It was 
ncceflar)' for our Sheick to pay his refpeas 
to Sheick Ahinud, who is chief of the 
BulTbra Arabs, before he proceeded further. 

In 
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in merchant caravans he receives as a tribute 
a lliipukted fum from each camel carrying 
merchandize: he accordingly attended him 
after dark, and was defired to return in the 
morning, when a perfon would be fent to 
take an account of the trade in the caravan- 
Our Sheick reprefented that we were travel¬ 
lers, and not merchants, and as foldiers we 
had nothing but onr arms. The Montefeic 
infilled that fo numerous a caravan as ours 
mull have brought fomething in the way of 
trade. On Sheick Abdulla’s return, he in¬ 
formed us of the converfation, and requeued 
that we Hionld be firm in the rcfufal of pre- 
fents of any kind. The Sheick, he told us, 
would foon be convinced of the truth of 
what he told him, but tliat his principal fer- 
vants were extremely rapacious, and would, 
no doubt, be troublefome. It w'as exactly 
fo; for at ten o’clock next day our trunks 
were fcarchcd, and nothing in the form of 
merchandize being found, the officer and his 
party requeued a preient before they took leave. 
Our Sheick, by ffgns and nods, rcqucfted us 
to refufe i after fome time fpent in convincing 
them we had nothing worthy their acceptance, 
they departed. Our Arabs endeavoured to 
VoL. I. S imprefs 
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iinprds us with £in idea of the po^^er aod 
jefpedahiliiy of tbtf Great Sheick, who w'as 
attended, as they faid, by 20,000 men. His 
encampment extended .very irregularly along 
the bank of the river: it was tolerably ex- 
tendve, but had little depth ; niy cdculatloo 
of the number reduced them to about 3000 > 
however, I did not think proper to difpute 
tlie point. The courfe of the river during 
this day's march was neajrly E, by S. atid tliat 
♦>f our caravan E. S. E. Lafi night the wea¬ 
ther was exceedingly cold, and in the morn¬ 
ing, fro ft was perceivable on the ground: 
I have already remarked, that the climate for 
I’ome time lias been conliderably milder. 

14th. It was not dll twelve o'clock to-day 
that wchad permlllion to decamp. OurShcick 
made the ncceilary prefent to his Chief, con- 
iUHng of aliawk, tsvo pieces of broad-cloth* 
and twenty pair of Turkilh boots* of which 
all tlie Arabs arc very fond. He politely fent 
rf> Uo, wiiiung us a pleafam journey, and le- 
qucUlng we would fpare him fome European 
gunpowder: with this demand we complied 
with great clicerfulnefs, and in half an hour* 
every' thing being adjufted, we moved off, 
keeping nearly the courfe of the river* the 
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banks of wbich, to the diftance of ibmc 
mi lea inland, are covered with High reeds, and 
interfcited with water-courfes : thefe places 
abound with remarkably large wild Hogs» 
wholeflcfh has a moll agreeable flavour: the 
country is very flat, but aflbrding excellent 
pafturage: the villages appear to be fitu- 
ated immediately on the banks of the river, 
while the more dillant country abounds with 
hordes of Arabs w'kh iramenfe flocks j in 
particular, to-day we met one horde, who 
turned their foie attention to the rearing of 
camels: to the bell of my judgment they 
poflclled above 2000 of thefe ufcftil ani¬ 
mals, which are emphatically called, in the 
language of the Arabs, the Ship of the Defart j 
and Ihortly after we law a great number ot 
aflcs. The breed of horfcs appears to be much 
conflncd; every horde having only a few colts 
andbrood marcs i the horfcs are fold at the age 
of three years, when they are efteemed fit for 
backing; but no confideration will make an 
Arab part w'ith a mare: the breed is univer- 
fally known and every where highly efteemed. 
We encamped at five o^clock near the river, 
at a place called Dachaully: from this I 
wrote to Mr. Manefty, the Englilh Refidcnt 
s'2 at 
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at BufTorii, acquainting liini ol our approach* 
It is liere to be rcnwrketl, that the people on 
the river bear an exceedingly batl chara^er» 
being reputed treacherous, and thieves to a 
great degree: our Shcick therefore avoided 
I lie Euphrates at night, generally above two 
or three miles, 

15th. Marched tliis morning at twenty- 
fix minutes before feven, and as our courfe 
lay fo mew hat from the river, and not in the 
way of good water, it was found neceflary 
to depart nearly a quarter of a mile from the 
direct road to take water for two days from 
a fmaU water-courfe in the neiglibourhood of 
a pretty large horde, whofe tents \vere pitched 
by the fiream. We traverfed this day E. S, 
E, over fine plains, abounding with many of 
the wandering tribes and abundance of fheep,, 
cattle, camels and goats; at twenty-five mi¬ 
nutes to four P. M. our caravan halted at Le¬ 
gal ta. 

16th, At half part fix our caravan di¬ 
rected their courle E. by S. for Tome hours 
over a fine country ; for latterly we traverfed 
an exceeding bantn and defart plain, with 
Icarce the appearance of vegetation. Our 
journey to-day being very long, feveral of 
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our camels gave up with fatigue, and amongft 
the reft, that which carried my Mohaffa: 
this obliged an exchange to take place, hut 
without much lofs of time* At half paft 
feven o’clock we came to our ground at 
Quebda, much fatigued by fo long a march* 
It being quite dark, vve were put to a good 
deal of inconvenience and trouble in pitching 
the tents, and getting our equipage in tole¬ 
rable order j but we made Ihil't to regale our- 
Iclves with ftewed liare, and the lal’t bottle 
of wine in our poffeflion. Before coming 
to this village, my camel-keeper’s brother, 
who had been in a confumptivc ftate ever 
iince we left Aleppo, died. We wondered 
much at the abfence of the brother, who 
ufed to be alert, and nccclTary to us on our 
arrival at the ground; the poor fellow was 
bulled in paying the laft duty to a friend, 
for they ahvays appeared on the moft cordial 
terms. We underftood little ceremony was 
uled; a hole was dug in the ground, into 
which be w*as put without a requiem, 1 his 
W'as the firft perfon we had loft oiit of the 
caravan, Quebda is a deferred village, and 
now in ruins, w'ith a building that car- 
lies rhe appearance of a fort, though I rather 
S 3 imagine 
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imagine it was formerly a large mofque. 
Colonel Capper mentions there being water 
in the neighbourhood, but I judge it to be 
very bad, imec onr Sheick took the trouble 
of bringing it from two days back to this 
place. Our parly W'cnt to fleep with com¬ 
fort from our near approach to Zebeer and 
Budbra, and with the idea that our wander¬ 
ings were nearly at an end. 

17th, From the fatigue of yejlerday’s 
ntarcb, our Sheiek 4 id not move from Queb- 
da, notw'khRanding our impatience, until 
twenty minutes before feven. Our march to 
Zebcer, where we arrived at half pafl nine 
A. M . was indeed over the Pefart, and the 
Dcfart reaches to the very walls of Zc&ccr. 
The gates of this pJ^e arc fp low and nar¬ 
row, as not to admit the camels with bur¬ 
dens or Moliad'as j; we were confequenily 
obliged to difmount. Our baggage was 
taken oflT, and we repaired with a condudlor 
to the houfe of a conlidcrable perfon, whilfli 
our Shcick remained to give diredlions about 
the baggage and caravan, inw alkingtluough 
the village, the people fliewed a degree of 
curiofiiy, but mixed with refpedt and civi¬ 
lity- Our courfe to-day was diredtly eaft. 

1 coiild 
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I could not help remarking the e^itreme 
fenfibiJity of the people of this village. 
When-our cam vim approached within the dil- 
tanoc of three milc^, the colours of the tribe 
were difplayed, and the Arabs began to dif- 
charge their raatclvlocks ; almofl the whole 
men and children of Zebcer came running 
;v'ith the mofl evident and expreihvc marks 
of fatisfa£lion, to welcome the arrN'al of 
their relations and their friends. Never did 
1 behold more real and unaffeftetl joy* than 
in this inlkncc. To a fpe^ator, who had 
imbibed die common prejudices againll the 
wild Arabs, as they arc generallry termed, 
and we find many weak enough to do fo, 
it muft have proved a fight of equal plcafiirc 
and furprife, to behold, after the abrciiOe of 
only a few months, the moft afifeflionate and 
endearing embraces mutually exchanged,' ac¬ 
companied by the moft unfeigned demon- 
ftrations of tranfport and delight. From the 
Sheick to the camel-driver all difplayed the 
finery of Aleppo. They were clothed in 
their holiday fuits, the purchafe of their 
caxningSi nor were they forgetful of Zc- 
beer, each brought fotne trifle for his friend 
or miilrefs. On our arrival in the village 
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Vi-c were accommodated with a large liall, 
next to the woracn*s apartment. Coffee atiii 
pipes were ferved, and a breakfaft of eggs 
and barley bread laid on a mat before us. I 
again WTotc to Mr, Manefty for a convey¬ 
ance for our baggage, as the caravan camels 
could proceed no further than Zebcer. On 
account of Mrs. Taylor, I requcfled the Re- 
fident to do his endeavours to accommodate 
her in the mofl convenient manner which he 
could. After waiting with fome impatience 
till one o’clock, I determined to mount a 
horlc, and proceed on to BulTora, Having 
procured a horleman as a guide, I accord¬ 
ingly fet out at a little paff one o’clock. On 
the weft lide of BulTora the country^ carries 
fonie appearance of cultivation for about 
three miles, but not a tree or bulb was to be 
feen. About four miles from Zebeer I met 
a fervant on horfeback with a meflage, to 
acquaint me, thatt the country round having 
been recently under water, no carriage could 
poffibly llir out of BulTora, and that there¬ 
fore only horfcfi could be fent. They were 
by this time in light, accompanied by a very 
polite letter from Mr. Manefty, congratu¬ 
lating us on our arrival, and requefting our 
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femaimng with him at tiic faiftory during 
our ftay. This he mentioned would not be 
long, as the honourable Company’s cruizcr» 
Intrepid. Captain Jervis, had been waiting 
difpatches from England for fomc time path. 
For three miles round Buflbra the road was 
extremely miry and deep. At a diftance it 
appeared like a continued lake, and feemed 
entirely to infulate the cit}'^ of Buflbra, and 
its fuirounding date trees. I was rejoiced at 
the fight of the EngliiTi flag flying on the 
faftory-houfe, whither I dire<aed mycourfe. 
and where 1 arrived at half pafl three, and 
was received by NTr. Manefty, who had Juft 
fat down to dinner. The appearance of a 
good repaft was by no means unpleafant to a ' 
perfon >vho had not enjoyed many of tire 
luxuries of lifefince leaving Europe j there I 
experienced them in great variety; and to 
the politenefs and hofpitality of Mr. Ma. 
nefty we ivere much indebted. We experi¬ 
enced the utmoft attention from that gentle¬ 
man, whofc charatftcr and condufl as Britilli 
Resident lias gained univerfil efteemamongft 
the inliabitants of Buflbra. 

Mrs. Taylor and Mr. Blackader did not 
arrive till two hours after. After having re- 
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frelhed oudelves with a night's repoie, we 
were amufed in vifitjng the city, and the 
jtardens on the banks of the Shat-ul-Arab, 
the name given to die river after the junc¬ 
tion of the Euphrates and Tygrisat Comah, 
about forty miles above Bullbra. 

The city or-Builbra, called by the Arabs 
Al-fura from Jfc-dl-Sura, fignifying the 
ftoncy foil on which it is built^ has but little 
antiquity to boaft, Gonftrodled for the pur- 
pofes of trade, and never leaving bccil the feat 
of fovereign powers it is not adorned with 
thofe ftrudlures which decorate the cities of 
the £aft. The Caliph Omar, in the Afttenth 
year of the Hegeira, willing to combine the 
commerce of India, Perfia, and Arabia, laid 
the foundation of this place near to the con¬ 
fluence of the Euphrates and Tygris. The 
Shat-uI-Arab empties itfelf at the diftance of 
eighty miles into the Perfian Gulf, and com¬ 
mands the navigation of the fiirrounding 
countries, with the coaft of India, and the 
caravans of Perfia and Arabia. Hither 
merchants from all nations reforted for the 
fake of tra(hc—Greeks, Jews, Armenians, 
Banyans, and Moors, 1‘he fitc of Buflora 
is low', and from this circumftance is much 
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fubjcft to inundation when the river oveT- 
flows its banks* or that they' are cut down by 
the malignity of the Arabs, from ^^vcnge 
or other caufes. To this the'fallow looks of 
the inhabitants is attributed, proceeding from 
the noxious exhalations from the fur rounding 
marflies. During the exccfiive heats, while 
the ground is ffill covered wdth water, the 
Europeans, who refide here, are particularly 
afflidlcd, and the ravages made by death has 
fometimes extended nearly to the total anni¬ 
hilation of all deferiptions. The population 
is eftimated at no more than Scoo fouls, al¬ 
though from the'circumference of the waits, 
it muft have, at certain periods, exceeded ten 
times that number. We are told that in the 
year 1691 the city w'as nearly depopulated 
by the plague, no lefs than 80,000 having 
died of it. The capitation-tax, paid by th^ 
Chriftian inhabitants in Bagdad and Buflbra, 
produces no more than 500 purfes. The 
Arabs, the Perlians, and the Turks^ have al¬ 
ternately been mailers of Buffora, which is 
another reafon for its prefent reduced flate. 
The wall which defends the city is flanked by 
round towers, and is of little or no flrength- 
Thc Muflblecm who commands here is lUh- 
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ordinate to tlic Pacha of Bag^dad: befides a 
lew Turkiflr horfemen to protect his perfon 
the military force is very trifling, Arrhi- 
reclufc has been little confldered in BufTora^ 
for the houlcs are low, built of white bricks 
that have not been burnt, being only expoled 
to the fun to dry and hardeti; the clay of which 
they arc made is remarkably fine and well 
cleaned, and mixed with white fand, chop¬ 
ped flraw, and horfe-dung j after which it is 
beaten with mallets into moulds made for 
the puFpofe. Wood is not at all to be pro¬ 
cured, and the only fubftiiute they have is 
the date uee, the wood of winch is foft and 
fpongy, and confcquently of neither durabi¬ 
lity nor flrcngth. The gardens of BufTora 
form its chief delight, and the fruit is exqui- 
fjtc. Rofe water of the firft quality is dif- 
tillcd here, which Is exported in great abun¬ 
dance to India and Aleppo, Peaches, dates, 
apples, pears, and grapes, arc in profufion j 
and notwithfhinding the badnefs of the cli¬ 
mate, it is a land flowing with milk and 
honey. This may appear extraordinary, 
when we mention that the Defart almofl: ap¬ 
proaches to the very walls; but the gardens 
within and tbofe immediately without the 
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gates fupply abundantly in culinary articles 
the wants of the Inhabitanrs. The river 
affords filli of excellent flavour; the Deiart, 
venifon and garner the neighbourhood of 
Biiflbra. wild hogs, partridges, and fnipes: 
water fowl are ever)^ whereto be found: kids 
are reared, and flicep fattened In pcrfeaion, 
anddomcftic fowls arc in great plenty. To 
thefe luxuries we may mention the wines of 
Perfia and Schiral, fo fublimely celebrated 
by ibc poet Hafez, and we find even thofc 
of the plains of Burgundy brought by camels 
from the fltores of the Mediterranean j but 
this delicacy belongs only to the fumptuous 
and hofpitablc roof of the Englifh fadlorj'* 
The trade of BulTora, in the time of the Ca¬ 
liphs, was of very con fide rabie importance, 
as being the grand depot for the coniniodities 
* of India brought by the Perfian Gulf. Front 
this place it was tranfportcd on camels to the 
northern provinces of Perfia, to Arabia, and 
the Mediterranean Sea. The barbarity and 
ignorance of the Turks, and the difeovery of 
the pafTage by the Cape of Good Hope, has 
tended exceedingly to diminilu that part ol 
commerce which related more immediately 
to the ftatc of Europe, and the other part 
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is feverely burdened by heavy rcftridions- 
What now remains is chiefly in the hands of 
tl»c Armenians, but it Is of little or no value. 
Pearl from Bahrein and other parts in the 
Gulf of Perfia arc made nfe of as a remit¬ 
tance to Europe, A ('mall quantity of Surat 
piece goods and Bengal muflihs are difpofed 
ot for the ufe of the 'i'nrks and Arabs, with 
fomc Englith broad-cloth and thin woollens. 
The expences attending die fadlorj' efta- 
blifticd here by the Eaft-India Company 
miift overbalance the proflts of the trade; 
but it is ncceflkiy to be fuftained, in order to 
expedite intelligence by land, and at the fame 
time to keep open the communication by the 
Defarts. Thefervants employed arc, a Chief, 
a Relidcnt, an Adiftant, and Surgeon, widt n 
fmall guard of thirty fepoys, commanded by 
a black officer of die rank of LIcutetjant, 
The marine force is commanded by an offi¬ 
cer, who Is denominated Captain Pacha, or 
High Admiral, and is immediately under 
the control of the Pacha of Bagdad. Jt 
conllfls of five principal veflels, beiides thofc 
kept for the protedtion of the rivers. The 
largeft mount fifty guns t but in every rcfpect 
they are raiferable in the extreme. 
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'I'he plag^ue, as I have obferved, has made, 
and continues to make great ravages. It is 
fuppofed to vi(it this fpot every nineteen 
years. It is remarked, that the frequency of 
this terrible malady dtminifhes as you ap¬ 
proach the Eiift, and that where the dive 
tree Hourilhcs it is only to be found. In. 
India we fcarccly know it, but the cities of 
Cairo and Conftantmopic have ever been its 
victims. 

In Buflbra there are few fingolaritics to re¬ 
mark, The boats on the river, in which the 
inhabitants pafs and rcpafs from one thore to 
the other, are particularly conftruded f they 
are round balkets made of jfiong reeds, and 
covered with thick leather: with a fhort 
paddle they arc twirled about againll a ftrong 
current, and have all the lafety, though with¬ 
out tlic convenience of others of a better con- 
Jlrudlion. Theconftruiliongf tbefe fingular 
boats is derived from very remote antiquity, 
indeed as far back as the kingdom of Baby¬ 
lon. We are informed, that they were in- 
'* vented by the Armenians to nav’igate the 
“ river Tygris, and whofe country lies to the 
'* rtorthivard of the prindpal places on that 
river. They made them with poles of 
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" willow, which they bent, and covered 
'* with Ikins: the bare fide of the Ikins they 
put outwards, and they made them fo tight 
** that they relembled boards. The boats 
** had neither prow nor ftern, but wcit of a 
round form like a buckler. They put 
“ draw on their hattom. Two men, each 
“ with an oar, row'ed tlietn down the river, 
'* ladcri with different wares, but chiefly 
palm wine. Of tiiefe boats fome 
'* werc very large, and fome very iinalf. The 
“ largeR carried the wdght of 500 talents. 
“ There was room for an afs in one of their 
^ " finall boats : they put m:tny into a large 
•' one. When (hey had iinioAdcd after their 
“ arrival at 13 abyIonia, tlicy fold the poles of 
*' their boats, and the fl'raw, and loading 
** their alTcs with the tkins, returned to Ar* 
'* mcnia, for they could not fail up the 
“ river, its current was fo rapid. For this 
** realbn, they made their boats of Ikin in- 
'* Head of wood : and on tlieir return to Ar- 
' mcnia with their alTes, they applied their 
*' (kins to their former ufc.*' In conftruft- 
ing their arches, in houfe building, from the 
want of timber, thc>' are obliged to form the 
fcgmcnt of a circle on the ground with 
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bricks anti ftrong cement. It is thus placed 
on the i^'oll in two parts, anJ . afteru'ards 
conneded by the central brick* This tlicy 
find fiiHiciently ftrong to bear an arch of 
confidcnihle weigh t- 

Whilc I remained at BuflbrLi I had leifure 
fiifficicht to condenfe what 1 !iad obferved 
relative to the charadicr, temper, manners, 
and cufloms of the Arabs; and af though this 
fubjetfl has been ably trtatei by different 
travellers, who, during a longer relidcncc in 
their country than my own, arc better quali¬ 
fied to doit juHicc, Hill I do not hefitate to 
flaic my fentiments with fiirncfs and can¬ 
dour. With the impfcJIion yet warm on my 
mind, and with ftriutments, 1 truft, too liberal 
to harbour prejudice or entertain fplecn, I 
preftime to offer what I colledicd during my 
flay amoitgft that lingular people as the re- 
fult of pcrfonal experience and obfervarion. 

The Arabs arc unitrcrfally allowed, in their 
own hordes, to polTefs the focial virtues in 
an eminent degree, and particularly of fide¬ 
lity to ihtir promlfc, when a flrangcr leeks 
their proteflion, or is admitted to partake of 
their humble fare. 

VoL- 1 . 
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Climate, foil, and jit nation, have evidently, 
from the earl tell ages, influenced the paflions 
of human nature, and greatly aflifted to form 
the charadleriflic of each diftin£b nation* 
I'hefc circumflanccs have liad their due ef¬ 
fect in regard to the Arabs, and they accord- 
irigly may be generally defined under four 
clafles, correfponding to the diflerent circumi 
fiances iindcr which they cxift, 
ill, *i he Defart Arabs. 

2dly. The Arabs inhabiting die banks of 
great rivers, or the peafant Arabs. 

^dly. The inhabitants of cities. 
jj.rhly. The predatory Arabs. 

The Defiirt Arabs are of two kinds, and 
are dtflinguilhcd by the countries they pof- 
,fcfs. 

The Dt'fart, or wandering tribes, ftill an- 
fwer to the defcripiion of the ancient patri¬ 
archs, continually moving with their ivii*es 
and families from one place to another, where 
‘water is procumble, and where the earth 
affords fiibriflcnce to their flocks and herds j 
for their natural love of liberty induces them 
to prefer the Dcfart, where they range at will 
to fruitful plains and fixed liabi tat ions. 
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In the neighbourhood of groat cities, or 
where the foil is generous and abundant* like 
the plains of Syria, the Arabs ane quiet and 
irujffetifive, and dlfpole of their milk and 
butter, with a proportion of their Ihcep and 
cutJc, to the inhabitants of die towns. This 
clafs being of fervdee to the community, arc 
encouraged and protedled. 

In the Defart, betivccn Aleppo and Buf* 
fora, where the earth is more jderilc and un¬ 
friendly, the means of procuring fubf flencc 
becomes difficult and precarious ; a circuiri- 
ftance which incites a Ipirh of adivity and 
enterprife. The Arab, in this fitiiation, dif- 
covers more of his true charadter ; but the 
fpirit of commerce has confidcrably contri¬ 
buted to foften his natural genius and tem¬ 
per. 

Formerly the plunderer, for a Hipulated 
fum, became the protedtor of the merchant, 
and the faith of an Arab was the pledge of 
his fccurity. As mercantile intcrcourfc be¬ 
came more frequent, and a fpirit of rivalJhip 
and competition iras roufed in the different 
tribe to become the guards of the caravans, 
contention became general , and often ended 
T 2 in 
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in doubtful confiidis, and fomctJmts in the 
ruin of the trader. 

Thefe diHurbanccs feem now to have fub- 
fidcd: a more regular plan of condufting 
the caravan has taken place ; and the de¬ 
clining power of the Turks is not able to 
prevent the Defart Arabs from participating 
in the advantages to v.hich their natural rights 
originally entitled them. 

An Arabian agent is maintained at Aleppo, 
to whom application is rrrnde for palTcs 
through the Defart, in the event of the ca¬ 
ravan falling in with any of the principal 
tribes. This, for a. certain fum of mone^', 
according to the number of camels, is rea¬ 
dily granted, and afterwards divided amongft 
the different Sheicks, who pay the ftridleft 
attention to the paJlport of their agent. 

The Arabs principally employed in this 
commerce are thefe o f Zebcer, a walled tow-n, 
within eight miles of Buflora, They are 
from habit, character, and liberal payment, 
faithfully attached to the interefts of their 
employers. Thefe people are fubjefts of the 
Montcfeic Shefek, who prcfidcs over the 
neighbourhood of Buffbra, and participates 
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In tlic duties on all mcrchandife pacing 
through his diflritls. 

The wandering Arabs find it their sntereft 
to prontote this communication i they breed 
the camels for the ules of tradej and find it 
a ready market from the inliabitants of 2c- 

bccr. 

AUhougb this iyfiem has the appearance 
of regulariiy and good order, it docs not at 
all times infute the tranquillity of the De-. 
fart. 

Society, when not linked together by the 
bonds of a well-regulated government, and 
cemented by mutual iiitercft, mud ever be 
liable to diifentions and difeord; even differ¬ 
ent tribes meeting at the wells of the Defart, 
from the fcarcity of w'ater, involve difputes 
which fometimes terminate in blood: for this 
reafon, the hordes carefully avoid any rencon¬ 
tre of the kind, efpedally (liould water be pro- 
curable within a reafonable diftantc. The ir¬ 
ruptions and uncertain wanderings of the 
more diffam tribes, who arc not included in 
any ffiarc of the emoluments attending the 
protcdlioo of caravans, have occafionally 
obliged tire hired guards to defend the pro- 
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petty of their friends, which they do with 
eqimj bravery and fidelity, 

The Delarts on the confines of Egypt, of 
Arabia Petrea, and of Africa, are the nioft 
barren and defukted. The Arabs of thefe 
dreary plains entirely fnbfift by rearing ca¬ 
mels for the purpolcs of convoving ihcr- 
chandife in various directions. Their dif- 
pofition is Id's tempered with fenfibility, and, 
like their country, Icfs capable of culture 
than their brethren who Inhabit a better foil: 
tlicy frequently occalton more dreadful dif- 
afters than fufficient to overbalance their 
utility. Tbefe men, w ho at otic time difpofc 
of their camels to the merchant or traveller, 
and defend his perfon and property at (he ex¬ 
pence of ihclr Jives, at another, when not 
employed, become both his plunderer and his 
murderer. 

Secondly. The charafter and difpofition 
of the inhabitants of the banks of great rivers, 
fuch as tlic Euphrates,- and Tygns, are ealily 
and Ihortly defined; deceitful and cruel, they 
watch evet)^ opportunity to plunder and op- 
prefs, and it is only fuperior power that can 
kwp a people in awe, who, not having the 
fpirit to attack openly, endeavour by Iccret 
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aiiil perfidious means to accomplifli their pur* 
pofes. They appear a diftima race from the 
^vandcring tribes, and it would feem, that 
having fixed habitations, and being more im¬ 
mediately undertlic opprelfion and tyranny of 
the Turks, they have imbibed their bad qua¬ 
lities, and the vices of great cities unknown 
in the Delart. Tltofc people unite the cul¬ 
tivation of the earth to the cam of tim 
date-tree, and the propagation of Ihecp: their 
principal grain is barley, and t,he banks of 
the Euphrates prefent a chain of villages 
funounded by groves of palms; but where 
the cultivation extends little above a mik 
before it meets the barrert Defart.1 

Thirdly. I'he inhabitants of cities arc 
proud, fu peril: it ions, bigotted, and unfriend¬ 
ly to ftrangers. This reflection ferves ro 
corroborate the truth of a philofophical by^ 
pothefis, ‘‘ as fixed focieties inercafe in num- 
“ ber, they alfo increafe ir\ wickednefs and 

“ vice*.’* 

That intercourfc of ftrangers and the ef¬ 
fects of commerce have added materialiy to 
the refinement and knowledge of human na- 
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ture is equilljjufi. At BufTora, MoiTia, 
Juddah, and UuCcBt, where trade ismcou. 
raged and protedted, tlic libera] and ejilight- 
encd fpint of the inhabitants is evidently 
marked; whilft the people of Mecca and 
c ma^ Cairo, Damafeus, Aivtioch^ mxd 
Bagdad, arc averfe to ail nations not of their 
own perfuafion, and regard unbelievers as 
tJnwortliy the place they occupy on the 
earth. 

Fourthly. The predatory Arabs arc the 
banditti, the robbers, or the refufe and out- 
of all the tribes j their numbers ate 
luckily very circumferibed, and occafion 
huh apprehenfion, and a$ little danger. 

The Defart Arabs are good bufbands, good 
fathers, and, ivithfn the circle of tbdr tribe, 
(if the expreffion may be allowed) excellent 
Citizens j naturally brave, fond of liberty 
and particularly faithful to their promife! 
Detached from their particular focicty, they 
arc avaricious, and, if aggriev'cJ, vindidlive, 
Addiaed to thieving, they behold the pro¬ 
perty of ever}'- Granger as their own, and if 
not furrendered at diferetion. they efteem 
themfelves entitled to ufe compulfory mea- 
fures to obtain the objedt (hey dtlirc. Blood 
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is with them the price of blood; and the 
death of any of the tribe is amply and ftriaiy 
avenged. In thefe cafes they are cruel ; but not 
fa^unlefs oppoCtlon has been cither the caufc 
of death or wounds. An Arab, after having 
plundered, will protect the fufrerer, and even 
accompany him to the end of his Journey, or 
at Icaft to a place of fafety and reft ; they arc 
generous and faithful trlends, but implaca¬ 
ble and unforgiving enemies. 

The Arabs have the particular chaia£ter- 
iftic of freedom * ariling from the fterility of 
their foil and their roving difpofition;, rather 
than from, any caufe or exertion of their 
own. The plains of Ada are famous from 
remote antiquity for being the feat of detpo- 
tifm and flavery, and, excepting in thispac- 
cicular inftance, it has been the predominant 
feature of the inhabitants of extenfive plains. 
Mountainous fituations, or countries feparated 
by great riwrs and interfeftions of the fca, 
and the inhabitants of iflands, have ever 
atTerted their independence, while others, in 
different local lltuations, have tamely fub- 
mitted to the yoke. We have only to regard 

• Vide Vuliiey, vol* i < p. sei. 
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our own <iiiarter of the globe for the trtitli of 
tins afTt-Tiioii, and to inflaiicc almoil every 
European nation w!io has thrown off the 
fhackles of arbitrary power, and we flrall 
find that kingdoms anfwering to , that dc- 
feription firll caught the flame of liberty, 
and taught adjoining flates the blcflings of 
freedom and independence. Should we turn 
to Aiia for any fymptoms of liberty among 
nations living in fettled focicty, welhall dif- 
cover it only in tiic bofoni of mountains 
which form ffrong barriers betwixt the inha¬ 
bitants and the tyrants of the plain, or where 
they arc Iliut up by impervious j,iingJe or 
thick foreils. It is amullng to obierve, how 
fimilarity of local lit at ion produces a limi- 
lari ty of cufloms and manners. It is re¬ 
marked by Peroufe, that the ** Indians of 
Cliiii are no longer thofe* Americans who 
were infpired with terror by European wea¬ 
pons. The increafe of horfes which are now 
difptrfed through the interior of the immenfe 
Dt farts of Amcricai and that of oxen and 
Ihecp, which has alfo been very great, have 
con verted tliefc people into a nation of Arabs, 
comparable in every refpea to thofe that 
inhabit the f^iarts of Arabia, Conffantly 
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Oli horleback, they confidcr an cxcurfion of 
two hunnircd leagues as a very fliort journey. 
They march, accompanied by their flocks 
and herds, feed upon their llefK and milk, 
and fomeiimcs cover themfelves %s'ith their 
fkins, of which they make helmets, courafiTes, 
and buckkrs. Hence it appears that the in- 
trodudtion of two domeftic animals has had 
a decifive influence upon the manners of the 
tribes which inhabit the country from St. 
Jago to the Straits of Magellan. All their 
old cufloms are laid afidc: they no longer 
feed on the fame fruits nor wear the fame 
drefs! hut have a more ftriking rcfemblancc 
to the Tartars, or to the inhabitants of the 
banks of the Red Sea, than to their anceftors 
who lived two centuries ago 

The dTedts of the Ivlahomedan religion, 
which has greatly contributed to the cflab- 
li lhment and permanency of flavcr}% has not 
in this refpedt had an equal influence on 
the Arabs. The foft eftemtnacy of the Mo¬ 
guls, Perflans, and Maiiomedans in general, 
is loll in their adti VC and ever-changing Ipirit. 
The ncceflities of an Arab call forth the 
powers of both body and rnindt they have 

* Ptroufe's Voyages rOitl:d the W*orldj ch. 3. 
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neither time nor inclination to become flaves; 
Tiox would their fubjeftion yield fufficient be¬ 
nefits to counterbalance the liazarci, diflicul- 
ty, and uncertainty of the attempt, 

■ Intercourfe with M'omm, which in all 
ilruations and ftages of fociety is uniformly 
found to diminifti the natural ferocity of man* 
and mould him to gcntlenefs aiid mildnefs of 
manners* has done nothing for the Arabs: 
though their honour lies in the virtue of wo¬ 
men, they are not admitted cither as friends 
or companions: they have no opportunity to 
praftife the arts and blandifliments which 
form the elegance and falliion of men, and 
the grace and pride of European Courts. 
“ A Court without women," laid Francis 
the Ftrrt of France, “ is like a year xvithout 
** a fpring, and like a fpring without roles," 
Women arc by die Arabs put at greater dif- 
tance than the inhabitants of the Haram or 
Seraglio, where they hold converfe ot love 
^vith their mailers, and fometlmes influence 
bis adions equally in fmall as in important 
e^'cnts* Shaw Jehan, overpowered by the 
allurements of love, in granting a requell to 
a favourite Have^ commanded her. to appear 
no more in hisprcfcnce, for, faid he," I will 
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“ not have my jufticc ptrvcrteJ hy my 
weak nci*s j rare inftancc of vjitufi 
the delpotic frovemment of the Moguls, but 
what is ftrictly adhered to m an Arab horde, 
where that amiable weaknefs is never per¬ 
mitted to interrupt the current of inexorable 
judice. 

The wife or conctibine of an Arab muft 
take her part in the management of the flock. 
In this fltuadon, Ihc is more a flavc than a 
miftrefs, and the impulfe of love gives w ay 
to the utility of fervitude. Hence it is, that 
the Turks, Perflans, and Moguls, from dif¬ 
ference of fltuation, are more fufceptible of 
tender feelings, Aich as depend more on de* 
fire than principle, than the Arabs of the 
Dcfart, wlio are unacquainted with the fllkcn 
bonds that influence the paiTions and dirca 
the judgment to cafe and refinement i for the 
luxuries of the Eaft have no ways defaced 
the original character of the Arabs. Ablution 
they frequently perform i but not in the effe¬ 
minate manner of the Turks ; nor do they 
often indulge in the warm fpring of a mine¬ 
ral bath which is frequently met with in 
thebofom of the Dcfart. Their vigour is 
unimpaired by that laflitu^e, whether of the 
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corporeal or mental fkciilues, whidi, ariltng 
Irom many caufes* enervates the inhabitants 
of the Eaft. 

1 he wants anti dclircs of an Arab are con* 
finctl to a narrow circle. His clothing is mo* 
titrate and finiplc. The lower clafs in hof 
weather are almoft entirely naked; and when 
cold, they clothe themlelves it> coarfe wool¬ 
lens, or covering made of wool and camel's 
hair. The Sheicksand principal men arc fond 
of the mixed ilulfs from Surat, and even of 
filk iilelf, with fine cotton or hlk torbands of 
green or red, and Xtirkifh boots made of 
dyed leather, principally yellow: in thoir 
a^s they are particularly choice : EngHfli 
piflols in particular are highly efteemed : 
their owm match-locks of Aleppo, and fibres 
of Damafeus, they prefer, and I believe de- 
fervediy, to any other, 

In their food they are abitcmlous to a w'on- 
dcr, refraining from all kinds of wine and 
fpirituous liquors. They live chiefly on 
barley-cakes of unleavened bread, the fruit 
of the date-tree, and the milk of evciy^beaft 
in tlie flock. Animal food is but rarely dif- 
tribuicti: hares they have in great abundance, 
wild hogs, which IS not forbidden by their 
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law, and variety of other game. As dex¬ 
trous markfmen, either with fmglc ball or a 
miflTilc weapon, they find great refourcts in 
their ikill and peSeverance. When a camel, 
or other aivimal dies, he is cut up and divided 
among the tribe: but it is fcldom they put to 
death cither a fheep or a goat to gratify their 
2pp(;tite. Cofiee fbvcral times a day , and 
fmoking tobacco with the long Turkifli pipe, 
confittute their only luxury . 

It is afionifhing that a people with few 
wants fliould be avaricious and greedy. They 
may be truly faid to be poor in the midft of 
wealth: their flocks and herds are numerous : 
at the age of three years their horfes arc fold 
to advantage at the great marts ot BulTbra, 
Bagdad, Aleppo, and Damafciis, and they 
ca^fully referve the mares to produce them 
colts : a large breed of afles is alfo encouraged 
among the Arabs : they are firong and hearty, 
and fubfift on the little food to he picked 
up, and which is particularly fcanty in the 
funimer when every blade is dry r they arc 
ufed in carrying fait from the fea coafi to the 
villages and towns, and which confiitutes a 
coniidcrable trade ; but the principal and moft 
ufeful animal is the camd, without whofe 
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aui ihc Arab could not fubfill in the midft of 
ihc j'nhofpitable Dcfart; their expences arc 
trifling: none bur the great poflcls tents, and 
they have little befides their drefs and arms, 
a few copper diflics, a Turtifli pipe, and a 
coflFec-pot: they never boil, and have tto ufe 
for cooking mcnfils: a dear fire, or the de¬ 
caying embers arc alone necdlary to bake 
their bread and prepare their meat: powder, 
lead for ball, a knife, with a few fllvcr triiik- 
ctSj corritnon cari>cCs* a coverlid^ and ammu- 
nition-box, and crefl: or dagger, make up the 
catalogue of an Arab’s property. 

In very cold weather tlic Arabs coUeeb tlvc 
dry biifhes and prefen'e conflant fires by day 
and night: when they ficep they keep clofc 
together, well covered over, and the natural 
heat of their bodies bids defiance to the in- 
tenfe cold of the Defart. The chiefs, by 
increafing the number of their long gowns, 
effed the purpufe of ivarmth; and I have 
counted no lels than twelve, one over the 
other, an incumbrance fearedy to be credited, 
and which reduces to mediocrity the multi¬ 
tudinous coverings of a Dutchman, 

The wandering tribes of Syria arc better 
clothed and lodged than thofc of the Defart: 
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every family has a canupy made of ftrong 
tnaterials, and principally of coarfe wool or 
camd*s hair, fufficient to turn the rain for a 
confidcrable time. In the cold weather^ the 
lidcs, wliich are left open in fnmmer. arc 
built up with th^ bufhes, and form a warm 
and comfortable Ihefter, 

The Arabs arc extremely flovenly and dir¬ 
ty in their perfons, indelicate in their food, 
and remarkably jealous of their women, 
whom, as 1 have already obfcr\'ed, they keep 
in fubje^ion and fervituie. 

The foil of the Dcfart is various, and every 
where uncultivated. The banks of the Eu¬ 
phrates and Tygris, already noticed, yield 
abundantly to the hands of the hufbandman, 
till this fertility is checked by the Dcfart at 
an inconfidcrable difbncc. 

The moft unfriendly foil between Aleppo 
and Budbra is the falt-grounds, extendins", 
in fomc fituations, more than twenty miles in 
every dirctlion. They appear like an im- 
menlc lake of Hill water bounded by the 
horizon, and where the finalleft vegetatioa 
is every where denied } during the fummer 
months the intenlc heat of the fun allows no 
reHing-placc for the foie of the foot, and the 
h U Arabs» 
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Arabs, who sJo not travel on camch, after 
their day*s journey, find their feet fcorchcJ 
and in bliders. 

The next in point of fterility is formed 
chiefly of Hones, connected and fcarcely 
affording, from their numbers and depth, the 
pofllbility of vegetation : for miles in the 
dreary wafte no animals are to be feen, bc- 
fidcs numberkfs flocks of plovers which every 
where abound. 

The fandy foil is not fo barren as either of 
the former. It is interfperfed with large tufts 
of llrong bent or grafs, at the diftance of a 
few feet, but no other herbage vegetates in fo 
unf riendly a fituation. The grafs is of a na¬ 
ture to afford fomc nouriflimcnt to the cattle, 
although little can be expedted from the pro¬ 
duce of fo arid a plain. 

A light mixture of fand and clay is pro¬ 
ductive of many aromatic herbs, which in 
the fpring put forth tlwir exuberant flowers 
in great fragrance. In the fummer they are 
burnt up by degrees by the heat of the fun, and 
at the winter the powers of vegetation arc 
checked by the exceflive cold, and the half- 
withered fhrubs is the only food of the camels. 

The 
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The bcft foil confifts of a ftrong loam, ex¬ 
tremely black, aiid of a foapy confidence, 
arifing from its nchncfs, the want of culti¬ 
vation, and the ftagnation of the water at 
certain feafons on the Defart, On this foil 
the aromatic herbs fhoot forth to a confidcr- 
able height, fometimes from four to five 
feet, and it is highly capable of agriculture; 
but this is rarely met with till you approach 
the banks of the Euphrates, more particu¬ 
larly near the diflria of Buffora, and the 
only fituations on the Defart that I couid 
perceive any appearance of either art or in¬ 
ti u dry. 

In the beds of rivers, where their waters 
are abforbed, or where it has dood in the 
winter, ihort fweet grafs is lo be met ivith, 
bur it is generally intermixed with the 
ihrubs of the Defart, The greateft part of 
the grafs is coarfe and unfavorv. 

When provender is fcarce, the Arabs feed 
their horfes and camels, when on journies, 
with barley, dates, barley-flour made up into 
balls, and fometiines barky bread; their 
go^ts, alTes, and cattle are left to fhift 
for themfclves, 
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The climate of the Defart may be divided 
into quarters, and partakes of the natural va> 
licly, according to the feafons of the year. 

From the fituation of Arabia, defended by 
neither mountains nor chains of hills, like 
the generality of other countries, and where 
there is confequcntly no boundary of fuBi« 
cient magnitude to break the violence of the 
elements, the contrail and viciflltudes of 
the weather is remarkably different from that 
of other imtions in the Ihmc parallel of lati> 
lude j the heat is more intenfe, and the cold 
more intolerable. 

The fpring and autumn are temperate; but 
the fiimmer, from the end of May to Sep¬ 
tember, fcarcely to be endured, and the win¬ 
ter, front November to April, dillrellingly 
cold; bciides the Dcfart being wet and dil- 
agreeable, as I experienced on my journey : 
and I may fafely lay, that an idea of cold was 
never impneffed on my mind with fufTicient 
force till I felt the freezing cold of Arabia 
Dclerta. The ice attached irlelf to our 
vvhifkers ; every pool was frozen over, and 
it was not till twelve o'clock in the day that 
wc could procure water from the ikins we 
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had for the purpofe; and the Arabs were 
frequently obliged to break the ice with large 
hatchetSf the labour of hours, to obtain a fup- 
ply for our journey, or to permit the camels 
to drink, 

I fhal! now fay a few words on the citf- 
ferent modes of tnveiling between Aleppo 
and BulTora. In whatever maniner a traveller 
may be inclined to profecute bis journey, he 
fiiould unequivocally appear to place the 
greateft confidence in his Arab conductors. 
This will bind the Arab to him, and dircil 
thofc feelings of honour to his protedion 
and fafety, in which his mind, in certain in- 
rtances, is particularly fufceptible. 

Should expence be an objed with the tra¬ 
veller, he fliould accompany a Tartar or 
Government exprefs, or hire a few Delkrt 
Arabs, who, mounted on dromedaries, will 
travel fifty miles a day, and fo reach BulTora 
bt fixteen days. In this fituation a traveller 
muft be contented to fare with the Arab, and 
to fpread his carpet at night on the barren 
Defart, with an unclouded Iky for Iijs ca- 
nopy. 

Should the traveller have comfort in view, 
a caravan mufl be hired at the expence of five 
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or fix hundred pounds: for this fum from 
forty to fixty armed men may he obtained, 
and twenty camels for himfelf, to convey 
water, tents, and other necefiaries. This 
force will be fufficient to protedt him agoinA 
the roving predatory Arabs ; for the prin¬ 
cipal Sheicks, [ have already hinted, are paid 
for pcrmiflion to pafs the Defart. Itt this 
mode, early in the fpring or fummer, the 
journey may be performed in twenty-one 
days, though not comfortably; and, if ex¬ 
pedition is not much required, I woijd ad- 
vife thirty-fix days being allowed. Either 
of thefe modes is equally fecure; but the firfi: 
is difagrecable and unpleafant to an Euro¬ 
pean, who is not accufiomed to ride like an 
Arab, and to fleep \vith a linglc covering on 
the bairen Dcfart, "while his dromedary picks 
up a fcanty fubfiftcncc, to drink bad water, 
and to eat dates and barley bread. For thefe 
rcafons, I condemn Europeans being ever 
employed to carry difpatches either out or 
home, where expedition is required. It is 
fafer and cheaper to difpatch three exprefTes 
by different routes, than to truft one Euro¬ 
pean, Letters in cypher falling Into any 
hands can be rarely attended with bad confe- 
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quences ; and it would be hard indeed if one 
did not efcapc. 

The fccond mode is attended with great 
expence and delay; not fo much the delay 
on the Dcfart, as the preparations necellary 
for a perfon travelling tii the llyle of an Eaft- 
ern prince, with his guards, fcoms, tents, 
and an innumerable lift of expenltve and un- 
neceffaiy things, Ai cither Aleppo or Buf- 
fora an outfit of this tjind would require 
from ten days to a fortnight; but the cir- 
cumftance of there being fcldom any prepa¬ 
rations ready for a journey not often under¬ 
taken, and the removal of our Confil from 
Aleppo* will confiderably add to a traveller 
diftrefs and inconvenience. 

A gentleman taking this route for curiolSty 
ftiould allow fufficient time to examine the 
ruins of ancient caftlcs and towns he fomc- 
times finds near to his route; and the ruins 
of Tadmoreor Palmyra would repay his cu- 
riofity, if there was nothing further to gra¬ 
tify his inquiries. 

He fhould allb allow himfclf fufticient 
time to partake of the amuiements the De¬ 
fart affords in hunting and ftiooting. There 
is no place in the world w'hcre courfing 
U ^ could 
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could be praiflifcd with fo much picafure. 
The Arabs have excellent greyhounds, but 
their hawks are fuperior to any other in the 
univerfe. Hawking on fb extenfivea plain, 
w'here a horfc can gallop in any dire<^ionv 
mu ft", to an amateur, be fuperlatively de¬ 
lightful. 

In the neighbourhood of Aleppo, parti¬ 
cularly the Black Mountains, and near to 
Sfiri, partridges arc very plenty; there are 
few on the Dcfart, excepting in the fitmmet 
at certain places, where they coikdt for 
water, A few teal and wild duck are futne- 
times feen, and alio birds of the gregarious 
kind, fomething about the fizc and colour 
of a black partridge. 

Ravenous animals arc fcarcely to be met 
with. A few lions near to the banks of the 
Euphrates, and Ibme hyenas* jackalls, and 
foxes, make up the number of the carnivo¬ 
rous tribe. The little jerboas, playing their 
fantailical tricks, and gllftening in the fun 
round the mouth of their hiding holes, arc 
every where plenty. The quicknefs of their 
«ye prevents their being fhot. 1 have fre¬ 
quently attempted it without efledt, as they 
generally cover thcmfclves on perceiving the 
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flaflt. If is a certain fad in natural hiftory, 
tiiat this little animal Is cxadly limilar to the 
kangaroo of the fouthem hemifpheret but in 
miniature, and who, like thtm , are remarka¬ 
bly pJayful, and taught, when brought to this 
country, a variety of amufiTig tricks. In 
fhape and colour they are perfedly fimilar, 
and particularly in the Ihortnefs of their fore¬ 
legs, and the lengtli of their hind ones. The 
colour of the jerboa is like that of a hare. 
They are no larger than a rat: they arc, befide, 
inhabitants of the fame latitude, although in 
different hemirpheres. Unable to walk, they 
jump about, and both cojTefpond in the ered- 
nefs of the tail, and in manner and adion. 

In the neighbourhood of Bullora game in 
greater variety and number is to be met with. 
On the river, duck, teal, and wild geefc, are 
innunicrable, while the banks afford wild 
hog in great plenty, the largeft and fatteff 1 
ever faw. Shooting them with rifles, or at¬ 
tacking them on hor/cbcck with lances and 
fpears, is a noble and manly exercile. The 
partridges, in the date-groves and gardens in 
the neighbourhood of BufTora, are a much 
finer bird, and larger in fizc than ours in Eng 
land, vid with good dogs afford excellent di- 
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verfion. Snipes are alfo numerous. The 
Defart, near to BulTora, produces the hy- 
barra, a moli beautiful bird of a cinnamon 
colour, nearly as big as a turkey, deli¬ 
cious in flavour, and efleemed among the 
Arabs as tbc flrll game produced in their 
country. I have feon them followed for half 
a day, and at kft fhot with a Angle ball. 
Their flight is flow, and they truft more to 
their cunning and fwiftnefs of foot than to 
their wings; and it is with great caution and 
difhculty that ait Arab, w-hen he alights 
from his camels, gets wdthin fixty or eighty 
yards of the game in which he is in pur- 
fuit. 

Some travellers Itave recommended a route 
to India by the Little Defurt: this communica¬ 
tion is alfo by the way of Aleppo, and from 
rhence to Hilla on the Euphrates, acrofs 
Mefopotamia to Bagdad, and down the rapid 
Hream of *ihe Tygristo Buflbra: the journey 
from Aleppo to Hilia may be performed in 
fourteen or fixteen days; from Hilh to Bao-- 
dad in two more; and down the Tygris to 
Buflbra in five or fix. To this plan I fee 
but little objection, provided the traveller 
t“an procure a boatman who will undertake to 
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give up the general praiticc of coining to 
anchor every night: but the ft ream of the 
Euphrates not being fo rapiti as that of tlte 
Tygris, travellers who do not hire caravans 
on their own account, and who have arrived 
too late for the annual BufTora caravan, track 
up the rivers to Hilla, from whence they 
crofs over to Bagdad by land, thence they 
meet tlie regular caravans for Aleppo, 

The caravans of merchants con lift from 
looo to 2000 camels, who are fometimes cl- 
corted by a body of 300 armed men. 

There is generally one grand caravan of 
this kind, from Biiflbra to Aleppo, that fets 
out in June or July, and returns from Aleppo 
the end of rhe year; they take from forty- 
live to feventy days in performing the jour¬ 
ney, but a fmall caravan can accomplilh it 
in twenty-five or twenty-fix days. 

From Bagdad two yearly caravans reach 
Aleppo j this journey over the Little Defalt 
takes up from tweuty-cight to thirty-fix 
days. 

A party of gentlemen proceeded over-land 
in the year 177S, from Bombay, by the route 
of Hilla, Bagdad, Aleppo, Latachea, and 
Venice, to England; one of the party af- 
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furcd me, the delajir and incori't’cnicncc was 
immcnfe: they were obliged to difcmbark 
from the large boats on which they left Buf- 
fbra, and to go on board fcnall canoes, long 
before they reached Hilla, leaving* all their 
baggage behind. The guide apprehended 
fo much danger at diftcrent villages on the 
river, that camerlines, the coarfe woollen 
cloaks worn by the Arabs, were throw'n 
over the travellers to conceal them from 
view; in this manner, like contraband goods, 
half fuffbeated, they w'ere fmugglcd to Hilla. 
Nothing in the world would induce this 
gcmieman again to undertake the lame route, 
for, belide the danger and expence, he was ten 
months in getting home. 

Another relation which I had, will, I am 
perfuaded, be fufficient to prevent any travel¬ 
ler from returning to England by the Little 
Dcfart, and which confirms the alTertion that 
the inhabitants on the banks of the Eu¬ 
phrates are fait hie fs and fanguinaty in the 
extreme. 

Mr, Brodie, Mr. Stark, Captain O’Meara, 
and fome other gentlemen, in the year 1783, 
undertook a journey to England, by the way 
ot Bulforai on their arrival there in the 
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month of December following, after a tedi¬ 
ous palTagc of fix weets from Bombay, they 
found the Defart in an unfetded date from 
the private difputes of the Arab chiefs. 
Thefo gentlemen, through the medium of 
Mr. Latouche, endeavoured to obtain an 
cfcort of Zebcer Arabs, and advaitced a fum 
of money for the purpofe of procuring 
guards and camels, but in this their expedla- 
tion fell Ihort, for they had the mortification 
to learn that the camels they had purchafed 
on the Defart, by means of the Arabs, were 
plundered by their enemies, and all their 
preparations entirely defboyed: this detcr- 
mined the party to track up to Hilla in 
boats, from thence to crofs over to Bagdad, 
and to purfue their Journey to Aleppo by the 
route of Moful, Jeflfcervi, Orfa, and Bir, 

A gcodeman of their party, Mr. Hare, 
formed a refolution of letting out in company 
with a Frenchman, a Greek, and an Arme¬ 
nian merchant, attended by their fervants, and 
they accordingly embarked on the Euphrates 
and proceeded up the river. 

The day after, Mr. Brodic and his party 
followed. Mr. Latouche had taken the pre¬ 
caution of writing to the principal men or 
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heads of the difierent tribes ajiJ villages on 
the river, and accompanied one letter in par¬ 
ticular with a prclent to a perfon whole 
good intentions towards travellers he had 
rcalbn to fufpe^. 

No man ever deferved better at the hands 
of the Arabs, or was more highly refpedlcd 
and cficcmed amonglt them, than Mr. La^ 
touche I liis wonderful humanity and hound- 
lefs generofity to the unhappy captives of 
Zebecr, had gained him their warmeft affec¬ 
tion. When BulTora was berieged by the 
Perlians, he Iheltercd within liisown walls, 
and under tlic protedlion of the fadlory and 
the Englilh flag, die principal people, with 
their w'ives and families, and when the mi- 
lerable inhabitants of Zebecr, according to 
the cultom of the Perlians to prifoners taken 
IQ war, became tlic Haves of their opponents, 
lie ranlbmcd them without diffinftiou at his 
own expence. 

With thefe advantages our travellers had 
little to apprehend, and as they iinderllood 
the countries through which diey meant to 
pafs were in a tranquil Hate, after a deten¬ 
tion of fome months at Bullbra, it was with 
picafure they embarked with their equipage 
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on boars of a fizc proper and convenient for 
the navigation of the river. 

For fomc days nothing materia] occurred j 
their progrefs was flow, but they were con- 
foled with the idea of approaching home in 
peace and fafety. 

Our travellers, when they reached a vil¬ 
lage about 140 miles above Buflora, found 
a young man, fon to the Sheick, for ivhom 
Mr. Latouche’s preient was intended, wait¬ 
ing for them. He was attended by a fmall 
guard, and charged with a note from Mr. 
Hare, highly expreflive of the good treat¬ 
ment he had received from the Sheick: he 
allb informed his friends that he had flicwn to 
the Sheick his arms and Indian curioflties, 
and advifed the like attention from Mr. 
Brodic's party, which they conceived to be an 
inflance of extreme imprudence in Mr. Hare, 
and determined to obferve a line of con- 
duft totally different. They delivered the 
prefents intended for the father into the 
hands of his fon. After feeling the parcel 
which contained them fame time with his 
liands, he icqucfled that a prt might be ap¬ 
propriated to himfelf, without the knowledge 
of his father. The gentlemen reprefented 
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the impropriety of fudi conduct, and point* 
cd out that the packet was (ealed down, and 
confcqucfltly became a facred depoht. The 
young man hailily replied, tliat lie obierved 
the teal which had given the imprefhon 
hanging to the watch of one of the company, 
for his eyes were not idle in regarding the 
property of the party, and added it could be 
again eafily affixed. Difappointment feemed 
to have little effed on the Arah‘s temper, for 
he very deliberately, three times during the 
interview, difpatchcd exprefles to his father's 
village, which lay a few miles higher up on 
the banks of the Euphrates: during this 
convcrlation he exprelTed hlmfclf in the moll 
friendly terms, telling them how happy the 
company of the travellers ivould nrake his 
fathw, and that he had provided largely for 
their entertainment. The travellers, though 
anxious to proceed, were delayed under \a,ri- 
ous pretences, and even at laft they w'crc 
given to underlland dial they could not leave 
their prefcnt iituation for that night. This 
thej" reluctantly complied with, and retired 
to rell into their o^vn boats, as they were 
yet altogether imconfcious of deceit or per¬ 
fidy on the part of their conductor: they 
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look no particular cArc to be on tlie watch 
during the notwithfianding they had 

heard reports bte in the evening not verjf fa¬ 
vourable to their pretended friends. 

Thefe reports were intimated to their fer- 
vants by fome women on the banks of the 
river, who, from the natural foftnefs and 
fympathy of the fex, were willing to apprife 
them of their danger ,* they even informed 
Mr. Brodic’s attendants that violence had 
been offered to the other travellers, and that 
they were plundered of their property. 

At fun-rile they proceeded on their jour¬ 
ney, accompanied by the young Sheick. The 
report of the preceding evening now gained 
conlidcrablc credit from the intelligence of 
fcvcral people they met on tlic riv^cr: before 
their arrival at the village where the enter¬ 
tainment was faid to be provided, notie of 
the party had the fmallell doubt from tlic 
information given them, but that Mr, Hare 
and bis unfortunate companions were mur¬ 
dered by the very people on wbofe pro- 
tetflion they w'erc about to throw them- 
i'elves. 

It was utterly impoflible to avoid the vil¬ 
lage, and equally impollible to avoid receiv- 
Voi. L X ing 
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ing a guard from theticc, as the Shckks of 
the different villages on the river arc entitled 
to partake of the plunder of an European 
traveller, under pretence ot affording him 
protection. 

Caution and detcrminatioit were now rc- 
tjuifice to ftiieldour travellers from the wick¬ 
ed plot agitated againft them. To confirm 
their apprehcnfions. the young Sheick had by 
this time landed from the boats to proceed on 
by land, Sufpicion being awake, the arms 
were examined and diftribiited amoiigft the 
fervants, and every thing put in the beft or* 
dcr for defence that their fituation would ad¬ 
mit of: in this trying dilemma they landed 
at the village which the evening before had 
ihcltcrcd the moft cruel affallins that ever 
degmclcd the name of men ; the circumfpcc- 
tion of our travellers, the blundcrbufies rvith 
which they were provided in particular, and 
the rcfolution they evinced, deterred the A- 
rabs from commencmg open hoftilities. To 
corroborate the apprehenfions ot the party, 
the old Shcick was not to be found, no en¬ 
tertainment provided, at\d a number of antt- 
cd men befpoke no fymptoms of cither fafety 
or quiet. 


The 
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rlie Arabs of the viifagc now no longor 
pretended to conceal tlie unhappy catailrophe 
of the preceding evening: they pretended to 
be much grieved, and alTcrted boldly that 
tlie accident had happened at the next vil¬ 
lage, whither tlrey intended to efcort Mr. 
Hare, Jiad they not been prevented by the 
oblfinate refufal of the unfortunate gentle¬ 
man ; they were, however, as they pretended, 
determined to efcort our party in fuch a 
number as would efibctuaJIy prevent the like 
accident. Some of tliefe wretches went fo 
far as to fay that they had feen, the mangled 
remains of the dcceafed, a hand, an arm, and 
^ iu order to imprefs a horrid idea of the 
cruelty of the inhabitants of the adfacent vil¬ 
lage. Thefe fpecious aflertionsonly ferved to 
inflame the minds of our travellers, and to 
make titem more rcfolutely determined to 
defend thcmfcivcs to the hft extremity; they 
pohtivcly refufed a guard from the village, 
and oblerved that they were able fo protect 
tlicjr perfons and the little property they 
had, but tliat they would neverthelefs pay 
the accuHomcd lum in the fame manocr as 
if they accepted of their fcrvices. The party 
continued in a body during this conference 

^ 2 with 


( 3^8 ) 

with their arms in their hands, ^vhilll the A- 
rabs began to be clamorous, and inildcd that 
they were unjuilly fufpected, A few Aones 
were thrown, and they cooiinued afTcmbllng 
in a tumultuous manner- Our party refolved 
not to commence hoftilities till they received 
a difeharge of fmall arms from the Arabs, 
whofc conduct and intentions towards tliem 
were no longer equivocal- On fomc further 
infiilts being offered, they levelled their pieces 
without any intention to fire: this proved not 
a little alarming to the Arabs, who immedi¬ 
ately commenced a parley, and llicwcd'a wlfli 
to accommodate the difference: they pre¬ 
tended they were forry if any mifnnderftand- 
ing had taken place, and with feeming indit- 
ference penniued their immediate departure, 
though not without obliging the party to 
receive oJv board their boats fbventy of their 
armed people. 

The gentlemen kept together, and, contrary 
to their ufual cufiom, embarked on the fume 
boat, in vvhicU they coidd not prevent from 
thirty to forty of the Arabs from accompa¬ 
nying them. Thclc unpleai'ant companions, 
during the day, af¥e£fed to be much hurt at 
Uic difirufl with which tbc'y were treated: they 

werq 
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were aflured that it was not intended to fheiv 
greater miltrufl of them more than of others, 
hut it was the ciiffom of their nation to travel 
with tlicir arms in thdr hands. No cordialitv 
could be fuppofed to e>:ift on this occafiun,and 
our party, on arriving at the village, difmiired 
their unwelcome companions. On their land¬ 
ing a melancholy talc was unfolded ; Mr. 
Hare’s cooh, vvlio had received live fmall 
balls in his neck, made known the tv hole of 
this difaftrous flory, and which he related in 
the followirvg manner:—About an hour after 
the Sheick had received the note from Mr, 
Hare to difpatch to Mr. Brodic*s party, that 
gentleman retired to reft. About ten o’clock 
he was attacked in his tachtrivan after he 
had got to deep, and wounded with ii fpear, 
though not mortally : he attempted to defend 
himfelf, and aflually got hold of his fowling 
piece, but was cut down by one of the Arabs. 
The fate of the others was not Icfs calamitous; 
the French gentleman and the Greek were 
both killed, the Armenian mifcrably wound¬ 
ed, and the property plundered. This hor¬ 
rid and unparalleled adl of perfidy and cruelty, 
fo contrar)* to the chara^teriftic of a Defart 
Arab, with whom any man that breaks 
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bread 5s perfedtSy fafe and becomes from that 
moment hispfotege, was determined on before 
the arrival of Mr, Hare, The inhabitants of 
the village our travellers were now arrived at 
had the moil certain intelligence of their dc- 
dgn, and had abfolutely collected a number 
of their tribe in order to prevent its execution: 
on their march to execute fo generous and 
noble an undertaking, accounts were broxight 
of the unfortunate event, and the friendly 
Arabs returned to their houfes. 

A more 111ocking or a more perfidious 
adlion ftands not upon record, or of a more 
trying fituation for a fmall body encompafled 
b}' blood-thirlVy and cruel murderers. The 
depredations committed by an highway rob¬ 
ber is honourable in the extreme, when com¬ 
pared to an adtion that ft amps tire perpetra¬ 
tors with indelible infamy and reproach, and 
draws to our recoiledlion an enumeration of 
thefe horrors at which humanity recoils. 

The hardfliips of their journey were not 
confined to this circumftancc alone. After 
their arrival at Bagdad, the rcfidence of a 
Turkifti Pacha of confidcmble influence, 
they might have expcdled at Icaft protcdlion, 
and being free from infult. 
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The Pacha» it is true, allowed them tw’o 
Agas for the immediate attendance on their 
perfon, and agreed to provide them with horfes 
at his own expcnce to Aleppo } but at Molnl 
two of the gentlemen were robbed in the 
face of day, when walking to obferve fome 
ruins, and attended by an Aga, but whofc 
influence was of no avail: on another occa* 
fion, when the party had left the caravan- 
ferai, vvhere they had ilept the night, ex¬ 
cepting one gentleman, the door was (hut 
upon him, and he was detained infide, al¬ 
though, on being miffed by the others, they 
returned with the guard, and demanded ad¬ 
mittance, but which was not granted till 
after the pajnncnt of a confiderablc fum. 

Under all thefe degrading and humiliating 
cirttimftaiiccs, no redrefs was to he procured* 
On complaint being made to the Pacha, or 
governor of towns and provinces, fome fool- 
i(h or trifling excufe was fubflituted in the 
room of material juftice. The fadt was, the 
imbecility of the Turkifh government was 
by no means equal to cheek the arrogance 
and unbounded infoknee of their Arabian 
je<fls, who publicly exclaimed that Chrif- 
tians had no buiinefs in their country, and 
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conftqinrntlj' miift fubmit to their unfuA And 
violent demands. 

ThePiiLha of Mofiil himfeJf declared that 
lie liad not a man that he could confide on to 
protedl our travellers, on their approaching 
journey to Aleppo, till fuch time as a detach¬ 
ment of his cavalry arrived. 

They made their appearance in a few days, 
when a certain number were ordered to cfcort 
the tmveDcrs. 

In proceeding on ward their caravan inercafed 
confidcrably from the villages they had pafled. 
Numbers of people looking for protedlion 
included thcnifcK^es in the number; but 
they were as little fecure as if they had been 
left a prey to the predatory Arabs of the De¬ 
fart. Thefe mignions of defpotiim, whilA 
they defired the Englifh gentlemen to remain 
quiet and undlfturbcd fpedators of their in^ 
famy, funounded the unfortunate vidtinis,. 
from whom they extorted money and valuar 
bles: this circumAancc regularly happened 
when a fufficient number of frefh adventurers 
were collciled, and before long thefe poor 
people, by frequent repetition, were deprived 
of every jxirt of the property they had origi¬ 
nally fet out with, and left dcAitute of fupr 
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port. It vvas now time for'the guard to 
think of extorting fomething from the 
Engiifli gentlemen. They were arrived 
within two days’journey of Aleppo, when 
the horfemcn made a demand of a certain 
fum. The party refufed in the moft pe¬ 
remptory terms to give a parah before their 
arrival at the capital whither they were 
bound by the Pacha’s orders to be conducted. 
The Turks attempted every means fhort ol 
open violence to compel the payment of their 
demands, and when they found it ufelefs and 
ineffc<Sual to urge it further, they to a man 
galloped off, leaving the gentlemen to make 
the heft of their way to Aleppo. Fortunately 
fome of their caravan knew the tracks and rea¬ 
dily undertook to conduct them. The re¬ 
mainder of the Journey was performed with 
tolerable cafe, and with far more cjuict and 
regularity than they had before experienced 
from their licentious and turbulent guards. 

The conduit of the better kind of Turks 
was at Icaft civil and obliging; in particular, 
in the diftrict of jeffeera, the ftrangers were 
received with the greateft hofpitality and 
kindnefs: they were loaded with provifions 
and efcorted by fome of the Governor’s peo¬ 
ple 
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pic to the frontiers of their countrya 
country cultivated to the highefl perfcdliont 
and appearing %vith all the luxuriance of a 
garden. Our travellers, fo much ufcJ to extor¬ 
tion, made feme hedtation in receiving the fu- 
pcrfiuity of presents, dreading the return which 
might be expected from them; but n? their 
aitonilhraent, when the fervant of tlic Pacha 
took leave, they not only nioft pofitivdy re- 
fufed being paid for the provllions fupplied 
them, but even would not accept of airy gra¬ 
tuity for thcmfclvcs. 

The danger and fatigue of this journey 
exceeds belief, and it was with the moll 
plealing fatlsfat^ion that our travellers found 
themfclves at Marfeillcs twenty months after 
their departure from Calcutta. 

After alt their difafters, they were under 
the nectflity of undergoing the mortification 
of confinement in the Lazaretto at Marfeilieii 
for nineteen days, during which time their 
lltuatton was rendered as cafy and commodi¬ 
ous as from the nature of the cafe with fafety to 
the public could pofiTibly be permitted. In the 
year 1720, Marfeillcs experienced the bane¬ 
ful cffcOs of the plague:, the moH dreadful 
of all diforders incident to the human race. 

Their 
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Their misfortunes and paft dangers were 
forgotten in tlic profpedt of foon feeing their 
native country, and in the hofpitable and 
agreeable manners of the French nation. 

On a general review of this fubjc€t,drawn 
from the impreflion which the various vi- 
cifTitudes of the journey made on my mind, 
as well as from the genius and charader 
of the Arabs, I would oblciv'c, which ever 
mode may be preferred by a traveller in 
eroding the Dcfart, that attention be paid in 
the ob^Tvance of the following general max¬ 
ims as contributing to his comfort and clfcn- 
tial to his welfare;— 

In the firft place, never to diiplay oUenta- 
tious finery and excite the crime of avarice in 
the heart of an Arab. 

adly. To obferve an equality of temper 
to even the lowell Arab of your caravan, to 
forgive hU little impertinent curiofity, fmile 
at his wonder and furprife, and appear as 
much as pofTible to be on an equal footing. 

3dly, In cafes of petty thefts, or of be¬ 
ing infultcd, which is feJdom the cafe, never 
tochailife the offemkryourfeiri coolly repre- 
fciit the fad to the Shcick, who will do ample 
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pie to the frontiers of their country:—a 
country cultivated to the higheft pertcr^ion^ 
and appearing with all the luxuriance of a 
garden. Our trav^cUers, fo much ufeJ to extor¬ 
tion, made fomc hefitation In receiving the fu- 
perfluity of prefents, dreading the return which 
might be cxpedled from them ; but to their 
aftonifhment, when the fervaiit of the Pacha 
took leave, the)' not only mofl pofitlveiy re- 
fufed being paid for the provilions fiipplied 
them, but even would not accept of any gra¬ 
tuity for thcmfelves. 

The danger and fatigue of this journey 
exceeds belief, and It was with the moll 
pl eatin g fatisfadlion that our travellers found 
themfelvcs at Marfcilles twenty montlis after 
their departure from Calcutta. 

After all their difafters, they were under 
the ncccllity of undergoing the mortification 
of confinement in the Lazaretto at Marfcilles 
for nineteen days, during which time their 
Situation was rendered as eal'y and commodi¬ 
ous as from the nature of the cafe with fafetyto 
the public could pofiTibly be permitted. In the 
year 1720, Marfcilles experienced the bane¬ 
ful cffe< 3 s of the plague, tlie moft dreadful 
of all diforders incident to the human race. 

Their 
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Their niisfortunes and paft clangers were 
forgotten in the profpedt of foon feeing their 
native countly, and in the hofpitable and 
agreeable manners of the French nation. 

On a general review of this fiibjcdl, drawn 
from the inipreflion 'ivhich the various vi- 
ciflitildes of the journey made on my mind, 
as well as from the genius and charadter 
of the .^rabs, 1 would obferv'c, which ever 
mode may be preferred by a traveller in 
crofting the Defart, that attention be paid in 
the obfervance of the following general max¬ 
ims as contributing to his comfort and cfTen- 
tial to his -welfare:— 

In the firfe place, never to difplay oftenta- 
tious finery and excite the crime of avarice in 
the heart of an Arab. 

2dly. To obferve an equality of temper 
to even the lowell Arab of your caravan, to 
forgive his little impertinent curiofity, fmile 
at his wonder and furprife, and appear as 
much as pofliblc to be on an equal footing. 

3dly. In cafes of petty thefts, or of be¬ 
ing infulted, which is feldom the cafe, never 
tochaflife the offender yourfelf; coolly repre- 
fenl the fadt to the Sheick, w*ho will do ample 
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juftice, and with morcftrlckncfs thai^ perliaps 
you ^^"Oll^J require. 

4thl3% Never to mix with ftrangers or 
quit your encampment, or wander into thevil-' 
lagesorhuts of other Arabs without a proper 
guard : thofc who are bound to protcdl you 
will mort alTuredly do it; but you mufl by no 
meivnslook for civil treatment without the 
prccindls of your otvn trihe. 

^thly. In every matter relative to the De¬ 
fart be entirely guided by the Sheick: in fliort, 
appear to have no will of your own, but be 
entirely under his protection. The more 
confidence you appear to put in an Arab the 
better he is plcaied, and the more he will find 
his honour intcrefted, and confcquentlj afford 
you fafe cfcort and protection, 

6thly. Fut on the drefs of the natives as 
foon as poflible after your landing in a Ma- 
hotnedan country, or even before, if you can 
procure it; and the drefs I w*ould advife 
to be correfpondent to the manner in which 
you propofe to travel, but never to be beyond 
that of the middling ranks of life. 

Although it is fcarcely pofiible to dSfguife 
yourfcif from the knowledge of a Turk or 
Arab, even, with the help of whifkers, and 
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obfcrvinga ftncl filcnct, yet it evinces a rc- 
lpcd\ for the people, and a wHh to be coniV 
dered on a friendly footing with the inliabi- 
tants, who feel thcmfelvcs not a little grati¬ 
fied at this mark of attention, and will fre¬ 
quently confer a favour on this account when 
they would rc'fufc common civil it}’ to any 
peiim in the drefs of an European; upon the 
whole, it is a faft to be depended on^ that the 
Arabians of the Dcfirt pay more refpea and 
attention to a ChriUian than they do to a 
Turk, for whom they entertain a rooted aver- 
fion and inviolable diflike. 

To the intelligent obierver of the human 
mind, and of the efFedl which from certain 
caufes refult from its operation, it will not be 
a nutter of ftirprifc that enmity fliould (ubilfi: 
between the Atabs and thcTurks. The Ambs 
arc the indigenof the foil, by whofe means and 
influence the Mahomedan religion was eflab- 
lilhcd and difl'eminated, whllfl the Turks arc 
depredators, who exercife the right by which 
their fuperiority was acquired in a manner the 
moll arbitrary and overbearing. The Arabs, 
no lefs ferocious than their oppreflbrs, fub- 
mit unwillingly, with filent and fullcn mo- 

rofenefs, to thofe extortions, and to tliat yoke 
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which, although they cannot totally throw ofF, 
is neverthekfs but a faint and uncertain fub- 
jugation. The empire of the Turks was 
laifed and propagated by the fword, aided by 
t!w inftitutes and precepts of a fanguinaiy 
religion ; and the nations who have fallen 
under tlieir power, let their religion be what 
it may, are regarded as inferior beings, and 
fubjeticd to all the contumely and pride of 
their ^'anquiftiers. The means by which the 
Turks lave iLcquired the dominion W'hich 
they enjoy in Europe, and in Aha, is a pro¬ 
per objedt of inquiry'. and it is not foreign to 
our purpofe to trace tlie rife, progrefs, and 
advancement of their unwieldy and divided 
empire. 

It has been already noticed that the pro- 
grefs of fcience has taken its courfc from 
the Eaft to Weft, whilft irruption and con- 
queft has been from the North to South. 
The contact of thefe difeordant and oppoftte 
principles has ended in die total fubverfion 
of every thing noble, elevated, and ingeni¬ 
ous. Li climes, which have thus felt the in¬ 
fluence of the fvvord, fcience lias been long 
dormant I and it is only by a limited gradation 
that it lias preferved, ui its courl'e, deriving im¬ 
provement. 
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provcmcnt, though flowly, from the cxteufive 
and complicated inteUe^l: of man> The Celts 
and Teutons iiTued from their Ravage wilds on 
the borders of the Baltic and northern ocean, 
and over-ran the fineli countries of Europe, 
The hiftory of their hoftile tribes muft be left 
to the page of hirtory, where the fuccefl^ 
of the Vandals, Goths, Oftro-Goths, and Vi- 
55 i-Goths, are fully elucidated. The Teu¬ 
tonic was the vernacular tongttc of Swe¬ 
den, Dennaark, and Norway, but is now loft 
in the dilFFerent emanations of dialedb into 
which it has branched out.. In Iceland it 
is ftill fpoken; and it is remarkable that 
this ifland was the feat of learning when 
Europe was immerfed in total darknefs. 
The fame remark is alfo applicable to Ire¬ 
land knd the Hebrides, particularly Icolm- 
kiln, where learning alfo found an afylum 
during the irruptions of the barbarians into 
Europe, The Fens or Venni from the banks 
of the Danube and the Euxinc made ihnilar 
depredations, and gave their language to 
Rullia, Poland, and Sclavonia. 

The Croats and Walkchians, who aie of 
the lame race, arc at this day as little cl- 
vilifed as their anceftors^ It is a curious fad-, 
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that civilization has, in no period of ltifl:or}% 
vifited the banks of the Lower Danubci The 
provinces, watered by this turbulent and rapid 
river, have, from the earlieft ages, been the 
nurfery of barbarifm and ferocity, and from 
whence at this day the bell warriors of the 
lloufe of Auflria are fupplied. When we 
contemplate favage nature, although it is 
neither to be praifed nor envied, it neverthelel's 
imprclTcs on the human niind traces of ge¬ 
nuine and noble fentiments, which coin- 
inands our admiration and refpcdl. Courage 
may be coniidcred as the fir ft point of pre¬ 
eminence in nature: the precurfor of lub- 
, ordination and aggrandizement, and the 
advancement of focial order and regular 
governments. In my way to Valencieones, 
in the month of. Aug till 1793, I vilited 
the Aufttian hofpital at Brufiels, where 
4000 foldiers were languilhing under the 
agonies of death and ^^'ov^nds. I'he manly 
and intrepid fufferings of thofc hardy fel¬ 
lows intcrefled our lympathy and efleem 
in the livelicft manner. The Croats and 
Schivonians, from the banks of the Drave 
and the Save, and the Wallachians and 
Moldavians from the hanks of the Danube 

and 
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and the borders of the Black Sea, were 
here mingled together, and divided into 
different -wards, according to the nature of 
their cafe, from flight gun-fhot wounds to 
the mod dreadiul amputations which the 
human frame is capable to fupport. No 
complaints, no murmuring was to be heard. 
I was happy to fee that they were well and 
carefully attended to. The wild and rugged 
appearance of thefe half favages, for they 
could be eafily diflinguilhed from the other 
A11 ftrjan and German troops by a marked 
afperity of charadter and carelcfTnefs for 
drefs, occafioned me to aOc the furgeon who 
attended us what were the ftrongell propen- 
lities and defires of thofe men: he replied. 
Brandy, when they can procure it, and to 
" be again led againll the enemy.” He in¬ 
formed me, that in the month of June, the 
preceding year, a detachment of WaJlachians 
arrived in Bruffcls barefooted, nor could they 
be induced to encumber themfclves on the 
march with flioes and llockings. About tins 
time Courtray was taken by M. Luckner, 
and the Imperial army tvas in fight of the 
French. Such was the impetuofity of the 
VVallachians, on hearing this intelligence, that 
VoL. I. Y they 
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they to be carried to the camp tliat 

ncareft to the enemy. So violent and ^ 

clamorous were they in this demand, that it 
became neccfl;trj' tu aiTvire them, no time 
ihould be loft, after they were rcfreflicd from 
a march of 1500 miles from their own 
country, and that they were properly fup- 
plied with arms and ammunition, in grant* 
iBg their requeft. 

It was referred, however, for the Huns 
and Tartars, from the plains of Tartary, to 
invade the countries of iheir fouthem neigh¬ 
bours, and at different times to become the 
coiKiiieTors ot India, China, Ferfia, and even 
jiart of Europe and Africa. 

'I’he fmalkft ftates, invigorated by energy 
of mind, defirc oi plunder, and reftleffnefs oi 
temper, have reared the greateft empires. 

But as organisation, which is not founded on 
the pure and folld bafisof virtue, and of pub¬ 
lic and private juft Ice to individuals, mu ft be 
ever fiibject to decay, fo tHcy as tjuickly 
have fallen into the abyfs from which they 
had been focmed. Among ft other tribes 
almoft unknown and unnoticed, there exifted 
in that track of country, fituated on thecaft- 
ern fhorcs of the Cafpian Sea, and extending 
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towards the lake Ami, a fct of banditti, of 
the Tartar or Scythian race, who, follow in sr 
the geneml example of ihe times, fcixed on 
the kingdom of Armeob, then a flouriHiing 
and independent ftate, and named it Turco- 
mania, after that of their own horde. 

The origin of our Tartar and Scythian 
forefathers is a dcfideratiim in the natural 
hiftory of Man; no trace or probable account 
of thcic hordes has been tianfmitted either 
by our carliell hiftorians, or handed do>vn 
from oral tradition: indeed, the countries from 
whence they rufhed like a torrent on their 
neighbours was unknown in the days of 
Homer or Hefiod. The ancients, prior to 
this period, confidcred that the only habit¬ 
able part of the \\‘orId was confined to the 
temperate zone, bounded on one hand to¬ 
wards the fouth by infupportable heat, unfit 
to be inhabited by man, and on tlie other, 
towards the north, by the regions of Tarta¬ 
rus, chaos, and eternal night. The pillars 
of Hercules was the utmofl liniit to the 
fouth, the ocean to the \veft, and the Borif- 
thenes to the eaft. Beyond this river they 
knew a favage race exifled, but of whole 
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hirtory or origin tlicy knew nothing, Tfio 
Kibc and the Baltic, and the 57th degree of 
north latitude, terminated their knowledge 
towards the Poles, regarding which all was 
doubt and uncertainty, and which were fup- 
pofed to be cnvelopped in cold and darkncls. 
The firil irruptions of thefe barbarian 
hordes were received by the iincients with 
aHoninunent and wonder, and the philofophy 
of the day was at a lots to account for the 
numerous w'arlikc banditti that emigrated 
from the Wolga and the Don, from the Caf- 
pian and the platform of Tartary . This nor¬ 
thern hive, the mother of nations, was di¬ 
vided into numbcrlcls hordes, wdio idiied 
forth under their various leaders. As thelc 
hordes acquired by degrees polTellion of bet¬ 
ter cultivated countries than their own, they, 
Irom intercourie and the exam pie of their more 
poliihed and mduflrious neighbours, became 
more llationary j they aflumed. In fome de¬ 
gree, a new clrarader, approaching in fome 
mealure to civilization and order, and be¬ 
came independent diftri< 51 s, each fubjed: to 
its particular khan. The progrellive attain- 
mem of civilization was not only flow, but 
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precarious, arid greatly depended on favour¬ 
able and concurring circumftanccs to render 
it permanent and ufcfiil. 

This emigration, from the banks of the 
Cafpian, took place about the end of the 8tJi 
ccntiir}% nearly two luindrcd years after the 
appearance of Mahomed, and wiiile the Tur- 
comans were yet Pagans, and unacquainted 
with his dofirines, or thofe of any eflabliJlicd 
religion. 

In the year 1038 Perfia was dependent on 
titc Saracens, the governor of which liad 
been previoudy inveftciJ with the title of 
Sultan by the Caliphs, Tongrel Beg being 
at this lime called in, with a body of Turks. 
to quell fomc intedinc commotions, found 
means to obtain poireflion of tliat kingdom, 
and he and his follow^ers embraced the reli¬ 
gion of Mahomed, Their rapid fuccefs made 
them formidable to the Caliphs, tvhofc feat 
of empire was Bagdad, and they were invited 
by them to fern as auxiliaries in their army, 
in order to fiipprcfs infurrcftions which then 
lubfifted in their diflant provinces. Tongrel 
Beg was appointed by the reigning Caliph 
in the year 1055, *' Temporal Lieutenant of 
** the commander of the Faitlifulfrom this 
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ricp the gradation was cafyi a&d the whole 
power of the Kaliphai fell into his hands. The 
fertile country of Cilicia, notv Caramania, 
did not cfcape.but like other countries, toge¬ 
ther w'iih a part of Afia Minor, bccanre his 
prey. At length the manner^ and habits 
of thofc fuccefsful adventurers, from religion 
and intercourfe w'ith more poliHrcd nations, 
was confidcrably changed, and the northern 
hordes of Tartars, emulous to acquire new 
territories, began to prefs on all fides, and to 
threaten the eKiCLence of the Turkifh empire. 
Thofe barbarous tribes, like the waves of the 
fea, propelled each other, and forcing the 
Turks from Perfia, obliged them, about t he year 
1200, to retire to Iconium in Cilicia, where 
they fixed thcmfdves, and turned their arms 
Irill more to the fouth. Thirty-nine years 
afterwards a defeendantof GengisKban feiiced 
on Bagdad, and circumferibed their power in 
that quarter, as the Msimalukes a little before 
had alfo done in India and Falcftine. The 
greatnefs of the Turks was now evidcnily on 
the decline, for even their kingdom of Ca- 
ramania w'as divided into fmiill independent 
flates. Under this topareby the energy of the 
Turks vtas for a while fufpended, till Of- 
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mail, orOthman, reftored their former fplen- 
dour, and laid the foundation of their prefent 
empire. This printx, a reputed defeendam 
of the great Gengis, ivas fovereign of afmall 
in Caramania. His feat of govern¬ 
ment was called Kara-Chiihr, where he af- 
fiimed the title of Stikan, and laid the plans 
of his future elevation, and the baits on 
whicli it was founded now' remains to be in* 
vclHgatcd, 

The policy of Mahomed in the fomiatioa 
of his new religion led him to difeover the 
means by which he could call into aflion 
the drongelh energy of the Iiuman mind. 
Surrounded by delightful and produdlive 
countries, his aim was conquek, and his 
fylkm aggrandizement. He found that 
opinion governed every adiioii of nimi, and 
in the end ivoald triumph overfall oppo- 
lition* J^ was necelTarj' to provoke a ftimu^ 
lus, which by action and re-aition Ihould 
produce the eftVdt, and he readily forcfaiv 
that its full force would be obtained by a 
rcncvval of thofe calamities w hich In the firft 
ages of Chridianiiy had involved the world 
in arms, and drawn forth thoufands of vvil- 
Jing and determined vi(films to the opinions 
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they had embraced. In his code of law s, ab- 
ilinence was enentialJy nccelTIiry to fubordi- 
nation and health. Zeal was inculcated and 
ftrengthened by the liberal prumifc of plun¬ 
der in the prefent world, and of the highell 
gratification of renfua! pf afurcs in that to 
come. He flren^thiincd 1 is religion by ihe 
fpirit of predellination, and the iM.rtainty of 
eternal Iwppinef!; ro thole who IhouIJ be 
killed in battle. I'lie road was open to pre¬ 
ferment from the loweft: to the higheft orders 
of his fubjecfs, and Ilri^l difcipline was 
every where preferved. He carefully ftndied 
the temper and difp'ontion of his people, the 
effeti of climate, and the paHions rcl'ulting 
from it i he contrived to work up the minds 
of his adherents to a pitch of religious 
frenzy, fupported hy bigotry and fupcrfti- 
tion, before w'hich all reiifiance w^as in vain, 
and carried fire and fword id every dire< 5 tion, 
under tbe fpecious pretext of making profe- 
lytes to his new- religion. 

Othman, the founder of the Ottoman Em¬ 
pire, was poffeffcd of abilities and enterprife r 
he had powers fufheient to reafon on eaufes 
and cffcdls, and to draw from both the pro¬ 
per inferences and conclulions* That fy ftem 

which 
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which had added fo materially to the briU 
liancy of Mahomed’s fucceffors, could not fail 
of being equally advantageous to lilm, pro*. 
%ddcd he could dircdl the current of opinion 
into the fame or ^milar channels, 0th* 
man commenced his career by converting 
religion to the vileft purpofes of rapine and 
devailation. The religious orders of all 
claHcs were dirc<acd to procbim and enforce 
the domineering fpirit of their anceilorSt 
“ that nothing was fo worthy of a Mahome- 
** dan as reducing the whole univerieto their 
law', and in particular to undertake the 
" entire reduflion of Chriftendom.” As a 
prince of a military fpirit, he put himfelfat the 
head of his army; he diredted obedience and 
difciplinc, and his pumflitnents were juft, 
though fevere and inllantancous. His ob¬ 
ject being conqueft, he turned his attention 
to the rcdudlion of the little ftates of Cara- 
mania^ which he without difficulty fubjeCled 
to his pow'cr. He now proceeded wuth his 
army towards Bithynia, a fruitful and plea- 
fant country, bounded hy the Bofphorus and 
Propontis on the well, on the fouth by Mount 
Olympus, on the north by the Euxirte Sea, 
and on the call by the river Parthenjus, This 
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kingdom fell under the yoke* and he fcttled 
himfclf at Biirfa, or Prula, a large and popu- 
lous city, where he efiablillicd the capital of 
his new empire, and to which nearly the 
whale of Afia Minor was fpeedily added. 

To Othman fuccecdcd a race ol princes, 
who, like him, united to energy and perfonal 
courage, that fyftem of dcvaftaiion, rapine, 
and fanguinaiy cruelty, which ftamped the 
charader of the Turks above all the nations 
of the earth. From 1308, the year tvliich 
terminated the life of Othman, they con- 
tlnued in a continual career of vidlory, till, 
under the reign of their great lawgiver. So- 
lyman the Magnificent,, they attained the 
fummit of tl^eir perfection, and in particular 
they excelled all other countries of their lime 
in the military art; at this period the Turks 
were doiibticfs the firft nation in the world, 
for the arts and fcicnccs were only begiii- 
ning to beam their kindly influence over 
Europe. During their original fuccefles, 
their fovereigns were contented with the ap¬ 
pellation of Sultan, and it was not till after 
the taking of Conftantinople that they af- 
fumed the title of Emperor, To mark the 
gradation by which they rofc to their exalted 
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pitch of power and greatnefs, it need only 
be obferved* Unit in the year i,(j62 tlic 
-Turks took Adriunoplc from the Greeks^ 
which they made their feat of empire, and 
by the year 1393, Bajazet the FIrft had con- 
tiered Thrace, Macedonia, ThejTaly, and 
the greateft part of Meilia and Bulgaria. In 
tlie year 1445, Amurat the Second took tlie 
Peleponefus and all Greece. Scanderbeg, 
prince of Ip If us, long and fucccf&fully op- 
pofed himjf he led his faithful adherents with 
imexampied courage and perfevcrancc, and re¬ 
peatedly defeated the Turks, to whom he was 
a continual fcourge, till death deprived his ^ 
country of his patriotic efforts in the caufc of 
liberty and mdependence, ITic Turks were 
now firmly fixed in Europe, and IiaJ kit the, 
Greek emperors little befide the city of Con- 
ffantlnople : neither were they left long to 
poffefs the lart lUke of their original great- 
nefs. On the sgth of May, 1453. the city 
vvas lacked by Mahomet the Second i this 
event was nurked by adls of barbarity and 
cruelty blocking to luimantty. Conffantino- 
ple exceeded in grandeur and rithnels all 
the cities in the univerfc, wdven it fell a prey 
to the rapacious grafp of the Turks. Baja- 
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2ct the Second follot^’ed the footfteps of his 
father Mahomet, whofe good fortune did not 
, foriake him. Solyman the Second, named the 
Magnificent, turning his arms to the Eaft; 
in the year 1534 took Bagdad, all AiTyria, 
and,Mefopotamia, then fubjedf' to the crow'ii 
of Perfia ; tit 1^74? Sefim the Second over¬ 
ran Moldavia aitd all Wallacliia, took the 
iiland of Cyprus and part of Dalmatia from 
the Venetians. The enmity of’*hc Turks 
fcemed now to be particularly pointed againfi: 
this republic. About the middle of the lyth 
century eommertced the grcsit contefh for (he 
tfland of Candia: h had always been the 
polfcj’' of the Turks, 011 the apptamnee ofdif* 
content or broils at home, to turn the at¬ 
tention of I heir fubjedls to foreign wars ; and 
it was an eftablifhed maxim, that it was not 
permitted, for the emperor of that ntition to 
remain indolent at home, pofieillng only the 
dominion which had been handed down to 
him from poftcrity; but it w'as his duty, by 
continued and incrcafed exertions, to accu¬ 
mulate more and more, and extend the 
faith of Mahomet to the extremities of the 
globe. 

Jn the year 1645, Ihrahim landed 74,000 

men 
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fiKii in Candia, but the famcus fiegc dkf 
not commence till his fucceflbr Mahomet 
the Fourth, on the nth of May, 1667, 
began the attack. During the Acge not 
lets than 40,000 Chri/ljans and 120,000 
Turks fell on both fides. Candia furrender- 
cd in 16%, at which time it was obferved by 
Dc la Quillatiere, a French traveller, on the 
fpot, ** that the difference between the Turks 
and other European powers, in martial 
“ difeipline, coniilkd in tlie former being 
more obedient to their officers, Itavtng 
** more unity amongft themfclves, being 
’* more fober and lefs fugitive,** 

We have now traced the empire of fh c 
Turks from its origin to the zenith of its 
glory. Since that period to the prefcnt time 
it has been and fliil continues to be on the de¬ 
cline 3 as it is a dominion not formed for du¬ 
rability by reciprocal laws between the Ibv^ 
reign and the fubjedt, we need not be fur-, 
prifed at its fudden diflblution: when that 
event Ihall take place, the fmalleft veftige of 
its power will be totally obliterated. A 
power founded in blood and ufurpation, 
whole annals are an. ul'efu! IcfTon, and afford 

but 
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but too ntony intbiiicos of the dcpiaviiy of thd 

humiin heart. 

Captain jervis, biiing now recovered frotn 
a fevers attack of a malignant fever, oce;tfion- 
ed 'by the IVagnant ^vattr which ftirrounded 
BuiTora, a complaint at this time common to 
all the inhabitants, and the Refidcnt luiving 
iinifhcd his difpatcbcs for India, wt em» 
barked on the Intrepid, a Company*scrUlster, 
mounting fourteen lix-pounders. On the 
afternoon of the S4rh bf Jaiutary , 1790, at 
hx o’clock, wc weighed anchor from the 
Shat-el-A mb, or river ot BulTora, and with 
a favourable wind and Urong current we 
Ikik'd along its delightlLil banks, covered 
with date trcfs, and exhibiting a moft plea- 
ling and verdant appearance; it leemed one 
continued garden, The water of the river, 
although of a whitilli colour, and extremely 
muddy, after Handing a fciv hours the ledi- 
ment falls to the bottom, and leaves it light, 
pure, and pleafmt to the tartc. 

January 25th. Early this morning wt 
palled the ftc of old Balibra, fo famotts 
in the Arabian Kights* Entertainments, now 
in ruins. Its remains are on the Perilan fide, 
above a mile from the river, and it is faid 

in 
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in former times to have been very lafge 
<mtl magnificent. We continuKi our courfe 
to the flats which arc formed by an immenfe 
body of water paffing over the fhaiiow 
banks at the bottom of the Gulf of Perfia, 
and for many hours we Joil fight of land, 
w'itUout beginning to deepen our water beyond 
four fathoms. There is but one channel by 
tvhJch a fiiip of any burden can approach 
the entrance of the rh'er, and there is not a 
land-mark of any kind. It becomes rhere- 
tore necelTary for eveiy' fitip to receive on 
board a pilot of the country. Tiic one we had 
got was not only extremely ignorant, but 
alfo timid- At four o'clock, with tbc lead 
going, we fuddenly Ihoaled on water under 
three fathoms. This occafioned fome de¬ 
gree of alarm, as the ivind was frefh, with a, 
confidcrabic fwcll, in place of deepening our 
water, it became more Jhallow. The pilot 
by this time appeared lofl and fiupid, and in 
the courfe of a few^ minutes the veficl itruck 
with great violence; the Ihock was fo great, 
that thole above loft their footing, and fell on 
the deck. We how'cvcr bounded off, but in 
a few feconds ftruck again, and the third 
time it happened our rudder was broken in 

two 
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two immediately below the counter. As 
we hod no rudder drains, it funk from the 
weight of the iron work necclTary to keep jt 
togetlrcr. It now impollible to guide 
the veJTcl; the fails were fluttering about, and 
w'c expected every moment that the veflel 
would go in pieces. Nothing could be feen 
around but a wide espanfe of ihi. The 
evening was coming on. and wc had only 
one fmali boat to depend on. Luckily for 
us, one fide of the channel was foft, whilll 
the other on which we flruck was fandy and 
hard. The head of the Ihlp took the direc¬ 
tion of the former, and fixed herfelf in a bed 
of mud, fo as to become incapable of mo¬ 
tion, The fails were quickly handed, and 
an anchor Jet go, and the lea continued to 
make breaches over us. Night coming on, our 
fituatioii was not much to be envied, and we 
had time to rcflcdl on wdtat was moll proper 
to be done. After confulting with Captain 
Jervis, I determined to Jifpatch our boat in 
the morning with the pilot to Mr, Manelly 
at Bufibra, requelling his immediate ailift- 
ance. We bad but little refl, and by break 
of day 1 forwarded by that conveyance the 
following letter: 
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TO SAMUEL MAME3TV, E$Q^ 

" Refidcni for ilifi Affiiirs of EngUil, Nation at BulTtjra. 

Sir, 

“ It is with great concern I acquaint you 
of the fituation of the Intrepid from thclofs 
of her rudder, the particulars of which you 
will be informed of by Captain Jervis, 

" The packet entnifted to my ctuc be- 
comingnowa matterof ferious confideration, 
efpccially if the machine now conftrufling 
on board niould not fully anfwerthe purpofc, 

I have therefore to join in the requeft made 
by Captain Jervis for afliilance, and to beg 
that you will provide a proper country boat to 
carry the diipatches to the Prefidency withojit 
lols of time, Ihould it become neceflary for 
the Intrepid to refit at BulTora or Bulliire. 
On the arrival ot fuch alliflance and boat at 
the Bar without finding the vcITel, it W'ill then . 
be neccflaiy forthem to join us with all fpced 
at Biifhire, in order to efcort us down the 
gulf, I am unacquainted with the fitua¬ 
tion of Buihire in regard to conveyance, and 
yet at a lofs to fey how the machine may an- 
VoL, I. X fwer; 
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fwcr i our dtrpentlance muft therefore reft on 
vour exertions, 

,r 

" lam, Sm, 

“ Your verj' obedient Servant, 

“ John Taylor. 

<■ IsTsmo, Bussosa Bab, 

“ 4^th Jat)- *790-" 

Wc now began to turn our thoughts to the 
ct^uipment of a fttering machine, by which 
wc might, iis tile weather w'as by this time 
moderate, reach the port of Bufhire, Wc 
had heard of fuch con fir uil ions, but no one 
on board had an adequate ideahow' it was to 
be made; the carpenter let to work, but he 
performed his talk in fo bungling and cl umfy 
a manner, that it was very ibon difeovered iliat 
his labours "would prove totally incfi'e<fiual. 
Mr. Blackadcr, svliofe fertile imagination 
had from the beginning of our misfortune 
been bufily employed, offered his fei;vices: 
tvitil the aiTirtance of a fpate top-mafl: which 
wc had on board he comnrenced his opera¬ 
tions, and in a little tinte, by the means of 
his diredions, a temporary rudder was 
finifhed, which anUvered the purpolc much 
beyond our expectations. The maft was cut 
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to a Icngih, uhich alloived about two fee* 
anJ a half of the i'malfeft end to be im- 
merfed m the water, ^vh^lc the other was 
attached fay a fmaJJ cable to the rudder- 
poft under the counter: this end of the 
niaft was covered with mats and old faij- 
cloth, in order to prevent its too violent fric¬ 
tion or knocking violently againft the rud- 
dcr-poft, by which the fafety of the (hip 
might have been materially endangered : that 
end of the mart which was intended by its 
loco-motion to guide the vclTcI was ren- 
dcrctl more powerful by thin planks fixed 
on each fide: from the railing of the 
quarter-deck fliort fpars were made fall, 
one on the ftarboard and the other on the lar¬ 
board fide; from each of thefe ropes were ' 
reeved through fma]] pulleys, which were 
made faft to the mafi, rather lower than half 
>vay down : by this means w'c had the com¬ 
plete command, and could readily move the 
machine at pleafurc. The appearance of the 
/hip was I muft allow rather ridiculous, and 
i c Jcjigth of our tail afforded ati opparJu- 
inty of palling many jokes at our own ex- 
pence. It was fortunately, when we ftnick, 
the tide of ebb - the return of the flood 
^ 2 * floated 
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iloa^cd the and enabled us to come to 

an anchor, after having fearched for and dif- 
covered the proper channel. The wind being 
fair and ver)' light, wc rcfolvcd to make an 
attempt to get away. 

gift. Accordingly we got the anchor up, 
the final! fails were fct. To our great 
fatisfa<ftion we found the vefTe! in every ref- 
pe^t obeyed our newly-confiructcd helm: 
W'c had during all this delay been exceed¬ 
ingly anxious for advices frooi Buftbra. In 
the evening of the goth the boat returned 
with a letter from ilie Prcfidency of tliat 
place. 

“ TO JOHN TAYLOR, ES<3^ 

“ Sir, 

“ Tnr, Refident yefterday mt^ning rc- 
cciytd your letter of the 25th inftant, and we 
much lament the unfortunate accident which 
has happened to the Honourable Conipanj’’s 
fnow tli.c Intrepid. 

" We have with pleafurc taken every mca- 
furc in our power to render the Intrepid affiftT 
ance, and to expedite your arrival at the 
Prelideiucy. In con fc queue e of an applica¬ 
tion nude by us to the Government of 

this 
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this place, twb vcffcls belonging to the Paciia 
of will depart from hence this even¬ 

ing on their way to the Bar of Buirora River, 
or to Cote AhdittJa, in one of which places 
wc fiippofe that the Intrepid may be now 
lying, in order to render affiihince to that 
vcflel, and a third veflel belonging alfo to the 
Pacha of Bagilad will afecompany them, in 
order cither to attend the Intrepid to Mufeat, 
or to afibrd you conveyance to that port, as 
may be found mofi expedient. 

“ We cnclofe two Arabic letters from the 
Refident, the one for Shcick Calphnn, the 
Governor of Mufeat, and the other for tlic 
Englilh Broker at that port, which in the 
event of your proceeding i hither we requeft 
may be carefully delivered. They contain 
the necefl'ary rcqucfls and oniers for your 
being fpecdily fupplied whli a fuitablc con¬ 
veyance from Mufeat to Bombay, 

" We wifti you a fpeedy and pleafant paf* 
lage to Bombay, and we arc, with efleem, 

" Sir, 

“ Your very obedient humble ServanLi, 

" Bussora, ** Sa^iuel Manestv, 

1790. ** Harford Jones,’* 

Z ^ The 


( 342 ) 

The (hips mentioned in the letter made 
their appearance in the evening of the 3 ill. 
When they came up_ with us, they hailed us 
and communicated their orders: they proved 
to be Turkilh fliips of war belonging to the 
Paclialjc of Bagdad, die largcft of which 
mounted twenty guns. After accompany mg 
us to the road of Bufliire, the two largefl 
took their leave while we came to an an¬ 
chor without any material occurrence. 

February ill. It being rather late, and the 
road of Bufhire being at the difiance of fe- 
veral miles from the town, we delayed going 
on Ifiorc till morning. 

2d. At ten o’clock we left the Hi ip, and 
did not reach tlie Hiore till half pail twelve, 
when ive landed on 3 hard beach, where 
we found Mti Watkins the Refidciit waiting 
to receive us. This gentk-man conduiled us 
to the Englifli where he rcfided, and 

where he politely rcquciled us to take up an 
abode iluring the few days ivhich the fhip 
would be necelTarily detained at this port: there 
were a few articles of trade on board, and Ibmc 
neceflaries feiii from BulTora, which were to 
he landed, and time was to be allowed for the 
Refident to make up his difpatches for Bom- ■* 
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bay, all which w-oiild take up three or four 
days. As our rudder had anfwered fo ex¬ 
tremely w'cll, we had but little apprehcnfioo 
Oil that fcorc, and we determined not to lofc 
a moment on account of it. In cafe of acci¬ 
dents, Captain Jervis thought proper to 
procure a fpare hoom and a few fpars, 
diat we might eafily replace any damage that 
Ihould occur in our paffage to the coafl of 
Malabar; we had bcHdes, if we chofe, 
the advantage of the Turkiflt rtiip to 
convoy us to Mu feat, where we could be 
provided with another conveyance, or with 
the aflirtancc necdlary to conftruQ: a rudder. 
Mufeat is a confiderablc lea-port, lituated in 
Arabia Felix, and carries on a great trade 
w'ith Surat and Bombay : from this frequent 
jiitercoiirfc, the voyage to India, with a fa¬ 
vourable wind, not being more than eight 
or ten da^'s, the Imaum, or Governor, and his 
Jubjeds arc on the terms of particular friend- 
lliip w'iih the Englifli, and are more enlight¬ 
ened, and by far kfs llridt than any other 
clafs of MufTulmcn, in the Indian feas. 

We were hofpitabiy entertained at dinner 
by Mr. Watkins, and in the evening we 
took, a walk to view the toum. There is very 
Z 4 little 
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little worthy of remark in Bu/hire j it is 
fmall, and as wood is fcarce in Perfia, it is 
confequently poorly built. It is fubjedt 
to an Arab, w-hofe name is Sheick Kaflcer, 
and who is tributary to t!mt kingdom. 
The houfes are conflruacd of white bricks, 
the fame as tbofc at BuiToia. On account of 
the excefiivc hcat» there is a particular room 
elevated above the flat roofs of their houfes, 
which has the appearance of a fquarc tur¬ 
ret, In the walls there are interfliccs cut for 
the free admiition of air, and this is in gctic- 
ra! the bed-chamber of the favourite Sultana 
of the fiimily, for the men in the hot weather 
JJeep in the open air on the tops of the houfes. 
The Englifli fadfory is not large but commodi¬ 
ous enough, and from the walls being done 
over ivith a day of light gray colour, it car¬ 
ries the air of clcaniinefs andcoolncfs. The 
bay is large and iliallow, and afforded but a 
poor appearance, there being only a few fmall 
veffds to be feen befides one large old Ihip, 
rendered quite ufelefs: it feemed nearly as 
large as a iixty-four. This wc were in¬ 
formed belonged to the navy of Nadir 
Shaw, and had kin negteaed almoft eier 
fmcc hk death. The trade is very confined. 

and 
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and is carried oi; chiefly by means of caravans, 
of camels, horfes, and bullocks, with the 
famous city of Chiraz, or Schiras, the capi¬ 
tal of the fineft province of the Perfian em¬ 
pire. Within fifty miles of this place are yet 
to be feen the ruins of Pertepolis, the moft 
magnificent in the world. The article of 
commerce with which the kingdom of Perfla 
abounds are rarious; in particular, fine car¬ 
pets, wrought fiIvor and pearls, excellent to¬ 
bacco, and cotton. The principal commodities 
taken in return, are, Englifh broad-cloth, 
particularly fcarlet and yellow. Manchertcr 
printed cottons were fuggefted as likely to 
anfwer the Perfian market. Some of thq 
moll: brilliant patterns were feleiled and fent 
to Bufhire; but they by no means fuited the 
taftc of the Perfians: what appeared ex¬ 
tremely handfbmc iti the eyes of an European 
was difregardtd by that people; and the 
more fimple, though perhaps not Icfs ele¬ 
gant patterns, of their own w'cre preferred. It 
might be worth while to carry the experi¬ 
ment a little further, and it ivould very well 
repay the trouble and expence, provided fo 
material a branch of our manufa^lurcs could 
he introduced into Perfia. TJie experiment 

to 
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to whicJi I allutic is, to print on fine cotton, 
figures, fuch as arc common in India and 
Perfia, with the moft vivid colours that can 
be procured, and, in Ihort, by variety and at¬ 
tention to their national tafte and chara^er, 
induce them to become purchafers of thofc 
and fuch of our commodities as arc the manu¬ 
facture of Great Britain, 

The Refidem being provided with fomc 
good hoHcs, and alJb with greyhounds for 
the breed, of which this country is remark¬ 
able, I wiihed much to make an excurlion in 
the country-, Mr, Watkins did not hefitare 
to maKc the oiler of accompanying me, and 
early in the morning wc fet out togetiter. 

On quitting the town we entered on 
a very cxtctrlivc plain, the foil of which 
was remarkably good, Wc fiiw but few 
villages, and thole by no means populous. 
The country was not divided by walls or 
ditches of any kind, and not a tree was to he 
fecn but fuch as grew dole to tbehoufes of the 
inhabitants, We incr a few ftraggling caravans 
and Tome hulbandmcn preparing the ground 
for feed: in general, cultivation apcatcd to be 
attended to, but the traces of former and 
grtarcr population and indulby were cafily 

difeover-^ 
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difcovcrable. An iiicrctlible number of diy 
wells, fubftantialfy built with itoncand mor¬ 
tar, with the niins of liateJy houfes and vil- 
lagcs, recalled to mind the former affluent 
Hate of the kingdom of Perfia. The vines 
fpread their luxuriant branthes all around 
them, andfeemed to forebode that thofe plains 
would again become the feat of plenty. Wc 
faw no hares, but had excellent iport with a 
fox, which the grey hounds purfucd,andafter a 
chafe of a quarter of an hour killed; this ani¬ 
mal was much fmalier in fize than the foxes 
are in Europe, being very little bigger than 
a large hare. Tlic fur was tolerably fine, 
and the brufli I brouglit ax\Tiy in triumph. 
As the fun was now high, we returned to 
Hulhirc to brcakfajl a good deal fiittgucd 
with our long ride. The living at Bulhire 
was by no means to he compared to that wc 
experienced during our refidence at BulTora, 
We were fuppHeJ with fi(h neither remark¬ 
able for their fizc nor flavour j thefe, with 
forac tolerable murionand fmall fowls, were 
the only things procurable a: this place. 
What llfuck me as very c:xtraordinarv, vege¬ 
tables tvere by no means abundant; but the 
wine of Schiras made aniple amends: it is 
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rich, full, find generous, and when old may 
be compared to the bed produaions of any 
countiy or climate. The new wine has a 
difagreeable roughnefs, which age wears off, 
ft is to be had both white and red, but the 
firft is eftcemed the moff. We obtained 
ibmc delicious tobacco, which Is undoubt¬ 
edly not only the moft beautiful and de¬ 
licate, bat alfo the mitdell I ever taffed. 
Its colour is a light yellow approaching to 
brown, and as tranfparent as amber. The 
Perfiaiis are notorioufly given to fmoking to¬ 
bacco, and there arc no people \\'ho have 
fuch variety, or who go to fo much expenee 
in ihcir fmoking machines. They have bc- 
fide the hooka and the long pipe, the calnc, 
the nargil, and the kcrim caun. Rofe wa¬ 
ter and ambergrife arc made ufe of with 
other fpices and pcrfvimcs, fo as to render 
the vulgar habit of fmoking tobacco an 
elegant and cxpcnfive luxury . The weed it- 
feU, after having been wafhed two or th“ce 
times in rofc water, mixed with the fineft 
fugar-candy, is foftened by- the addition of 
rofe buds and npe plantains. If it U buried 
in frclh earth for five or fix weeks, it adds 
to its mildnefs and falubrity. The bottom 

part 
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psirt of the machine is nearly fiUcd with 
cool water, and the long winding tube 
through which the fmokc afcends is fre¬ 
quently refrefhed with ambergrife and per¬ 
fumes. The tobacco is often repleniflied, 
and attention to the different duties gives 
fufficient employment to two fervants, who 
are kept for no other pnrpofe. 1 have 
knowm in India, the eftablilliment of a 
hooka comme il faut amount to the monthly 
fum of iixty rupees^ a fum little lefs than 
eight pounds fferling, and with prudent ma¬ 
nagement amply fufficient to rear a family 
in Europe decently and comfortably. Be¬ 
fore leaving Bulhire we were ftiown a ma- 
nufafturc in imitation of lhawls, remarkably 
fine and pretty, and, excepting in regard to 
their hardnefs, much fuperipr to tSie real 
ones. They were of different colours, and 
variegated after the fame fafhion wdth the 
manufafliire of Cafhmcre; the price being 
moderate, wc purchafed a few, and in India 
they were much admired. Having fully 
fatisfied our curl oil ty in the courfe of the 
three days' refidence at Bufhire, we were 
well pleafed to return on board, and fet fail 
for the ultimate place of our deffination, 

February 
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February ^th. We W'eighed anchor. aU 
tended by our confort the Turk, who ac¬ 
companied us for ru^o days, when we liif- 
wiifTed him, having no further occafion for 
his iervices. The Gulf or Pertia is much 
iufeAed ^vith pirates, and it is therefore 
better to keep in tlie middJe of the ftream. 
There are numbcrlefs Arab Sheicks on both 
lides of the Perfian Gulf, who have all 
fleets for the purpofes of piracy and plun¬ 
der *. The kingdom of Per ha has, in par¬ 
ticular, 

* The Chaub ranks nexi to the Turks, or rather to 
tlir Pacha of in point ef maritime ftrergili. 

His ^pital Is Durac, ruppofed to be the Sufa of AIck- 
andcr. Tlie dtdiia which he pciirBlTw extends a coup- 
derabk Way on the wtkra hanks ot the Shat-cl-Arab, 
and his Beet conpBs pf a few ilotii tcBeIs, well man net! 
ami armed. The Shokk of Jijfar, whofe counirv lies 
10 the weftward of Cape Muflcldom, on (he Arabian 
iide, has alfo n naval force. His fi«i arc moftly Docs, 
which ire iJl-conllruiFlcd vcltti, with matted fides, ami 
lolly Herns, built of timber, as their bottoms and pnws 
are. The finaUcH mount four guns, but the latgeH 
tarry eighteen, and they are filled ivjth men. The Per- 
fjars^havc never Lecn famous for naval esenion; biu 
the mort part of the klTet Sheicks, fuch as the Sbelck 
of Bandarect, &c. equip according to their capacity and 
power, fmall cruviers, which frequently obPmft trading 
vefTcls. Not many years ago the Antelope, belotigtng to 
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ticular, from local clrcumftanccs, encouraged 
th i s fy ftem cjf depredation. S Incc the death o f 
Nadir Shaw it has been in a continued ftate 
of anarchy and dlforder. One ufurpation 
has inccfliintly protruded anothcft and which 
has always tenninated in the maflacre of tlie 
depol'cd monarch. Revolt has been equally 
rapid, and whole countries have been depo¬ 
pulated ; travelling is every where uufafe, 
and there can be no faith between man and 
man: in fhort, the whole of Perfia is be¬ 
come only ht for the habitation of the tiger 
and panther; animals not more the enemy 
oi man than the human race are pften to 
iliemitivcs. Pcrlia is, no doubt, capable of 
being made a tcxreftrial paradife, for ivith- 
out a doubt nature has not produced the 
paragon of this fine country, ft abounds 
with the iinell and befl articles of the 
moft neteflary, and alio of the moft lux- 
rious demand. The fruits of all kinds, 

Bombay, was ^teti by ihe Slielck of ]ulhtr. This cir- 
cumfiance is jutntlond by Col. Gapjwr in Ins Memo'- 
rial, adiiritred to the Court of Diredors of the £aR-In- 
<Jia Cunipaoy ituhc year 1784, as alfo his apprehcnlloos 
of the pirates fti the Gulf of Perfia, Thefe facts point 
ths neccJJtiy of there always being at lesll one Eng-, 
dilb vellti force in thde Teas. 
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giapes, inulberries, oranges, peaches, and 
nc^annes.-piflachm nuts and dates, arcexqui^ 
ftte. The country produces grain of every 
defeription, and cotton and filk in profufion; 
from thefe materials, clothes of cotton and 
iilks arc made, and fine carpets from their 
wool. They poflefs goo<i horfes, and large 
droves and flocks of cattle, fiicep, and goats : 
gold. iilve-T, pearls, and wliat is more ufefuJ, 
iron, are alfo found; their wine is much 
boalfed of, and tiieir trees drop ntiinna. 
Where can vee find fb many cacelJcncies com¬ 
bined, or where fhall we difeover fo cruel a 
perverfion of every thing gratifying and in¬ 
dulgent ? 

The Gulf of Perfia has, for ages back, 
from the imperious and overbearing temper 
of m;m, been the fccnc of contention and 
bloodfhcd : the Portuguefc, very fonn after 
the difeovery of the pollage to India, found 
their way to this great channel of commerce 
and enterprife. In the year 1507, they were 
cflablifhcd in the Iflaud of Ormus, and ivhich 
became a place of confidcrable trade, till it 
was taken by the Perfians, but affifted by us, 
in thcycar 1662* The Portuguefc, driven from 
hence, took Mufeat, where tliey builta caftJe 
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about the year 1650. but they were eipelkd 
hy the Arabs, who put them all to the 
fword. excepting eighteen, who became con* 
vcm to Mahomedanifm: other nations have 
followed their example, and it has alfo been 
the grave of many of our countrymen, but all 
their exertions have not been able to acquire 
Ifctbility, 

The Dutch had a lettlement on the ifland 
of Karac^, about the year 1750; but their 
bad condua exafperated the Sheick of Ban- 
derick, who took pofTcllion of the ilkmd, and 
drove out the Dutch. Our fubfequent wars 
n, in tliat quarter, and the mlfmanagernent at¬ 
tending them, would-only exhibit folly, ig¬ 
norance, and imprudence j and it is therefore 
prudent to draw a veil over the deplorable 
piifture. 


• TTit: illars! of Kanic {ittiatfflf within lidrty leagues 
of the Sbat-cl-Arab, and half ivjy between the cnailj of 
Aiabm and Pcrlia. Here fliips proceeding to Biiflbira ge¬ 
nerally call for a pilot; it is Hve miles m length, and 
between two and three in brndth. This ifland i*s ex- 
tremely well calculated to beconie a fettlement for an 
European power, and mlgbi be brought to command the 
whole trade of the furrounding Ihorcs, 

Vot. [. A a 
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lictofc wc got Oot of the GuU of Perfi^i- 
we experienced ft heavy gale of wind, which 
Lifted nearly twenty-four hours, and proved 
ft fevere trial ro our ftcering machine, and we 
\vere not without alarm left any part of it 
ihould give way ; the wind was contrary 
with ludden fqualls, and w'c were in a 
narrow part of the. Gulf amongft the 
iflivntb, between Cape Jacques on the Per- 
flan, and Cape MulUldon on the Arabian ' 
ftioa’, which forms the entrance of the 
(hvlf' of Pcrfia. Here are fevcnl fnrali 
iflands and rocks called the Tombs, and 
nthtrs called the Coins, which makes thb 
yiart of t!ie Gulf extremely dangerous; 
the lliip was obliged to be tacked every halt 
hour, w liich occalioxtod u conhdciftble ftrain 
on the machine f it, however, ilood the trial, 
w'lthout any material accident haying Imp- 
picnetl, 

Feb t^th. Having pafTed the ifland of Or- 
mns, we Toon launched into the Arabian Stir, 
wild we ftuod to the Eaftward until the even¬ 
ing of the aad. Captain Jervis had at this 
rime by his reckoning, nearly made the illand 
of Bombay t about ten o’clock at night vve 
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Were akrined by a noiic on. the quarter deck* 
for every thing liiid been Itlthcrto quiets the lea 
was fmooth.and the moon (hone very bright* 
On going on deck, we bad the piealing light 
of the back of MaJabar Hill, on the iiland of 
Bombay, clofe under our bow j the fiiip Iiad 
run within a very Ihort diftance of the land* 
before the officer difeovered her htuation, and 
evety other perfon itad been equally inatten¬ 
tive : had not the w-cather been moderate, the 
volTel iv'ould moll likely have ba‘n on fiiorc ; 
vvith a little exertion wc got the veflirl oft' 
the land, and flood for the entrance of the 
harbour; the light-houfe \^'as foon difeover* 
ed, and in tlic morning we faw the town 
and the ffilps at anclior. The lignal 
thrown out at day-break, for her being a 
packet from Buffbra, but as the wind 
light we did not reach the anchoring ground 
till near one, when 1 went on Ihorc and 
delivered the packets of letters entrufted 
to my care into the Imnds of General Abcr- 
tromby, the Governor of Bombay. Mrs* 
I'aylor, and Mr. Blackader, landed foon 
after, when we were received under the hof- 
pitablc roof of our triend Mr. Rivcti, whofe 
urbanity has been equally diftinguifhed and 
A a 2 admired. 
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atimircd. On my arrival at this prefidcncy; I 
found that hoflilttics had commenced with 
the Sultan of My fore: this war, which, how¬ 
ever juft in itfelf, might have Jed to cOnfe- 
quences deftrudive to the interefts of a great 
commerciaf nation like our own; became 
of the firft importance to the relati ve and po¬ 
litical connections, which Tub lift between 
Great Britain and her Eaftem pofTeflions, 

It wfll be allowed, that a countiy retained 
in fubjedlion by the pow’er of the fword, is a 
novelty in the hiftory of our country. The 
propriety of the means, by which the re¬ 
mote dependency has been acquired, and is 
ftill maintained, has been difputcd on the 
ground of both morality and political w if- 
dom; but on this fubjed I ftiall only ob- 
ferve, that we have palled the Rubicon, and 
that there is not any room for a fafe retreat. 
The fortunes, the lives of thoufands depend 
on the prefervation and profperity of our 
lettJements in the Eaft: India is a prop to 
England, labouring under the prelTurc of ac¬ 
cumulated taxes, and to the eye of political 
wifdom prefeirts a field of new and growing 
relburce- The general interefts and finances 
of Britain, now, indeed, fo intimately blend- 

cd 
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ed with our pofTcflions in India, are annually 
brought forward by ad min iff rati on, as afford¬ 
ing on the fubje^ll of way s and means an ad¬ 
ditional fund of credit to that parliamentary 
fecurity, which, by rcafon of the free conftitu- 
tion, and inviolate good faith of the Britifh 
government, has ftamped a value on the Bii- 
tifh funds, unknown in any other ftate or 
country upon earth. 

To render our Indian pofleifions of per- 
nianent utility to Britain, will be the fteady 
purpolc of every wife ad min ifl rat ion. This, 
however, will be a difficult, as well as it is 
an important talk : to unite equity and mo¬ 
deration, with that vigour and promptitude 
which arc neceflary for the adminiflrarion of 
countries, at a vaft diffance from the feat of 
government j to dilfribute the patronage 
w'hich attends that admlniflration, in fuch 
a manner as to preferve entire the free fpirit 
of the Britifli conHitution j to join together 
the great advantages to be derived from an 
tmmenfe monopoly, and thole which ac¬ 
company and flow from fro: trade; to re¬ 
concile the juftexpe^ationsof the Eail-India 
Company, with thofe of the manufaftuics 
and individual traders of Great Britain; and, 
A 33 on 
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on the whole, to arrange in one harmonious 
iyftem the %vcalLh of India: concord among 
all the fubjefls of Great Britain, and the pu¬ 
rify of the Britifli conftitutton, is a great but 
an arduous work. I am fully perfuacted that 
the poiTclfion of India may be ftill made 
more and more conducive to the promotion, 
not only of the general commerce and public 
revenue of Britain, but even, of the intereils 
of the Eaft-lndia Company j in as much, as 
if from cxifimg circumftances they have been 
partially circumferibed, they may tend alfo 
to a prolongation of tlicir cxiftence. In con¬ 
templating the conncdlion that has grown up 
between Great Britain and the Eaft Indies, 
and which it is our object to coniirm and 
perpetuate, the firft idea timt occurs is, 
the relative Jituation of thofc countries to 
each other in refpedt of place : tliis circum- 
rtance of local lit nation feems, at firft light, 
to throw an air of ridicule on every attenrpt 
to form a perpetual band between countries 
feparated from each other by an interval of 
ten thoufand miles. It mud be owned that 
this imiticnie diftance is not without many 
political inconveniences; yet, it may per¬ 
haps be aiErmctl, that it is Jefs difficult to 
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cAabliili a permanent connection between a 
parent llate and colonics, wliea they ate at 
too great a didance, than when they are too 
near to each other. Spain loft Portugal, 
and kept Peru. I Ihall not flop here to 
dilplajr the rcaibns that incline me to en¬ 
tertain this paradojc, any farther than juft 
to obferve in general, that they are founded 
on that duality and fennentation of fpirit, 
which equal pretenfions and quick Intelii- 
‘gence, breed and nourllh bet^vecn contiguotis 
ftates and kingdoms. The Eail Indies ace 
more remote than we could with: however, a 
moderate and mild government, that.refpects 
ancient privileges, manners, cultnoms, and 
opinions, will eoncdiaie the aftefttons and 
fecurc the tranquillity of the pacific Hin¬ 
doos. Though the ifland of Great Britain 
be not fo fivoiirably fituated for intercourfc 
with India, whether commercial or political, 
as fome other kingdoms of Europe, ftie nc- 
vcrthclcfs enjoys many lingular advantages, 
in numerous harbours and docks tor llup- 
ping, the national fpirit and enterprife of 
the people, and their turn for fea-faring 
life. With thefe advantages, Britain bids 
as fair to retain her foreign fettleraents, as 
A a 4 any 
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any other nation wlutfoever, provided that 
die adopt fuch arrangements and inftituti- 
ons as found policy didates : and as encou¬ 
ragement for the Britifli legLHatuie, to form 
and adopt fuch aErangements and inilltu- 
tions, it is to be obferved, that the wealth 
of India does not con fill, like tliat of Mexi¬ 
co and Peru, in gold and filver, which, as is 
univerfally known, impoverifhed and depo- 
puJated Spain, but in articles of more in- 
trinGc and permanent value; articles, which 
require and nouriih labour and promote in- 
duftry, tile true fource of population and 
narionaJ wealth and greatnefs. It is to our 
terrdHal pofleflions in India that we are to 
- look for the furcJl and indeed the only 
means of reducing and extlnguilhing the 
national debt of this country: by retrench¬ 
ing the public cxpenccs, on a fyItem of 
prudent economy; by opening new ave¬ 
nues of commerce, and new fubjedls of 
mechanical labour and ingenuity, the Britilh 
government may accompJiih that grand ob- 
je<^, confer the molt folid and lafling be¬ 
nefits on their country, and render their name 
immorTil, 

Xhefe obfervations very naturally occured 

to 
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B. 

to my mitidj when 1 confidered the fitua- 
tion in which Indians was now likely to 
be placed; and my attention was called 
to the more Immediate point on which its 
defttny at this moment depended^ The 
combined Ibength of our fcttlements in that 
(quarter was about to be escorted againft a 
powerful enemy I and the ultimate cxidcnce 
of our polTefllons refled on the refult. This 
war was likely not only to involve the 
prorperlty of the ftate, but the lives of 
numberlefs individuals, the intcrefts of Com¬ 
merce, and the honour and rerpe< 9 :ability of 
the Britifh name and influence in India. 

When we reflect that two of the moil re- 
fpedtable native powers had affontled us their 
fupport, and that our arms were led by the 
diftinguiihed character, who controlled the 
governments of the Eiail; when we know 
that the eyes of all the world were upon us in 
the profecution of a juft, neceftary, and cre¬ 
ditable war j when we confider that our re- 
fources would be exerted to the utmoll 
ftretch in men and money ; and when it was 
public all over India, that every effort would 
be put in agitation ; that all our rcfources 

were' 
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were called mtoa^ion to humble a lefUefs tx-- 
rant, it fiirely became the mo/l: anxious wiih 
of every Briton to fee the conteft fintflictl 

with honor to the nation, and credit to our 
arms. 

The JVI harattas and the Kizam regarded the 
Engiifh as the medium by which they xscre 
engaged as allies to overthrow the empire of 
an ufurperj a dominion founded on blood, and 
protcaed by every meafure of entcity and op- 
preflion, Sliould our arms have proved un- 
fucccfsfuh our power, influcnce.and refpecta, 
bility in theEall would have been irrecover¬ 
ably loil. Not only the Mahrattas and Ni¬ 
zam. but every ftate in India, from the 
mountains of Thibet to the fouthcrii penin- 
fula would have been roiifed, alid the difaf* 
leaion of our native troops would linally dtl^ 
member the colonies of India from the Bri* 
tilli empire. 

The indignation and refentment of an op- 
prcfTcd people xyas cveiy where evident; the 
lower Malabar had revolted, and it was only 
the Mahomedan fubjeas of the Sultaun that 
appeared to tmjoy his prote<2ion or fupport, 

1C upper countin’ was not in a better fitua'* 
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tion: anti it is a known fad, that within the 
walls of his capital there exited a powerful 
party ready to avow thcmfclvcs, when it 
could be done witli certainty and fafety. 

The cruellies excrcifed on his unhappy 
fubjeds riveted the principles of difguft 
and deteftation. Aflliming the charadcr of 
his prophet, he wantonly, and in cold blood, 
deftroys the natural poSeffion of the coun¬ 
try, who refufe (O reject fhe religion of their 
anceitors to alTume that of Mahomed j and I 
declare that i have inyfelf witneflcd a figlat 
of barbarity unknown in any civilifed na¬ 
tion, where the unfortunate Hindoos have 
been hanged by dozens on trees by fbe road 
fide, or fufpended on hedge rows, as they 
were caught in the vain attempt of eluding 
their fanguinary purfuers * ■, a feene not only 

to 

• The feelitigs af huiranisy recoil^ :ind human nature 
fhiiitJeisat ihc recital of the cruclije 4 i exercifiDd on ibe 
people of Malabar by Tippoo, or ihe engines of his 
powsr^ Should it ever bappeti (which G^xl forbid that) 
tbofe miferabtc wretches ftioiitd be dcfeiied by us, what 
horror muft awaii themj what >vill not be infli£Jcd aa 
ihc punifhmcm of their revuli? Their implacable foes, 
the Moplas, will be let loofc 10 annihilaTC tbem from the 
face of the earth ; ihcir property will be feked j and ihe 
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to be eqimlled hy the ferocious Buccaneers in 
t c ajfl of hiinting the timid Indians with 
blood hounds, and maififfs. 

There horrible cruelties fen’e to keep in 
awe h,s fubjeds of a lower clafs. but policy 
induces hjm to attach the principal officers, 
miht^ry and civil, and where his interell is 
concerned, no man is more libera] of either 
^ward or promotion. Under the eye of 
Ttppoo his army fight with courage and ala- 
i but Ins detachments have hnifonniy 
given way with little oppofition, and Hill 
Jefs condu(ft. 

His sroops are hired b;r ,he .nonth. but bis 
month js arbitrary. Thirty, forty, and even 
fifty days, conftttutc their duration, and the 

Htacd (h, policy of ihoft \n .vhofe hwids 

=Hthaf,,y h rmmflcd, fhould refieft on this 

L ta °I!.S '’“■'""""ion Ikould 

pa werlf Willem"*! ? rf’^fjoysunfinctlcd 

P . rtttlcmem in tJte Carnatic and Malabar, will 

fn" ^ '’•“‘'■“'f0"0''0^opby„„.o„, „pa,r.o„ 
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ftatc of tiis trcafury, or his own whim, re¬ 
gulates the calendar, 

HU numerous bodies of cavalry have been 
wonderfully exaggerated! His circar, or 
liable horfc, arc the ^rll In point of difeU 
plinc and bravery j the men are well paid, 
and uniformly clothed: and the horics, to 
the number of 5 or 6000, are the property of 
government. The next in degree of efti- 
matlon are cavalry, coUedted from all parts 
of India, where the horfe is the property of 
the rider, and perhaps conftitutes his for¬ 
tune ; for horfes killed in adtion, no com- 
pen fat ion is allowed, and the horferaan is 
obliged to ferve on foot till he can lave or 
plunder money enough to refume his former 
fltuatton. When this lofs at once deprives 
the foldicr of the profpedt of promotion, and 
the means of his livelihood, he can have 
little inducement to rilk the iofs of a favou¬ 
rite animal. 

The third clafs are the Lootics, or plun¬ 
derers. Thefc dailardlv marauders ferve 

iT 

without pay, and entirely fubhH on the plun¬ 
der of the enemy's country. They bum 
and deftroy whatever they cannot carry olF, 

and 
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«nd mark their fteps ivitli blood and JefcH 
lation. Their liorfcs are diEninuilvc, and 
unfit for the purpofes of war. The men are 
clothed witli little more than a turbandf and 
a cloth tied about their middlCi perhaps with¬ 
out a iaddlCt and their arms confifl of a fey- 
metcr or pike. It is to tlicfo wretches, dur¬ 
ing the war with Hyder, that the Carnatic 
owed its dcllrudioii.. Under their hands the 
fincfl countries in India became little better 
than a defart i whole villages were fwept 
away; and our manufacturers, with their 
families, carried to My hare, while the la¬ 
bourers became the Coolies, to tranfpon 
what was formerly tlieir O’ivii; and where de¬ 
fence was attempted, they neither ijiared age 
nor fex. 

The loot foJdicrs may be divided into two 
clalTes, the regular and tiie irregulars, befides 
which he has Golandaup or artillery, and a 
fmall body of Europeans, renegadoes and de- 
ferters, A part of the regulars are clothed 
in uniform, fomewhat in the manner of the 
Enghlh fepoys, but by far the greateft num- 
her have only uniform turbands and cumber- 
bands, with white jackets and fliort breeches. 

Their 
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Their arms arc French mufkets, or the Eng- 
liih ones taken in tlw courfe of the war of 
r^8o. To difeipline and command thefe 
battalions, he has a certain number of lo* 
reigiiersi and a conitdoiable proportion of 
rhe native officers belonging to our troops,that 
became prifoners of war, and were forced into 
the fervice. They arc llovenly , and unftcady 
■in tiicir cxcrcifc and duty, and Little ac- 
cjiminted w'ith any evolutions. The irre¬ 
gulars arc an unmiliury rabble, varioufly 
armed, withold tnuikets, match-Jocks,pikes, 
and fey meters. Little dependence can be 
placed in fucli a multifarious collcdtion, 
who principnUy depend on plunder for their 
fubfilLencc. 

From fuch an army what is to be appre- 
hendeii, when oppolcd to a body of gallant 
troops, man)' oi whom arc veterans in the 
lervice, and commanded by Britiffi officers of 
experience and abilities ? 

To defpife an enemy is the greateft fault 
which an officer can commit: it puts him 
fron^ his guard, and renders him open to 
their afiTault. Let it, therefore, not be fup- 
pofed that exertion is unnecefiTar)' againll fo 
rerpcaablc an opponent. Some excellencies 
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mud pr«-ail in Tippoo’s army to render it 
in general rerpcflablc, and. (inee the com- 
nwnce^t of the prefent war, in the opi- 
raon of our ableft officera. Bat the advan- 
tages which he pofleirea am eafUy counter- 
aaed; Md when placed in competition witl, 
re^ar fyftem and eaafl difeipline. muft at 
all times be overcome if followed up writh 
uiftretion and perfcvemncc. 

Jo the mode of rariying bis provifioos, 
and of tranfponine fits cannon and ftores. an 
evidrat fuperiorityis difcemable. The atten¬ 
tion he Iws paid to the artillery department 
cvmres a knowledge of its utility, which 
would not difgnwe the tadlics of the picfent 

Wa army, 

a fvftm.* arc material j preferving 

fyftem of warfare m themidft of profound 
^e. His bullocks are alivays trained for 
e ther draught or carriage, and his extiaordi- 
k ^ 'npplicd from his Banjara 

gh his countiy, or carrying fah 
Jrorn the fe coall. fo thefe difeent fer. 

lin'd ^pfo“r *'■“ *-»■- 

The furptife of his aimy, or the lofs of a 

detachment 
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detachment, is attended with conftqucnccs 
of no motnent to the general intereft of the 
war. 

The Baxar of either is generally ten miles 
ill the rear, and encamped on an open road, 
where their retreat is attended without diffi¬ 
culty or danger. As the army retires or ad¬ 
vances, the motions of the Bazar are accord¬ 
ingly regulated. His fupericrity in cavalry, 
and the necdlity there is for the Engliffi troops 
to preferve a connejflcd body, and the fmall- 
nefs of our numbers, which prevents our de¬ 
taching, tends to prcfen'c the fupplies of the 
enemy, and to render our means of procuring 
them more difficnlt and precarious. 

In tranlporting his cannon and In cutting 
roads to facilitate their conveyance his means 
arc abundant. To a finall gun he attaches 
one elephant, to a larger two, and to thofe 
of a greater caliber three and fnir. By the 
affiHance of a regular and well-appointed, 
corps of Bildaurs, or Pioneers, too pieces of 
ordnance are moved at a rate not eaiily to 
be conceived, and far fuperior to our boft- 
condudfed attempts. His guns are drawn 
by the beft bullocks produced in the 
<^ounfty> the elephants being only intended 
VoL. I, B*b for 
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tor octiiioml ,ailiilance; to u hidi is adjc J 
tht; imreiTiittcJ exertions of cxcclJem lirivcrs. 

The Nabob’s artillery are both larger anti 
longer than ours, whth enables hinx to com¬ 
mence a cannonade either on our baggage or 
line, before oufguns can be ufed with cffedl, 
and when it would only l^an unneceflan^ ex- 
pence of am munition to return bis fire. In 
cafes of diforder, or when advantage on his 
hde occurs, bis cavalry arc.very ready to fd^c 
the ^ipportunlty, . 

The velocity^, w’ltb which his jiarge bodies 
of cavalry change .tlicir fituation, and the gc- 
i^cnil rapidity with which his W'hole move¬ 
ments are executed fro in one place to another, 
operate lirongly in bis, favour. Unable to 
afeertoin his poUtion, it is dangerous for us 
to detach from (he main btidy. His princi¬ 
pal objett is to attack us iix detail, xvhether 
1 n c on vcy ii jg proV i (ions or ftore s, or forag i n g 
in the neighbourhood ,of our ettcampment, 
and in this HuzzarmoJe of warfare he gene- 
/ally hiccecJs. 

In his artillery he places his greatefl confi¬ 
dence and dependanec. Tlijit corps is the bell: 
appointed in his fervicc, and very far lupe- 
rior to tliofe yt any native poivcr in India, 

His 
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is an objc^ of parricolar 
conlidcratjon: rparts no expeni* to ac- 

cqinplii^ his end, and the mofl cruel and 
txctupUry puni(]imcnt$i are inimcdiatdy in- 
fli^edv fbould information at any time be 

”9* depend on the word 
of a ^£ngle individual, but eptplqys fevdialoii 
the.fanie.pccahon, examines them apart, apd; 


wl^ether dicy; agree or differ in the tale, they 
are aU de^inqd plofp prifoners cdl the truth t^ 
difdjc^f^ and to the ntan who, is, fbundin^an 
error, lenity is Ihewn. The families j of 
the^fjpieS;arc in the poftcOion of, the Nabob, 
and hc;attaciijes them to blm by the moft li¬ 
beral ' upwards : by thjs means he bods hia 
wayjnto our camps, and perhaps, by dinepf 
money, and the collubon of the native ler- 
vunts of oHiccis of rank, he obtains the know¬ 
ledge.pf ourfecret refolves. His Bildatirs are 
the boutell and bell working men in his coun¬ 
try, a certain proportion arc attached to ever)' 
gun, and it is ailontfbing, from the number 
thatcompofc that corps, with what celerity 
roads, arc cut through the thickcll jungle or 
the mod rugged countr)''. 

His elephants, to the amount of near 4OO, 
perform wonders tn dragging his cannon 
B b 2 along 
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along heavy foads, in crofBrtg rivers; arid m 
carrying his Camp equipage and ftores^, ^ 

The Rocket-boys tire daring,' efpeaullv 
when intoxicated with bang; they adViince 
near to our line of march, covered by the 
cavalr)', and attempt to throw our troops into 
confuflon. The rocket difehar^ed hon'Krbn- 
tally is more dangerotri flun th^fe fired' per¬ 
pendicularly, and in opM and Icwl ground 
they are, although uncertain iri tlieir direc¬ 
tion * very deftruclive and galling to oitf inen^ 
Tipped is defective as'an engineer; tkithtr 
will he he advlfed by thdfe are qualified 
in that line: in feveral ihOaOeCS I diavc 
kncrtvh hiin 'rejeCl; the opinion of able officers 
to follow' his own mifcrable plans. His new 
forrs, of which be is htmfelfthe conftruCtor, 
betmy the moft lhameful ignorance of the 
very firl^ principles of fortification, and in 
place of w'orks covering anti protecting catft 
other; tftc dirciftiori of his flanking-gons 
point'imrncdiately to the centre of the \i-orks 
themftflves, 

That Tippoo pofTefles many evident ad¬ 
vantages, and that he is' a refpeClable’anif 
formidable enemy is es'cry where allowed ; 
but it cannot be denied, that fupported as we 

were 
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were at this time by the Mharattas anJ 
the Nizam, and by the fineft army that 
India ever law: the heft diieiplined and 
paid that ever were commanded by EnglilH 
officers, by the fineft train of artillery that* 
wc ever collected in the Eall, and, above all, 
in tiic cDofcious approbation of a good catife, 
there Could not be a doubt Init his throne 
would be fhaken to the centre. 

That our armies in the Eait had at this 
time great defc£l:s and many difficulties to en¬ 
counter cannot be controverted, and that they 
ilill labour under certain inconveniences can¬ 
not be denied^: but they exift at this mo¬ 
ment in a much fnialier degree than ever 
was before known, and 'whenever a frefh 
war Iball break out, we fhall light with 
evident advantage and decided fuperioiity. 
The caufes that proved our deftrudtion 
in former wars arc happily removed: no 
fmall detachments oppoied to fuperior num¬ 
bers, better means provided to fupply our 
armies with provilions and ammuniriefn, 
intdligence more Jiberally rewarded, and 
by carrying our arms into the eiiemics 

• Appendix^ B- 
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countiy, fave our own, and fubfift at thcJr 
«xpencc. 

Tippoo Saib, confciousof ourfupcriority in 
the open field, afiiduoufly avoided tliccomcft, 
and looked to delay and procrad*nation as his 
fuicft means of defence. To cm oft‘ our de¬ 
tachments, or to interrupt our convoys, washis 
certain aim Our fwceefs muff always be fure 
if we provide a^ainft the trants of protifions 
and ammuntdon j and o« this the litocefs of 
pur arms depended. The policy of the Nabob 
led him to diftrcf$ us by c\T:ry means in his 
power, even to the deftrudiion of iiis nneft 
diftricls^, and 1 forefaiv that he would Jay 
waftc as vve advanced, and nlj he came to a 
point from which there: would be no reced¬ 
ing, when like a ftag ^t .bay, Jic niufi dlk a 
general a<5tion and piobably terminate his ca¬ 
reer of defpotifm, cruelty, opprcjilon. 

The fijfFcrmgs« of our officers, fepoys, 
European troops, wJiiJft prifoners ivifh 
Hyder, 3 fe ftill in their memorv\ and how¬ 
ever hutn;wty m^y b* imereftcdl in ihe event 
of another war, tliey will not fail to aiWe 
the caufc of tlwir flaiightcred brethren, and 
the hardlhips impofed on themfdvcs and 
countrymen, 

■- i.n "j . i j 
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tt had been iiitherto tlic misfortime of out 
govertitnent in India to be branded with 
terms of rcp»roach for Jevying iinjuft iivars, 
and for otir intcrfeience with ,the mtivt 
powers* In this inftance we muft Ihind ac¬ 
quitted to ah the world, and glory in the 
honoiirablc purfuit of protecting an old and 
faithful ally, and counteradt the ambition of 
a refllcfs Prince, whofe undeviating politics 
has tended to inci'caft his dominions by tn 
croachments bn hit neighbours, and finally, 
to expel every European from tire country. 
His boundlefs cruelty and tyranny has ex¬ 
cited the wrath of his opprclfed fubjc 61 s 2 in 
the event of another rupture, they will foon 
join in the common caufc to cnilli him lor 
ever. 

The empire of Tippoo, from the hour 
his father acquired the government oi My- 
fore, has been a continued ferles of ufur- 
padon. Many murders have been committed 
to get quit of the lawful competitors. There 
ftill remain many of the ancient iWk, and 
thefC-have yet adherents, who anxioufly w'ait 
a favourable opportunity to declare tor their 
original mailers, to whom tlicy are attached 
by the Urongcfl ties of affetftion. 

Had the Britilli government in India no 
B b q better 
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better rcafun for declaring war, and tliij 
Bridih government at home no better reafon 
for approving the meafurc, die conduct of 
Tippoo Saib towards us ijnee thepeaceof 1784, 
would fully have authorized the decided ilep 
that was taken, and more than fully vindicated 
every confequence that refulted to him. His 
attack on the lines of Travancorc was, to the 
Rajah, wanton. illibci-aJ, and unjuft, and in 
regard to us, infolent and prefumptuous: to 
have endured the infult would have been to 
acknowledge our weaknefs and tlie fuperio- 
rity of the Nabob to all the powers of India r 
a mcafiiirc of this kind would have lelTeiied 
the confequence of the Britifli empire, in the 
Eaft, given up the balance of power, and 
placed the faith ofourtreaties in derilion and 
contempt. What power would have again 
fought the alliance of a nation unable to \ in¬ 
dicate Iter own rights or to defend thofe. of 
an ancient ally in the hour ol opprenion and 
diftrefs I 

Ir is an undoubted fact, that fevcral Euro- 
pejin officers that had fallcti into the hands of 
Tippoo la the former, were yet in bdng on 
the comnienccnient of the war. 

By the treaty of peace of 1784, the EngJilh 
on the coall of Malabar were to be put in 

full 
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fuU poffcffion of the fadortes heW by diein 
in the litc-tinie of Hy 4 er Ally, and fcotn 
wlicnce the Ealf-lndia Company annually 
fliipped a i’OoHdeibble quantity of pepper, 
fandal-wood, and cardanuiins. With conlio 
derable rilk an Englith leJldcnt was fent to 
Calicut, but the free excrcife of trade was 
denied, and he was obliged to quit his Iioufe 
with every mark of degradation. The Britiib 
flag was iafulted, and the rccal of the refi- 
dent terminated the affront. As a plea for 
this breach of treaty, it was intimated by 
the Nabob, that to encourage agriculture he 
had ordered ever)’ pepper-vinetobedeftroyed, 
and that he had taken into his own hands the 
cxclufivc monopoly of the cardamoms and 
fandal-wood, to fnpply by the medium of the 
Red Sea *, the 'rurkifh empire. 

The privilege of the Eaft-India Company 
to enjoy factories in the Canara and Sunda 
country, was prior to the ppfleflion of thefe 
diftriQs by Tippoo’s father, and they are 
better entitled by the rule of right, to that 
trade tlian he is to the Ibvcreignty of that 
dominion which he now commands with 
fuch unexampled feverily* In the year 1725» 
* Ap[*citcliv, C. 
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the Rajah of thefc Provinces aJlou^d to the 
Company a free intercourfe and commerce 
with his fuhieds. He fought their frietuU 
fhip. and ret]uerted the Chief and Coiindf of 
Onorc to acquaint the Government of Bom¬ 
bay, they had his permiffion to cftabli/h a 
lettJement in his diftritls and granted them 
Compta where they might crc& a fort. Qnore 
Coinpta arid Mcrjic n^rc fur>eyeU by their 
engineer, and Onorc was pitched on for 
3 permanent fadory, as rnoft beneficial to the 
mercantile mterefts of their employers, and 
the productions of the whole countrj'' were 
drawn together from Carwar to the limits of 
the Rajah’s jurifdiftion. 

The inlultsof Tippoo to the Englifli nation 
have been moR arrogant arul daring. The let* 
tiement of Tcllichery, an ancient mercantile 
poffeifion of the Company, on the coaft of 
\Iatabar, was furrounded by an army in the 
midft of profound peace: he attempteil in 
perfon to over-awe it, and crewed a chain 
of forts to encompafs it on every fide: he 
not only prevented the poffibiljty' of trade, 
but endeavoured to deprive the inhabitants 
<?f the common nccc^aries of life; by his irt- 
fulting meflages and threats of an attack, 

he 
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he haraflTcd the garrifon who lay upon their 
arms and niglu, and at all limes in cjc- 
peftation :of an aflault, till failing in his 
piii^wfc of getting poflclfion of the fort, he 
quitted its ndghbotirhood to indulge his 
vengeance, and difapporntmctit on the Ra- 
jaii of Travancore* 

Not contented with the infult which he 
had offered to our government in India, he 
inftigated the country powers to follow his 
example. The Bibic of Cannonore, who 
had, during the former ^var, experienced the 
her temerity, was induced by him 
again to become troublcfome. Our tridc was 
inicmipted, and fhe even went fo far as to 
ftize a boat under Englifli colours going 
jnio the road of Tellichcrry. 

The Rajah of Chcrical was obliged to 
fanftion a claim made by Tippoo for the 
policflionof a baftioa of the Fort ofTcUi- 
cherry,;as belonging to him, on the alledgcd 
ground of i a feipulation, when the fcttlement 
.was firfe tftabliflied by the Company. Other 
daims« on ,thc fcore of unfcttled accounts 
ufero (fabrickted in his: name, and the in- 
flbkndc oShi^3Correrpondencc with the Chief 
jof TcUicheiry, ■ had ifcarccly a parallel. The 

audacity 
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audacity of fbe agent, who wa5 ftnt by 
Nabob to tranfaa: this extraordinaiy buii- 
nefs,.was earned to a iinguiar pitch; he 
declared m the govemmettt boufe, that 
ui^Ms his terms wen: compised with. his. 
maker's cavalry W'ould ride dEjwn the lines 
of Tdlicherty. To this unjuiliiiablc and 
prefumptuous Jangnago. the Chief replied 
with becoming modenition. dignity, and 
hrmneis : thus the war commenced with^ 
out provocation on the part of the Erittib 
govern men t. 

The little fuccefs of the Nabob in the fiill 
afTault of the linra of Paroor, retained credit 
on the troops of the Rajali, Exafperated 
and a/hamed, he opened a tremendous bat¬ 
tery. and in a general attack carried them 
with little oppofition. 

The exertions of the Brittih government, 
though not immediate, were now llitnulatcd 
a rcfpeftabJe arniy was convened on the plains 
of Triichinopoly ; they were put in motion in 
high fpirits and difciptine. In the mean rime, 
the prciidcncies of Bengal and Bombay were 
not idle. Lord Cornwailts had etjoipptd a 
ortgade of fix battalions for the ■ ooaft - and 
Gcntral Abcrcromby detached Lieut. Colonel 

Hartley 
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Hartley in Aprils' with 3600 inm frmti 
Bombay, to reinforce two Carnatic batta.- 
honsr lent to iKe aflliftance of the Rajah of 
Travanctwe, and to att ort the defendvo* 
Captain Little,' with two battalions of fe- 
p(}y5 and fom^ artillerymen, kit Bombay to 
jom the Mharattas, and who were to bd 
paid by -'them agreeably' to tbe part id on 
treaty eonchjdcd by the allied powers s-the 
nieafure was adopts ^by die Kizaiii^ 
Who applied to Fort St, Gebf^e, for a like 
detachment under the command of Major 
S Jontgornery, 

" The grand army, with General Meddows 
at their-head-; entered the enemies country 
by the way of Caroor, early in the month of 
June. Thetounfry pow'crs, with the know'- 
kdge of "I'ippoo’s eiiterprifing fpirit, aded 
with caotituT, in order to counterbalance the 
advantages, that a well-difciplined army has 
in all refpedta ower aftodier inferior to It. 

It was at firft conceived, that Tippoo 
might have' been cafily brought to a geoeral 
adfion, and fo to have terminated the war 
by a ihigle coup. But the efforts of many 
months of a gallant and aealous army,, ably 
commanded and judicioufly appointed, proved 

ineffetluaJ. 
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. Accuftonitd. to acknowledge 
the ruperioritv of the Englllli, Tippqoatiop&. 
cU a lyftcm of wariarc better calculated to 
fupport his power,-, by proorafthiatiow anil 
dchy, to lengthen the tvar bepond the pe^ 
riod of our refources; by long marches, to 
h^trafs anti fatigue our troops, ^<rhi|ft the 
provi lions and Aores of the anny were dai]y> 
clthauftmg. and neceffitate Gcncrd Meddows 
cither to detach from bis main body, or f4iJ 
back to Tritchinopoly orCaroor. for a frclh 

fuppjy. 

The fehemes of the Nabob were ealily 
difeovered. his views w ere evcjy where diG 
appointed, and all his fehemes proved abor¬ 
tive : Tippoo particularly /ejt hJs ow® 
wcaknefs, in an atiempvt to cut off a dc- 
tadimcnt under the command of Lieutenant 
Colond Floyd. His beA horl^, fupported by 
filratn pieces of cannon, were in different 
attacks, cffeaually beaten off j never did the 
brati'cry. ihc difcipline, or coolncfs of BritifK 
troops, fltew it lei t more confpicuoufly than, 
on this occalion. 

Lord Cornwallis, to give vigour to the 
exertions ot our allies, and to convince the 
natite powers of his .dctcrnuned ijefolution, 

of 
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of profticuimg the war, took the field in 
\perfon^ accompanied or ftiortly followed by 
V^oo volunteers, from the fepoy battalig^, 
a complere regimeru of cavalry, a large pro¬ 
portion of draught and carriage bullocks, 
to which the Nabob of Oude added a‘ moft 
valuable gift ,of iixty-lcven elephants, train¬ 
ed to military purpofes, Thcfe prepara¬ 
tions announced, to all India the eonfe- 
quence of tire war, and the power of Tip- 
poo as an enemy, the apprehenfions. en- 
tcrtaified of him, suid the necedlty the re f was 
of reducing his power to Its juiV ftandard. 
The treafury of Bengal was drained* and 
evety^ means adopted that could give effect 
to an undertaking, in which our intcreft .in 
India w'as fo nearly connecleJ. 

Having briefly narrated the fituation, in 
which 1 found pttbUc affairs in India, 1 lhall 
continue my obfer\^tions. on the war, dur¬ 
ing my rcfidcncc in that quarter, and wyth 
Gcncril Abcrcromby’s army i and add 
fticU occaflonal remarks as occurred to me 
during its prog refs, as well relative to it, as 
like wile to certain points of local knowledge 
and information, acquired by a refidence of 
tjonjlderablc duration in that country, , 

Major 
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Major Dow, early in (he year )iaJ 
ftinrched from rclIichenY, and opened ^ 
coifnmunication with the furrotmding coim^ 
try, which, previouny to that tinie, was cut off 
by a confidcrahle body of the enemy. Gene¬ 
ral Abercromby, Governor of Bombay, and 
Commander in Chief of the forces on the 
Coaft Malabar, left the Prelidency in the 
rrionth of November following, with a conH- 
derabl'c reinforcement, and landed at TclJi- 
cherry on the 8th of that month. The Ge¬ 
neral effablinicd his head qiiartcrs in the vi- 
cirtity of TcH 5 chcrT}% near to the fpot which 
fhortly before had been occupied by the 
tents of Tippoo. No fooncr were the Eng- 
lifh colours hoftilcly dtlplayed, but the prin¬ 
ces of the countt}’, many of whom had been 
unjuffly deprived of their territory, flocked 
to the ffandard. The whole of Malabar was 
inffairtly in arms to fupport the Bririfli 
forces, and the Moplas, who arc rigid Ma- 
homedans, and the zcadous friends of Tip¬ 
poo, were loll in irrefolution and amaze¬ 
ment; the Bible of Cannonore had repeat¬ 
edly pronji fed to give up her fort, but was 
prevented by a body of 6000 of the Nabob’s 
troops, who were encamped near to the walls 

of 


{ 8^5 ) 

of her town. It was neccfliiry for General 
Abcrcromby to attack and difpcrfe thefe 
people, and for that purpose put in motion 
his little army, not cxcecding^ 4000 men. 
The enemy were fpcedily compelled to 
lay down their anns j terms w'crc granted 
to the BibiCf and the Englidi flag was 
hoifted on the Fort of Cannanoxc. 

General Abcrcromby, by conciliatory mea- 
furcs, in a great degree, united the jarring 
intcrefls of the Hindoos and Moors, whillt 
he kept alive the fpirit of liberty that iiail 
Simulated the oppreilive natives, and by 
forming alliances witii the moft confiderable 
Rajahs, ho added liotti to his military 
ftrength, and to his means of profecuting 
the war: Amongflthofo, independently of the 
Rajah of Travancore, whole minifter had 
joined our army with a body of three hun¬ 
dred horlc, and three battallions of regular 
Sepoys, were the Rajalis of Cartinad, Cat- 
note, Cherical, and Comlali. Thofe chiefs 
were accompanied by many of the Nam- 
biers or her edit ary lords, who armed their 
fubje€ls in the common caufe ; others were 
daily coming in from their falbiclTes in the 
mountains, whither the tyranny of Tippoo 
had for fcveral years ^bligcd them to retire. 

VoL. L C c But 
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Bat the moft dilHnguifhcd in zeal and affec¬ 
tion, was the Rajah of the Corga who con¬ 
tinued with as during the war a faithful and 
urcful ally. 

Lieutenant Cojoncl Hartley h^d been de¬ 
tached to the Southern part of the Malabar 
province, tvith a fmull force, where he ob¬ 
tained a gallant viaor^- over the Nabob's 
troops, commanded by Murtiub Cawn, 
lliis victory difperfed the enemy's force in 
tJic Lower Malabar, and opened a conunu* 
nication bemeen Piitilgautcherry, which had 
been taken by iurprife a fliort time before, 
atid the fca eoajl:: and the Company’s forces 
were at this time in pofTeffion of the country 
below the Ghaut, from rhe river of Balia- 
ro tlie of 1 

i lie ^Ihamttas, prcvioujly to the departure 
«f General Abercromby fmm Bombay, had 
Lnd liege to the Fort of Darwar, a flrong 
frontier town of 'I'ippoo’s, tow-ards the Mha- 
rattaStares. To their afliilance a detachment 
ot Company's troops had been fent from 
(hat prehdcncy, and the Admiral of the Mha- 
ratra fleet had feoured the coaft of Mala¬ 
bar as low as Mangalore; he had occafion- 

ally 
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ally difembarkcd a body of men who bad 
plundered the country, and deprived Tippoo 
of any refources from the provinces adjoin¬ 
ing to the fca. The colicftors and chief 
men of the towns and villages immediately 
on the coaft, fold off, ptevioully to the ar¬ 
rival of the Mharattas, at little more than 
half price, all the property of the Nabob, 
Foreigners participated largely in this com¬ 
merce, and under their refpe£tive flags, 
avowedly became purchafers of every ^tieSe 
they could procure, to the evident prejudice 

of the Cotnpany^s trade. 

Our ally, the Nizam, iv'as bufily employed 
in the ficge of Copaul, a northern frontier of 
Tippoo’s, on the fide of the Nizam s domi¬ 
nions. affifted by a detachment of our troops 
from fort St. George, The Nizam’s forces 
had engaged fcveral bodies of Tippoo’s 
troops, in one of which 500 of the enemy 
were killed, with soo of their horfes. 

The grand army, during thefe operations, 
encamped in the neighbourhood of Ma¬ 
dras, having left garrifons in the forts of 
Coimbatore, Dindigul, and Palagautcheny, 
and a refpcdlablc force near to Tritchino- 
poly. Lord Cornwallis took the command 
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in pcribn m the moivtH of Febniafy, and by 
a ikilfid manojiiv'rc entered ivitliout oppo> 
iition the pa^Tcs of Tippoo*s country to the 
northward, with a force nearly 25,000-men. 
This was effedted, notwithflanding that the 
Nabob had been icatching his Lordihip’s mo¬ 
tions for a conliderable time with a determi¬ 
nation of defending whatever pafs the Grand 
Army attempted to afeend, trufling to thtf 
celerity of hj$ motions toi have gained the top 
before his Lordlhip could have got through 
his heavy artillery, proviiions, and flores. ^ 
The Grand Army was in full force at 
Mulwaggle on the 25tli of February, and 
had been joined by the 6 j elephants before 
taken notice of. They were in high fpirits, 
fupplied with abundance of provifions, and 
provided with a battering train, aiid the nc- 
ceflary ftores for tlie fiege of Bangalore. 
On the 27th his Lordlhip moved from Mul- 
to Ncllepettah, ajid from thence on 
the sBih toColar, the burying place of both 
Hyder Ally and his fatlicr. On the ift of 
March tlic army encamped at Narfepore, 
and on the 2d at Oofeottah, on the 3J they 
halted: on the 4th the army refumed their 
tiittrch, and Tippo was difeovered for the 
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time in full force, about five miles on 
his Lortl(hip*s left flank, and half way be¬ 
tween Oofeottah and Bingalore. The gth in 
the morning Tippoo was again fetn on the 
fame ground, when the following diipofition 
of the army was ordered. *1 he right wing, 
and the gth brigade was ortlcred to file off to¬ 
wards Bangalore, in charge of the baggage, 
‘{lores, and provilions of the atniy. The caval¬ 
ry, the left wing, and the 4th brigade, were to 
follow, and gi'-e battle to the enemy. No 
fooner did his LordfTiip put the troops m 
motion, than Tippoo {truck his tents, and 
commenced his m^rfh in a parallel direttion, 
but rather approaching to our line. At twelve 
o’clock the left wing was up with the rear 
of the right, and about the fame time Tip* 
poo opened his guns at a great diftance, and 
continued a defultory cannonade till pafl two. 
Several difpofitions were made by his Lord- 
Ihip to bring on a general artion, but with¬ 
out effea. On the evening of the fame day 
the Grand Army encamped within a mik 
and a half of the fort of Bangalore, and the 
advanced guard within three quarters of a 
mile of the pettah or^-fuburbs. Next mom- 
C c 3 
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ing, or the 6th, the gtms of the fort u-erc 
opened oji our reconnoitermg parties, and 
Tippoo moved with his army towards our 
left flank, and again commenced a cannonade. 
At noon Lord Comwallis changed his ground 
to the right, when Tippoo moved off to the 
oppoflte flde of the fort, where he fixed his 
encampment. 

Bangalore is a place of the (ccond con- 
lideration in Tippoo’s dominions. It is^ re¬ 
gularly fortified, fiirrounded by a deep dry 
ditch, and^ was garrifoned by 7000 men | 
but from the extent of the works it was, and 
always will be, in the power of the Nabob 
to reinforce the garrifon as he may judge 
ncccflaiy' for its defence. Granaries for his 
provifions, and an arfenal for guns and mi¬ 
litary flofes, are maincamed in this place, 
and alfo a conlidcrabJc treafury is known to 
he generally there for the payment of his 
troops. 

The reduflion of Bangalore enabled Lord 
Cornwallis to dirc^ his march toward Se- 
ringapatamand the Poodicherrum Pafs, with¬ 
in fifty-two miles of it, where General Aber- 
cromby was flrongly polled, with an array 

which 
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which haii been rclnforccil to the number 
of 7500 men, with an adequate tiaiu of 

field artUler>'. , - t. 

The Poodicberrum Pafs is fitbaicd in the 

country of the Corga Ragah. nearly eqni- 
diftant from Tellicheny and Senngapatam, 
and forty miles from Cannanore. The road 
from thence, and particularly the afemr to 
the Pafs, was made by the troops with im- 
menfe labour and fatigue. By this avenue 
General Abercromby had conveywl 10 Poo- 
dicherrum his gtins, a large quantity of pro- 
vifions, and a complete train of battenng 
cannon, and ftorcs for the fwgc of Sc- 
ringapaiam- A complete fupply ot ev^ 
ncccflary and requifite article was by this 
means ready for his Lofdihip in its vici- 
nity. His march from Bangalore would 
be cafy and expeditious, and in all proba¬ 
bility, in time, to commence 
that place before tlic ietting m of the b. W. 
monfoon. and when reduced would aftord 
ample magazines ol provifions. and excel- 
Jent for the arm) in t c lamSj 

IhouU it no; be pr<xlt.aive of ftiU grater 
«ivaiHages, . mortal ftab to the power 
C C 4 
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of the tyrant, and the overthrow of hh 
empire. 

In the mean time General Abercromby 
fecureJy pofted, with a Urong country 
in his front, where cavalry coujd not a^, 
and Ilia rear was guartied by numberlefs 
nvers and interfedions of the fea, wrhich at 
all times prevented Tlppoo from cutting off 
his communications with the coaft. Cavalry 
could nevler venture in the rear of fo refpe^i- 
able a force : their own retreat would be in, 
cvitably Joft from the impollihiJity of fordin<r 
the rivers. The fame reafon would prevent 
guns being tmnfported to the lower coiintiy, 
where the exertions of his infantry, unfup! 
ported by either, w'ould be of little avail. 

lo explain the Htuatjon of our armies in 
India at tiiis time, when there w-as no lefs 
dian 40,0^ regular troops employed in the 
held,, m the profecution of tfic war, befides 
our garnfons and thofe left for the pro 
£tion of our empire, the map of India will 
be , ufefuJ guide. From , fingk glan„ 

« i be perceived that the Nabob Tippoo 
Sultan^ completely furrounded; to the 
eaftttard by the Grand Army, to the north- 

ward 
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ward bjr the Nizam, to the north-weft by 
the Mliarattas, to the weftward by General 
Abercrotnby’s army. His fouihcm pro¬ 
vinces were by this time reduced, and the 
principal forts were garriftmed by Britifti 
troops.. la this fituation, where three power¬ 
ful militaiy' ftates were united in a common 
caufe, and where their exertions w^erc draw¬ 
ing to a focus, by the circle becoming daily 
more contrafled, it might naturally be fup- 
pofed that the duration of the vi-ar could not 
be long: on the Other hand, it muft be con- 
lidered that 'rippoo in perfon commanded 
an army of 70,000 men, amply provided 
with ever)' retiuiftte. and fupplied with 100 
pieces of cannon, with a flowing treafuiy, 
and that procraftinaling tlic war would ultw 
matcly obtain his ohjed: on this account 
the propriety of energetic and fpeedy mca- 
fures, became on our part abfolutcly necellary 
to prevent an iinpla^blc enemy, whom net** 
ther treaties can bind or alliances leeure, 
from efcaping from our hands, like a tiger 
from beneath the toils. 

The Britilh government in India, for our 
exertions in fupport of an old ally were 
every where applauded, and we were called 

upon 
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upon to reftore the former /late of tlie coirn- 

^’7' was ever exerted in any caufe 

with honour to ourfelves, it u^as at this mo- 
Jnent, in oppofing the encroachments of a 
lawlefs freebooter, in fupporting the natural 
nghts of India, and in the attempt to curb 
tyranny and defpotjfm in the hands of an 
u urper. The honour, the good faith, and 
the credit of the Britilh name was now 
moft folemnly pledged, and W'ith thofc ^ve 
had ftaked the exiilence of our power in the 
eaft. It is cafy to make war, but It is a dif- 
fi^lt mfk to make peace on the folid bafrs 
of^iprocal and relative Jufticc; and in this 
mftance. on what terms it could be reftomd 
With fafety to ourfelves. and with fatis* 
Udfion to thofe with whom we were now 

co-operating, was a matter arduous in the 
extreme. 

Many things were to be confidered in the 
difcuilion of this important queftion. 

Eftiblifhing a peace with honour to 
ourfelves fafety to our intcreft, and fatisfac- 
tion to the native powers of India. 

2diy. Subjefling Tippoo to pay the ex- 
penccs of the war. to declare the indepen- 
ency of the Malabar powers, and the Rajah 
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of Corga, and fatisfymg the Ni^am and 
Mahattas, for the encroachments made by 
his father and himfdf on their refpc€live 
countries, with compcnfation to the King 
of Travancore for demolishing his lines and 
deftroying the fort of Crangaiiore. 

gdJv* Making peace on the Status quo 
ante bcUum. 

4thly, Making peace on any terms fliort 
of the facrifice of our mere cxiftence. 

In the lirft inftance, the entire fupprcflion 
of the Nabob^s power muft have attended 
the termination of the war: in this event, 
tranquillity would be reftored to India, 
a laiting peace would be infured on princi¬ 
ples of juflice to the native powers, and of 
credit and refped to the Britlih name. This 
would include tlie equal participation of our 
allies, and the lawful lovereigns of the 
ufurped empire or their reprefentatives* 

In the fecond. The nation would be little 
benefited, except by the trade with the 
Malabar Princes, which ought to be fecured 
to us by treaties of commerce and alli¬ 
ance ; and to lhackle Tippoo, it Ihould be 
ftipulatcd, that a principal pafs, leading from 
the weftem fide into his country, llvould be 

put 
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put in ilie poflcfiion of the Eaglilh, as the 
bell, and indeed, the only means of re- 
graining his ambitious views, and this peace 
ihtjuld be guaranteed by all the principal 
naitve powers of India. 

In the third. The fuperiority of Tip poo 
would be acknowledged, our weaknefs ex- 
poiAi, and wc fhould for ever be deprived of 
the ivUitmce of any of the confiderablc powers. 
The balance would be wreiled from our 
hands, and we fhould become the detefla- 
tion of the Hindoos, our faith be treated with 
fcom, and means afforded to the Nabob of 
employing, at a future day, the verj' combina¬ 
tion that we have now raifed againfl him, 
and which muft end in the overthrow of our 
empire in the Eart. 

The fourth expedient was ftiil more dread¬ 
ful, and would have fubjeded us to the moft 
mortifying humiliation that can poffibly be 
experienced: it would have been the lart 
mifcrable fubterfugc of a falling Hate, whtdi 
may totter on its foundation for a few 
years before it finks into utter ruin. 

How peace has been effedlcd for the fecu- 
fity of India, and particularly of the Britifli 
Empire in that quarter, is'not for me to deter¬ 
mine, 


( 397 ) 

niinc, fkrther than juft to oblcrvc, that the 
wifUoni and policy of Lord Cornwallis can 
leave no room to doubt, that the beft was done 
for the benefit and advantage of all parties; 
and that under the cxifting circumftances his 
meafures were prudent, ncceftary, and juft. 

When we conlider the coaft of Malabar in 
a iniUtaiy point of view, lliould the power 
of Tippoo Sultan again become inimi¬ 
cal to us, it will be found extremely eligi¬ 
ble for military ftations, and the ncareft 
the vitals of his empire, Scringapatam, and 
the country of Mylore, 

The profccution of the late war has af¬ 
forded us feme excellent information on 
ftveral fubjeds, particularly the navigation 
of the rivers, the roads, the countries tow ards 
tltc Ghauts, and the principal paffes into 
the Myfore. Many important points have 
been afeertaineJ, of which we were formerly 
unacquainted, and a new military map by 
Licutenant-colortel Reynolds, will be the rc- 
fuU of the labours that gentleman has been 
unremittingly engaged in for thefe iwenty 
years paft. over the greateft part of India. 
Tlie march of General Abercromby has 
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confidetable merit in explaining rbe coun-i 
tjy from the fca-coaft almoft in a dirert 
line with Seringapatam; prevtouUy to tliis 
period, the inhabitants ofTellicherry, though 
not more than nirtetr miles diretft diftance, 
were unacquainted with the ftate of cither 
the country or the roads, fo Tittle comiiiu- 
ni^tion had they with the interior parts. 

The intcrcourfc of the Croga Rajah with 
the government of Tcllicherry, fir ft awakened 
oirr attention to thermite by the Biiliapatam 
mcr. This river fails into the fea eighteen 
miles to the northward of Tcllicherry, 
and IS navigable for Targe boats, twentj'- 
five miles from its moutlr to Illiacour, 
though in a direit line, it is not more than* 
fixtecn. Captain Byron of his Majc%*s 
ftiiplWnix, and Sir Richard Scrachan of the 
V efial, rowed up in their barges to Illjacmir: 
and boats, the fize of common lighters, find 
water for about eighteen miles, completely 
loaded. From this place, where every thing 
miift be difembarked, as in the cafe of Get 
ncrat Abcrcromby’s march, to Viatorc is 
twelve miles, from tbet^cc to the foot of the 
PooJiclicrrum Ghaut is fix, and the afeent 
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hear to the fpot where the General IRid takcil 
up his ground waiting tlic arrival of Lord 
ComwalliSt about four more. From this to 
the foot of Periapatam is t^venty-two miles, 
and thirty miles further flands Seringapatam, 
the capital of Tippoo*s doimmons. The 
fort of fieUiapatam is (ituated on an eminence 
on the fouth bank of the river, about three 
miles from its mouth. By land the dif' 
taiice from this place to Seringapatam is 
little more than eighty-feven miles, although 
tire windings of the river will make it Ibme- 
vvhat more. 

From Tellicheny, the diflance to Serin- 
gapatam is one hundred and two miles 
by the following route, without the advan¬ 
tage of any w‘ater conveyance i 


Tcllicherry to the Village of Kcure, . 20 

From Keure to Illiacour, .... 8 

nitacour to Viatore.,12 

Viacore to the bottom of the Poodicher- 

rum Ghaut,.^ 

To the top, or General Ahcrcromby’s 

Encampment.4 

To Periapatain, , 22 

To Seringapatam, ...... 30 
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The ffant of good harbours on the court 
of Malabo, is a great dcfecl ; all the coji' 
liderable rivers are inconunotlej with bars, 
and large fliips in the open roads lay at a 
coofiderabie difiance from the Jhore. The 
port of TeJiicherry is in this firuation, and 
labours under many inconveniencies. 

The harbour of Caimanore, fourteen miles 
to the northward of TelJicherry, and only 
four miles and a half to the fouthw^rd of 
^Jhapatam, poireflcs fomc advantages, and 
indeed the only harbour rhat I have feen 
on the coaft of Malabar. The fort w^as 
built by the Dutch on a peninfuia projcdl- 
ing into the fca, and ivhich forms one lide 
of the bay. Towards the land it is fortified 
by a w'all. flanked by two baftions. tvith an 
excellent faulfc braye, and a tolerable ditch, 
ctit in the neck of land from the fea to the 
harbour. This ditch would admit the 
water, if the fide next to the fea was not 
choaked up, but it could be cafily cleared 
aw ay, and conflrufled either to retain the 
tvater, or allow it a free paffage with the 
ebbing and flowing of the tide. To render 
the fort refpedlable and next to Bombay, 

one 
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one of the befl and nrongeft on the wcfter» 
fide of India^ a few out-works w oulJ be nc- 
cefiary to extend the line of defence, in order 
to counteraft the extent of the approaches 
and to cover the adjacent ground, which in 
the prefent lituation evidently commands it. 

The town of Cannanore is fituated at the 
bottom of a fmall harbour, in which there 
is fourteen feet water, under the guns of 
the fort. A landing place is projeded from 
the gate toward the fea, where at all feafons 
boats may land. And afewlliips in this har¬ 
bour may ride out the violence of the fouth- 
weft monfoon, although I will not pretend to 
fay that it wdll be practicable to fail from 
thence before the month of September. 

The ad\'antages of this fituation areevident, 
and the confequence of it obvious. Billia- 
patam fort when finifticd, will effectually 
command the river, w'hich woidd prove 
higldy ferviceablc in conveying {lores and 
provifions as high as Illiacour, within 
twonty-two miles of. the Poodecherrum 
pafs, where an army polled to advantage 
may defy the exertions of Tippoo^s force 
from the natural firength of the country, 
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^ot^l in the front and rear. Magazines toulti 
be cftablifhed within fifty.two miles of the 
Nabob s capitab fhould necefiity render hof- 
tJle mcafurcs again necclTar)'. The bar at the 
entrance of BcJliapatatn river being imprac¬ 
ticable during the fouth wefirmonfoon. and 
for fomc rime previous to its fetting in, 
During the blowing of the north weders, 
the harbour of Can nan ore, at the diftance 
of only four miles and 4 bdf, at all feafons 
vvould admit a fafe |ar>ding place, from 
whence a communication could be kept up 
with the fort of Belliapatam, and the ftrength 
of the ground between thefe places would 
encamp, and allow to be drawm out in order 
of battle, a brigade, able to oppofe any force 
that 1 jppoo would choofe to rilk in fuch a 
country : and that too in a fituation to prefervo 
die communication between the two forts, 
open .and complete. mtU the mar of our army 
prorefted by the fea, and at the fame time its 
Hanks llrongly covered. 

The ground rJtat I imve now defertbed is 
Admirably calculated for defence: from the 
ridge of this elevated plain a gentle defeent 
lorms the front of a line confidcrably above 
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a milCt and the flanks are fccutcd by deep 
valleys, over which on the riling ground 
guns could be mounted to great advantage. 

To be ready to a€t at a moment’s warning 
with fo many advantages, and to be able at 
all times to attack the Nabob in bis moft 
vulnerable part> mull appear to be a point of 
the greateft magnitude. The prefervation ot 
his Malabar dominions is of high import¬ 
ance, from die circumftancc of their opening 
To favourable a road to bis upper country, 
and from having uniformly drawn off his 
armies from defblating the Carnatic. The 
detachments fent from Bombay on this fer- 
vicc^ have been in general badly equipped, 
without carriage ot any kind for either ft ores or 
provilions, principally owing to the cxpence, 
inconveniencyj and delay of embarking bul¬ 
locks, and the utter impofllbility ot con¬ 
veying either camels or elephants, A bri¬ 
gade w'cll appointed would at all times over¬ 
awe the Nabob, and prove a confldeiablL 
ground-work to the eftablifliment of a ftrong 
ofFenflve army. The troops of the Prefidency 
of Bombay Iiave always been enterprizing 
and fuccefsful. In this and in former wars, 
Tippoo and his father have ever dreaded the 
0 d 3 invafion 
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invafion of their weftern dominion, :in d tlic 
forts on the fca coaft have uniformly come 
into our polTcffion, by expeditions equipped 
from Bombay. The prefent Nabob IHt 
more forcibly than Hyder Ally the conl’e- 
qiicnccs of our getting immediate footing 
in his country, from which diere w*as no 
difpoircfltng us, without iofs of men and very 
confidtrablc delay: by theic means hjs at¬ 
tention was taken off from more favourite 
purfuits, and where he was materially in¬ 
juring the intereft of our natimi. Mangalore 
laft war drew the enemy from the Carnatic, 
and employed Tippoo and his whole army 
near ten months before it finally capitulated, 
and w’as a v'cry confiderablc inducement in 
forwarding the peace. 

The importance of the Court of Malabar 
is very confiderablc; its produce is various, 
and w'hich depend on the foil and climate of 
the different provinces. Simda and Man¬ 
galore 3nclLl excellent rice in great abundance, 
and the fouthem provinces, cardamums, fan- 
dal-wood, cartia, coir, and cocoa'-nuts; from 
the fidcs of the mountains the fincff Teak in 
India is cut dow and dragged by elephants 
to the banks of the great rivers, to be floaied 
’ down 
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dowTi to the fea-coan:, partiCTilarly to Bey pore 
in the neighbourhood of Calicut, where he 
had built Ihips of confiderable burden. 

The Hindoos of the Malabar coaft, feem 
to have attrailed his greatefi enmit)% Dur¬ 
ing the life-time of his father^ and fince 
his own reign, not kfs tluin four hundred 
thoufand of thefc raiferable people have been 
carried off by the moft inhuman means. It 
would really appear that he wifhed to render 
fo fine a country a frightful defart^ and to 
become a barrier againll our approaches to 
his more elevated dominions. 

However difficult it may be to reconcile a 
meafure fo contrary to his intcreft, it is a cer¬ 
tain fail, that he exceedingly injured the 
population, and confcquently hurt manufac¬ 
tures and the ad vantages arifing from the pro- 
du ft ions of a well-peopled country, wliich 
form the riches of a flate. By fome it is 
aferibed to religious zeal for the general con- 
verfion of the Hindoos to the Mahomed an 
religion. 

There Is one objeft the Nabob has never 
loft fight of; an objeft which he leems to 
have followed with cnthufiiftic ardour, that 
of becoming a maratime power. Ttvicchis 
D d 3 prepa- 
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preparations have been deftrayed, and before 
laft n.'ar, vcflels of diilerient fizes from four 
guns to lixty-four were either burnt or fold 
for the benefit of the captors. His ports, 
though not the mofi convenient, would by 
his efiablithing a marine oblige the nation 
to keep up a rcfpc<flable naval force in India 
for the prot€<^ion of our trade. 

To obviate the inconvenicncics of defend¬ 
ing forts immediately on the fea^oaft. he has 
lately defiroyed cvciy one of that defen ption, 
Onore, Mangalore, and CalUcut arc etafed, 
and he has fubftiiuted others in their room 
mote inland and lefs liable to our immediate 
allaults. On the high road leading to Bed- 
nore he has crewed a fort on an elevated 
fituatjon, with a walled town below: here he 
has magazines- filled with the commodities 
of his upper count!)' and which he tranfports 
on bullocks to the port of Corial- Bunder, 
where it is (hipped by the trading veiTcls of the 
Arabs and Moors, W'hofe connexion he en¬ 
courages in preference to all Europeans. 

fiver Bey pore (cenied to have been fixed 
on as his principal depot of naval Bores and 
materials for £hip-building. On the bar 
there is fufficient w'atcr to Boat vcJTels of great 

burden, 
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burden, arid I have niyfelf feen, (for I was fta- 
rioned there feveral weeks during the war) 
alllip on the ilocks, pierced for 64 guns, tor 
which there was fuflicicnt water to carry her 
out of the river. Teak from the mountains 
is caitly conveyed, and his evident intentions 
was to fix on a ihuation which he could cover 
with a ftroTig fortification, and become under 
his protedlion a fiourilhing port, calculated 
for the exportation of his flaples and the 
pchej' commodities of his country *. 

The Nabob having fomned the plan, com¬ 
menced to build a town agreeably to the 
European manner. Regular ftreets eroding 
each other at right angles befpokc neatnefs 
and uniformity. Thu Durbar or Govern¬ 
ment Houfe was above half finilhed, and 
when completed would have formed a fqiiare 
of no inconfiderable extent. The Fort was 
creeled on a fifing ground, nearly three- 
fourths of a mile above the town, between 
it and die fea, and above a mile and a half 
from the entrance of the river. The nciv 
emporium he dignified with the name of 
Ferrockabad, or the “ Happy Place.” Co¬ 
lonel Hartley, with a dctacliment, after tlic 

^ Bey pore h now in our pofreffiem. 
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defeat of Murtaub Cawn» crcdled the Eng- 
Jifii flag on the holf-Aninied walls of the 
fort, when it was transferred to the poll^on 
of the Britifli troops. 

The fort is of his own conftni^ion, the 
molt extraordinary I ever fatv. The circum¬ 
ference of the body of the place is about a 
mile, and entirely circular. Alternately 
placed at etjual diflances are four fquare baf- 
tions and four towers, each intended to 
contain embrafurcs for fix guns, and with¬ 
out out-^vorks of any kind. The mafoniy 
excellent: freeftonc and lime exceedingly 
thick and fblid. A ditch u'as begun and a 
covered-way intended. Water was procured 
by u-ells perforated through the rock, and 
above one hundred feet in depth, ■with a 
regular flight of fteps cut almoft to the 
bottom. 

Should thefe propoied alterations bcadopt- 
cdj the Fort of TcHichcrry w'ould become al¬ 
together unncceflary. It is a place in its 
prefent fituation neither capable of defence 
or improvement, but while we have nothing 
better, it is worthy of our attention. The 
lines railed for its protection, ever, in their 
prefent Contracted Hate, arc too ex ten five to 

be 
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be well defended by a finall body of Ttnen, 
and nature has done as little for its fituation, 
as any place that 1 hax^e ycl feen. For many 
years tt has been a burthen to the Company, 
and at ail times expofed to the infult and at¬ 
tack of the Nabob, where our troops have been 
often cooped up, and had it not been for their 
fpiric and gallantry, mud have fallen a prey 
to his fuperior numbers, and left us without 
a place of arms on the Coaft of Malabar. It 
has been the unceafing aim of the Nabob to 
drive us from the vicinity of his country, by 
difpofTeiTing us of the Carnatic, xvhen Xra- 
vancore and Xelli cherry would become an 
caly prey, and his dominions extend from fea 
to fca. 

The mode of warfare adopted by all the 
eaftem powers, when oppofed to an enemy 
of refpcdability and force, more cfpecially a 
European one, is in the firft place mod de¬ 
terminedly to avoid a general adlion, and 
never to fight but where fuperiority and ad¬ 
vantage is eminently confpicuous: for this 
reafon it is that they feck every opportunity 
of attacking and cutting off detachments 
from the army, and reducing our numbers 
by every artifice, afiiftcd by the beft intelli¬ 
gence 
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jtncc that money can procure. In their 
own country, as our troops approach, they 
burn and deftroy not only every village, but 
every blade of grals, in order to deprive us 
of provifions or forage, and oblige us cither 
to detach and weaken our ftrength, or fall 
back toH^ds our magazines. Should the 
war be carried into our countrj% plunder and 
devaftation is every where prevalent, from 
their numerous Looties and Pindarics, while 
their main army watch every bccafion of 
hillmg in with our efcom or foragers. 
It is rare they undertake a regular fiege, 
^vhich would infallibly lead to a deci- 
iive engagement. What they cannot attam 
by force of arms they think to accompliOi 
by /hatagem and an, whether by depriving 
the army of its provifions or ftores, or by 
jen^hening the war reduce our refources, or 
mate defertion among our troops. To thefe 
artifices Tippoo has a ftrong propenfity, 
but his fuperior judgment has given him 
other advantages, Forefeeing the confe- 
quenccs and ardent temper of the Englifii, 
knowing the incapacity of European troops 
to march in the fultiy climate of India, and 
computing on the certain diminution of 
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our force, he indulges our w!flies, with 
the daily hopes of rifking an atflion, but 
which he uniformly prevents, by out-march¬ 
ing us in every Uiflsnce. I ip poo on this 
occafion has declared, that he would amufc 
the Englilh army till their feet became 
Avoln as large as thofe of an elephant, 
before he would engage them, 'io render 
himfelf fuperior to the native powers in In¬ 
dia, Tippoo has introJuced regularity and 
fyftem among ft bis troops, and his artillery 
is better I'erved than any other. His know¬ 
ledge of tadlics is confined, and in evolutions 
he is exceedingly ignorant. His advantages, 
it muft be allowed, enfurc him more certain 
means ofconqueft than any of his neighbours, 
and in rilkingdetachments againft him, where 
he commands in perfon we cannot be tivo care¬ 
ful, To evince the truth of thefe afierrions, 
and to give fomc idea of liis military talents 
and exertions, as well as thofe of his generals, 
I need only refer to the more remarkable 
occurrericcs of the war, Thei'c recitals will 
convey a clear idea of the mode of warfare 
in India, and evince what I have already af- 
ferted, that Tip poo’s troops fight gallantly 
when headed by himfelf, but that his detach¬ 
ments 
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nicnts are never to be depended on for either 
courage or fidelity. 

I have been fomewhat partioukr in de- 
fenbing the force and difpolition of Tjppoo 
together with the fituation of the coaft of Ma- 
kbar, in a military point of view: becaufe I 
Wee in the event of another Indian war the 
tkongeit oppofition from the quarter of My- 
^re. Tippoo is to Great Britain what 
Hannibal was to the Romans, and it is 
abfurd to entertain an idea, that the tnte. 
reds of Tippoo can be rendered compatible 
with the profperity of our empire in the 
liaft. We mud rcgatd Tippoo as a great 
military charader, inveterate and cunning, 
and rmdy to take part with our enemies 
whenever occafion may offer* with probabk 
hty of fuccefs. His intrigues with the 
northern powers of ludia. and his plans and 
connexions with the Turkiih Div-an and 
the French Republic, declare in the moff 
unequivocal manner, his fentiments in regard 
to us It is fortunate for the Britifh empire, 
that the fyffem of French Rcpublicanifm, 
re ying too much on the neutrality of the 
Porte, has m the recent invafion of Egypt* 
unhinged that fort of connexion, whidi* 

bad 
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had It exited in full force» might cvcntuallj 
have proved dangerous to oiir commerce with 
the E^. The connection to which 1 allude, 
is that which might have been formed between 
the northern powers of India, Tippoo, the 
Turkifti Empire, and the French Republic- 
Should we turn to the vievvs of France in the 
early period of the revolution, we {hall find 
it extremely jealous of our friendfhip with 
the Turks, and that they .were determined to 
engrofs not only the whole trade of the 
Levant, butalfo in courfe of time, the Indian 
commerce by that medium, and the fu- 
preme command in the Mediterranean, 
At the moment when the Diredtors of the 
government of France deemed it inexpedient 
to attempt the power of the EngliCh in In¬ 
dia, it was only becaufe they did not tvifh 
to have a rupture with this countiy, and that 
time alone would work our deftruftion in 
the Eaft. Condorcct, who was at this period 
a man of great weight and conlideratioa in 
France, and Vice-prefident of the National 
Convention, publilhed fentiments \vhich fully 
tend to confirm what I have now advanced, 
and which throws a llrong light on the 
^iews and defigns of France; ** England," 

faid 


( 4H ) 

faid he, ** no doubt has an intercft in depriv¬ 
ing us of the friendfhip of the Turks, tliat l> > 
“ file may be thereby enabled to exclude us 
from the Levant trade, which we at pre- 
” fent carry on: but let her fpin out her 
“ intrigues, the moment of our povver is 
“ approaching, and then the minifter who 
“ now hates and affedts to defpife us, will 
*' court our alliance; and the ftate which 
didlates Machiavelian policy to enrich it- 
“ Iclf, may be caught in its owm fnares, A 
nation that forces its refources is nearer to. 
its fall than it may imagine : the neccflity * 
** of our having a fleet in the Mediter¬ 
ranean, is founded on this principle, that 
“ file ought once for all to break the league 
“ of the petty Princes of the South, and 
** convince them of this plain and flmple 
truth, that we fear them not; wc will af¬ 
terwards think of the means of getting 
rid of the powers of the king of Sardinia, 

** and favouring the difmemberment of the 
** ifland, from which he derives his royal 
title. The expedition may be entniflcd 
to Paoli with three frigates and ^ooo 
Corficans ; the Sardinians are ifianders, 

** and confequently formed for liberty: for * 

“ in 
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ill all times part, thofc who iiihabjtcJ 
“ iflands and mountains have deteftcd the 
" yoke of defpotiim. The conqueft of Sar- 
dinia will be an additional flep toward 
univirf&l rspublkanifm i then we muy 
“ think of our Levant trade, fo ufeful to 
“ our fouthern departments; commerce is 
** the offspring of induAty, as indidlry is of 
** liberty j let us but be free, and ftrength, 
« wealth, and every other good will necef- 
** fiirily follow. The Turks will (land in 
** need of us, they will give us whatever 
“ wc a(k, and we fhall find in the Levant 
'* trade ample compenfation for all our Ioffes 
** in America: but Jto effedl this, we muft 
'* rule the Mediterranean; k is our fca, wc 
** muft be fuperior there to the Ruftian, 
*' fleet, and wake the Emprefs from the 
“ dream in which flic fondly thinks fhc 
'* can become miftrefs of Corfica, and pour 
** her Ruffians into Provence, We muft 
** aw'e the confederated Bourbons of the 
** South, and be beforehand with their in- 
tended armament for next fpringj we 
“ muft make Spain tremble: let ten French 
** fhips of war be fent to carry the thrcc- 
“ coloured cockade, and the declaration of 

** the 
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the Rightb of Man mto Catalonta. We 
muR let the Bourbon of Spain know, that 
“ if he ventures to take in dudgcorl what we 
** have done, we will recover from him Na* 
varrc, which of right belongs to him, and 
** then declare it free. We muft be before* 
“ hand with the other crowned Bourbon» 
** the King of the tw'o Sicilies, and aJfo the 
“ great Maftcr of Malta, who are confede- 
** rating againft us. What is wanting to 
“ accomplidi all this: ten fliips of the line 
** and fome battalions of our great national 
“ army. We have all Europe agatnll; us; 
** then be it fo, it is a glorious fight, and 
equally worthy of us who bear a part in 
*f it, of hiftor)' that will record it, and of 
** profperity that will read of it. Holland”, 
it was further obferved, %votild be hurried 
“ into the republican vortex, perhaps Eng* 
land will alfo. But indemnify England 
** for the lofs of her influence over HoL 
** land, and the Englifli commerce for open* 
“ ing the Scheldt. We muft propofe to the 
** EngUlh government and merchants to de- 
liver the Spanifh colonies from the unjuft 
and heavy yoke impofed on them by the 
** mother coumi^’. This operation fo cafy 

“ will 
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•' v/Ill open an inexhauftiblc fourcc -of rJclie#. 
“ Tlvrcc fquadrotis are fuflicicnt for this 
" operation, one in the Straits of Gibraltar, 
** one in the Gulf of Mexico, another on the 
'* coails of Chili and Leon, and a few fri- 
*' gates at Manilla. Thefe fquadrons mull 
** be half French half Engliih, that we may 
“ not infpire England with any jealoiify. 
** Let us never think of molefting the 
** Engliih in India; let us only have rell- 
“ ing places there: this w'ill he enough. 
** The power of the EnglilTi there be- 
** comes Coloifai ; it will deftroy itfelf by 
“ its own bulk. This event may be, per- 
** haps, much nearer than one thinks. The 
“ Indians, by becoming more warlike every 
day, will caufe great difbrders in Old 
“ England. 

" In my opinion,” fays Gondorcet, the 
“ true theory of colonies Is, that they Ihould 
“ govern themfclves; that they Utould be in- 
“ dependent; and that the mother countries 
* * Hio u I d carry on a free t rad e; and i t is ackno w- 
'* I edged that commerce is never more ftou- 
rilliing than wlicn it enjoys perfedl liber- 
** ty: w'itncfs the lofs of America to Eng- 
“ land: its commerce has been more and 
Voj.. I, E e 
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more cxtendeij, and America itfdf has in* 
“ creafed in ridics, population, and con- 
** fumprion. Suffer a free communica- 
** tion ; this in a few words is the theory of 
** cctnimercc/* 

At the iunclurc wlitu fuch vaft dcligns 
were fomiing in the cliimcrical minds of the 
French, it may not be utiacccpttible to take 
a review of the ftatc of tlicir navy at that 
time, as the means by which they intended 
to eftird: their purpofcs. The Meditertantan 
fleet conflffed of five fliips, feven frigates, 
feven corvettes, and four packets. The Mi- 
rtifter of the Marine had reinforced it with 
ten lliips fitted out at Brelh L'Orient, and 
Rochefort, The whole of their marine force 
confiiled of 102 veffels I viz, twenty-one 
fhips of the line, fifty frigates, eighteen cor¬ 
vettes, t\vcniy-fdur armed packets, two 
Hoops, and tcnfiutcF} independent of thefc, 
the republic had in its port, fifty-three Ihips 
ready built, tiurly-foiir of which were fit for 
being inffantly equipped, and nineteen in 
Jhch a fiate as to be lafccptiblc of repairs. 
Of feven lliips building, three of whom 
were ready to he launched, the republic had 
in its ports forty-one frigates ready built, 

twenty- 
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twenty-four of which were ready to he fitted 
out, and the other feveoteen capable of being 
repaired, and fix frigates upon the flocks. 
Such was the feeble fiate of tlie French 
navy in the year 1792: and we may now 
confole ourfelves, that our kte brilliant naval 
vidfcorics, have reduced it to a fituation fa 
crippled* that it is no longer to be appre¬ 
hended, or indeed to be regarded in the fcalc 
of maritime Europe. Their views in the Me¬ 
diterranean arc ruined* and their ideal fehemes 
ofcngroflingtlic Indian commerce at an end. 
Their intentions of pofTeffing themfelves of 
the mouths of the Nile, the Borders of the 
Red Sea, the Banks of the Euphrates and 
Tigris, and the Ferfian Gulf, in diredt oppo- 
fition to the intereft of the Turks and Arabs, 
was a fpeculation fit only for the warm ima¬ 
ginations of the French, and wortlty only of 
their vapouring rhodomontadc. If k was their 
intention to revolutionize Egy^pi, Syria, and 
Arabia, by means of the fixed inhabitants of 
thefe countries, it fiiows how iittie they were 
acquainted with their real fituation. Had they 
confultedthe elegant writers of their own na¬ 
tion, Savaiy and Volncy* on this fubjeeb, they 

Ecu would 
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would iiave difcovtrcd rhc wretched and hu-* 
miliating Hate of the people they intended to 
organize t they furcly could not fuppofc that 
tile roving Arabs, wliofc charaiieriflic is free¬ 
dom, wotdd fubmit to the unjuft proceedings 
of a French military democratic powor; 
a monftcr hideous in itfdf and deftrudive to 
thofe who have experienced its mifehievous 
and baneful dominion. 

It never has been doubted that human na¬ 
ture, in a ftatc of degradation is utterly inca¬ 
pable of liberty, or of receiving thofe im- 
prefltons which tend to promote it. The 
mind of man muft be humanifed, and taught 
to feel and to underftand tliat reciprocal juf- 
ticc is true liberty". To effed a radical change 
in the wicked and debafed charadcr of a na¬ 
tion, funk in every vice, and entirely given 
up to every fort of infamy, is a progreflivc 
w'ork of much labour; and requiring in the 
firft place, not only the example of public 
virtue, hut the moft (Irid attention to private 
morals* Whether the Egyptians, w ho are in 
this wretched fituatlon, cun derive from the 
manner, habits, and proceedings of the 
French, thole noble and juft ffcntimcnts nc- 
ceflary to promote and accelerate a reform, 
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is a quc/ljon eafily to be foived. Soldiers 
and men of dcfpcratc foitunc arc not the heft 
patterns of juftlce and excellence, even were 
tl:e Egyptians in a ftatc ready to receive the 
impre/non. 

That the French Dircdlor}' have iniftalcu- 
liited in tlicir expedition to Egypt, mull ap- 
pearevLdcnttocvct)'onc. Ifthcirintcntion 
was colonifation, who were to colonife ? Not 
the foldicrs, from wd’iom habits of indnftry 
could net be cxpcdled; it muft have been 
by emigration from France* a country al¬ 
ready much depopulated and neglcdtcd. To 
have accompliflicd this, the power of the 
French muft h^vc been predominant in the 
Med iter ratvean ; and they muft a!fo have had 
the command in the Red Sea and of Upper 
Egy'pt, Alexander the Great, before he at¬ 
tacked the city of Tyre, meditated an expe¬ 
dition to Egypt; but the want of naval lii- 
perioriry in the Mediterranean was his rea- 
fon for then declining it. By the redu(5l!oit 
of Tyre and Pheiiicia, Alexander calculated 
on the capture of their numerous navy, and 
at that time in the hands of the Perftans t 


this 


h 


* Ar/hn, Vol. i. p. loS. 
Ec3 


{ 422 ) 

this circitmftancc ought to have been remem-i 
bered by the French Diredoiy. We will, 
however, fuppofc for a moment, that the 
French had eflablilhcd thcmfclves in Eg}''pt, 
and that’they threatened the deftraiflion of 
Engliih coit\mcrcc with India: in this fitu- 
ation remedies might hill be applied to ren¬ 
der all thefe fehemes fruitlefs and abortive. 
Tlvc Nile, which fertilifcs the country through 
which it runs, flows by a long and lhaight 
courle through the kingdoms of Abyffmia 
and Nubia, before it dtfceruJis into the lower 
country, where it forms by Its many mouths 
the Del ta of Egj' pt. The ni u t y all n tcrcou rfe 
of ihefe countries ts very great, by means of 
the navigation of the Nik ; and lower Egypt, 
notwithltanding its own prolific and abun¬ 
dant foil, ilands greatly in want of many 
fupplics from thofe countries which the Nile 
waters in its courfe. The fituation of the 
coaft of Malabar and its vicinity to the Straits 
of Babel MamJel, together with our naval 
force in thole fe^s, would command entire 
pofleflton of the Red Sea, and enable the 
Eaft-India Company to detach from their 
fettlements on that coak, an army of native 
troops to occupy the Banks of the Nile, and 

entirely 
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entirely to cut off the communication be- 
tweeti Upper and Lower Egypt, Thefc 
troops might be landed at CoiiCFi from 
whence they could be marched to Ghennah, 
on the Nile. The Arabs would fully keep 
awake the attention of the fVench on tlie 
Hdc of Syria and towards the Delta, and the 
Mediterranean Sea. Another circuitiflance of 
noinconfiderable import ought to be attended 
to. Thofe Arabs who inhabit the Ihores of 
the Red Sea, cannot fiiil to regard the inva- 
^on of the French with a jealous eye, and 
would, no doubt, cheerfully exert themfelves 
to drive out the invaders. The native troops 
of India being of the fame religion with the 
Arabs, at leail many of them being fo, it Is 
to be fuppofed that from a limilarity of 
manners and cuiloms they would readily 
alTimikte, and adl together on the fame prin¬ 
ciples of oppofition towards the French. 
The French at all ex'^ents, having a powerful 
body of Arabs in their front, and a confider- 
ablc force ready to fall down the Nile on their 
rear, would be reduced to the greateft extre¬ 
mities, and ultimately forced to funender 
at dtfetetion. It may however be reafonably 
expeifed that this event has already taken 
K c 4 place. 
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place. But fliuuM any apprchenfion of the 
fuccefs and power of the French create feri- 
ous alarm in the minds of Government and 
the Eaft-India Compny, fo as to juftify a 
mcalurct didlatcd by political expediency i 
and which neceility only can approve; there 
is no doubt that the plan of the Great Albu¬ 
querque could he carried into execution, and 
the current of the Nile be diverted into the 
Red Sea i Fgypt would become an uninha¬ 
bitable Defart, and the prefent people would 
l)c obliged to retire into Syria, there to culti¬ 
vate, wluit are highly capable of improve¬ 
ment, its cxtenftvc uninhabited plains. And 
it may be a confolaion, that the degenerated 
Egyptians, under the influence of a different 
climate, might pollibly become more ufeful, 
and, as members of focicty, better deferving 
encouragement and protc^lion. 

If the views of the French in regard to 
Egypt have been deceitful and fallacious, 
thofc in regard to the Euphrates, Tygris, 
and the Gulf of Perfia are no Icfs fo. The 
designs of Buonaparte on Bombay * and Surat 
from this quarter, do not deferve to be fe- 
riouJly examined. The defigns of Tippoo, I 

^ Appendbi:, E. 
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believe, are more mature than what the 
French have on this fubjedt, publicly de¬ 
clared : and 1 iha.ll in this place explain on 
what data my opinion is formed, 

ft would be a laborious talk to trace the 
different irruptions into the plains of Hin- 
dcjftan by the dr ft Mahomedan Conquerors, 
ft is fufJicient to obferve, that on the divifton 
of the empire of Alexander, there arnle in 
the countries fituated between Parthia and the 
Indus, and lying to the South of the river 
lihon or Oxps, a very confidcrable kingdom, 
known by tlie name of Badlria. This king¬ 
dom, after many viciflitudes, came under the 
extenfivc dominion of the Caliphs > hut to¬ 
wards the clofe of the 9th cenairy, the period 
when the empire of the Caliphs fell into 
decline, this country as well as Bucharia, 
was feiiicd on by one of the Governors under 
the Caliphat, As the hiftor)' of the coun¬ 
tries between the Cafpian Sea and Eaftcm 
Tartar)', lias been a continued fcricsof revolt, 
fo in the year 560, Abiftagi, the Governor 
of Korafan, withdrew his allegiance from 
the King of Bucharia, and founded the empire 
of Ghizna, comprehending nearly the fame 
countries as the ancient Badtria, This 
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ufurper cftablilhcd liis capital at Ghtzna, a 
town fituated on the river Cow Mull, at no 
great diftance, weftward from the Indus, 
Subudagi fucceeded Abeftugi, who made 
fomc predatory incurfions into the Panjabj 
but the glory, if any, of being the firft Ma- 
hpmedan Conqueror of India devolved on his 
ion Miihmood Sultan, a Prince of great 
enterprize and military fpirit. At this pe¬ 
riod the empire of Hindoftan had not been 
contaminated by foreign invaHon. The in¬ 
habitants I'poko the language of their an* 
ceftors which is now difufed, and only known 
to the Pundits, or learned Bramins, and they 
enjoyed the free excrcile of the Hindoo re¬ 
ligion undiflurbed. 

Mahmood Sultan, having added Bucharia 
to his kingdom, refolved to crofs the Indus, 
and to turn his arms towards HindoAan. Ac¬ 
cordingly in the year 1000, he fet out on this 
^xpeditton. The Rajapoots, who then in¬ 
habited the diftricls of Moultan and Lahore, 
oppolcd him foreight years, with great bravery [ 
and with various fuccefs. Notwitliftanding 
the combination of the Hindoo Princes, this 
fuccefsful and detennined inv'ader, after re- 
peated expeditions, in the year ton, made 

himfelf 
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himftlf mailer of Ddlu. It docs not appcai' 
that this conqucA gave him unlimited empire 
in the Eaft: for the Rajapoots of Agemlre 
he found it Impoilible to fubdue. From the 
effedt of a religion newly acquired, the rage 
of Mahniood w'as particularly dirccSledagainR 
the temples of the Hindoos and other places 
of facred inftirution. But he found means to 
eftablilh his authority over the PanJab and 
he fubdued and nominally retained all the 
country from the Ganges to Guzaiat, inclu- 
five, leaving the Decan and the Penlnfuk of 
India to future conquerors. This is the lliort 
Itiftory of the hril permanent cftablilhments 
in HindoHan, enforced by the Mahomedan 
Tartars, and who by degrees fixed their capi¬ 
tal at Lahore, Thefe fuccefles were followed 
up by Mahometl the Second, of Ghorean ex- 
tnidtion, and by the different Dynaftics of 
Patans, or Afghans and Moguls. 

It will be here obferved, that Hyder Ally, 
the founder of the MyfTorean Empire, and 
the father of Tippoo Sultan, took for his model 
the famous Mahmood: and became to the 

* The Pafijab is that tmfl Cff country ‘^vaiercd by ihe 
five great rivers io the c^(t\v:ird of the Indus^ and which 
fall into that river* 
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Hindoos of the Pcninfula what that Prince had 
been to the inhabitants of Hindoftan *. The f 
fon no lefs cruel, trod in the footfteps of his 
lather, and looked forward to eftabJiJh a new 
DjTiafty of Mahomedan Emperors over all 
the foutlicnr provinces of India. Like the 
firfr barbarous hordes that invaded Hindoftan, 
the rage of Hydcr and Tippoo was fatal to ^ 

all, not of the Mahomedan religion, and to 
the Pagodas of the I'lindoos. Tippoo endea¬ 
vours to trace his defeent from the favage 
conquerors who preceded him, and would 
no doubt, glory in the comraiflion of the * 

fame crimes, and exert tlie fame means to 
accomplilh Ins views. 'We cannot in this 
place help betraying a fmilc, when we conii- 
der the vanity of Tippoo, and his anxiety 
about pedigree, and compare it with fomc 

* The tenn Hiadofbn »improperly applied (o aJl the 
cotinuy which lies between the rii crs Ganges and Indus, 
to the Ea(t and Weft: the mountains of Thibet to the 
North, and the Sea to the South, which includes the 
whuk Ptuitnfnb of India, In fail, Hindoftan proper 
is inteifcclcd by the line of ai or • a. north Ijtitude, * 

and cSitendlng nortliuard to the mouniains above men¬ 
tioned. The coiuiiry lying immediately to the South is 
called tile Dtccan, wliile the ftill more routhem pro¬ 
vinces are diftingiiinied by the names of the Coalls of 
hia labor, and Ctitomattdel | the Concatr, Giicars, itc, 

of 
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of our European countrymen, wlio like him , 
arc perhaps, as much at a lofs to accouiii 
for their riches, titles, and honours. It h 
Tioi the pnlman ^ui meruit of Lord Nelfon, 
which falls to the fltare of all who arc en¬ 
riched and ennobled, 

Tippoo^s object being to eftablifli, as we 
have already obferved, the Mahomed an. con- 
queits over India, regards the afTiftancc of 
the fuccclTor to the throne of Mahmood 
Sultan, Emperor of Ghizna, as efTential to 
his fuccefs. 

Since the time of Mahmood this empire 
has undergone feveral changes and vicilli- 
tudes. The line of the Ghiznian Emperors 
continued in the poiTeffion of this vaft king¬ 
dom till the year i J 58, when the irruptions 
of the Gauridcs from a territory beyond the 
mountains of Ghurgiftan. fcized on the 
weftem part of the empire, and becair,e an 
independent Aate under Mahomed the Second, 
called Mahomed Gori, from the name of lu's 
former country. Cufroc the Ghiznian, 
being thus driven from the greateft part of 
his dominions, ne\'crthelefs retained that part 
which was contigtious to the Indus, and 

Lahore 
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Lahore became his capital: but this was only 
fbr a while, for the fucccfTois of Cufroc 
were difpolTefleJ of the portion which rc^ 
mained to them by the fame Mahomed, who 
carried his arms to Benares, the feat of 
Hindoo elegance and ittemture. The Maho¬ 
med ans of the Patan or Afghan Dynafty pur- 
fued tiicir conquefls with fuccefs till the 
reign ot the great Aurengzebc or Ailumgire, 
wlien the empire of the Moguls arrived at 
the zenith of its glory. During all this time, 
the weftem part of this vafl extent of terri¬ 
tory was under the management of Go^'cr- 
nors, appointed by the Court of Delhi: and 
amongrt other countries, thofe comprehend¬ 
ing the original Ghiznian empire. 

Early in the prefent century the kingdom 
of Pcriia was governed by a Monarch, who 
was not inferior cither in languinaiy adts, or 
in rapine and depredation to thofe we have 
alreadw mentioned : this was Thamas Kouli 
Caw'n. To exemplify his condu (3 and pur- 
fuits it need only be mentioned, that ioo» 0 OO 
people %vere maffacred. and a plunder col¬ 
lected and carried into Pcrlia, amounting to 
no lefs a fum than iixey-two millions of our 
money. Beirdes this, Jie added to his empire 

' all 
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all that part appertaining to Hindolton, lying 
to the well ward of the Indus. 

On the* death of Thomas, better known by 
the name ot Nadir Shah, his empire, like 
that of Alexander, was tom in pieces. Ab¬ 
dullah, who had been one of his generals, and 
ivho, it is aflerted, was a native Pnnte of 
the Afghan race, defpoilcd of his country 
by the Perfian emperor, and obliged by him 
to follow his fortunes, laid hold of the eaft- 
em part of Perfia, and laid the foundation of 
flic kingdom of Candahnr*. This kingdom 
is nearly the fame with that of ancient 
Ghizna, comprehending Candahar, Cabul, 
Caflimcrc, and Kborafan, and having the 
whole country on tlic w-eftem banks of the 
Indies, from the city of Attock to tlic Gulf 
of Cutch, fiibjedt to his tribute and control, 
and of which Major Renndl gives the fol¬ 
lowing account. 

Timur Slmw, (the fucceiror of Ahmud 
Abdalla, late King of Candahar, Koralkn, 
&c. who died about the year 1773.) poffefles 
in Hindoftan nothing more than the coun¬ 
try of Caflimcre, and fome incon fide ruble 
diftridts contiguous to the eaftern bank of 

the 
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Indies, above tlie city of Attock. On 
the deaili of Nadir he fuddenly appeared 
among his former fubjedts, and in a fliort 
time eredled for himfdf a conilderabJe king¬ 
dom in the eaftern part of Periia; adding to 
it, moft of the Indian provinces ceded by the 
Mogul to Nadir Sliaw, Jt kis been aflerted 
that Abdalla had atifen to a high command 
in the Perfian army; and that his depart¬ 
ments of courfe occalioning a large fum of 
money to center with him i he, on the death 
of Nadir Shaw, availed himfelf of the ufe of 
thefc treafures, to carry off a part of the 
army. He eflablifhcd his capital at Cabul, 
near the hither foot of the Indian Caucafus; 
and it appeared by the accounts of Mr. For- 
Her, who traverfed the country of Timur 
Shaw in J783, that his fubje^s live under 
an eafy government, that is, for an Alia tic 
one. The rcvemies and military force of 
Candahar have not come to my knowledge. 
The military efiablilhment has been given at 
200,000 men. I know Abdalla bad regu¬ 
lar infantry, doathed like the Britlfli Sea- 
poys, and at one time made ufc of the Bri- 
tilh manufactures for that purpofe. This 

trade, 
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trade went by Sindy and up the Indus, and 
by its branches to Cabul, Tlie trade has 
long been at an end. 

This country is now governed by Zemautv 
Shaw. With this prince, Tippoo has courted 
an anianoc, as 1 have before mentiohed, 'with 
a view -to eftablifli an empire of univerfal 
Mahomedanifin over India. In this con* 
cuflion the Britifii power wouKi be the firll 
attacked. Our empire in that quarter may 
therefore be ctmftdered as the great barrier 
between the Hindoos and the Mahomedan 
princes of India: for the downfal of the 
Britiih government in thatcountiy would, no 
doubt, be very loon followed by the expuliion 
of the Aboriginal Hindoos, or at leaf! by the 
completcovcrthrowof their empire in the Eaft. 

By attention to the map of India and the 
pofition of the Seicks, we foal! find in that 
nation an infoperable bar to the march of 
Zemaun^Sliaw to the frontiers of Oiide and 
the provinces of Bengal, The whole of the 
country of the Seicks is interfedled by five 
large rivers, to the euAward of the Indus 
and inhabited by a warlike and powerful 
race. Thefe people were firA noticed in the 
reign of Shah ichan, who began h!s reign in 
VoL. I. F f 
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tJjc year 1628, about w^kb time they be¬ 
came fettiers alopg the inouc.tain?, which, 

form the boundary of Hindoftan to the 

north. They dif&r coniiJerably from the 
Hindoos, being tolerant, and admitting pro- 
fclvtes amongft them, aldiough they hoM 
Midioraedifni in great deteftation. The 

Scjcks became {brmidable in the reigii of 
Buhadar Shaw, about the year J707, and 
obliged diat monarch ti? oppofc them, in per- 
Ibn tviili a conliderable army; hut in die year 
i6t6 they were fo powerful that the Grand 
Army oi tlic Mogul empire was under the nc- . 
ceUity of inarching againfl them. 

** Tile Scicks * may be reckoned the moli 
wcflcm nation of Hindolbn; for the King 
*• of Ciindalur poflefles but aninconfiderabie 
** extent of territory, on the eafl of the Jndus • 1 

" butfince the complete downfal of the Mo- 
“ gu] empire, they have acquired very exten- 
** Jive domains; but their power ought not to 
“ be eftimated in the exad: proportion to the 
** extent of their polTcflions, fince they do not 
form one endre ftatcj but a number of fmall ^ 
acres, independent of each other in their in- 

Vide Major Reonelt, page cruii. 
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(eni.-il government, and only connedied by a 
*' federal union. They have extended their 
** territories on the fouth-eaft, that is, into the 
*' province of Delhi, very rapidly of late years; 
“ and perhaps the Zemindars of that country 
*' may have found it inconvenient to place 
*' themfelves under the protcdlion of the 
“ Scicks, in order to avoid the more oppref- 
five government of their former mailers. 
** Certain it is, that the eaftern boundary of the 
‘‘ Scicks' dominions has been advanced to the 
“ banks of (he Jumnab river, above Delhi; 
“ and to the neighbourhood of that city, for 
" the adjoining territory of Sehaurtimpour is 
" fubjedlto their depredations, ifnot adluaJly 
tributary to them, and that they make ex- 
“ curfions to the very fide of the Ganges. On 
*' the Ibuth, they arc bounded by the northern 
“ extreme of the Tandy Dcfart of RegiHan; 
and on the fouth-weft their boundary meets 
that of Sindy or Tatta, at the city of Beh- 
*' kcr, or Bhaker, on the Indus. On the weft, 
“the Indus is their general boundary, as high 
“ upas the city of Attock, near to which be- 
** gin the territories of the King of Candahar, 

*' and tlieir northern boundary is the chain of 
“ mountains that lies towards Thibet and 
F f 2 " Cafh- 
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“ Calhmerc. This being the cafe, they will be 
" found topoffefs the whole Soubah or Pro- 
“ vinceof Lahore, the principal part of Moul- 
" tain, and die weitern part of Delhi, the 
dimenfions of which trads are above 400 
** Britilh miles from N. W, to S, E. and from 
150 to 200 broad m general; although in 
“ the part between Attock and Bchkar (that 
is, along the Indus) the c:!etent cannot be 
“ Icfs than 320* Their capital city is Lahore, 
“ We know but little concerning the ftateof 
“their government and politics; but the 
“ former is repreientedas being mild. In their 
“ moilo of making war, they are 11 nquellion- 
** ably favage and micl. Their army conlills 
'* almoft entirely of horfe, of which they are 
“ laid to be able to bring at leall 100,000into 
** the field. It is fortunate that the Oiidcdo- 
minions have the Ganges fora barrier be- 
“ tween them and this army of plunderers. 

Abdalla wasaccullonicd to pafs thro ugh the 
“ country of the Shcicks during his vifns to 
Delhi as late as the years lySo and 1761, 
“ and indeed me Jitaied the conqucfl of it; but 
it is probable that with the prefent Hrength 
“ of the Scicks, no King of Candalmr will 
“ attempt either the one or the other. It was 

'* lately 
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lately reported, that the Seicks in 

“ amity with TimurShah of Candaliar. and 
meant to allow his army a palTagc throu^li 
their territories. This, however, appears 
“ highly improbable: the progrefs of an In- 
“ dian army, efFciSing nearly an equal degree 
of defolatjon, whether it enters a country 
" on terms of hoffility or of amity/* 

From the illuflration wdiidi I have given, 
the reader will eafily difeover tlic nature of 
the connexion and of that alliance which I 
have before remarked, A plan which might 
have been rendered more deftrudive than the 
mad ambitious fehemes of the French Di- 
redoiy. I truft that I may be excufed in 
remarking, that to oppofe the northern hordes 
of Mahomedan Tartars, the good-will and 
opinion of the Seicks and the Rajah-Foots 
of Agemirc, ought, by the Eafr India Com¬ 
pany, to be particularly conciliated. It is, 
however, a fortunate circumftance, as already 
obferved, that the river Granges affords fo 
ftronga barrier againft the inroads of the Bar¬ 
barians, and an excellent line of defence'to 
cover and proteft our poffedions in Hindoftan. 

Notwithftanding that I endeavour to avoid 
all fpeculath^ reafoning, I cannot help 

F f 3 obferving 
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ohferving', that the plans of the FrciK'h dif¬ 
fer very widely from my ideas, regarding tlic 
objeil the}' have jit view. If it be tlic over¬ 
throw of our pou'cr in India, they liavc ap- 
proaclied us where we are leaft vuljicrable, 
and the means which they have taken to 
accompliih our ruin, miift terminate in their 
own dcftru^lion and difgracc. 

The executive power of this count ly, by 
continuing the war, will, undoubtedly, have 
the foie merit of being the caufc of that fa¬ 
vourable turn in public affairs, which now' 
begins to brighten in the horizon of politics. 
For it may be hoped that the French Repub¬ 
lic has already outlived its gloty. Neither 
the terror of licr arms, or the alluromcuts 
which Ilie held out are fo predominant iii 
Europe as in die early flagcs of her ambitious 
career. Time, which difcloles the fecret 
fentiments ol men, and is the touchllone of 
events, has developed the true fyflem of the 
French : and we have only to turn to Con- 
dorcet, whofc principles ai^d plans they liavc 
adopted, to prove, that the whole tenor of 
their proceedings tended to their ownaggrati- 
dizement and univerfal Republicanifm. ' 

The 
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The procrafiination of the CotnmiiTioners 
Rafhdt, which has prevented the Ger¬ 
manic body from acceding to an injurious 
peace, and the alliance formed between the 
Emperor of Germany and that of RulTia, in 
w'hich the Porte is inclinable to acqmefce, 
bids fair by a renewal of boftiilties to com¬ 
pel the Republic to meafures of modeiation 
and juftice. I’hc allied powers moft pro¬ 
bably, by the influence of Ruflia, will draw 
Sweden and Denmark into the combination : 
and there can be no doubt, but that the Kings 
of Sardinia and Naples, together with the 
Swifs Cantons, w'ill readily give their fup^ 
port. 

In Holland there arc many of the Stadt- 
holder's friends, who anxioufly w'ai,: the op¬ 
portunity of commencing a revolution in his 
favour. The King of Pnillia will not re¬ 
main an idle fpedlator. His actions will be 
guided by particular views ; but there Is httle 
reafon to apprehend that he will cfpoufc the 
caufe of the French in the face of all Europe. 
The Spaniards have been long inadlivc, and 
will be ftill lefs inclined to exertion as the 
French Dlredlory leflens in their cflimation, 
F f 4 and 
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atrd thai they have Ms to dread from their 

refentment. The fenuments of Portugal are 
^vcll known. 

In Belgium an infurrcaion has taken 
place, with conilderablc vigour, and perhaps 
with efFctl j at all events, it will direa the 
attention of the Frciich to this quarter, and 
0 ige them to detach frorii their armies on 
the Rhine, The Arch Duke it is underftood 
Jias proceeded thither, to re-afTume the com¬ 
mand ofthcAuftrian forces, and the RuiTian 
troops now on their march through Germany 
may be eKpedled early in the Spring to form 
a junaion with thofe of the Germanic body. 
Great Britain, I have already obferved, will 
rjchJy deferve an indemnification for tJte blood 
and tr^fure foe has expended in foe war, 
he ceffion of Ceylon and the Cape of Good 

i T ^ Port or Ports 

in the Mediterranean*, will add to our fc- 

cunty and enable the executive power to 

tmnfmjt to pofterity a growing empire, foil 

J fTT' the 

g c degree of gradual improvement. 

I have pointed.out the fituation of pubjfo 
aOiiirs m India during my Ray in that coLtiy. 

An 
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An indifpcnfiblc duty required my rcUim to 
Great Britain, at all events by the iaft (hip of 
the feafon, or by the over-land route j but 
pradlical experience of the difficulties and 
delays which impede the conveyance of intel¬ 
ligence by the way of Buflora, Jed me to con- 
lider w'^hether a more eligible route might not 
be adopted for the intercourfe between Great 
Britain and India. 

I refolved on preferring the route by Sue^ 
to a fea conveyance. W ith every exertion on 
my part to expedite the journey, it will be 
obferved, that by the way of Builbra, fuefi 
were the unavoidable procraffinations I had 
to encounter, that it required fix months to 
complete It. 1 have annexed a note *, to 
(hew the nature of thefc delays. While my 
thoughts were occupied on this fubjedl, 1 had 
the good fortune to meet with Colonel Cap¬ 
per’s very able and interefling narrative of 
his journies to and fronr India, both b>" 
BuiTora and Suez, and the fatisfadion to 
^d the opinion of a gentleman, fo well qua¬ 
lified to decide upon the fubjeft, pcrfedtly 
coincided with my own, as to preference 
to be given in every point of view to the 

* Appcntli'fiH. 
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route through Egypt. The ncccffity for the 
execution of the pkn originally fuggefted by 
Colonel Capper for cftablilhing a regular 
poft with India, will, it is prefumed, be cvi. 
dent to thofe who confider the delay and in- 
fecurity which war creates in the conveyance 
of intelligence by fea, and the additional 
importance it frequently gives to the intelli¬ 
gence to be conveyed, And as War is> I fear, 
to be Crileulatcd among the too probable con¬ 
tingencies ot empire, and even the period of 
the prefent zwfui contell not to be forci'cen, 

I truft. i may be pcmiittcd to fuggefr, that 
during a fratc of hoftility with any of the 
irantime powers of Europe, the value of an 

cxpcduious and regular oommunication with 
India o\-er land is con/iderably enhanced. 
Our ibips are retarded to wait for convoys, 
aod to fril in fleets; and they fail at laft 
with a rifqiic of falling into the enemy's 
hands, and of thereby converting that intch 
gence rnicnded for our fafe-ty into an inilru- 
mcm for our tkftruftion^. Nor will it efrape 

the 
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"ver nppoo Siiliaiin I his having refignea thr govern^ 

of DrmlJi i„ t\ic brft pofrrbtc Rate of pro- 

lITpfliVE 


( 443 ) 

the inoft c^rclcfs obfervqr, that the politic^ 
aiid corntncrcuil ir.terefti! of ludu arc more 
intimately interwoven with die general prof- 
perity of the empire, and thofe inierefls 
better underftaQtl, and more beneficially and 
ably conduced, tlun at any former period of 
t|ie connedtion between thefe remote couiiij 
tries. Soon after my return to India, and 
while the imprefTion of the difficulties of the 
journey by Buffora was recent, 1 drew up 
“ Some Confiderations on the propriety and 
” pradticability of fending Difpatches from 
“ India by the way of Suez, and from Ind^ 
*» to England, by the lame routc,'^ which 
were prefented to Major General Aber- 

grcfllvti jijipTOVcmcnt, in ivhkh flate ii flill co&tiiiUMi— 
fnioi the ad^'antages gained in that quarter dimny ihe 
iaie contdb v.C am left withuvi a rival in ihc eaftern 
ticnvifphcre, uKlefs Buonapne ftiouU beetle to 

conduA an army to Italia; a circuniftancc Hot io he 
eitpcdcd, and from being anended with tbe iitmoft difli- 
tuliy and lilk, by tiomcans W beferioufly dreaded, Tbe 
termination of the dependins war. favouribk, it is 
hoped, to Great Britain, will afford m-rny years of tran- 
quiltiiy, to prfea the work fo fuccersfully and jndiei- 
ouPy commenced/ it is not to be fuppofed, from the 
combination of ft many favourable circotoftmccs. but 
^hat every ufcful endeavour to promme piefem advanugc, 
»nd future fecurity, will be minutely attended to. 

ctomby. 
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rromby, then Governor of Bombay, accom¬ 
panied by an offer to make the attempt in 
one of the Company's cmizers, and to truff 
to the liberality of the Court of Diredors for 
rcimburfemenr, fliould the event juflify the 
^pedatjon I had formed. It is evident, 
General Abercromby thouglit tiie fehemc 
prafticahJe and expedient, for he accepted 
the propofal, and an armed vcifel, belonging 
to the Company was detained on the coafl of 
Malabar, from November 1790. till Fe¬ 
bruary 1791, for the exprefs purpofe of con- 
eymg me to Suez, with public difpatchcs. 
ft happened unfortunately, however, that no 
event occurred in that interval of fulficient 
importance to require a particular difpaich r 
the idea was at that time given up. and f was 
under the nccclhty of proceeding to England 
m the Worreller Indiaman. I am happy to 
cam. that die government of Bombay have 

Tn an over-land poft by the way 

o utTora, and that it has fucceeded* • and, I 
tmfl. it is not alTummg too much, topje- 
umc, that the Memorial 1 had the honour 
to Jay before that Government, in the year 
^ 70^1 coritributcil to it. 

Of late years a cmizfcr has annually been 

•j^ppendtii, J, 
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feat from Bombay to Suez with govemment 
tiifpatches, with orders to wait the return of 
others from England. The following cx- 
tra6t of a letter from Bombay, dated the 6cil 
of Febniiry, 17961 convinced, me of the 
determination on the part of Government, 
not only to uphold, but to extend the regular 
poii in, India, and ultimately by the Defarts of 
Arabia to Great Britain. But the renewal of 
a channel of communication by Suez is much 
to be preferred, and. becomes every day more 
important, m proportion as our dominions in 
I he E aft arc extended and improved, and the 
facility and expedirion of which will be in- 
creafed, and become mani fell the oftener it 
is reforted to, and more efpccialJy, fhoidd It 
be fandlioned by Government and the Eaft- 
India Company. 

’* The doubtful and irregular communi- 
“ cation which has hitherto fubfifted between 
*' Bombay and the fubordinates, has long 
“ been a i'ubjeft of regret: this inconveni- 
" ence, we arc happy to learn, has attradled 
** tlie attention of Government, and that ar- 
“ langemcnts liave been formed to make the 
communication in which the public and 

** privateintcrefts are fo much concerned, at 
' once 
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** dncc certain and cicpeditioiis: hy cflat-* 
lilhing a week!)’' infefcoude, as welf with 
the Malabar province, as with Surat* For 
*' this piirpofc,. packets will be dilpatched 
** every Saturday,- after the firft of March, 
to CJavaJ, the northern boundary of the 
*' province; by this mtans faving a great 
“ deal, of rime, which veilcls arc frequently 
acGuftomcd to lofe in beating off Mount 
Djila: on the other hand, die commimi- 
“ cation with Surat, \vc underftaiKi, is to be 
*• more frequent than heretofore: by a cnijzer 
“ to be diipatchcd every quarter of the 
moon, a circuinftsince that will remove 
“'thoJe ddays and dingers to which fleets 
** Iiavc fo ofitn been expoled for want of 
“ convov. ’' 

'file dangers and the anxieties arifing from 
the want ot inch communication between 
Great Britain and iier India fettlcmcnts, dur¬ 
ing the two lalt w-ars, are frelh in the me- 
moij ol many, and will not be eafily for- 
gotten, rhe want of early intelligence 
nearly occafioned the bfs of our pofTeflions 
un thecoalt of Coromandel and Malabarj 
arid this lofs would have Ihook the fecurity 
of everj' foot of land we held in India. 


At 
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At the ftrit of tliclc periods^ the vigilance 
and active zeal of Mr. Halvings laved, that 
country *. That gentleman, hefidcs. his 
other efforts in the public ^ulc, has the 
merit of being die firit Governor of Brlufli 
India, that endeavoured to reap' the advan^ 
rages of a oonimunlcation between England 
and that remote country by the way of Suez. 
Some time in the year 1774 he opened a ne- 
gociatlon. with the Beys of Egypt, and ob¬ 
tained their confent to a free intercourle, 
which in J 77S was of fingukr benefit. The 
difpatches, ordering die rcduiftion of Pondi- 
cheriy, were forw'ardcd by this route, and 
the fall of the principal French fetdements 
in India, before they were prepared, or had 
the lea ft knowledge of ttic war, gave a mor<- 

* Th« acquittal of Mr. Haitians eannot fail of being 
r^cived m this countryi and over all DriuHi India wiiti 
the highcrt fatisfafUob. While it cflabihhcs ihe inno- 
CenCffof lhal gentlemen, it reHeas the kigbcft luflrt uu 
ruiional juilke^ and die fecuniy enjoy under die 
pmccdljou of a happy conflitutioji. The Jiberai voie of 
(he £afl-India Company to difeharge the lavi" expencei 
incurred by Mr* Haflingson his bte trials and a hand^ 
tome penfioii befides, ttflify the high ooniidexation they 
enlertain of his eminreiit ferrktS| fo jufdy cfdimiedi by 
Mf. Lu^hi^gtoll id his able fpccch on the occafion. 

taJ 
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tal wound to rhc power of our great rival In 
that (quarter; an event W'hich operated 
ftrongly in our favour, tvhen w e were foon 
after attacked by the combined powers of 
India.; for by this unexpeded b!ow’, their 
ally was deprived of a ftrong depot of men, 
arms, and amrnunitton, placed in the centre 
of the (rat of w'ar, and in the vicinity of Fort 
St. Gcorjre. 

This plan avoivcdly beneficial as a mca- 
furc of policy, was oppofed in this countrj^ 
on commercial confidcrations. The objetS 
of Mr. HafbngS;, in this arrangement, was 
to promote at once the intcreft of policy and 
of commerce; but bccaufe the tmje intended 
to be carried on by Suez, "was deemed preju-* 
dicial to the imerefts of the Eaft India Com^ 
pany. the political advantages of the mea- 
fore were fitcrificed to the Company's exclu- 
fivc trade. An a<ft of Parliament was ob¬ 
tained, prohibiting EngUlli fuBjedts from 
trading to that port after the 5th of July 1782. 
'Thus ended the intercoiirle between India; 
and Europe by the port of Suez. 

Had not Mr. Haftings's feheme been thus 
obfirucled, this communication, it is pro¬ 
bable, would have been now open, at leail 

for 
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for the purpofe of conveying intclHg I 


cnce i 


but the oppofition of the Eaft-India Com¬ 
pany was ftrengthened by the influence of 
our anibaflkdor at the Porte; and the Beys of 
^Sypti iinding all intercourle difeouraged by 
both governments, had but little Inducement 
to keep it up. 

The check lb decidedly given to a commit- 
nication by the way of Suez, contributes to 
render the judicious appointment of a Con- 
ful-General for Egypt abortive, 1 appre¬ 
hend that the original intention of this ap¬ 
pointment was not any trade overland, but a 
fpeedy conveyance of inteHigencc to and from 
India*. The centrical lituation of Cairo, 
and its vicinity to the European powers, 
would enable the Conful, were this route 
more frequented by us, to procure and expe¬ 
dite much important information to our Go¬ 
vernments in India | and it is worthy of rc- 

JMf. Baldwin's nppointiriFnt as Agent to the EaU- 
Iiidia Company at Cairo, was madi: Tome time about 
the year 1775: and as far as 1 undcrfland, for the e*- 
prefs purpofe of forwarding packets to and from Eng¬ 
land, by the way of Alexandria and Suez. Before this 
peri^ we had but tittle or no connexion with the Ecyf 
excepting Mr, Hanings'x negoesation, juit 
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mark, that the communication by the Red 

Sea, has twice, in fifteen years, accelerated 

the reduction of tlic French capital on the 

coaft of Coromandel *. *, 

VV hiic 

* In tlie War before lull, it wm the intcrll.igence con- 
veytd by this channel, ss above obferved, that called 
forth the prompt and ilmtiy exertions of Mr. Kaflings. 
In the ialt tvir Mr. Baldivin, the prefent Confjj-Gr- 
neral, "witliciiit any indru^ionf ffotn Orcat Britain, 
with e^ual judgmeut anti patriotic seal, tranffliiited to 
India poriive ailiirances of tiic french Declaration of 
War* Mr. tylcs Irwin, late of the Madras cllablini- 
ment, fays, “ Mr. Baldwin is the only Merchant of the 
Engliih nation at Cairo, and ij Agent for the Com 
" panvi for forwarding their packets to and front India; 
" and, cotiCdered in itfeif, this is a point of no iiiile 
" importance to that political body. The advantage of 
quick ititelligffncc is do fecret to a wire government. 
The paflage honte Is indeed, as yet, precarious by the 
difficoit navigation of the fluifnf Suez, but the paf- 
“ fjge out is fure and expetlhlous* There is an mflance 
•* not two inonibi ago, [in the moitlh of jnly.J of a 
Mr, W^hiLbill 9 coming from London to Cairo in a 
moRih; he M'flS charged with liie Tcfloraiion of Lord 
“ Bigot to the govcrnmeii! of Fon St. Geotge j and it 
is fiippolcdi will get to iliai place in the fame period 
'■ —a voyage whieli is fcldom tficaed by the Cape of 
Good Hope In double that lime.” Imin's Voyage 
tip the Red Sea, vol. ti, pag, g.j. 

On the fame fubjeil it is obferved by Mr. Niebuhr, 
** tliai the palfage iias tsen fotind fo Ihort and conve- 
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While the Engllfh nation deprived thern- 
fetves of the navigation of the Red Sea, tlie 
French continued, all the war with Hjrder 
Ally, to forward intelligence by that route. 
To contrail: the advantage of this communi¬ 
cation to the French, with the difadvantages 
of the want of it in this nation, it is onl)' ne- 
cefTary to be remembered, that the news of 
Colonel Baiilie*s defeat was long known in 
France before it reached England; and at 
lafl, when it arrived, in the month of April, 
it was too late to fend fupplies by the Ihips 
of the feafon*. 

The 

flic HI, that the Prcfiilcticy of Bomhay now fcivd iheir 
couners by the %vay uf Suez to England, Id iliis 
** way they recei\ie antwers to their difjntches within 
** the fame length of time which was formerly con- 
** finned in the conveyance of their packets to Lon- 
“ don." Vnl, li. pag. gSg, The reafons why this 
pomdikinication has not b«n better upheld might be 
ihwight irrelcvauT to the prefent piirpofc, efpMiilliy as 
gnrvernmL'nt feem inclined again to prefer it, 

* Colonel Capper's Introductian tq his Obfervalions 
qn the pallage to India, page xaii. It may be added, 
(hat the propriety of a dirpatcli early ia the year from 
the Malabar by the way of Suez, mult appear evident, 
crpeclally during a war. Il would be attended with 
clrctimltaRCes peculiarly hard, if the voyage was not per- 
fortned tnucU within the three monihSi and couCe^uently 

G g 3 in 
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The Preliminfiry Articles of Peace ivith 
France and Spain, figned inHuropc the 20th 
of January 1783, did not interrupt the pro- 
grefs of hoftiJitics in India till the end of 
June, or the beginning' of July follotving: 
And even then, the advices conveyed over 
land. Were communicated by a private chan> 
ncl to Lord M'Cartney, at that time Gover¬ 
nor of Madras*, His Lordlhip, in conie- 
quence of this communication, prevailed on 
Monficur Bufly (who, it is faid, was pri¬ 
vately in pofleflion of the intelligence) to 
confent to a ceflation of arms till the arrival 
of official difpatchcs from Europe. Had the 
Preliminaries arrived fo foon as they might 
cafily have done, (for it is a fad, that advices 
of this event were forwarded from London 
early in the year, both by die way of BulTora 

in time for the failing of the latter Oijps of the reafon, 
and □(Ford an opportunity of forwarding the neeeiraiy 
fupplies to India, without cither delay, gr putting the 
Cjinpioy to a heavy expence in taking up extra ton¬ 
nage, when they would arrive in iiaic for the euTulng 
eanipatgn. 

• It is gene rally underfttjod, that the firft advices of this 
event were received by Mr. Benfidd, a gentleman who 
was at confiJeniblc trouble and expence m obtaining ih* 
CJrlicft overland intclligeiice on the coaft of Coromandel. 

and 
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and the Cape of Good Hope) it would have 
prevented the fatal confequences of two 
actions at land, and an engagement at fca, in 
which eighty ofheers fell and upwards of 
2,000 men*. Had not chance advices hap¬ 
pily anticipated the dilatory intelligence by 
iea at this interefting period, a formidable 
attack on our lines before Cuddalorc w'ould 
have taken place, where the enemy*s gariifon 
was to have been reinforced by a ftrong de¬ 
tachment from Suffrein’s fleet *!■, It is al¬ 
lowed by every perfon converfant with India 
affairs at the time, that our army, then in tlic 
Carnatic, was too weak to repel fuch an at 
tack: and that by its defeat, the country would 
have been laid entirely open to the invading 

• In ihe aaiods of the 13th anit June 1783 
upwards of two thoufand men were loft, bcfides thofe 
killed Inthe engagemciit by fea nearly at the fame period, 
OlKcial advices did not arrive at Madras till J uly, whereas, 
at the fcafon of the year when the Prclimlnaiy Articles 
■were figned, via, the aoihof January, had notice of this 
iuiportant event been forwarded to our Governments 
abroad by the way of Suez, Lord M'Cartrey w-ould to 
a certainly have been in the poirdlion of the dlfpatchct 
about the end of March, or very early in April fol- 
lo'iving, 

+ Colonel Capper's Preface, page vT, 


enemy. 
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rncmy. Another (Irikiiig inflaiice tl,e. 
want of intdligcncc, occurs in our laft war 
with Spain, Mhich was not known in,India, 
lill nearly eleven months after it broke cwitiii 
Europe 

The want of intelligence from Bombay, 
during the ktc with Tippoo SaiH. is toj 
recent, and too deeply imprdfed on our 
minds, to require much ebeidatron. The 
fluduation of ftock will fumilh m incon, 
tcftablc proof of that difadvantage. The 
fcarcity of official information from India, 
afforded many opportunities to fpccuktors to 
agitate the funds, and even the fiaions of 
part)' were fucceffively praftifed, to the in¬ 
jur) of general credit and national charatffer. 

I may venture to affirm, that not one public 
difpatch was received by the way of Suez, 
during the .whole warf. The Court of 

Colonel C^per ^ Prefiicej page vi, 
t Btrlldes the advantage; alrcadjr enumerated in regard 
CO fpcedy ffttcUigcnce, ihai of i« affording an oppinu- 
iliry df spplyLjig prc:venlativ« in a political 

point ot tiew, becomes highly intcrufljng to a couniry 

poircllulof diibn; dependencies.-P,cvcntativc nteafur/s 
are much more tfficaciuus and falutary, ,haii any attempt 
to femm e an evd where an iinprelfion has been made. 

Dire^ors, 
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DirciStors, it is true, have occafionally madci: 
^ ufe of this channel to convey their dif- 
patches to India, and with what cfTcft, has 
been afeertained, in no inilance more confpi- 
cuoiifly than Mr. Whithill’s route by Suez to 
Madias, when in charge of the Company’s 
orders to rellore Lord Pigot; which journey 
y he accomplifhed in fifty-nine days from 
London to Fort St. George! Yet with fuch 
experience of the celerity of this channel of 
conveyance bv Suez *: it is Icldom made ufe 
of to tranfmit intelligence from India to 
Europe d". 

* Mr* Wliilblll arrked at Caito fi-dm Lontfon inkhiil. 
the monch; and it appears from the report of the AFrican 
AlfociAtion laEcl)* pubLiOicd, that Mr. Lcdyanl^ a 
geiilklllail employed by theiUi left London the 
30th of June 1788^ and afrer a journpy of thiriy-fix 
days, feveo of which were confumed at Paris, and nv0 
at Mar fellies, he aniyed at AlexanUiia—from Alex¬ 
andria to Cairo by the mauth of che Nile, be was 
four days, which makes in all ihirly-one days fmm 
London io Cairo ; and this in the uftial mode of iravcL 
ling, without any particular view to expedition, 

t Gibbon, voL I* chapter u. [nfurtnx us of the great 
attention paid by the Homans to the advantage of tecci^ mg 
the earlieli LnteUigeoce, and of conveying their orders 
with celeriiy through all their cxieafive dcuiinioos^ by 

the 


tfemeaniof regular polls; and Dr. Robertfon In his 
Hjftory of America, Book ^ page t6, acquaints u.s of 
afaa but little underrtoad, that the Mexican Emperow 
had .ntraduced a relineirent in poHcy utiknoyrn at that 
time in Europe,—They had couriers polled at proper 
ftaimns along the principal roads; and thefc Were tnined 
toagihty by a regular education, and relieved oneano- 
thcrat mo^rate diftancest they conveyed intelligence 
With amazing rapidity, and obtained early informatim 
of every occurrence in all the corncraofthe Empire. 
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